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                  MIXON MUSES 

My writing time this month has been taken up with papers for my Spiritual Direction 
classes, so I thought for this month’s musing I might share some of what I wrote for 
my class on The Art of Discernment.  I reflect on my own experience and some 
learning I had from the experience and reflection.  As I have mentioned, San Fran-
cisco Theological Seminary, where our classes are held, resides on top of a hill in 
San Anselmo. 
 
“Personally, as I recall it now, one of the gifts of our class time “up on the hill,” was 
the invitation this class offered to pay attention, to notice and then to reflect on the 
spiritual nature and depth of what we saw, heard, felt around us and within us.  This 
is not an exercise to which I have been overly prone and, I will confess, since com-
ing down “off the mountain,” I have settled back into the inevitably undermining 
stress of a full and busy life.  So, the exercise of going back over the observations I 
made and journaled is a useful one.  It reminds me of that this sort of reflecting, dis-
cerning exercise is invaluable to spiritual formation or to life in the Spirit, if you 
will. 
 
A long time ago, Robert Raines wrote a little devotional book entitled, Surprised by 
Joy.  The gist of that slender volume is the surprising richness of the presence of God 
in and around us, all the time, if we’re open to it.  Being open is key.  I do believe 
there is much in life that weighs us down, that blurs our vision and blunts our per-
ception.  Life can become consumed with stultifying ritualization.  Both surprise and 
joy are forced out and it may seem as if God has abandoned us – that is if we ever 
make room or take the time to think about God in the first place.  I’m sure this is 
something of an overstatement, but I have always been drawn to the wisdom in 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s poetic phrase: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Earth’s crammed with heaven, 

And every common bush afire with God; 

But only he who sees, takes off his shoes, 

The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries, 
And daub their natural faces unaware... 
                                                  (“Aurora Leigh”) 
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I take this to mean that wonder is all around us, if we open our eyes.  Thin places are 
more prevalent than we can imagine.  God is ever present and is as near to us as we 
will allow God to be.  The potentiality for surprise and for joy is so much more than 
we make room for.  So a crucial element to spiritual formation is a willingness to 
slow down, to listen, look, smell, taste, feel how God is present in myriad ways we 
never expect or look for – sometimes as tiny and fragile as a butterfly’s wings, some-
times as overwhelming  and immense as the moon and stars on a cloudless night. 
 
The third theme is beauty [on which I focus.]  I don’t know if I would have chosen 
this theme if I hadn’t gone back over my reflection papers.  Since the experience of 
what I call the “nature walk” that we did for this class, I have been more conscious 
of beauty all around.  I think I have always been strongly affected by what I find to 
be beautiful, but the intentional focus of the exercise invited and assisted me in see-
ing how much more beauty there was around than I was aware of and just how im-
portant it is to me.  Another aspect of the Elizabeth Barrett Browning quotation is the 
encouragement to look for and find the beauty of holiness in the small things and the 
everyday.   
 
The beautiful, which can be an indicator of God’s presence, if not a synonym for it, 
can be found in decaying leaves, gnarled oaks, oddly placed cacti, a labyrinth that 
looks out a cloud-capped mountain peak, the song of a flute or the blaze of a trum-
pet, the words of the poet or the mystic or even the preacher, the smell of bread bak-
ing or summer’s harvest, the crash of the waves or the swirl of the dancer.  I love the 
lines from Thornton Wilder’s, Our Town, when the newly deceased Emily is allowed 
a last look back over her life in the tiny town of Grover’s Corners and exclaims,  

But, just for a moment now we're all together. Mama, just for a moment 
we're happy. Let's look at one another. I can't. I can't go on. It goes so fast. 
We don't have time to look at one another. I didn't realize. All that was going 
on in life and we never noticed. Take me back - up the hill - to my grave. 
But first: Wait! One more look. Good-bye, Good-bye, world. Good-bye, 
Grover's Corners, Mama and Papa. Good-bye to clocks ticking and Mama's 
sunflowers. And food and coffee. And new-ironed dresses and hot baths and 
sleeping and waking up. Oh, earth, you're too wonderful for anybody to real-
ize you. Do any human beings ever realize life while they live it - every, 
every minute? 

