
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
JULY 23, 2014 

 
Words to Consider:  “Wisdom begins in wonder.”  Socrates 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, July 24 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery Cafe, 3375 
El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are invited to join in. 
 

 SUNDAY, July 27, Seventh Sunday of Pentecost, 10:00 AM, Worship and Sunday 
School: “An Understanding Heart” (1 Kings 3:5-12,) Pastor Rick preaching, followed by 
Patio Hour, hosted by Thelma Tuttle ad Lois Ville for the Congregational Life Task 
Team. 

 
 FINANCE COMMITTEE meeting, Sunday, July 27, 11:30 AM in the Parlor. 

 
 SOUTH BAY SANCTUARY COVENANT celebrates  EL SALVADOR: HISTORICAL 

MEMORY PROJECT & ITS SOCIAL IMPACTS, Sunday, July 27, 2014, 4:30 PM, St. 
Albert the Great CENTER, 1095 Channing Avenue, Palo Alto.  Please RSVP to (650) 
494-8340 or schaupp@aol.com. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, July 29, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos at Janet 
Maxwell’s apartment. The address is 373 Pine Lane, #2106, Los Altos. Let Pastor Rick 
know if you need a ride.   
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
   

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JULY is our annual 
offering for ONE GREAT HOUR OF 
SHARING.  This year’s theme is “We Are One.” 
“With our extensive network of international 
and domestic partners, American Baptists are 
able to make a difference wherever and 
whenever disaster strikes.” This special offering 
is directed to those areas and people around the 
world that are in need from either natural 

disasters or man-made disasters.  Our gifts to One Great Hour Sharing make a difference in 
the world. To date we’ve received $520 toward our goal of $1,000. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/socrates101211.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/s/socrates.html
mailto:schaupp@aol.com


 
MISSIONS SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 

 
You are invited to welcome international leaders and missionaries who will be present in the 

10 AM worship service with Dan Chetti preaching, followed by a time of sharing and an 
international luncheon on Sunday, August 3: 

 
Rev. Dr. Dan Chetti and Sarah Chetti are A B Missionaries to 

Lebanon where Dan teaches at the Arab Baptist Theological 
Seminary to prepare leaders for ministry in 9 countries in the 

Middle East and North Africa. Sarah has begun a ministry with 
immigrant women working as maids in Lebanon. She and her 

helpers visit two prisons and run a Center for Domestic Workers 
in Beirut.  

 
Ramesh Kumar has been Principal of Balasore Technical School in Balasore, Orissa, India, 

since 1997. With an Engineering Degree from the Coimbatore Institute of Technology in South 
India, Ramesh assumed his position with 83 students enrolled in 7 courses. After 17 years, BTS 
now has more than 500 students, including women students. BTS is affiliated with the Bengal 
Orissa Bihar Baptist Churches Association, BOBBCA, with 95 churches and 45,000 members. 

 
Mr. A. J. Samuel represents the Baptist Convention of Telegu Churches, South India, as 

Director of Socio Economic Projects. Divided into 5 Regions, the Telegu Churches number 764 
churches and 1,484 preaching places, with approximately 980,000 baptized members. 

 
 

 
Ecumenical Hunger Project’s 

BlockFest 2014  
 

Saturday, August 9, 2014   
1:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

 
Help us celebrate EHP’s 39 years of service to the community by joining us at 

the EHP campus for our annual BlockFest! 
 

Fantastic food, festivities, entertainment, local vendor booths with freebies 
and fun activities for the kids! 

 
2411 Pulgas Avenue, East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

 
 



 SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 10:30 AM:  “ALL ARE WELCOME,” our annual joint service 
in Mitchell Park with Covenant Presbyterian.  This year we also welcome University 
AME Zion and their new pastor, Kaloma Smith to the celebration.  Worship for the 
whole family will be followed by a potluck lunch, also in the park. 

 

        
 
 SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, we will welcome the Reverend Max Vines to our pulpit.  

Former long-term interim pastor, Max will be finishing up a 3 month, round the world 
tour before returning to Australia. 

 
IN THE WORLD 

 
PALO ALTO NONPROFIT FOR HOMELESS, LOW-INCOME RESIDENTS FACES CRISIS 

Budget deficit, lack of stable funding put programs on shaky ground, provider says 
by Sue Dremann / Palo Alto Weekly 

 
InnVision Shelter Network, the largest provider of 
services for homeless and needy persons in Palo 
Alto, is scrambling to find funding for its programs, 
according to a memo received by the Weekly. 
 
The nonprofit organization, which manages the 
Opportunity Center's drop-in services and other 
programs, has been borrowing funding from other 
programs in its vast network for the past two 
years, spokeswoman Mila Zelkha told the Weekly. 
 
