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MIXON MUSES 

 

It takes a bit of time and effort, after spending three weeks “on the mountain 

top,” to adjust to life in the lowlands.  While it’s not actually a mountain top, 

San Francisco Theological Seminary does sit atop a high hill in San Anselmo, 

with sweeping views of Mt. Tamalpais to the south.  It is a blessing to be able 

to take this sabbatical time for study and refreshment.  One of the wonderful 

books we  read  for  this year’s  course on  “The Art of Discernment” was  the 

classic, Sabbath, by Abraham Joshua Heschel.  Heschel’s insight, wisdom and 

eloquence help us  to understand  Sabbath  as  spiritual discipline  rather  than 

time off to play or just be lazy.  Of course, play and rest can be integral to Sab‐

bath, but it is so much more. 

 

In her introduction to the book, Heschel’s daughter, Susannah, describes Sab‐

bath in their household as a re‐membering of ancient Jewish rites.  There was 

ritual  and  reading, discussing  and  sharing with  family  and  friends.   There 

was worship and reflection and practice of the presence of God.  There was a 

blessed ordering of life, both familiar and sacred. 

 

On the seventh day God did not just settle down for a nice nap.  On that day, 

God  reveled  in  creation,  loving what  had  come  to  be,  calling  it  good  and 

blessing it.  It was a time for taking stock.  It was a time of replenishment.  It 

was a time for beauty, for reflection, for blessing.  And so God, recognizing its 

importance, gave Sabbath  to creation,  inviting humanity  to share  in  that sa‐

cred time. 

 

After six days of creative work (or any other kind, for that matter,) even God 

Almighty chose  to change  the  tempo,  to slow down,  to contemplate.   When 

we treat time with this sort of care and respect, we may find ourselves face to 

face with  questions  about  the meaning  of  life,  about  the  nature  of  things, 
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about the creative process, about God and our relationship to the Holy One.  

Heschel insists that this is good and right – to honor the Sabbath and keep it 

holy, to bring oneself with purpose and devotion, with joy and humility into 

the presence of God.    In  fact, Heschel argues  that we were created  for  the 

experience of Sabbath,  for communion with  the Holy,  for giving ourselves 

over to the grace of God.   

 

Jesus uses  this same argument when his disciples are chastised  for plucking 

grain on  the Sabbath.    In  the spirit over  the  letter of  the  law, he reminds his 

critics  that “The Sabbath was made  for humankind, and not humankind  for 

the Sabbath...” (Mark 2:27).  It is not some rote repetition of rules or ritual that 

makes the Sabbath sacred.   It is the opportunity to enter deeply into the holy 

presence – which may be quite difficult on an empty stomach!  Of course, the 

ancient  rules and  rituals do have  their place  in helping  to develop  the disci‐

pline needed to enter fully into Sabbath. 

 

Sabbath is not a practice we fall into easily in our frenetic culture.  Give me a 

weekend so I can “veg’ out,” napping in my easy chair in front of the football 

game.    I need  time  to do my  laundry,  clean  the kitchen,  shop  for groceries, 

visit family and friends, hang out with my spouse and kids.  There is so much 

pulling  at me,  screaming  at me,  coming  at me  that  I  sometimes  feel  I  can 

barely tread water until the weekend comes.  I need “me” time!  And this says 

nothing of those who work multiple jobs just to make ends meet with no time 

left over or those whose time is disordered by homelessness, hunger, refugee 

status, imprisonment, oppression, abuse. 

 

The spiritual discipline of Sabbath  is as challenging for most of us as  it  is re‐

warding when we discover its true meaning and value.  To take time or make 

time to draw just a little nearer to the heart of God, in whatever form that may 

take, is sacred exercise.  There is always the possibility that seeking to dwell in 

the presence of the Most High will have inevitable ramifications for the living 

of our lives over all.  I don’t mean that we will win the lottery or every trouble 

will disappear, but  somehow  committing  oneself  to  living  closer  to God,  to 
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embracing God’s way  and God’s will,  can’t  help  but  bring  shalom  to  us  – 

some deeper sense of peace and fulfillment. 

