
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
AUGUST 6, 2014 

 
Words to Consider:  “A community is only being created when its members accept that they are not 
going to achieve great things, that they are not going to be heroes, but simply live each day with new 
hope, like children, in wonderment as the sun rises and in thanksgiving as it sets. Community is only 
being created when they have recognized that greatness is to accept our insignificance, our human 
condition, and our earth, and to thank God for having put in a finite body the seeds of eternity which are 
visible in small and daily gestures of love and forgiveness.”                   Jean Vanier 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 
 CHURCH COUNCIL meets in the Parlor, Thursday, August 7 at 5:00 PM. 

 
 SENIOR CHAT, Friday, August 8 10:00 AM – "Brain Fitness" – This is a subject that is 

important for all ages to know about.   The latest information and practical, exercises 
will be taught by John Lehman, who is a researcher in the field of dementia.   This will 
be fun and informative.  Fireside Room of Covenant Presbyterian Church, 670 East 
Meadow Drive.  For information, Dona Smith-Powers, Coordinator (650) 494-3093. 

 
 TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME—PLUS FIREWORKS!  Join your FBC friends 

next Friday, August 8, as we celebrate First Baptist Church night at the San Jose 
Giants! We’ll travel to San Jose’s Municipal Stadium for the 7:00 PM game between the 
Giants and the Lancaster JetHawks, with a postgame fireworks display. Tickets are $11 
for adults, $7 for seniors or kids 12 and under. Plus, it’s Hawaiian night at the ballpark – 
so wear your Hawaiian gear and get two free tickets to a future game. Talk to one of 
the pastors to order your tickets, and join FBC at the game on Friday.  

 

Ecumenical Hunger Project’s 
BlockFest 2014  

 
Saturday, August 9, 2014   

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
 

Help us celebrate EHP’s 39 years of service to the community by joining us at 
the EHP campus for our annual BlockFest! 

 
Fantastic food, festivities, entertainment, local vendor booths with freebies 

and fun activities for the kids! 
 

2411 Pulgas Avenue, East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
 



 SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, [NOTE THE TIME CHANGE!] 10:30 AM:  “ALL ARE 
WELCOME,” our annual joint service in Mitchell Park with Covenant Presbyterian.  
This year we also welcome University AME Zion and their new pastor, Kaloma Smith 
to the celebration.  Worship for the whole family will be followed by a potluck lunch, 
also in the park.  Bring food to share and invite someone to share the day with you. 

 

        
  
 BIBLE STUDY will be on hiatus until Tuesday, August 26.   

 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 

   
SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JULY was our annual offering for ONE GREAT HOUR OF 
SHARING.  To date we’ve received $710 toward our goal of $1,000. 
 
 
Our August Special Mission Offering is 
for HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
GREATER SAN FRANCISCO.  The 
mission of the Greater San Francisco 
Habitat for Humanity is to make the 
dream of home ownership a reality for 
low-income families - a virtually 
unattainable dream for the majority of 
residents in San Francisco, Marin and the 
Peninsula.  We urge you to give 
generously to this offering.   Thank you so much on behalf of the Habitat families. To date we have 
received $85 toward our goal of $600. 
 

 



Sometimes the most effective protest is simple solidarity 

 
GAZA RELIEF BENEFIT 

All proceeds will be donated to Palestine Children's Relief Fund 
 

In Person: Flying Paper Co-Director Roger Hill 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 7:30 PM 
Fellowship Hall, First Baptist Church of Palo Alto 

305 N. California Avenue, Palo Alto  
http://www.peaceandjustice.org/gaza-benefit/ 

 
 Pastor Rick will be on vacation starting next Sunday afternoon, August 10, returning to the 

office on Tuesday, August 26.  SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, we will welcome Max Vines to our 
pulpit.  Former long-term interim pastor, Max will be finishing up a 3 month, round the world 
tour before returning to Australia.  SUNDAY, AUGUST 24, Wally Bryen, chaplain at Stanford 
Hospital will be our preacher. 

 
IN THE WORLD 

 
READ THE BIBLE! 

Naomi Wolf 
 

 Okay, so I was challenged below: "Read the Bible! God gave the land of Israel to 
the Jewish people." So....I may get crucified for this but I have started to say it -- 
most recently (terrified, trembling) to warm welcome in a synagogue in LA: 
Actually if you read Genesis Exodus and Deuteronomy in Hebrew -- as I do -- you 
see that God did not "give" Israel to the Jews/Israelites. We as Jews are raised 
with the creed that "God gave us the land of Israel" in Genesis -- and that 
ethnically 'we are the chosen people." But actually -- and I could not believe my 

eyes when I saw this, I checked my reading with major scholars and they confirmed it -- actually 
God's "covenant" in Genesis, Exodus and Deuteronomy with the Jewish people is NOT ABOUT AN 
ETHNICITY AND NOT ABOUT A CONTRACT. IT IS ABOUT A WAY OF BEHAVING.  
 