The problem isn't a lack of interest: Palo Alto's high 
rate of volunteerism places it among the Network's  

Photo by Ciera Pasturel. 
 
most engaged communities. But "We have been unable thus far to raise the funds in Palo Alto we 
need to continue providing these services. We hope to raise awareness of the 

http://www.paloaltoonline.com/about/contact/mailto.php?e=sdremann


homeless challenges in the community and engender the local financial support — that is, from 
those who live and work in Palo Alto. We need to continue supporting those less fortunate in our 
community," Network leadership noted in the memo. 
 
InnVision Shelter Network is the product of a 2012 merger between InnVision of Santa Clara 
County, which was based in San Jose, and Shelter Network, based in San Mateo County. Mergers 
usually take up to four years to straighten out financially, but Palo Alto's programs pose some 
additional challenges, Zelkha said. The Opportunity Center is the nonprofit's only multi-services 
drop in center; other services the agency offers are provided in conjunction with housing at 18 
sites. These other sites are funded by a wide range of sources, including corporations, government, 
foundations and individuals. Palo Alto's program is not. 
 
Santa Clara County doesn't provide any funding to the drop-in center, although it does provide 
funding for the Opportunity Center's housing program, she said. 
 
The Network operates four programs in Palo Alto: The drop-in center, which provides 
comprehensive, coordinated-care services, including mental health counseling, health care, 
medication, help with filling out paperwork for benefits, support groups, showers and job 
counseling; Hotel De Zink, which provides emergency shelter at local churches to 15 chronically 
homeless adults a day, many who have mental illness; Breaking Bread, a hot-meals program for 
low-income and homeless persons; and the Food Closet, which provides groceries and ready-to-eat 
food to homeless and low-income Palo Altans. 
 
The cost of these services is $813,000 annually. But the programs only receive $225,464, 
according to the nonprofit's annual budget. That leaves a $587,536 deficit. The Community 
Working Group, which owns the Opportunity Center building, provides $125,000 for operational 
expenses from its endowment; the City of Palo Alto pays out $49,515 annually from its Community 
Development Block Grant program and Human Services Resource Allocation Process grants, 
according to the budget. That funding covers only part of the drop-in center's $641,060 budget; 
there is no other funding, Zelkha said. 
 
Shelter Network officials "went into the merger with their eyes open," Zelkha said of the funding 
gap. The new organization originally received generous transitional funding from corporate donors, 
including the Sobrato and Packard foundations, for merger costs, but with no one else willing to 
step up, the situation has reached a tipping point, Zelkha said. 
 
Dr. Donald Barr, Community Working Group founder and board member, said the group has been 
very pleased with the InnVision Shelter Networks' quality of work and its cooperative staff and 
programs. But the Working Group has also had to dip into its endowment to pay for expenses that 
have been higher than projected. 
 
"We can't go further into the endowment," he said. The Working Group receives donations, but 
they are never enough to cover all of the costs, he said. 
 
"The city should take a long, hard look if the services should be budgeted through the Human 
Services Task Force to ensure stability," he said. 
 
There has been no discussion of cutting services at this point, he added. But Zelkha said the 
Network has been making adjustments. In May, it reduced the Breaking Bread hot meals program 
from seven to five days per week, saving $22,000 annually. 
 
"We are redoing programs from the inside out," she said. 
 



The nonprofit is working with Second Harvest Food Bank to become the host agency for its food 
closet program. And CalFresh, a federally funded program that helps low-income people buy food, 
can provide additional resources, she said. 
 
The nonprofit has also submitted a memo to Santa Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian to help 
get the county's social services agency to provide satellite hours at the Opportunity Center. 
 
"We can add services into the building without impacting costs," she said. 
 
"This building does a tremendous amount of good work ... and it has such great intentions," Zelkha 
said of the Opportunity Center. "It immediately fulfilled its promise by providing housing. Now it 
remains this question of how — for the folks who are not housed upstairs — how do we engage 
those clients and how do we fund those projects?" 
 
Staff in the city's Human Services department were not available for comment. Last year the 
Human Services Resource Allocation Process provided Innvision Shelter Network $8,920. 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 
Joys: 

 Birthday joy: John Poffenroth (July 28), Richard Barry (July 31) 
 Dan Cudworth with thanks for thoughts and prayers as he goes through treatment for 

breast cancer; holding on to the “Rock who is my faith” 
 Kathy Gillam for people in New York who are welcoming refugee kids from Central 

America 
 Pastor Rick for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and their work with refugees in 

Texas 
 Thelma Parodi for a visit from her daughter, Lee, in August 

 
Concerns – New: 

 For all those affected by the plane disasters in the Ukraine and Taiwan 
 Thelma Parodi for difficult decisions she has to make concerning her niece, Sandra, 

who is on life support in Las Vegas 
 Afan Huang for physical well-being after eating some out-dated food 
 Chip Clark for Elliott Davidson recovering from a concussion 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Teresa Hagen as she makes some significant transitions in her life, returning to AZ 

this week 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they might find ways to live together in 

peace 
 For all the children and families affected by the refugee crisis at the US border 
 For June Lee who is at Channing House health unit, recovering from a mild stroke 



 Nana Spiridon for Alex and family as Alex adjusts to his new living environment in a 
memory care facility; for peace in their family 

 
  
Ongoing: 

 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 Laura Garcia for Janice with health concerns 
 For Ruth Clark, Earl and Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Owen, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the well-being of our church; for wisdom and guidance for our leaders and 

future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice for 

the abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of measures to 

heal our communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and less free    
 

 
SUNDAY, JULY 27, 2014 

 
“An Understanding Heart” 

Pastor Rick Preaching 
 
Lectionary reading for the Week: 1 KINGS: 3:5-12; Psalm 119:129-136; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-
52; Romans 8:26-39.  (This week’s focus scripture is in bold.) 
 