 

Well, this is what you get for allowing me to spend time on the mountain top.  

Perhaps, you can see why it’s not so easy to re‐enter the routines of daily life.  

Don’t get me wrong.  I love living here and working here and sharing life with 

each of you.  It is a blessing in itself for which I am deeply grateful.  But one of 

the things that I think about up there in San Anselmo is how I can share with 

you some of that Sabbath experience.  As I said in last Sunday’s sermon, a sig‐

nificant goal I have for us as pastor and people is that we might find ways to‐

gether  to deepen our spiritual  life.   How can we cultivate Sabbath and cele‐

brate it as a people?   What will bring us closer to living in a constant aware‐

ness of God’s presence in us and around us?   And how will that sense shape 

our living?  This is the challenge, the work and the promise of spiritual forma‐

tion.  It  is  a  joy  to walk  this way with  you.   Thanks  for  the  time  away  and 

thanks for the home to which I may return. 

 

God bless and keep us on the way. 

 

Pastor Rick  
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Educational Ministries and Family Life 
 

Friends of God, 

In thinking about what to write for this month’s article, it occurred to me to simply 
thank you. Thank you for allowing me the privilege of standing in your pulpit, Rick’s 
pulpit, and preaching for most of January. Thank you for the privilege of that work 
and the trust it assumes. I am grateful more than I can express. 

We have spent the month talking about what it means to be “beloved.” We called one 
another “beloved.” We heard about Dr. King’s vision of the Beloved Community and 
the powerful challenge of liberty and responsibility. And then we heard from Henri 
Nouwen whose book, Life of The Beloved has been a favorite of mine for many years. 
He too understood the idea that our belovedness is more than “feel good faith” but a 
deep call to seeing the world differently and acting within it accordingly.  

“To be chosen as the Beloved of God is something radically different. Instead of ex-
cluding others, it includes others. Instead of rejecting others as less valuable, it ac-
cepts others in their own uniqueness. It is not a competitive, but a compassionate 
choice. Our minds have great difficulty in coming to grips with such a reality. Maybe 
our minds will never understand it. Perhaps it is only our hearts that can accomplish 
this. Every time we hear about 'chosen people', 'chosen talents', or 'chosen friends', 
we almost automatically start thinking about elites and find ourselves not far from 
feelings of jealousy, anger, or resentment. Not seldom has the perception of others as 
being chosen led to aggression, violence, and war.”  

This is the foundation to what I understand as “unity.” The unity of the church is 
founded upon this understanding of what it means to be a human being. The chal-
lenge, I think, is evident. We often laud competition. We think our way through prob-
lems. We forget, sometimes to feel at all much less honor our feelings as part of who 
we are with as much value as our thinking.  

“God so loved the world” begins the famous scripture verse. “Loved” not 
“conceptualized.” God’s feelings propelled God into the human flesh of the birth, life, 
and death of Jesus the Christ. A feeling. 

All of creation began with a feeling. 

So, I wanted to share my feeling of gratitude.  

Peace and All Good Things,  Pastor Tripp 
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Rooted in Steadfast Love  

The first half of my nine‐month internship here at First Baptist Church of Palo 
Alto has been a wonderful opportunity for me to “try on” the role of pastor for the 
first time in a congregational setting. Pastor Rick is a wise, caring, and supportive 
leader to learn from, and I’ve benefitted greatly from working alongside Tripp and 
Naomi, both of whom bring great insight, experience, and passion to their work. I 
have deeply valued having the opportunity to involve myself in the life of this vibrant 
community‐‐to participate in the planning and leading of worship on a weekly basis, 
to lead the Adult Spiritual Formation class from time to time, to work with the youth, 
and to meet with the various leadership teams that shape the life of our congrega‐
tion. 

On my very first Sunday with you back in September, our church celebrated 
its 120th anniversary. It was obvious to me that day that this congregation takes a lot 
of pride in its long history of active ministry in this community. And it’s been clear to 
me in the months since then that God is still active in our midst, as we consider what 
new ways we might respond to the Spirit’s leading. 

