
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
May 28, 2014 

 
Words to Consider: “While I know myself as a creation of God, I am also obligated to realize and 
remember that everyone else and everything else are also God's creation.” 

Maya Angleou 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR on Thursday, May 29at 7:30 PM in the Parlor. 
 
 SUNDAY, JUNE 1, CHILDREN AND YOUTH SUNDAY, 10:00 AM, Worship for the 

whole family:  This will be a special day in the life of our congregation. The children 
and youth of the church will lead us in worship. Graduating high school senior, Oscar 
Ramirez will be our preacher. Together we will remember what it means to be baptized 
and how that shapes how we live in the world.   

 
11:30 AM, Special Business Meeting to take action on the Renewal Proposal. If you have 
questions or concerns about the revised Renewal Proposal, we want to hear from you so that 
we can be in conversation before the special business meeting on June 1 to vote on the 
Proposal.  You may contact Pastor Rick, Carolyn or any member of the Task Team or Council. 
 
 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, June 3, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos at Janet 

Maxwell’s apartment. The address is 373 Pine Lane, #2106, Los Altos. Let Pastor Rick 
know if you need transportation. 

 
 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, June 4 – 8:30 AM, at Palo Alto Breakfast House, 

2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are welcome. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
   

THE STANFORD PEACE+JUSTICE STUDIES INITIATIVE 
invites you to its inaugural conference 

NONVIOLENT ACTION AMIDST VIOLENT CONFLICT 
Friday-Saturday May 30-31, 2014 

Fisher Conference Center, Arrillaga Alumni Center, 326 Galvez St. 
Co-Sponsors:Center for African Studies 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Education Institute 
For more information: lionda@stanford.edu or see the bulletin boards 

Stanford Peace+Justice Studies Initiative: http://peacejustice.stanford.edu 

mailto:lionda@stanford.edu
http://peacejustice.stanford.edu/


 ALL CHURCH COOKOUT, Friday June 6, 6:00 PM, to celebrate Pastor Tripp and his 
ministry with us.  Hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments, beverage and dessert 
furnished.  Please bring salads and side dishes to share. 
 

 SUNDAY, JUNE 8, PENTECOST, 10:00 AM, Worship 
for the whole family:  Pastor Tripp preaching.  This will 
be Pastor Tripp’s last Sunday as our Minister of Faith 
Formation and Family Life.  We will celebrate his 
ministry and wish him well in his new role as Director of 
Admissions for the American Baptist Seminary of the 
West.  Everyone is invited to wear something red to 
honor the day. 

 
ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION, 11:30 AM: 
CANON, SCRIPTURE, AND WORD OF GOD Over 
the three Sundays in June – 8, 15 and 22 – Corinna 
Guerrero will address each of the above concepts. 
We start off with a little church history, but end in a 
call to advocacy. We hope you'll join us.   

 
The SPECIAL OFFERING FOR MAY is our annual 
offering for the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North 
America. We are one of the original congregational partners 
of BPFNA, generously supporting their important work 
over the years. The mission of the Baptist Peace Fellowship 
of North America is to gather, equip and mobilize Baptists 

to build a culture of peace rooted in justice.  For further information, see the website at 
bpfna.org.  Please give generously.  To date we have received $410 toward our goal of $500. 
 
SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JUNE – SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND:  Recognizing the tremendous costs today, we 
have launched a project to help support our youth with 
their aspirations of pursuing a college education. At our 
last Quarterly Business Meeting, congregation members 
present voted to dedicate this month’s offering to seed a 
scholarship fund. It was suggested that this fund be a 
part of Special Funds in order to the money grow into a larger fund.  We can’t hope to 
provide full scholarships, but we can provide a small token that might be used for books 
or other needs. Our goal for this offering this year is $500.  



IN THE WORLD 
 

IS FEMINIST A BAPTIST WORD? 
 