Solomon is at the crucial beginnings of his kingship when God poses this generous question. 
The divine question is particularly meaningful when considering the circumstances regarding 
the royal succession from his father David. Solomon was not the heir apparent to the throne. 
 
Within such uncertainty, God’s question presents an opportunity that would soothe, comfort 
and assure a young king. God offers to give anything to Solomon to help secure his reign with 
an honest, “What do you want” (paraphrase mine)? 



 
Imagine hearing such a request from a company CEO or billionaire philanthropist? If we are 
honest, many of us would want to respond to such a generous prompt with some sort of 
material riches. Similarly, Solomon could have justified a similar response, considering the 
needs of the young king. 
 
[Solomon’s] prayer to God…culminates in a surprising response to God’s offer. Solomon 
implicitly recognizes that for a king… requests for worldly security violates earlier warnings 
from both Moses (Deuteronomy 17:16-17) as well as Samuel (1 Samuel 8:11-18). And with a 
wisdom more akin to the young Solomon requests: 
 
“Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern 
between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people” (verse 9)? 
 
Solomon knows that a listening heart and an understanding mind are more valuable than 
traditional signs of kingship. The Hebrew words help unpack the richness in Solomon’s 
response. In Hebrew, the word “to listen” is the same word for “to obey.” 
 
Also, the concept of “understanding” is not mere cognition, but integrates morality as seen 
with the clarification “able to discern between good and evil.” Solomon shuns traditional royal 
culture of material and political favor, and asks for goodness over his ruling instruments to 
perpetuate God’s sovereignty. (Roger Nam, “Commentary on 1 Kings 3:5-12, July 27, 2014, 
workingpreacher.org). 
 
Prayer:  Loving God, open our ears to hear your word and draw us closer to you, that the whole world 
may be one with you as you are one with us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 
A  NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
We had a good, brief Quarterly Business Meeting on Sunday.  The focus was on updating the 
congregation on several areas of church life.  I reported on our staff – Oleta is working some 
here and some from home as she continues to recover; Jan will be back from her trip to 
Scandinavia this week; and Doug has agreed to stay with us through our search process for an 
Associate Pastor.  I will be out of town for a couple of weeks in August.  After the joint 
worship service in the park on the 10th, I will take off for Lake Tahoe.  For my continuing 
education week, I will be attending a conference sponsored by Companions on the Inner Way 
and featuring, Brian McLaren, one of the chief spokespersons for the “emergent church.”  



Following the conference, I will make my way to Boise for a week or so with my family.  I plan 
to be back in the office on August 26. 
 
In the meantime, you can see that there is a lot going on in August that you will want to take 
advantage of.  August 3 will be a Missions Sunday with a visit from our special missionaries, 
the Chettis from Lebanon and our friends, Ramesh Kumar and A. J. Samuels from India.  The 
next Sunday is the service in Mitchell Park.  Following that, Max Vines will be with us.  Doug 
is also planning a night out to watch the San Jose Giants (with fireworks) and the next day is 
the EHP Block Party, both of which are great opportunities for folks of all ages. 
 
Carolyn reported on the progress of the Associate Pastor Search Committee and the Granholm 
Scholarship Committee.  Both have met.  The Search Committee is finalizing the job 
announcement for circulation.  The Scholarship Committee is working on the application 
process.  Both should be done soon.  She also noted that we are considering hosting the 
Evergreen Annual Meeting in October 2015.  Finally, she issued a call for volunteers to serve 
on the Nominating Committee and in various areas of church leadership.  We really do need 
the involvement of us all to move forward.  We are deeply grateful for all those who serve in 
capacities large and small.  Please prayerfully consider your involvement. 
 
This Sunday, we’ll spend one last day in the Hebrew Scriptures (for now,) focusing on the 
iconic prayer of Solomon for the wisdom to lead his people justly and faithfully.  It is a prayer 
that might be uttered by more than one politician and world leader today.  In addition, it 
speaks to us in our own daily living.  What would it mean to have an understanding or 
discerning heart?  How would we live our lives differently?  How would we face the 
challenges of the world around us? 
 
See you Sunday at 10 AM for Worship, Sunday School and for the patio hour to follow.  
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as we journey together.     
 
Pastor Rick    
 

MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
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