Our Scriptures tell the story of a God who becomes known in the unfolding of 
the history of a particular community of believers. The Israelites told and retold the 
tales of God’s activity in their midst. By remembering God’s liberating work in their 
past, they were empowered to confront the challenges and struggles that faced them 
in the present. In Psalm 136, the community recounts particular moments of God’s 
presence among them. And with the recalling of each event, both the highs and the 
lows, the same refrain is repeated: “God’s steadfast love endures forever.” 

I’m grateful to be connected with a church that has such an amazing heritage. 
And I believe the future is bright for First Baptist Church of Palo Alto. As a congrega‐
tion, you have recognized the need to find new ways to enliven your ministry in the 
changing context of Palo Alto today. Even as I look forward to exploring other facets 
of my own ministry during my second semester with you, I look forward to seeing 
how the mission of this church will continue to unfold. How comforting to know that 
the God who has brought us this far will strengthen and sustain us through the next 
chapter of our journey. “O Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; God’s steadfast 
love endures forever ” (Ps. 136:1). 

‐‐Doug Davidson 
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Naomi's Corner 

Dear Friends at First Baptist Church Palo Alto, 

Many of you now know that I will be leaving your service as a "Minister-
in-Training" at the end of January. It has been a genuine delight and privilege 
to serve with you, and I am sad to leave you. I have been deeply happy while 
participating in the life of your community, and it is primarily my health that 
leads me to step away from continuing at FBC this spring. In conversation with 
Rick, Tripp, and other mentors at seminary, I discerned that I wish to cutback 
on some commitments, do some necessary self-care in managing a chronic 
illness, and focus on studying and fulfilling my ordination requirements with the 
United Church of Christ. But I will miss you for you are, and have been, a 
deeply fun crew to work with. You have been patient with my growing edges, 
supportive of new things I wanted to try for the first time, and affirming of my 
presence with you. I learned much from you, and I am deeply grateful for your 
hospitality and care over the past 8 months.  

Before I go, I would like to lift up that I experience your community as 
one that is rich in commitment, caring, engagement, and exploration. You are a 
community that shows up for each other every Sunday - one where lifelong 
friendships are nurtured and new relationships are forged. In Adult Education I 
have admired the depth of engagement you bring to discerning how to live out 
Christian values with integrity in a often cynical and fragmented world. I have 
also witnessed you take risks and try new things in your journey of discerning 
your future as a church together, and the yearning for an ever more flourishing 
and growing community that you carry. I admire your hopes and dreams for the 
future, but I also want to acknowledge the enormous amount of vibrancy and 
life that the First Baptist Church community already exudes. It shows in your 
commitment to working together through conflict, in contemplating and navigat-
ing the complex paths of renewal, and in creating space for something new to 
emerge despite setbacks and uncertainty. I hope and pray that all the great 
work you are already doing continues, and that it bears the fruit you imagine to 
be possible.  

Speaking of possibility, Emily Dickinson once wrote : 

I dwell in Possibility – 

A fairer House than Prose – 
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More numerous of Windows – 

Superior – for Doors – 

Of Chambers as the Cedars – 

Impregnable of eye – 

And for an everlasting Roof 

The Gambrels of the Sky – 

Of Visitors – the fairest – 

For Occupation – This – 

The spreading wide my narrow Hands 

To gather Paradise – 
 

It feels to me that FBC is, indeed, dwelling in possibility and gathering 
the elements of paradise in the process: a paradise of strong relationship, com-
mitment, and vision that lives fully in the now while looking to the future. I look 
forward to hearing what unfolds in your lives and as a community. May the light 
of Christ guide your discerning, affirm your care and effort, and fulfill your aspi-
rations. 

Deep peace and many blessings, 
Naomi Schulz 
FBC Seminary 
Intern 
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BIBLE STUDY is held on Tuesdays at 10:30 AM at the Terraces of Los Altos at 
Janet Maxwell’s apartment.  The address is 373 Pine Lane, #2106, Los Altos.  Let 
Pastor Rick know if you need transportation.  
 