 Baptist identity over the past several decades cannot be understood without 
paying attention to the rise of women in leadership and ministry. 
 

By Molly T. Marshall 
 

An online firestorm has erupted following the Isla Vista killings. This past Friday 
night a 22-year-old man enacted his “Day of Retribution” by killing six and leaving 
seven injured. He intentionally targeted women. His express reason for the 

massacre was to prove himself an “alpha male” and take revenge on all the “sluts” who had 
rejected his sexual advances. 
 
This is far from the first example of a young man claiming sexual frustration as justification for 
violence against women. Laurie Penny in the New Statesman, an online commentary site, notes 
several other examples of what she calls “misogynist extremism” — men killing women because 
their sense of entitlement as to what women “owe” them has not been satisfied. 
 
Feminism is blamed by many of these raging men, and they commend one another for their violent 
actions. Feminism is caricatured as “men-hating,” and thus one of these disturbed men can write: 
 
All I ever wanted was to love women, and in turn to be loved by them back, Their behavior toward 
me has only earned my hatred and rightfully so! I am the true victim in all of this. I am the good 
guy. … I didn’t start this war. 
 
Feminism does challenge the conviction some men hold of their “birthright of easy power,” as 
Penny puts it. 
 
Many younger women distance themselves from the word, fearing that embracing the loaded term 
would diminish either their femininity or prospects for marriage or employment. They perceive 
feminist concerns as a zero sum game: if women are empowered, then men are disempowered. In 
a recent interview with Time magazine, actress Shailene Woodley (22) was asked if she considered 
herself a feminist. “No, because I love men, and I think the idea of “raise women to power, take 
the men away from the power ….” 
 
Obviously the term has gone through generational permutations, but the central focus of feminism 
remains equal dignity, opportunity and human rights for women. Around the world we hear that 
granting educational access to women is the best thing for the larger community. Educating girls 
has significant economic and social consequences — for the good. 
 
A gathering of Baptist professors at Mercer this past week used the lens of gender and feminism to 
assess what is going on in theological education and congregational life. While we celebrated gains 
in the employment of women in seminaries and as pastors, we acknowledge significant work yet to 
be done to accomplish full inclusion of women in our schools and the subsequent employment of 
female graduates. 
 
Having been around for a while in this fray, I marveled at having a session devoted to these 
concerns. I also felt chagrin, realizing that moderate/progressive schools think that the contested 
issue of women in ministry has been resolved. 
 



Women as subjects of theological education have made remarkable strides since the early ’70s — 
both as students and then scholars — yet this has been more prevalent in mainline Protestantism 
than among Baptists. I find this ironic since our theology of the priesthood of believers and local 
church autonomy provides the logical context to call women to leadership. 
 
Feminism has not been a popular word among Baptists! I remember a student asking me, after a 
year of theology courses at Southern, “Are you a Christian first or a feminist first?” I was tempted 
to use the language of Jesus, but thought it irreverent. “Have I been so long with you and you do 
not know me?” 
 
I became a feminist not by reading Betty Friedan and Gloria Steinem but by reading the Apostle 
Paul, who offered the magna carta of Christian freedom: “… there is no longer male nor female; for 
all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). He did not mean, obviously, that we cease to 
be gendered humans; rather, he meant that religious privilege in patriarchal structures was coming 
to an end. 
 
We cannot understand Baptist identity over the past several decades without paying attention to 
“women’s entry into leadership and ministry,” as Dr. Eileen Campbell-Reed has contended. I 
believe that the fear of women’s leadership was a galvanizing element in the conservative 
resurgence, and it prompted a highly selective reading of the “inerrant” Bible. 
 
Feminism is still perceived as threatening and remains on the margins of most curricula, yet clearly 
the analysis this perspective provides can reveal how fundamentalist rhetoric on the role of women 
is chaotic and determined by a hermeneutics of convenience and protracted control. Keeping silent 
about this makes us complicit in oppression. 
 