 
Let’s look at one another.  Let’s look around at the glory of the mundane and the 
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beauty of the everyday.  Let’s learn to take it all in while we can, for there is some-
thing in this seeing and realizing that leads to love in all its richness – to love for 
God, for one another, for ourselves, for all creation.  Love becomes the way and des-
tination, the journey and our home.  The gift of life is more beautiful, more wonder-
ful, more precious than we can ever know.  There are “…openings through which 
my love can flow into the life of the other, and at the same time locate myself in 
openings through which love can flow into me.”  May our practice of spiritual direc-
tion lead us ever more deeply, fully, richly into the beauty of holiness.  Whatever 
touches us and lifts us to a higher plane or accompanies to the deepest depths is 
beautiful.” 
 
Pastor Rick 

Although most of the youth 
and children were away, 
Tripp gave an excellent 
analogy between retun-
ing his old guitar with 
"retuning" the church of let-
ting some things go and 
making new adjustments. 
Many attended the last ses-

sion of Adult Spiritual Formation led by Tripp and we are grateful for his in-
troducing us to new and creative ways of examining what we do and be-
lieve.  Jin and Jane.  
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ADULT SPIRITUAL 

FORMATION 

SUNDAY, 11:30 AM: 

 

 CANON, SCRIP‐

TURE, AND WORD 

OF GOD 

 
 Over  the  three  Sundays 
in  June  –  8,  15  and  22  – 

Corinna  Guerrero  will 

address  each  of  the 

above concepts: We start 

off  with  a  little  church 

history, but end  in a call 

to  advocacy.  We  hope 

youʹll join us. 

 

Here is some more about our guest lecturer: 

 

Corinna Guerrero graduated cum laude from San José State University (SJSU) 

with  a  Bachelor  of Arts  degree  in  Comparative  Religious  Studies.  Building 

upon her ancient and modern language training at SJSU, Corinna moved first 

to Berkeley, California to study at the Graduate Theological Union (GTU) then 

second, and more briefly, to Jerusalem, Israel to study at the Hebrew Univer‐

sity of Jerusalem. Her work at both institutions earned her a Master of Arts in 

Biblical  Languages  degree with  a  concentration  in Hebrew  Bible/Old  Testa‐

ment Literature from the Graduate Theological Union. She is currently a Ph.D. 

candidate  in Biblical Studies with  specializations  in Hebrew Bible/Old Testa‐

ment Literature and Literary Theory at the GTU.  
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Her  current  research  areas  include:  Deuteronomistic  History,  the  book  of 

Judges, biblical literature of the post‐Exilic era, theories of character formation, 

minor  character  studies,  trauma  and  atrocity/torture  studies,  and  contextual 

hermeneutics.  

 

Corinna is currently Adjunct Professor of Biblical Studies at American Baptist 

Seminary of the West in Berkeley, California and Lecturer at Santa Clara Uni‐

versity in Santa Clara, California. In addition to her work with undergraduate 

and graduate students, Corinna works with various Bay Area churches teach‐

ing  and giving  talks on  the Bible  and Scripture, Old Testament,  and biblical 

languages.  

 

For more  on  Corinnaʹs  research, 

local  speaking  engagements, and 

service  to  the academy and com‐

munity  see  her  Academia.edu 

page  at  gtu.academia.edu/

CorinnaGuerrero. 
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                                          ONGOING INVITATIONSONGOING INVITATIONSONGOING INVITATIONS   

   BIBLE STUDY  every Tuesday, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Al‐
tos in Janet Maxwell’s apartment. The address is 373 Pine Lane, #2106, 

Los Altos. Let Pastor Rick know if you need transportation. 

 

CHURCH CHOIR  rehearsals every Thursday, at 7:30 PM    in 

the Parlor.    New voices are always welcome to join. 
 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST, Every first and third 
Wednesday at 8:30 AM, at Palo Alto Breakfast House, 2706 Middle-
field, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are welcome. 

 

WOMEN'S BRUNCH meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 10 
AM at Hobee’s Restaurant, 4224 El Camino Real, Palo. All women of our 
church community are invited. Please join us. 