 

CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL is held each Thursday at 7:30 PM 
in the parlor.  New voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 

 Please Note New Time and Location! MEN’S BREAKFAST,  Every 
first and third Wednesday at  8:30 AM, at Corner Bakery Restaurant (the old 
Boston Market), 3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church 
family are welcome.  

 

WOMEN'S BRUNCH meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 10 AM at 
Hobee’s Restaurant, 4224 El Camino Real, Palo. All women of our church com-
munity are invited.  Please join us 
 

OTHER  SCHEDULED MEETINGS & ACTIVITIES   

FBCPA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING,  after worship, February 2, 2014   

 CHURCH COUNCIL RETREAT DAY, Saturday, February 8, 9 AM ‐ 12 PM 
at the church. 

VALENTINE’S DAY POTLUCK FOR LOVERS OF ALL AGES! 
Friday, February 14, 6:00 PM.  Bring a date! It’s time to gather and 
celebrate love in its many forms. Romance. Family. Divinity. We’ll 
gather at 6:00pm for a meal and fellowship. Bring some Valentines to 
share. We’ll have a “Valentine Grab Bag.” Everyone gets to be some-
one’s Valentine, but you won’t know whose until you open the card! 
Here’s your chance to have a little fun and show a little love. This is an 
intergenerational event for our entire FBCPA community. 

 PRESIDENT’S DAY, Monday, February 17, CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED.  

 DEADINE to submit items for the MARCH SPIRE is February 19. 

 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
ONGOING INVITATIONS 

ASH WEDNESDAY: Wednesday,  March 5 - Save the date 
for a special evening service. More details to follow.  
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ADULT  SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

(Sunday’s at 11:30 in the Parlor) 

Returning to the Jesus Dojo 

 

What does it mean to practice the way of Jesus? During January we discussed the his-

torical Jesus: Who he was, what we can know, and whether it matters. In February, 

we will make plans. Together, we will decide what to let go and gather up as we seek 

new and relevant practices for walking in the way of Jesus.  

February 2: Annual Meeting 

February 9: Returning to the Jesus Dojo 

February 16: Framing Our Practices of Love 

February 23: Generating Ideas: Letting Go & Gathering Up 

March 2: Inviting Others to Participate  

  

WORSHIP  THEMES FOR FEBRUARY 2014WORSHIP  THEMES FOR FEBRUARY 2014  
 

February   2    —  More Light       Matthew 5:1-12 

February   9    —  More Love       1 Corinthians 13 

February  16   —  More Life        Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

February  23   —  Sure Foundations 1 Corinthians 3:10-11,16-23 
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Happy Birthday this month to: 
 

Rick Mixon                      February 1 

Eileen Conover                   February 16 

Janice Garcia                    February 20 

Betsy Koester                    February 22 

Oscar Ramirez                   February  23 

Madison Oatley                   February 26 

 FEBRUARY   BIRTHDAYS   

SENIOR CHAT 
At Covenant Presbyterian Church 
670 East Meadow Drive, Palo Alto 

 Senior Chat welcomes people who wish to stretch spirit, mind and body, make new 
friends from other churches, and enjoy light refreshments.   We meet in the Fireside 
Room of Covenant Presbyterian Church at 10;00, on East Meadow Drive.  Join us.   No 
RSVP is necessary.   For more information, call Rev. Dona Smith-Powers, 650-494-
3093  

  Topic   for   February 14,   2014 
 
 

Do you remember when we had house calls from our doctors? Anne Loftis has 
always been a compassionate inspiration to us because of her values, causes, and 
gifts of writing and speaking. She is a member of First Congregational Church of 
Palo Alto and a regular member of the Senior Chat. We will be honored to hear about 
her life and how she came to be who she is. In preparation, please consider your own 
life journey, and its development.   
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THANK YOUS  RECENTLY RECEIVED  
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THANK YOUS  RECENTLY RECEIVED  
From: nzungamabudiga@hotmail.com 
Sent: 1/25/2014 8:32:01 A.M. Pacific Standard Time 
Subj: RE: Donation to Water in Haiti Project 

   Dear Carolyn Shepard, 

Happy New Year. We praise God for that gift. It will help place more water pumps in 
different communities. Right now we are in process of repairing some pumps here 
and  there. Since many people use those pumps on a daily basis, the pumps help but can 
break sometime when people are not expecting them to break.  We are trying to upkeep 
them. 