Thankfully, there are men who gladly bear the title of feminist. Glad to share power with women, 
they have the privilege and responsibility of being advocates and, in many instances, gatekeepers 
of access, for which I am grateful. 
 

"There is no place where God is not." 
 

MAYA ANGELOU 

 
 
“I believed that there was a God because I was told it by my grandmother and later by other 
adults. But when I found that I knew not only that there was God but that I was a child of God, 
when I understood that, when I comprehended that, more than that, when I internalized that, 
ingested that, I became courageous." 
 



JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday joys:  Bryce Johnson (May 28), Ann Hillier (June 4) 
 Soo Kim is delighted to report that Doug has received his visa and will be home soon 
 Marilyn Hunwick offers greetings from Pearl Pe. She is now with her sister in 

Singapore and will be going back to Myanmar in a couple of months. She wrote that 
she misses the church and friends at FBCPA and sends her love and blessings. 

 Thelma Parodi is happy to be back in worship; her leg is improving; she is thankful 
for each of us 

 Virginia Herbert who is thankful to have Thelma Parodi back in worship 
 Carolyn Shepard with thanks for our space which we can make available to groups 

like iSing Silicon Valley Girlchoir and for their great concerts last weekend 
 Chuck Syverson for a good visit to Palo Alto with hope for our future as a 

congregation 
 

 
Concerns – New: 

 For all of us affected by the death of Maya Angelou 
 For all those affected by the recent killings in Santa Barbara 
 Laura Garcia for Elizabeth Ramirez who was injured in a car accident this past week 
 Chuck Syverson for neighbors in MA, one of whose husband died suddenly this past 

week and another neighbor who graduates this week 
 Mary Martin in hope that God will be with us all our days 
 Pastor Tripp for the girls who have been kidnapped in Nigeria, for their families, and 

for the government of Nigeria 
 Pastor Rick for George Sutherland, brother of his friend, Harold Sutherland, who  was 

seriously injured in a crane accident in San Diego  
 For Lois Ville as she travels in Russia 
 For Oleta Proctor who is at home recovering from her surgery 
 Marilyn Hunwick for Don and Judy Nason, both of whom were injured in a recent 

auto accident in New Zealand 
 Soo Kim for Doug Lee and their family as he is having difficulties obtaining the right 

visa and is detained in Korea 
 For the difficult situations in CAR, Nigeria, Sudan, Syria, and the Ukraine 

 
 Ongoing: 

 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 



 Laura Garcia for Janice with health concerns 
 For Ruth Clark, Earl and Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Owen, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the well-being of our church; for wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice for 

the abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of measures to 

heal our communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and less free    
       
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2014 
 

Youth Sunday  
 

“Remembering Our Baptisms” 
Oscar Ramirez Preaching 

 
Readings for the service: Matthew 3:13-17; 1 Timothy 4:11-16     
 
Lectionary reading for the Week: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; John 17:1-11; Acts 1:6-14; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 
5:6-11.   
 
Water is one of the most powerful elements on the face of the planet. 
 
The flow of water over the ground for an extended period of time will result in a riverbed and 
possibly, over a significant enough period of time, a river valley. Water is important to 
industry, fishing, recreation, boundaries, crop irrigation, and transportation routes. In homes, 
water is used for cleaning, bathing, and preparing meals. 
 
Our body weight is made up of about sixty percent water. Our health and survival is 
determined in many ways by water and hydration. Science and experience has shown us that a 
person can survive without food for about three torturous weeks. But humans can only 
survive approximately three days without water. We need it for life. 



 
Water is powerful and fragile at the same time. Seventy percent of the earth is covered by 
water and it is one of the most important natural resources we have. The lack of availability of 
clean water is one of the causes of poverty and disease in the world today. Questions related to 
water rights and pollution are part of the modern ecological movement. Water is vital to the 
sustenance of humans, animals, and vegetation. Care for the Earth’s water supply is essential 
to the continued survival of the planet. 
 
