
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
May 14, 2014 

 
Words to Consider: “So I ask you to share my prayer, that ‘the mountain be cast into the depths of the 
sea’, the fear be lifted from all our hearts and that we may develop the daring, viscerally moved, 
shepherdly heart of love along with the creative projects such a heart will enflame as we follow our Lord 
outside the camp.” 

James Alison, On Being Liked 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
       

 CHURCH CHOIR on Thursday, May 15 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor. 
 
 SPIRE DEADLINE, Friday, May 16. 

 
 ESTATE SALE at the home of Joanne Jones, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, May 16, 17, 

18, 9 AM - 5 PM at 2514 Webster Street, should anyone want to stop by.  
 

 “THE ART OF SOUND: 
AMONG ANGELS,” The 
Choral Project, 8:00 PM in the 
Sanctuary. For more information:  
www.sjcp.org. or see the bulletin 
boards. 

 
 SUNDAY, MAY 18, 10:00 AM Worship and Sunday School: “Growing into Salvation,” 

Pastor Rick preaching. 11:30 AM Adult Spiritual Formation: “Cultivating Joy in the Midst 
of Manufactured Desire” from Life on the Vine: Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit by Philip 
Kenneson, led by Pastor Tripp, Parlor. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, May 20, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos at Janet 
Maxwell’s apartment. The address is 373 Pine Lane, #2106, Los Altos. Let Pastor Rick 
know if you need transportation. 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, May 21 – 8:30 AM, at Palo Alto Breakfast House, 
2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are welcome. 

 
 
 

http://www.sjcp.org/


UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
   
 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, May 22 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery Cafe, 3375 

El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are invited to join in. 
 

 CHURCH COUNCIL meeting, Thursday, May 22, 5:00 PM, Parlor. 
 

 
“GROW TOGETHER,” ISING GIRLCHOIR 
CONCERTS, Friday, May 23 and Saturday, 
May 24, 7:00 PM, in the Sanctuary.  For more 
information: www.isingsv.com. 
 
 

 SUNDAY, MAY 25, 10:00 AM Worship and Sunday School: “Accounting for Hope,” 
Pastor Rick preaching. 11:30 AM Adult Spiritual Formation: Cultivating Joy in the Midst 
of Manufactured Desire - our series with Phil Kenneson's book, Life on the Vine continues 
with a conversation about how many of our public conversations begin with the 
assumption of scarcity. What if, on the other hand, we started with the virtue of joy? 
What if our first assumption was simply to be joyful in what we have? We already have 
all we need to do the work to which God calls us. 

 
 SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 10:00 AM, Worship for the whole family:  Youth Sunday, Oscar 

Ramirez preaching, recognition of graduates.  11:30 AM, Special Business Meeting to 
take action on the Renewal Proposal. 

 
 

The SPECIAL OFFERING FOR MAY is our annual 
offering for the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North 
America. We are one of the original congregational partners 
of BPFNA, generously supporting their important work 
over the years. The mission of the Baptist Peace Fellowship 
of North America is to gather, equip and mobilize Baptists 

to build a culture of peace rooted in justice.  For further information, see the website at 
bpfna.org.  Please give generously.  To date we have received $210 toward our goal of $500. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.isingsv.com/


IN THE WORLD 
 

 
A REPORT FROM NIGERIA 

Dan Buttry 
 

Greetings from Nigeria! I am at a Baptist women's camp in Ede, a couple hours drive outside of 
Ibadan in southwestern Nigeria. Ibadan is where the Nigerian Baptist Convention and the All-Africa 
Baptist Fellowship have their headquarters. We're gathered he for the 10-day Training of Conflict 
Transformation Trainers. We held a similar training in Kenya last September, but the response for 
this training in Africa was so strong we had to schedule another one, this time in Nigeria. 
 
There are some very exciting dimensions to this training. First, we have participants from 10 
countries: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Central African Republic, Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, Ghana, and Nigeria. We had some extra challenges bringing the three for C.A.R. 
because of the fighting going on there right now between Christian and Muslim militias. And the 
news has been dominated by the kidnapping of around 200 school girls in northern Nigeria by 
Islamist extremists known as Boko Haram. We came into the airport with the welcome of extra 
heavy armed security because of recent bombings in the Nigerian capital of Abuja and threats by 
Boko Haram to attack Lagos. So our peacemaking training is set in a sobering context, but we have 
some very special peacemakers. 
 
This particular training has been co-sponsored with the All-Africa Baptist Fellowship. Their General 
Secretary Duro Ayanrinola made the invitation to me to work with AABF on the training when we 
were together a couple years ago in Zimbabwe for the All-Africa Baptist Youth Fellowship's annual 
meeting. We have a lot of youth participants (youth outside the U.S. usually means from 15 to 30 
years of age--what we would call young adults) in the training as a result. 
 