Next month, I will be traveling to go share some goats and pigs to some children about 4 
hour drive from our home.  

Thank you to all of you for your support and your love. 

Yours, 
Nzunga  

 

This is in Response To the Following Message: 
Date: Fri, 24 Jan 2014 13:21:24 -0500 
Subject: Donation to Water in Haiti Project 
 

Dear Nzunga Mabudiga, 

I am very pleased to be able to inform you that the First Baptist Church of Palo Alto has decided 
to contribute $10,000 to the Clean Water for Haiti Project.  We were blessed with monies from 
the sale of church property and chose to tithe part of those earnings to support mission pro-
jects.  

Last January 2013, you may recall that our children and youth raised money as part of our 
monthly special offering to support the purchase of pigs for the children to raise in Haiti. Last 
summer, Pastor Rick Mixon reported to us of his meeting with you in June at the ABC Biennial 
in Kansas City. He told us of your water project which sounded very interesting and so badly 
needed.  Therefore, as we looked at possible mission projects that we might support, we de-
cided to support your project. 

I am sending the check to our Evergreen Baptist Association, our Regional Office in Washing-
ton State, who will then forward it to the proper entity. I hope that you will receive it soon.  We 
would love to hear from you once it has been received and also to learn how you were able to 
use this donation in your project. 

 In Christ’s love, 
Carolyn Shepard, Moderator  First Baptist Church of Palo Alto 
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THANK YOUS  RECENTLY RECEIVED  

GREETINGS RECENTLY RECEIVED  

2014 Brings Good News at InnVision Shelter Network  
FROM     Karae Lisle  
TO          fbc-paloalto@sbcglobal.net  
Our Thanks to You  

As we enter 2014, I'd like to express my sincerest appreciation for the outpouring of sup-
port we received throughout the year, and particularly during the holiday season. Thanks 
in part to your generosity, every single child and adult in our programs received holiday 
gifts and festive meals. 
Your contributions demonstrate to our families that their neighbors are caring and com-
passionate. As a contributing community member, you help brighten the lives of children 
like 4-year-old Elisa, whose holiday wish was a home for her mother and sister.   

With your support, we will continue our work to end homelessness for every family and 
individual in our community. 

With gratitude,  
Karae M. Lisle, CEO, InnVision Shelter Network 



 

14 

AMERICAN BAPTIST NEWS  
COMPILED  BY MARILYN HUNWICK 

DAN CHETTI SENDS A STATUS REPORT FROM LEBANON 
 

Dan Chetti has reported that "there may be almost 5 million 'internally displaced refu-
gees' inside Syria, with over 3 million refugees in Turkey, Iraq, Jordan, and Leba-
non.  There are more than 700,000 Syrian refugees in tiny Lebanon; many living under 
most difficult living conditions.  We are glad to inform you that our Mission Society 
gave a large donation to the Lebanese Baptist Society towards relief work among the 
Syrian refugees both inside Syria and in Lebanon.  A few individual Baptist churches 
from the US have also sent donations.  We thank God for their caring support." 
 
Dan also reports on four bombings on December 27 directly related to the conflict, one 
close to his church in downtown Beirut, killing a Sunni Minister and 5 others.  The 
church canceled their services on December 28, but resumed services the next 
week.  The Seminary reopened after the Christmas break.  Dan reports they are safe and 
their ministries are continuing, but are apprehensive about the future.  He asks for 
prayers for the Syrian refugees, for the leaders of the Shia and Sunni Muslim communi-
ties to come together seeking peace, for the Christian leaders that they may work to-
wards building peace, and for all to be shielded from violence and danger. 