Again and again in the "covenant" language He never says: "I will give you, ethnic Israelites, the 
land of Israel." Rather He says something far more radical - far more subversive -- far more 
Godlike in my view. He says: IF you visit those imprisoned...act mercifully to the widow and the 
orphan...welcome the stranger in your midst...tend the sick...do justice and love mercy ....and 
perform various other tasks...THEN YOU WILL BE MY PEOPLE AND THIS LAND WILL BE YOUR 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m8BM8Mzg2agUO2i7mDFmQbRc8mx56SETzcSLmhn1HTWtjvBbPrZmt4FsAOnksXgliX01NfLTJ_ZXBL3owOB8kNMiVwoqUu6VAtFAk5p2qDKDWCCD-SIAZ-1hTsOREIWejy9LnKFeDurCA17CQr9mtZZ8SynwEdKAAs_cCvBhF88=&c=YiEXBaX_o1nW04u-EoapjvdsuLAiWT0clYTiznXNC_piMEktjMx2RQ==&ch=z-Mb3u2hBD3-ea9fSFt47dDe-pEIOI0H0LynYz-bSiLL1UJ6cqDRWQ==
http://www.peaceandjustice.org/gaza-benefit/


LAND. So "my people" is not ethnic -- it is transactional. We are God's people not by birth but by a 
way of behaving, that is ethical, kind and just. And we STOP being "God's people" when we are not 
ethical, kind and just. And ANYONE who is ethical, kind and just is, according to God in Genesis, 
"God's people." And the "contract" to "give" us Israel is conditional -- we can live in God's land IF 
we are "God's people" in this way -- just, merciful, compassionate. AND -- it never ever says, it is 
ONLY your land. Even when passages spell out geographical "boundaries" as if God does such a 
thing, it never says this is exclusively your land. It never says I will give this land JUST to you.  
 
Remember these were homeless nomads who had left slavery in Egypt and were wandering around 
in the desert; at most these passages say, settle here, but they do not say, settle here exclusively. 
Indeed again and again it talks about welcoming "zarim" -- translated as "strangers" but can also 
be translated as "people/tribes who are not you" -- in your midst. Blew my mind, hope it blows 
yours. 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 
Joys: 

 Birthday joy: June Lee (August 6), Clara Ramirez (August 12), Alex Spiridon (August 
13)  

 Dan Cudworth with thanks that the surgery removed the cancer ; for two weeks of 
vacation coming up and fro a visit from his family 

 Kathy Gillam for the joy of celebrating her daughter, Julia’s, wedding, Sunday, 
August 3 at Incline Village, NV 

 Thelma Parodi for an upcoming visit from her daughter, Lee, in August 
 For Oscar Ramirez who recently received a Pursuit of Excellence scholarship 
 Sachiko Berry for June Lee’s birthday on August 6, 2014 
 Caroline Shephard in appreciation for a good memorial service for her mother-in-law, 

Marie, on Saturday at San Mateo Congregational Church 
 

Concerns – New: 
 Jane and Chin for their son, Kingsley, with an unexpected medical condition 
 Sarah and Dan Chetti for their daughter as she makes some life transitions 
 Doug Lee for his friend, Kyu, who was recently laid off from his job 
 For all those affected by the Ebola outbreak in Africa 
 Chip Clark for his landlady, Carlene, who recently had a toe amputated 
 Melanie Ramirez for safe travel as Dona takes Daniel and Brian to the Grand Canyon; 

for the family of Clara’s friend whose 25 year old sister died recently 
 Thelma Parodi for ongoing healing for her niece, Sandra, who seems to be improving 
 For Elliott Davidson recovering from a concussion 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For all the children and families affected by the refugee crisis at the US border 
 For June Lee who is at Channing House health unit, recovering from a mild stroke 



 Nana Spiridon for Alex and family as Alex adjusts to his new living environment in a 
memory care facility; for peace in their family; family and friends are now visiting 

 For the work of Church World Service and American Baptist Relief Ministries 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 

  
Ongoing: 

 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 Laura Garcia for Janice with health concerns 
 For Ruth Clark, Earl and Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Owen, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For the mission work of Dan and Sarah Chetti in Lebanon; and for Dan and Sharon 

Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the well-being of our church; for wisdom and guidance for our leaders and 

future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice for 

the abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of measures to 

heal our communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and less free 
 

 
Happy Birthday!  Oleta turns 60! 
 



 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 2014 
 

"All Are Welcome" 
 

Texts for the Sunday:  ISAIAH 55:1-15; LUKE 14:15-24.  Lectionary reading for the Week:  Genesis 37:1-
4, 12-28; Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45c; Matthew 14:13-21; Romans 10:5-15.  (This week’s focus scripture is in 
bold.)  
 
