
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
JULY 9, 2014 

 
Words to Consider:  “Every moment and every event of every person’s life on earth plants something 
in her or his soul.  For just as the wind carries thousands of winged seeds, so each moment brings with it 
germs of spiritual vitality that come to rest imperceptibly in the minds and wills of men and women.  
Most of these unnumbered seeds perish and are lost, for such seeds as these cannot spring up anywhere 
except in the good soil of freedom, spontaneity and love.” 

Thomas Merton, New Seeds of Contemplation 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CONGREGATIONAL LIFE TASK TEAM, Friday, July 11, 2:00 PM in the Parlor. 
 

 SUNDAY, July 13, Fifth Sunday of Pentecost, 10:00 AM, Worship and Sunday School:  
“A Word on the Word,” Pastor Rick preaching.   
 

 GRANHOLM SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE, Sunday, July 13, 11:30 AM in the 
Parlor. 

 
 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, July 15, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos at Janet 

Maxwell’s apartment. The address is 373 Pine Lane, #2106, Los Altos. Let Pastor Rick 
know if you need a ride.   
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, July 16 – 8:30 AM, at Palo Alto Breakfast House, 
2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are welcome. 

 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 

   
 CHURCH COUNCIL, Thursday, July 17, 5:00 PM in the Parlor. 

 
 SPIRE DEADLINE, Friday, July 18, for August issue. 

 
 QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING, Sunday, July 20, 11:30 AM in the Parlor. 

 
 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, July 24 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery Cafe, 3375 

El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are invited to join in. 
 

 FINANCE COMMITTEE, Sunday, July 27, 11:30 AM in the Parlor. 



 
 

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JULY is our annual 
offering for ONE GREAT HOUR OF 
SHARING.  This year’s theme is “We Are One.” 
“With our extensive network of international 
and domestic partners, American Baptists are 
able to make a difference wherever and 
whenever disaster strikes.” This special offering 
is directed to those areas and people around the 
world that are in need from either natural 

disasters or man-made disasters.  Our gifts to One Great Hour Sharing make a difference in 
the world. To date we’ve received $50 toward our goal of $1,000. 
 
 

IN THE WORLD 
 

 
Thousands of children are making a dangerous exodus from Honduras to the United States to flee poverty, crime, 

and to be reunited with family members already in the U.S. 
 

HERE'S WHY CHILDREN MAKE THE DANGEROUS JOURNEY FROM HONDURAS 
Angela Kocherga 

SAN PEDRO SULA, Honduras — We know they're coming to America by the thousands — 
undocumented immigrant children making the dangerous trek from Central America, crossing the 
border into Texas alone. 



As the humanitarian crisis reaches a new peak, we are in San Pedro Sula, the second largest city in 
Honduras, to find out what's driving the surge north to the Texas-Mexico border. 

This is a place where childhood ends early. Not only is there grinding poverty, but the big factor in 
this industrial city is violence — gang violence and drug violence. 

San Pedro Sula has the highest per-capita murder rate in the world, and police don't have a lot of 
resources; sometimes they lack the funds to fuel their vehicles. Police corruption is also a factor. 

The U.S. State Department warns that the level of crime and violence remains "critically high" in 
Honduras. "Members of the Honduran National Police have been known to engage in criminal 
activity, including murder and car theft," the State Department alert said. 

Another reason why children are leaving home for the dangerous journey north is to reunite with 
parents and family members who are living and working in the United States. 

Many of the migrant children trek for weeks, seeking a better life. 

http://www.kvue.com/story/news/state/2014/07/07/border-reporter-sets-off-to-honduras-child-
immigraiton-problem/12318397/ 

2 STREET GANGS DIVIDE UP EL SALVADOR’S CAPITAL, BRINGING CHAOS TO ALL 
BY TIM JOHNSON 

MCCLATCHY FOREIGN STAFF 
 
El Salvador’s capital – and indeed nearly the entire country – is a checkerboard in which gang 
territories circumscribe the movement of those in the lower economic rungs of society, and 
especially young men. When a family lives in an area dominated by one gang, it avoids going to an 
area controlled by a rival gang. 

“The control the gangs hold over their territories has never been so complete. It is without 
precedent,” said Carlos E. Ponce, a criminologist and former adviser to the National Civilian Police. 