 

 

 SUNDAY, JUNE 1, CHILDREN AND YOUTH SUNDAY, 10:00 AM, 

Worship for the whole family:  This will be a special day in the life of 

our congregation. The children and youth of the church will lead us in 

worship. Graduating  high  school  senior, Oscar Ramirez will  be  our 

preacher. Together we will  remember what  it means  to  be  baptized 

and how that shapes how we live in the world.   

 SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING—SUNDAY,  June 1, 11:30 AM To  take ac‐

tion on the Renewal Proposal. If you have questions or concerns about the re‐

vised Renewal Proposal, we want to hear from you so that we can be in con‐

versation before  the  special business meeting  on  June  1  to vote  on  the Pro‐

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 



 

7 

Book Collection for Prison Inmates 
 

Do you have a good book or two that you would like 
to pass on to someone else to enjoy? The Correctional 
Institutions Chaplaincy (CIC) of Santa Clara County 
distributes all sorts of books to inmates.  These can be 
Christian books, literature, mystery, sci-fi, anything 
“that will get the guys and women thinking.” They do 
not accept textbooks or hardbacks. 
 
The Mission Task Team is setting up a collection box 
in the Narthex for this purpose. Bring your books for 
donation to church with you. 
 

posal.   You may  contact  Pastor Rick, Carolyn  or  any member  of  the  Task 

Team or Council  

 ALL CHURCH COOK-OUT Friday June 6, 6:00 PM, to celebrate Pastor Tripp 

and his ministry with us.  Hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments, beverage 

and dessert furnished.  Please bring salads and side dishes to share. 

 PENTECOST,  SUNDAY,  JUNE  8,  10AM.    This will  be  Pastor Tripp’s  last 

Sunday as our Minister of Faith Formation and Family Life.   Everyone is in‐

vited to wear something red to honor the day.  

 BAPTISTS LUNCHING TOGETHER, Wednesday, June 18 at noon: Guest 
Speaker—Michael Scocia, Director, Redwood Glen Baptist Camp  Grand Lake 

Gardens  in  Oakland.  Lunch  is  $8.00.  Call  (510)  350‐7008  for  reservations.  

Please let Pastor Rick know if you would like a ride to this event. 

 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, Thursday, June 19th, 5:00 PM in the Parlor.  
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SENIOR CHAT 
At Covenant Presbyterian Church 
670 East Meadow Drive, Palo Alto 

 Sometimes the Chat is appropriate for all ages.  We all need oppor-
tunities to climb outside the box of our own culture.  The world is just 
too small for us to not hear the voices of others around the 
world.  We meet on the second Friday of each month at 10:00 in the 
Fireside Room of Covenant Presbyterian Church.  We have refresh-
ments, light exercises, and a stimulating speaker. 
 

June 13  "Elders Around the World"  We will have multiple pre-
senters who know stories and experiences of older people in other 
nations and will have opportunity to explore their lives.  This will be 
enlightening and most enjoyable. 
For more information call Rev. Dona Smith-Powers  (650)494-3093  

PATIO HOUR IS COMING SOON! 
 

Summer is coming and with  it  the warm morn‐

ings which we  can  enjoy  outside  on  our  new 

patio after worship. 

Families, or a group of  friends, and Task Team 

members  are urged  to  take  turns providing  re‐

freshments for Patio Hour on our very new and 

desirable PATIO space.  Please choose a Sunday 

when you and your family or group can take a turn serving refreshments setting 

up the table and afterwards taking down and putting away including cleaning up. 

Congregational Care  task  team members will provide suggestions and advice  in‐

cluding suggestions for what to serve and where to find it 

PATIO HOUR begins on Sunday, June 29, and ends on August 31. 