Our training was held at Camp Young, a women's camp for the Nigerian Baptist Convention. The 
rooms, meals and facilities were basic and simple, but decent. In the training for the first week we 
covered the topics of conflict analysis, conflict resolution, mediation, dealing with diversity in 
groups (mainstream/margin), and power dynamics. Over the weekend we've been focusing on 
experiential education and designing peacemaking workshops for each person's context. 
 
But what is amazing is the quality of our participants. There are Frederick and Gideon from Liberia 
who work teaching ex-combatants from the Liberian Civil War to try to heal them and reintegrate 
them into society. James from Uganda also works with young people who have been swept up in 
the wars and violence of that country, been traumatized, and only know how to relate to others 
with violence. Shade works on community transformation in northern Nigeria where 
Christian/Muslim conflicts often erupt into violence. Nicolas is the leader of the Baptist in C.A.R., 
and he is seeking to train pastors in trauma healing in the wake of the violence between Christian 
and Muslim communities. Michelline is from Ghana and a leader for the All-Africa Baptist Youth 
Fellowship, and she's concerned to get the young people addressing the key issues of violence in 



Africa. Amen Ashafa works with Justice and Peace Builders in Kaduna, Nigeria, one of the 
epicenters of the Christian/Muslim violence in the north of that country. Melvin and Harry are 
energetic young people from Sierra Leone with a passion for healing the youth of their country 
from the scars of the war they suffered under. 
 
Though it all I was co-facilitating with Lance Muteyo from Zimbabwe. Lance is a younger emerging 
leader who was with us in the same training in Kenya in September 2013. His passion and initiative 
have put him into the forefront of peacemaking training. He travelled with me to Zambia in 
February, then in April he went along to Malawi to train Baptist youth in peacemaking. I did some 
coaching of Lance along the way, but he added richly to our team with his energy, dramatic 
presence, and passion for peace. It's been great to see Lance shine as facilitator!  
 
A highlight was the tree planting ceremony on Saturday. We took a break from the training to 
dress up in national garb-I wore a beautiful wool shirt and cap given to me by the Sierra Leone 
group. After a moving opening to the ceremony Lance and I planted a mango tree while the 
participants planted a cashew tree. We got lots of great photos from this colorful gathering 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday joys:  Pamela Sullivan (May 15), Carole Low (May 16), Lois Ville (May 17), 
Melanie Ramirez (May 21) 

 For Don Ha’s friend, Ralph Villamor, who proposed to his girlfriend in our 
Fellowship Hall on Saturday night – she said “yes” 

 For Pastor Tripp who will become Director of Admissions at the American Baptist 
Seminary of the West beginning July 1 

 For the excellent work and fine sermon of our intern, Doug Davidson 
 Skip Parodi for the joy that Thelma was able to be in church Sunday with his wife, 

Amy, and two daughters 
 Thelma Parodi with gratitude for our congregation and all its support and faithfulness 
 Nana Spiridon for the presence of Thelma and for a Happy Mother’s Day to all 

mothers and their families 
 Alex Spiridon for the ability to love God with the whole being – body, mind and soul 
 Greetings from Cindy and Dave Lewellen, living in Morgantown, WV 
 Greetings from Tola Ashaolu with a special greeting from her mother, Bunmi, to the 

women of the congregation on Mother’s Day 
  
Concerns – New: 

 Pastor Tripp for the girls who have been kidnapped in Nigeria, for their families, and 
for the government of Nigeria 

 Pastor Rick for George Sutherland, brother of his friend, Harold Sutherland, who  was 
seriously injured in a crane accident in San Diego last week and for Harold as he cares 
for him 

 Lois Ville for her sister, Carol, in Michigan, still having back problems 



 For Thelma Parodi who is at home recovering from a fractured leg 
 For Oleta Proctor who is now at home recovering from her surgery 
 Marilyn Hunwick for Don and Judy Nason, both of whom were injured in a recent 

auto accident in New Zealand 
 Soo Kim for Doug Lee and their family as he is having difficulties obtaining the right 

visa and is detained in Korea 
 For the difficult situations in CAR, Syria, and the Ukraine 

 
 Ongoing: 

 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 Laura Garcia for Janice with health concerns 
 For Ruth Clark, Earl and Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Owen, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the well-being of our church; for wisdom and guidance for our leaders and its 

future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice for 

the abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of measures to 

heal our communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and less free    
 

       



 
SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2014 

 
“Growing into Salvation” 

Pastor Rick Preaching 
 
Lectionary reading for the Week: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; John 14:1-14; Acts 7:55-60; 1 PETER 2:1-
10.  (Focus scripture for this week is in bold.) 
 
Do our hearts become troubled? Yes, very often they do. We wonder how we can build our 
faith to the point where we can believe in a different world – where we can see God in the 
midst of hardship. 
 
