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Words to Consider:  “Sometimes it is the vocation of the prophet to say seemingly nonsensical statements such 
as, “Blessed are the poor, Blessed are those who mourn, Blessed are the persecuted,” in order to proclaim to the 
world that an upside-down kingdom has come in Jesus.” 

Bo Lim 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, June 26 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery Cafe, 3375 El 
Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are invited to join in. 

 
 “MYTHS AND REALITIES ABOUT THE HOLY LAND: A PALESTINIAN-AMERICAN 

CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE,” Thursday, June 26, 7:00 PM, Fellowship Hall.  Special guests 
Tarek Abuata and G. J. Tarazi will share their first-hand assessments of the situation in 
Palestine.  Both are founding members of the Palestinian Christian Alliance for Peace, a non-
sectarian, ecumenical alliance of Palestinian-American Christians that seeks to provide a clear 
voice and presence in faith-based communities in the USA.  For more information: 
donamaysp@abcglobal.net.  FBCPA Council is a co-sponsor of this event. 

 
 “EARTHSONGS: AMERICANA” – The Choral Project presents a concert of wonderful music 

from the Americas in our sanctuary, Friday, June 27 at 8:00 PM.  Veterans and students are 
eligible for free admission.  Ushers are also needed.  See Pastor Rick, Dan Cudworth or Afan 
Huang or the flyers on the bulletin boards for more information.  www.sjcp.org. 
 

 ASSISTANT PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE, Saturday, June 28, 9:30 AM, in the Parlor. 
 

 SUNDAY, JUNE 29, Third Sunday of Pentecost, 10:00 AM, Worship and Sunday School:  
“Prophets of Peace,” Pastor Rick preaching.  First Patio Hour of the summer hosted by Caroline 
Shepard and Marilyn Hunwick. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, July 1, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos at Janet Maxwell’s 
apartment. The address is 373 Pine Lane, #2106, Los Altos. Let Pastor Rick know if you need a 
ride.  transportation. 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, July 2 – 8:30 AM, at Palo Alto Breakfast House, 2706 
Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:donamaysp@abcglobal.net
http://www.sjcp.org/


UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
   

SAVE THE DATE!  CHURCH PICNIC, Sunday July 6, immediately following worship.  
Come to church in picnic attire and stay for fun, food and fellowship.   
 

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JUNE – SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND:  Recognizing the tremendous costs today, we have 
launched a project to help support our youth with their 
aspirations of pursuing a college education. At our last 
Quarterly Business Meeting, congregation members present 
voted to dedicate this month’s offering to seed a scholarship 
fund. It was suggested that this fund be a part of Special 
Funds in order to the money grow into a larger fund.  We 
can’t hope to provide full scholarships, but we can provide a 
small token that might be used for books or other needs. To 

date we have received $1075 toward our goal of $500! 
 
WHAT’S UP???  PATIO HOUR IS COMING 
SOON!  Summer is coming and with it the warm 
mornings, which we can enjoy outside on our new 
patio, after worship.  Families, or a group of 
friends, and Task Team members are urged to take 
turns providing refreshments for Patio Hour on our 
very new and desirable PATIO space.  Please 
choose a Sunday when you and your family or 
group can take a turn serving refreshments, setting 
up the table and afterwards taking down and 
putting away, including cleaning up.  
Congregational Care task team members will provide suggestions and advice including suggestions for 
what to serve and where to find it.  PATIO HOUR begins on Sunday, June 29, and ends on August 31.  
Your offerings are always appreciated (from Eleanor Satterlee). 
 
DEVELOPMENTAL ASSETS COMMUNITY ART CONTEST:  Help the Palo Alto Developmental 
Assets Initiative design posters and such to help promote the asset Caring Neighborhoods. Palo Alto 
and Stanford residents are encouraged to participate in this community art competition. Art should 
represent community and neighborhood collaboration in our neighborhoods. Artwork can be 
photography, paintings or drawings and should be turned in digitally by email to 
devassetspaloalto@gmail.com before June 30th 2014. The Caring Neighbors Team (13 teens from across 
Palo Alto) will be he judges. Up to three submissions will be awarded cash prizes of $50 each and the 
artwork will be used for Developmental Assets posters and promotions for future community 
activities. When submitting art work please include your name age neighborhood and a brief summary 
of your artwork.  

mailto:devassetspaloalto@gmail.com


IN THE WORLD 
 

BJC OPPOSES COLORADO VOUCHER PLAN 

A Baptist church-state watchdog group has filed a legal brief opposing school vouchers in Colorado. 

By Bob Allen 
The Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty has joined a lawsuit asking the Colorado Supreme 
Court to declare a pilot program using taxpayer dollars for private school vouchers 
unconstitutional. 