Your offerings are always appreciated. 
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Happy Birthday this month to: 
Ann Hillier                   June    4 

Dona Smith Powers           June    5 

Kathryn Gillam              June    8 

Daniel Ha                   June  15  

David Shi                    June  16 

Gerardy Lucero              June  18 

Bob Towner                   June  25 

Jamie Shi                        June  25 

Leo Alexander               June  27   

Thelma Tuttle                June  28 

Marcia Heydon               June  29 

Deborah Ha                  June  30  

JUNE   BIRTHDAYS   

JUNE  WORSHIP THEMES 

June 8     Listening As An Act of Love    Acts 2:1-21     

 June 15    God Fathers-forth        Genesis 1:1-2:4 

 June 22    When the Fire Burns Within    Jeremiah 20:7-13 

 June 29    Prophets of Peace    Jeremiah 28:5-9 
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Presentation 
 Myths & Realities Through Palestinian Eyes 

  This presentation will: 
1. Define key terms for meaningful dialogue and discussion 
2. Dispel myths that hinder the work of peace with justice 
3. Describe the realities of the situation for Palestinians 
4. Trace the biblical roots of doing justice 
5. Share personal stories of Palestinian dispossession, occupation, migration, and passion for 

doing justice in Palestine and Israel 
6. Share the work of Palestinian Christian Alliance for Peace (PCAP) 

Speakers 

Tarek Abuata grew up in Bethlehem, Palestine, and moved to the United States along with 
his family at the age of 12, two years after the 1987 Palestinian uprising. After receiving his J.D. 
with a focus in international law from the University of Texas Law School in 2002, he spent a 
year in Palestine working with the Negotiations Support Unit, a group of advisers to the Palestin-
ian Negotiations. Over the past 10 years, Tarek has been involved in various nonviolence work-
shops, including trainings led by Dr. Bernard La Fayette, one of the leaders of the civil rights 
movement in the United States. In addition to his speaking and nonviolence trainings, Tarek 
serves as the Palestine Coordinator of the Christian Peacemaker Team in Palestine. He is a 
founding member of the Palestinian Christian Alliance for Peace. 
Ghassan Tarazi was born in Beirut, Lebanon, to a Palestinian father and a Lebanese 

mother, four months after they were forced to leave their home in Jerusalem in 1948. His family 
then immigrated to Brooklyn, New York in 1956.  He received BA and MA degrees in History, 
with a focus on Middle East History, and completed a doctorate in Educational Leadership from 
Virginia Tech. He spent 37 years in public education, ending his career as a professor in the 
teacher preparation program at James Madison University. He is chair of the Alliance of Baptists’ 
Community for Justice in Palestine and Israel. He has been very involved in the Palestine cause and the 
struggle for justice in Palestine and Israel locally, nationally, and internationally. He is a founding 
member of the Palestinian Christian Alliance for Peace. 

 PALESTINIAN CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE FOR PEACE 

is a non-sectarian, ecumenical alliance of Palestinian American Christians that seeks to provide a clear 
voice and presence in faith-based communities in the United States. Our inspiration stems from the 
Kairos Palestine document and from all faith-based communities working for peace through justice in 
Palestine and Israel. We believe that achieving peace requires ensuring justice and human rights for 
Palestinians. American churches can and ought to play a leading role in advocating for a just peace 
among all people in the region. 
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AMERICAN BAPTIST NEWS 
 

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES 200TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION !   

 
 

 

 

 

All the current AB Missionaries and their families will be present at 
Green Lake, Wisconsin on July 21-26 for the 2014 American Baptist 
World Missionary Conference, and in addition 100 "international part-
ners" have been invited by International Ministries (IM). The celebra-
tion " will center on what God is doing in global mission today and 
where we're heading into the 3rd century of mission.  There will be wor-
ship & music, Bible study and opportunities to hear from the missionar-
ies and global partners, as well as fun, interactive events," according to 
the IM web page. 

Dan and Sarah Chetti will be home from Lebanon for the conference 
and have been invited to FBCPA on August 3.  We have heard from 
Ramesh Kumar from Balasore, India who is coming as well as Mr. 
A. J. Samuel of the Baptist Convention of Telegu Churches, South 
India, who would like to visit us also on August 3. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
May 22, 2014  

 

Moderator Carolyn Shepard opened the meeting at 5:07 PM.  Pastor Rick read from a 
piece by Jane Williams, “Heirs, not Servants,” which emphasizes that resurrection 
gives power. 

Present:  Jane Chin, Dan Cudworth, Sarah Ha, Marilyn Hunwick, Pastor Rick Mixon, 
Eleanor and Hugh Satterlee, and Moderator Carolyn Shepard. 