 

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES NEWS: 

 

AB International Ministries announces new officers and board members, two of special 

interest.  Rev. Dr. Reginald Mills, who was active in churches in Indiana and Illinois is 

now President. It was interesting to read that Mercy Johnson of Cottage Grove, OR, 

who was raised in India is Vice President. Mercy is the sister of missionary Dan Chetti 

who is a "targeted missionary" for FBCPA.  A local leader is also named: Rev. Dr. 

Jenny Quey, Senior Pastor of Community Baptist Church of San Mateo who was born 

and raised in Hong Kong joins the Board as does Rev. Wendy Bernhard, retired IM 

missionary who served in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Rev. Paul Vick whose 

parents were also missionaries remains as Treasurer.  
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AMERICAN BAPTIST NEWS continued... 
<<STATUS REPORT FROM CHETTIS IN LEBANON>>  

 

Dear Friends,  

Lebanon is quite beautiful this time of the year with beautiful snow-capped 
mountains in the North and the East, and a shore-line of blue Mediterranean, 
a distance separated by just 45 minute drive. This is a country of both 
Beauty & Chaos. No doubt you are reading about the events in our region in 
your papers or seeing on TV. We are witnessing the great existential conflict 
between the Sunni and Shia Muslims in neighboring Syria and beyond. There 
may be almost 5 Million 'internally displaced refugees' inside Syria, with over 
3 Million refugees in Turkey, Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon.There are more than 
700,000 Syrian refugees in tiny Lebanon; many living under most difficult liv-
ing conditions. We are glad to inform you that our Mission Society gave a 
large donation to the Lebanese Baptist Society towards relief work among 
the Syrian refugees both inside Syria and in Lebanon. A few individuals Bap-
tist churches from the US have also sent donations. We thank God for 
their caring support. 

I am sad to say the conflict in Syria is gradually spilling over into Lebanon. 
We already had four bombings directly related to this conflict. On December 
27th a large car bomb exploded rather too close to our Church in Down-
town Beirut, killing a Sunni Minister and 5 others. The following Sunday on 
28th December our Church service was cancelled. We instead met at our 
Seminary Chapel in the Beirut suburb of Mansourieh. But last Sunday we re-
sumed our Church services in downtown. 

Our seminary re-opened after the Christmas break and life is moving on as 
normally as possible. While there is always a feeling of deja vu among the 
Lebanese, we also sense a feeling fear and apprehension. Christians are not 
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involved in this conflict and we pray it will remain that way. We are safe and 
our ministries are continuing. While we are being vigilant and careful, we 
are also apprehensive about more troubles. 

PLEASE PRAY: 

 For the Syrian refugees that they will receive help so that they can stay 
dry, warm, with basic food needs. 

 Please pray that leaders of Shia and Sunni Muslims communities will be 
able to come together, mend their differences, exert influence on their re-
spective sides seeking peace. 

 Pray Christian leaders in Lebanon will come together and play a construc-
tive role towards building peace. 

Pray for us that God would shield us, and all people, from violence and dan-
ger. 

Dan & Chetti 

Lebanon 

Missionaries, International Ministries, ABC-USA 
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Moderator Carolyn Shepard opened the meeting at 5:10 PM.  Pastor Rick read from 
Nadia Bolz-Weber’s Pastrix in which she reminded us that whatever is happening 
in our lives rejoice “we are baptized.” 

Present:  Jane and Jin Chin, Dan Cudworth, Marilyn Hunwick, Pastor Rick Mixon, 
Eleanor and Hugh Satterlee, and Moderator Carolyn Shepard. 

Plans for January while Pastor Rick is on Sabbatical are still being formulated.  Rick 
is lining up two preachers for the last two weeks of the month.  Pastor Tripp will 
preach on Sunday, January 12th. 

Jin reported on his Treasurer’s report.  Pledges met expectations.  Withdrawal from 
Special Funds investment were $46,000.  Tenant rent was $11,137 above budget.  
The mission project, iSing, brought in $79,222 in fees; expenses were $28,355.  The 
$50,867 surplus is carried over to 2014 for that program. 

Jin informed the Council that he is resigning his long-term position as Treasurer ef-
fective February 2, 2014.  An extended discussion ensued about how to proceed.  
Marilyn moved that Jane be authorized to hold a personal ATM card at the bank so 
that normal banking activity can continue.  Dan seconded, and the motion passed.  