As the gangs deepen connections with regional organized-crime groups involved in drug, weapons 
and human trafficking, they present a direct challenge to state control over the tiny Central 
American nation, Ponce said. 

The chaos also provides an incentive for Salvadorans to try to flee north for the safety of the 
United States. Experts trying to explain the huge increase in children and teens who’ve arrived in 
the United States say anecdotal evidence points at least in part to the hold that criminal gangs 
have in El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala. 

As insecurity extends across El Salvador, gang bosses reach for younger and younger kids to fill 
their ranks. 

“Youngsters don’t get in at age 14. They get in at age 10 now,” said Luis Romero, the head of a 
project called Homies Unidos that pulls gang members off the streets to give them skills. “You 
should see the juvenile jails. They are packed.” 

 
Read more here: http://www.miamiherald.com/2014/07/07/4222900/2-street-gangs-divide-up-el-
salvadors.html#storylink=cpy 
 

 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/honduras-travel-warning.html


LEGACY OF BLOODSHED HANGS OVER GUATEMALA 
By Elissa Curtis and Amanda Sakuma 

 
Almost two decades since the end of Guatemala’s brutal civil war, the bloodshed from the conflict 
still taints the day-to-day lives of the people who live there. 

The pervasive violence, perpetrated by gangs and enabled by corruption, is uprooting families and 
becoming one of the central factors driving Central American children to seek refuge in the United 
States. As the American government attempts to get a handle on the situation at the United States’ 
southwestern border, the root causes behind the massive migration remain. 

“The violence is everywhere,” said photographer Carlos Javier Ortiz, who has documented the 
poverty and crime in the region with his project El Sueño. “It’s something that hasn’t really 
escaped the country since the civil war.” 

Guatemala has been wracked by violence for so many generations that those leaving now are the 
great, great grandchildren of the first victims of the country’s civil war, which lasted for 36 years. 
More than 200,000 civilians were killed in a conflict that is so entrenched that a former dictator 
only went on trial for genocide last year, accused of killing and disappearing more than 1,400 
Mayans during the 1980s. And though peace treaties formally ended the wars by the mid 1990s, 
the legacy of bloodshed still holds strong. 

Kids are fleeing from the country in droves. Over the last five years, the number of Guatemalan 
minors caught along the U.S. border has increased 11-fold. More than 12,000 Guatemalan kids 
have tried to enter the U.S. since October – many more are expected by the end of the year. 

“Kids are living in danger from gangs and the gangs extort people for money because the economy 
is crap and there is so much corruption,” Ortiz said. “It’s all a chain reaction.” 

http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/legacy-bloodshed-guatemalas 

 
Boys between the ages of 10 and 17 are deported back to Guatemala City, Guatemala, by U.S. Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement, in 2007. 

http://www.msnbc.com/byline/elissa-curtis
http://www.msnbc.com/person/amanda-sakuma
http://unhcrwashington.org/children/background-materials
http://carlosjavierortiz.com/PROJECTS/El-Sue%C3%B1o/1/thumbs/
http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/legacy-bloodshed-guatemalas


JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

 Birthday joy: Nana Spiridon (July 14), Lionel Kirton (July 15), Daniel Ramirez (July 16) 
 Pastor Rick for Oleta’s return to work and for continued recovery 
 Carolyn Shepard for our connection to our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua, and to 

churches everywhere; gratitude for Pastor Rick on his 8th anniversary with FBCPA 
 Chip Clark for our visitors, Aaron and Melanie 
 Thelma Parodi for the celebration of the life of her sister-in-law, Caroline; for Pastor 

Rick on his anniversary 
 
Concerns – New: 

 For Dan Cudworth and family as he has been diagnosed with breast cancer and will 
have surgery in July 18 

 Melanie Ramirez for safe travel for Clara and Dona as they journey to Oregon 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 Carolyn Shepard for the family and friend of her mother-in-law, Marie, who died on 

Tuesday 
 For Jan and Peter Gunderson as they travel in Scandinavia 
 For Teresa Hagen who fell recently, cutting her chin and breaking several teeth 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they might find ways to live together in 

peace 
 Lynn Hunwick for children who have to “cross borders” for survival 
 For June Lee who is at Channing House health unit, recovering from a mild stroke 
 Nana Spiridon for Alex and family as Alex adjusts to his new living environment in a 

memory care facility; for peace in their family 
 
 Ongoing: 