The BJC, a religious-liberty organization that serves 15 cooperating Baptist conventions and 
conferences in the United States with supporting congregations across the nation, joined groups 
representing Jewish, Hindu and Disciples of Christ traditions in a friend-of-the-court brief filed May 
29. 

The brief says what the diverse groups have in common are a “firm commitment to the principle 
that religious education of children is a matter best left to families and their houses of worship” and 
knowing from “long experience that the use of tax dollars to fund religious institutions and religious 
education impedes rather than advances the cause of religious freedom.” 
For that reason, they asked the state’s highest court to find that the Court of Appeals made a 
mistake when it determined in February 2013 the “Choice Scholarship Program” that operates in 
Douglas County, Colo., did not violate the state's constitution. 

The program provides 500 vouchers that students may use to attend private schools both within 
and outside Douglas County. More than three quarters of the private schools that participate in the 
program are religious schools. 

 “The BJC has long opposed vouchers for the threat they pose to religious 
liberty,” BJC General Counsel Holly Hollman said in an article in the June 
2014 Report from the Capital. “As the brief explains, programs like the one in 
this case encroach on that principle by interfering with free choice in matters of 
conscience and making religion dependent on government.” 

In 2002 the United States Supreme Court ruled 5-4 in Zelman v. Simmons-
Harris that a voucher program in Ohio did not violate the Establishment Clause 
of the U.S. Constitution. The case before the Colorado Supreme Court, 

however, hinges on a clause in the state constitution forbidding the use of public dollars for 
religious instruction in sectarian schools. 
 
Hollman said about 35 states have “no aid” provisions in their constitutions, and Colorado’s is one 
of the strongest. 

The school board and state education department argued in lower courts that judges should 
disregard the funding ban because its passage was motivated by anti-Catholic bigotry. 

The BJC brief counters, “The historical record does not support their position.” 

The brief says the “impulse toward nonsectarian public education” that led to no-aid clauses were 
generally seen as a “sincere effort to make public education available for children of all faiths and 
races, while respecting Jeffersonian notions of church-state separation.” 

It also says states were enacting no-aid provisions prior to the 19th century influx of Catholic 
immigration, which bolstered support for an unsuccessful effort by U.S. Speaker of the House 
James Blaine to add a no-aid clause to the federal Constitution, earning the epithet “Blaine 
Amendment” to similar laws criticized as anti-Catholic. 

http://www.adl.org/civil-rights/adl-in-the-courts/amicus-briefs/brief-pdfs/ab-2014-larue-v-colorado-board-ed.pdf
http://bjconline.org/hollman-report-bjc-opposes-school-vouchers-files-brief-in-colorado-case/
http://www.oyez.org/cases/2000-2009/2001/2001_00_1751
http://www.oyez.org/cases/2000-2009/2001/2001_00_1751


The brief says there is no evidence that Blaine had any personal animosity toward Catholicism —
 his mother was Catholic and his daughters went to Catholic schools — but his proposal was likely a 
sincere effort to deal with ongoing controversies over the proper role of public schools amid 
increasing diversity.  (ABP, MONDAY, JUNE 23, 2014) 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday joy: Bob Towner and Jamie Shi (June 25), Leo Alexander (June 27), Thelma Tuttle 
(June 28,) Marcia Heydon (June 29), Anthia Halfmann (July 2) 

 For Grace Baptist Church, San Jose on the occasion of their 100th anniversary 
 Sachiko Berry for Bob Towner as he celebrates his 95th birthday 
 For Daniel, Deborah, Douglas and Sarah Ha as they enjoy a hot air balloon adventure 

 
Concerns – New: 

 Thelma Parodi for the family and friends of her sister-in-law, Carolyn, who died a week ago 
 For Teresa Hagen who fell recently, cutting her chin and breaking several teeth 
 For the people of Iraq in a time of violent  upheaval 
 Carolyn Shepard for traveling mercies for Soo Kim and Doug and Hegene Lee as they travel 

to Korea to see family and friends 
 Lynn Hunwick for children who have to “cross borders” for survival 
 For June Lee who is at Channing House health unit, recovering from a mild stroke 
 Nana Spiridon for Alex and family as Alex adjusts to his new living environment in a memory 

care facility; for peace in their family 
 For Oleta Proctor who is at home recovering from her surgery 

 
 Ongoing: 

 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 Laura Garcia for Janice with health concerns 
 For Ruth Clark, Earl and Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Owen, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the well-being of our church; for wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice for the 

abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of measures to heal 

our communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and less free    



 
SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 2014 

 
“Prophets of Peace” 

Pastor Rick Preaching 
 
Lectionary reading for the Week: Psalm 13; JEREMIAH 28:5-9; Matthew 10:40-42; Romans 6:12-23.  
(This week’s focus scripture is in bold.) 
 