Look at Peter’s letter and believe that we can drink that pure, spiritual milk that God offers us. 
That’s where we can begin again, regardless of how old we’ve become in the church. We are 
offered that nourishment in many ways – through prayer, through the words and symbols of 
our liturgies, through the example of those who love us into loving ourselves because they 
believe in God’s love for us. 
 
Perhaps the most powerful way of growing in the spirit is through sharing the Eucharist and 
believing that Jesus left this with us so we could touch him and know he is in us. There is the 
power. There is the mystery that explodes within us if we just open our hearts and minds to all 
God reveals to us. There is the well of power that helps us continue looking for ways to build 
that Kingdom of heaven here while we wait to take our place in the world to come. 
 
Peter reminds us that we are chosen, we are a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of God. 
Do you believe that? Do you really?  If not, how can we help you to begin to grasp the 
meaning of those words?  When people do begin to believe these words, they find themselves 
doing amazing things. We might first think of those people like Stephen who give their lives 
for what they believe. But then we must also think of ourselves who may be called to build the 
kingdom in different ways, through teaching, writing, through the example of our integrity, 
and genuineness. 
 
Jesus never promised a safe and trouble-free life for those who followed him – far from it. He 
was always very honest about the fact that “the world” would most often cover its ears and 
shout, and sometimes throw stones. But if we try – if we believe that we are chosen, that there 
is truth in the saying that one candle brings light into the darkness – then we are building, 
piece by piece. We are adding stone upon stone, and we will feel the difference in ourselves. 
 



We need to be careful, however, not to think we have to complete the building of the Kingdom 
either all by ourselves, or at least in our lifetime. Our human desire to be successful, complete, 
wholly satisfied, can be a stumbling block for us just as rejecting Jesus was a stumbling block 
according to Peter. 
 
The Kingdom here will never be finished, it just continues to grow. We are a part, a critical and 
unique part, but not the whole. There is always more to learn and more to offer of ourselves to 
others. Evil will never cease trying to destroy the goodness of a holy place. And so the need to 
continue building ourselves up, but also to work together, pray together, become that holy 
nation, a holy community, right here with those sitting with and around you. 
 
Each and every one of you is called. Each and every one of you is invited to follow Jesus who 
is our way, our truth and our life.  The Good News is that Jesus is with us. He has promised 
never to leave us. We are holy. We are chosen. We are God’s beloved.  (Susanna Metz, 
“Building the Kingdom, Stone by Stone,” episcopaldigitalnetwork.comg). 
 
Prayer:  Come to Christ, the living stone that was rejected, and build on him, with yourselves as living 
stones, build yourselves into a spiritual home.  Amen. 
 
 

 
A  NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 

Thanks to Pastor Tripp and everyone else who helped cover for me while I was gone last 
week.  I had a good trip to Maine.  The annual gathering of the Alliance of Baptists was 
excellent.  The focus was on racial and economic justice.  We had outstanding leadership from 
Bill Kondrath, Marie Onwubuariri, Curtiss Paul DeYoung and Osagyefo Sekou as well as 
outstanding music, workshops and community time.  The rest of the week was taken up by a 
board meeting of the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists.  It was a challenging 
meeting but we got a lot of good work done.  At the end of the week, we had a important 
conversation with the leadership of the ABC-USA, which holds some promise for a different 
future for lgbtq people in the life of our denomination.  On Thursday I had a free day, which I 
spent in the charming seaside village of Ogunquit, ME.   
 
Thanks to Doug for doing such a fine job with the service and his sermon.  We have been 
blessed to have him as our intern this year.  This Sunday we will continue to look at the two 
little letters attributed to Peter, found at the back of the New Testament.  As I said a couple of 
weeks ago, in contrast to Paul’s sometimes chiding epistles, Peter’s seem to be an exercise in 
appreciative inquiry.  He is out to encourage and build up small churches that are struggling 
to survive in the face of increasing persecution.  Sunday’s focus will be on what is probably the 



most familiar passage from these letters, the one in which he lifts them up as a chosen people, 
a royal priesthood moving from the shadows into God’s redeeming light.  
 
I hope you will all be here at 10 AM on Sunday for worship and then stay for Adult Spiritual 
Formation as Pastor Tripp continues the series, “Life on the Vine: Cultivating the Fruit of the 
Spirit,” based on the book by Philip Kenneson.  This week’s focus will be “Cultivating Joy in 
the Midst of Manufactured Desire.” 
 
And remember if you have questions or concerns about the revised Renewal Proposal, we 
want to hear from you so that we can be in conversation before the special business meeting 
on June 1 to vote on the Proposal.  You may contact me, Carolyn, or any member of the Task 
Team or Council. 
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as we journey together.     
 
Pastor Rick           
 

  MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Atlantic Ocean at Ogunquit, Maine 

 