Jane, for the Finance Committee, reported that pledges for 2014 are lower than be-
fore, with 26 family units pledging, down from 30 in 2013.  The result is that the 
budget planned for 2014 is underfunded by $15, 986.  Jane reported that more 
pledges are expected, so it was decided to proceed with the budget as previously 
planned for the annual meeting and revise it at a later quarterly (or Special) business 
meeting, considering the likelihood that the church will engage professional help for 
the bookkeeping activity. 

The Council then discussed the voting quorum for business meetings and approved 
the following resolution:  

Whereas:  The Council has examined the list of 104 names on the current 
membership roll of the church.  A smaller number of 34 is identified as 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Council Meeting Minutes, January 9, 2014 
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“Active Members” who attend church, participate in church activities, live 
locally, provide support to the church and are competent to assist in decision 
making by the church.   

Be it resolved:  The Council therefore establishes the voting quorum of 17 
church members for all business meetings of the church for the remainder of 
2014. 

Task Teams:  Sound:  The new system was installed and first used – successfully - 
over the weekend of January 4/5.  Chip Clark and Rick were “trained” in its 
operation.  Security measures will be implemented for the microphones and 
other portable equipment.  

Patio:  The project is complete for now.  Current thinking is to consider light-
ing and handrails, and delay seating. 

Congregational Life:  Will meet on January 10, 2014. 

Mission:  Reports have been received from the Chetti’s in Beirut, and 
Ramesh Kumar from Balasore.  These have been publicized elsewhere or will 
be shortly. 

Nominating Committee:  Eleanor reported continued difficulty in filling open 
positions. 

Bathrooms:  Cost and project scope are being explored by staff. 

The Council will meet on February 8, 2014, to consider future direction.  Rick noted 
that an all-church retreat is on the calendar for February 22nd. 

The agenda for the Annual Meeting will include dedication of the new patio, adop-
tion of the 2014 budget, election of officers, and church approval of new ways of 
handling the accounting function of the treasurer’s position. 

Carolyn adjourned the meeting with a prayer at 7:30 PM.  

Submitted,  Hugh Satterlee-Clerk 
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 OUR FEBRUARY MISSION OUTREACH OFFERING 

Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
(C.I.C.)  

GOAL      $500 
 

Our Special Offering this month will 
be directed to support the work of 
the Correctional Institutions Chap-
laincy of Santa Clara County 
(C.I.C.) C.I.C. is a non-profit corpo-
ration founded in 1962 that oper-
ates with the local governmental 
agencies involved with corrections 
work. The ministry works directly 
with the men, women, boys and 
girls incarcerated in our county jails 
and juvenile facilities. 

“Every day CIC touches hundreds 
of men, women, boys, and girls in 
county jails and juvenile facilities.  

The chaplains are your missionaries to go behind those bars and fences.  
They go where others fear to go or cannot go, bringing a redemptive mes-
sage of hope, forgiveness, and Christ’s love to angry, frustrated, hurting, 
and rejected people. (Their) primary mission is to minister to individual 
needs and present the “Good News” of the gospel of Jesus Christ to all 
who will listen.  Lives are changed as inmates, young and old, respond to 
and accept Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and Lord.”  

The funding for this ministry comes from Santa Clara County, individuals, 
and through the support of churches such as ours.  Just as Jesus minis-
tered to those in prison, we can do likewise with our financial giving. “I 
was in prison, and you visited me.” Matthew 25:36b.  Please give gener-
ously to reach our goal of $500. 
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Minister: Rev. Randle (Rick) Mixon 

650–327-0561; FAX 650-327-1562 

Email: fbc-paloalto@sbcglobal.net 

Web Site: www.fbc-paloalto.org 
 

FEBRUARY MISSION OFFERING:  
Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of  

Santa Clara County (C.I.C.) 
GOAL      $500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF PALO ALTO                                
305 N. California Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA  94302-4105 
 

Address Correction Requested            

 
 
 
 

 
 

                                               
 

 

 

 

 

 