 I still recall watching the 1972 movie, “The Poseidon Adventure” as a kid. In particular, I remember 
the horror I felt watching the scene where the majority of the passengers, rather than head toward the 
bottom decks of the ship to safety, moved toward the top decks to their doom. Certainly under normal 
circumstances they would be making the right choice. But since the boat had capsized, what was up 
was now down, and what was previously down was now up. Getting to safety required rightly 
assessing the situation and following a reliable guide. 
 
The world of Jeremiah has been turned upside down. Jeremiah himself has been partly responsible for 
this upside-down-world since his very call as a prophet is “to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy 
and to overthrow” (Jeremiah 1:10). The world as God’s people knew it was collapsing before their very 
eyes because they had broken the covenant with their God. It was Jeremiah’s vocation to bring to an 
end to the covenant Israel made with God at Sinai and codified in the book of Deuteronomy. 
 
Whereas normally the role of a prophet was to pray and intercede on behalf of the people, in Jeremiah 
7:16 God instructs Jeremiah to no longer do so. Mt. Zion was considered the mighty fortress of God and 
impenetrable because of the presence of Yahweh (cf. Psalm 46; 48), yet in Jeremiah 21:1-10 Jeremiah 
calls upon Zedekiah to surrender Jerusalem over to the Babylonians. 
 
Jeremiah warns the people that it will be the false prophets who will announce a quick end to 
Babylonian rule (27:16-17). So when Hananiah announces, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel: I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. Within two years I will bring back to this place all 
the vessels of the LORD's house, which King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon took away from this place 
and carried to Babylon” (Jeremiah 28:2-3), these words are in direct opposition to the message of 
Jeremiah. In dramatic fashion, Hananiah goes on to take the yoke from Jeremiah’s neck and breaks it as 
a sign that the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar’s rule will come to an end within two years (28:10-11). 
 
Yet because he is a truth teller, Jeremiah provides a counterargument in 28:7-8, however unpopular 
that may have been to his audience. He rests his ultimate trust in the providence of God to affirm true 
prophecy (28:9; cf. Deuteronomy 18:21-22). Not only does the death of Hananiah demonstrate his 
prophecy to be false (28:15-17; Deuteronomy 18:19-20), but final form of the book demonstrates 
Jeremiah’s prophecy to be true. Discernment is required from God’s people to determine the true word 
of the LORD. 
 



Sometimes God’s prophet speaks words that seem utterly contradictory to our sensibilities. In such 
cases it may not be that the prophet has gotten God’s message confused, but rather God’s people have 
gotten their priorities reversed. Sometimes it is the vocation of the prophet to say seemingly 
nonsensical statements such as, “Blessed are the poor, Blessed are those who mourn, Blessed are the 
persecuted,” in order to proclaim to the world that an upside-down kingdom has come in Jesus. (Bo 
Lim, “Commentary on Jeremiah 28:5-9, June 29, 2014,” workingpreacher.org). 
 
Prayer:  Through dreams and visions, O God, you broaden the horizon and hope of your people, that they may 
discover the meaning of your covenant, even in the midst of trial and exile.  Increase the number of those who 
believe in your word so that all people may joyfully respond to your call and share in your promises. Amen. 
 

 
 

A  NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 
 

It’s summer time and the living is easy, well maybe for some anyway.  The rest of us keep plugging 
along. This week is especially busy for those of us who sang in The Choral Project – Dan Cudworth, 
Afan Huang and myself – as we prepare for our last concert series of the season.  Pardon the shameless 
promotion but if you want to hear an exceptional choral concert of music you will love, I encourage to 
show up for one of these concerts.  The music includes hymns, songs, and folk tunes from the Americas 
–USA, Canada and Latin America.  Friday night will be in our sanctuary.  Veterans, children and youth 
are eligible for free admission. 
 
Saturday morning we will have the first meeting of our Assistant Pastor Search Committee.  As I 
mentioned last week, Dan Cudworth, Don Ha, Melanie Ramirez and Hugh Satterlee have agreed to 
serve with Carolyn Shepard and me on this committee.  We will look over job descriptions and lay out 
a process on Saturday.  If you have input, please feel free to give it to any committee member and 
please hold us in your prayers. 
 
Sunday we will spend more time with the prophet, Jeremiah.  In this week’s text, we find Jeremiah in a 
battle with the court prophet, Hananiah, over true and false prophecy.  Is it right to promise peace 
when it really is not on the horizon, nor have the people done those things that make for peace?  What 
does it mean to be a true prophet of peace?  After worship, we will enjoy the summer’s first patio hour, 
hosted by Marilyn Hunwick and Carolyn Shepard/ 
 
See you Sunday at 10 AM for Worship, Sunday School and fellowship on the patio. 
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as we journey together.     
 
Pastor Rick           

  MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
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