 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 Laura Garcia for Janice with health concerns 
 For Ruth Clark, Earl and Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Owen, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the well-being of our church; for wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 



 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice for 
the abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 

 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of measures to 
heal our communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and less free    

 
 

 
SUNDAY, JULY 13, 2014 

 
“A Word on the Word” 
Pastor Rick Preaching 

 
Lectionary reading for the Week: Psalm 65:(1-8,) 9-13 or PSALM 119:105-112; Isaiah 55:10-13; 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23; Romans 8:1-11.  (This week’s focus scripture is in bold.) 
  

A Personal Meditation on Psalm 119: 105-112 
God knows us so well! 
 
God our Father, you know your children so very well!  You know how fickle we all are, how 
easily diverted we can become by the slightest distraction; and so it became necessary to spell 
out once and for all, a path to travel that will enable us to finally reach our home in God – that 
destination we are all called to travel towards, but which many people choose to disregard or 
disdain. 
 
The key to living well in today’s world. 
 
O Lord, my Security Light, my Ever-present Guide, I give thanks for the blessing of the  
practical, spiritual and life-defining guidance found in your holy Laws.  To some people, they 
may appear ultra-restrictive, pedantic, rather stuffy and irrelevant in this day and age.  But for 
me, they are the key to living well in today’s world!   
 
“Doing it my way” is not an option! 
 
O Lord, there are times when I think there are stepping stones to an easier path in life right 
there in front of me, when in fact, they become stumbling blocks that trip me up.  These traps 
are all part of the temptation of “doing things my way”, rather than me following God’s way 
to truth in life; truth in relationships; truth in being a follower of God’s way. 
 
What a rich inheritance! 



 
However, I have an inheritance that is beyond value, beyond anything this world has to offer – 
an inheritance of living, loving, and believing with all that I am - that God has called me to be 
God’s own child, and has given me a map to follow that will give me the potential to live a life 
committed to God; to healthy community relationships; and a life of faithful witness and 
service to others.  What more do I really need in life – other than that???  (Joan Stott, 2011, 
thetimelesspsalms.net). 
 
Prayer:  Through dreams and visions, O God, you broaden the horizon and hope of your people, that 
they may discover the meaning of your covenant, even in the midst of trial and exile.  Increase the 
number of those who believe in your word so that all people may joyfully respond to your call and share 
in your promises. Amen. 
 
 

 
A  NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
As you can see above the plight of children fleeing to the USA is much on my mind.  I talked 
about this in last Sunday’s sermon.  Lynn Hunwick first brought this as a prayer concern 
several weeks ago; now information and commentary are flooding the media.  I found the 
three reports that I’ve excerpted above in the In the World section very helpful.  The articles at 
least help me to see why parents and children are taking the incredible risk to flee their own 
countries.  Given this background material, I am inclined to side with those who are now 
labeling this as a refugee concern rather than an immigrant one.  It is very difficult for me, as a 
follower of One who welcomed the children as full citizens of the reign of God, to advocate in 
good conscience for these to be returned to such horrifying conditions in their home countries.  
I know our government cannot solve all the world’s problems, but how can we say to 
desperate children and families, “No room.  Go home.”?  It’s not my image of a nation built on 
the backs of immigrants and refugees, nor of the eternally in-breaking reign of God. 
 
We had a great time last Sunday at the church picnic.  Thanks to Eleanor Satterlee, Lois Ville, 
Don and Doug Ha, Doug Davidson, Chip Clark, Melanie Ramirez and everyone else who 
helped to make it a grand occasion.   
 
Sunday we will shift from what I originally had in mind. This is one of those weeks when the 
lectionary texts are all linked by their common concern for the Word.  In this case, the focus is 
not on Jesus per se but on the various ways in which God tries to communicate truth and way 
to us as people who are committed to seek that truth and walk that way.  This theme emerged 
from our Bible study on Tuesday.  I am always grateful for the thoughtfulness and insight of 



those who gather at Janet Maxwell’s.  If you’d like to join us, I’m sure we can make room.  Let 
me know. 
 
See you Sunday at 10 AM for Worship, Sunday School and for the patio hour to follow.  
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as we journey together.     
 
Pastor Rick    
 

MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
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