Images of water are part of the Hebrew and Christian texts. Genesis 7 provides us a glimpse of 
water as both deliverance and destruction. Water is the means of deliverance of the Israelites 
from their captors in Exodus. Isaiah 35 and Amos 5:24 depict God’s justice in water imagery. 
John 4 provides the story of living water and the Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus is found 
teaching and travelling along water, he utilizes it for healing, and he uses the image of water 
as a teaching tool. And the images go on and on. 
 
Water in this passage is for the purpose of baptism (Matthew 3:13-17). Jesus arrives at the 
Jordan River to be baptized by John, who feels unworthy to perform the baptism (verse 14). In 
the waters of baptism we are connected to God, to our community, and to all of salvation 
history. In the waters of baptism we are infused with the Spirit to do God’s will. 
 
Jesus submitted himself to baptism, despite the fact that he was sinless according to most 
traditions (verse 15). He was embodying a behavior he would later command his followers to 
do as they took up his cross to follow him.2 Baptism is an important sacrament in the life of the 
church. For many it is a cleansing of sins, for others it is an entry rite into membership in the 
community of faith, and for others still of the faith it is a dying to sin and rising in faith and 
righteousness. (Karyn Wiseman, “Commentary on Matthew 3:13-17, January 12, 2014,” 
workingpreacher.org). 
 
Prayer:  Creator God, our soul's delight, your voice thunders over the waters, liberating the future from 
the past.   In the Spirit's power and the waters of rebirth, Jesus was declared your blessed and beloved 
Son; may we recall our baptism, and be disciples of the Anointed One. Amen 
 

 
 

A  NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 
 

I love the fact that this is a place that welcomes and embraces young people.  As I mentioned 
last week, we hosted concerts for the Silicon Valley Boychoir and iSing Silicon Valley Girlchoir 
at the same time we have the ongoing presence of the New Mozart School for Music.  The 
building is often crawling with kids.  I want to tell you that the Girlchoir concerts Friday and 



Saturday were terrific.  Not only were the concerts musically excellent, the leadership and 
teaching of Jennah Delp-Somers and Shane Troll is remarkable.  This program has become a 
real asset not only to our church but to the cultural life of Silicon Valley. 
 
And speaking of assets, our own children and youth will be leading us in worship Sunday.  
This is the first time in the years I’ve been here that we’ve done something quite like this.  
Pastor Tripp and Doug have been working with the kids this spring on the topic of baptism.  
Now they have created a worship service in which we will be “Remembering Our Baptisms” 
along with them.  I am especially pleased that Oscar Ramirez, who is graduating soon from 
Los Altos High and heading off to Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, will be bringing the Reflection 
on the Word.  I am looking forward to what he has to share with us.  You will surely want to 
be present for this gift from our children and youth.  By the way, they are also hosting the 
fellowship time after worship. 
 
 
Following the service, we will hold the Special Business Meeting to take action on the Renewal 
Proposal, brought to us by the Renewal Task Team through the Church Council.    I am sure 
you are all aware of the process this proposal has been through.  We came to you originally 
with a great candidate for the proposed new pastoral position, but in the end she was not 
available.  At our Quarterly Business Meeting in April we brought you a revision of the 
proposal that removes references to a specific candidate and proposes the creation of a search 
process for a new candidate.  We invited and have been open to talking with anyone in the 
congregation prior to Sunday’s meeting.  I hope you have taken advantage of this invitation if 
you continue to have questions or concerns.  I am hopeful that we have come to the place 
where we can embrace this proposal and move forward in a timely manner.   I also continue to 
pray that God will sustain and guide us as we look to God’s future for us. 
 
So plan to be here at 10:00 AM for Youth Sunday and then stay for this very important 
business meeting. 
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as we journey together.     
 
Pastor Rick           
 

  MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
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