Lynn Hunwick’s suggestion of a workday to carefully prune and manicure the plants 
around the church was discussed.  No date was set for this to occur. 

Oleta is recovering at home, but progress is very slow.  She is doing some work from 
home.   

The calendar for the summer includes a cookout on June 6th, the church picnic on July 
6th after the worship service, and a joint service with Covenant Presbyterian Church on 
August 10th followed by a potluck meal, and a Habitat for humanity workday in August 
(date TBD).  Patio hours after church will start on June 29th. 

Rick will attend Peace Camp from July 14th to the 22nd.  The sermon on the 20th will be 
supplied. 

The Youth will perform the church service on June 1st.  Oscar Ramirez will be the 
preacher, and the other youth will attend to the rest.  June 8th will be Tripp Hudgins’ 
last Sunday in our midst and he will preach that day. 

Sarah presented the Treasurer’s report, noting that pledges are ahead of plan by about 
$3,000 and tenant contributions are less than the plan by about $2,200.  $20,000 has 
been drawn from Special Funds to assure readiness for the church’s insurance bill, and 
to support transfer of iSing funds, which have been carried on the church’s books, 
when arrangements have been made for iSing’s own bank account.   Total expenditures 
to date are much lower than budgeted amounts.  Transfer of bookkeeping effort to 
Chris Tillman is smoothing out now after surmounting difficulties experienced with the 
new computer and software purchased for this work. 

The process of implementing the Renewal Proposal was discussed at length.  A Special 
Business Meeting is scheduled for June 1st.  Following an affirmative vote, the Council 
will, in accord with the Constitution, appoint a committee to interview and hire an as-
sociate pastor to minister to youth and children and to pursue a vigorous outreach in 
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our community.   

 

Task Teams: Mission - We have as yet no leads on avenues to use to implement the 
Church’s pledge of 10% of the annex sale proceeds for microfinance.  The in-
vestment fund which we had anticipated using is currently closed to new invest-
ments.  Alternatives are being sought.  The June fellowship offering has been 
dedicated to starting a revolving scholarship fund for our church.  A committee 
will be formed to establish procedures for administering the fund and to review 
the needs. 

Plans for the August 3rd visit of the Chettis, and Ramesh Kumar and A.J. Samuel 
from India were discussed.  A briefing by the visitors after the worship service 
followed by a lunch is being planned. 

Facilities - New microphones needed to complete the new sound system have 
arrived, but are not yet installed.  Work on the bathrooms has lagged.  The floors 
in each will have to be redone. 

The next Council meeting will be held on Thursday, June 19th starting at 5:00 PM.  
Carolyn adjourned the meeting with a prayer at 7:25 PM.   

 

Submitted,   

Hugh Satterlee-Clerk 
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Special Offering for June 
 
 

As most of you are aware, our youth are grow-
ing up, graduating from high school and going 
on to college. Our first graduate is Oscar Rami-
rez, who we have watched grow and mature 
into a wonderful young man with many talents. 
He is the first in line in our current group of 
youth, with a new graduate expected every year 
for the next 6 years. 
 
Recognizing the tremendous costs in our present day, we have launched 
a new project to help support our youth with their aspirations of pursuing 
a college education. At our last Quarterly Business Meeting in April, the 
members of the congregation that were present voted to dedicate this 
month’s offering to seed a scholarship fund. It was suggested that this 
fund be a part of Special Funds in order to help our seed money grow 
into a larger fund. 
 
The specifics of this fund are yet to be developed, although we have 
models in other churches to help guide us.  We need a special scholarship 
committee of about 3 -4 people to put together a plan. If you would be 
interested in serving, please let Rick or myself know.  
 
We cannot hope to provide full scholarships as other institutions are able 
to do, but we can provide a small token that might be used for books or 
other needs. Our goal for this offering this year is $500.  
 
Carolyn Shepard 
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Minister: Rev. Randle (Rick) Mixon 

650–327-0561; FAX 650-327-1562 

Email: fbc-paloalto@sbcglobal.net 

Web Site: www.fbc-paloalto.org 
 

The June 2014 Special Offering 

The FBCPA Scholarship Fund   

Goal: $500 
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