The parable has often been understood to be about the history of the Jesus movement. Jesus came and 
offered an invitation to Israel, but they refused it, and so the church turned to the Gentiles. Such a 
reading is too narrow to fit Luke-Acts, where not all Israel turns down the invitation and not all the 
Gentiles accept it. One of Luke’s consistent plot lines is that those who might be expected to respond to 
the gospel positively often do not, and those who do 
respond are often surprising; so Zechariah doubts while Mary believes. One reading of the parable is 
“take the invitation when it’s offered, or you will be shut out when the party begins.” 
 
A second, more pointed reference for the parable is to the behavior of Luke’s audience. Imagine a 
wealthy first-century Christian hearing Luke read aloud, being confronted with “don’t invite your 
friends, invite the poor.” He thinks to himself, “That sounds very noble, but it isn’t realistic; after all, I 
have social obligations to uphold. If I had the city’s riff-raff reclining at my table, none of my peers 
would ever have me over again.” The parable of the great banquet is then a follow-up lesson on 
Christian ethics. The host of the banquet begins by ignoring Jesus’ advice and inviting his friends—
wealthy friends, by the sound of it, who can 
buy farms and lots of oxen. They all turn him down flat, inflicting public humiliation on him. The host 
then obeys Jesus, bringing in the poor and the disabled and the homeless, doing the right thing only 
after it becomes clear to him that he is high-status no longer. Reading it this way, the parable urges 
believers to embrace the sacrifice of status Jesus calls for in order to minister to those who need it most. 
 
The first reading puts Luke’s audience as the invited guests, and makes the parable a cautionary tale—
don’t presume on God’s hospitality.  The second reading puts the audience as the host—why not invite 
the poor first, and as a habit of life? A third reading situates the audience as the poor, the disabled, the 
homeless—they are the ones pulled into the banquet hall, “compelled to enter” by the householder’s 
slave. These are they who, according to Mary, will be lifted up by her son’s ministry, fed and satisfied 
when the rich are sent away with growling bellies. Read this way, the parable is an exhortation to value 
the kingdom more than anything else—more than farms and houses, more than oxen and crops and 
money, more than family. That reading is the segue into the next section, where Jesus speaks to the 
crowds about the demands of the cross.  (Richard B. Vinson, Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary: Luke, 
pp. 498-90). 
 
Prayer:  "O God of the poor and meek, form us into people who do not conform to the patterns of this world but 
rather conform to the norms of your upside-down kingdom. Give us eyes to see you in those who suffer. Move us 
to the margins of this world, and help us to find you there, in your most distressing disguises. Amen." 



 
 

A  NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 
 

What a special day we had last Sunday with all our international visitors!  It was a delight to welcome 
Dan and Sarah Chetti, missionaries from Lebanon; Ramesh Kumar and Dr. A. J. Samuel from India; 
and Leonardo Nogueira, a visitor (Baptist) from Rio de Janeiro.  Dan preached for us on bringing the 
good news to the nations of this world; Sarah shared in our Time for Children and Youth; both brought 
testimony and videos about the work they are doing – Dan in the Arab Baptist Seminary and Sarah 
with female migrant workers who are brought to Beirut as domestics and then often mistreated.  
Ramesh brought greetings from Balasore Technical School and Dr. Samuel from the Telugu Baptist 
Convention of south India.  All of them had been in the USA for the missions conferences, held at 
Green Lake, in celebration of the 200th anniversary of Baptist foreign missions. 
 
After worship and a time of sharing, Marilyn Hunwick, Nana Spiridon and the Missions Task Team 
provided a lovely lunch on the patio.  We had dishes from India and Lebanon along with fresh fruit as 
everyone continued the conversation under the trees.  I am also pleased to report that Ramesh has 
pledged $1000 to our special mission offerings for Habitat for Humanity and One Great Hour of 
Sharing, from the money BTS makes selling its goods and Dr. Samuel pledged $1000 from the Telugu 
Convention for the work of the Chettis!  Of course, this doesn’t let us off the hook.  It simply adds to 
what we have and will continue to give with our characteristic generosity. 
 
At the end of the luncheon, both Doug and I commented on what good day it was.  Special thanks to 
the Hunwicks for the key role they played in pulling all this together and for the indomitability of their 
missionary spirit!  Thanks to everyone else who helped make the day special.  I love not only the 
multicultural flavors of our own congregation but also our vision and appreciation for how modern 
missions bring all sorts of people together in a common family of God. 
 
This Sunday promises to be another special day as well as we celebrate our annual joint worship 
service in Mitchell Park.  This year I am very pleased that the folk from University AME Zion will be 
joining us, including their new pastor, Kaloma Smith.  I believe the Tongan congregation “nested” in 
their space will also participate.  Margaret Boles, Kal and I have had a good time planning a service 
around the theme, “All Are Welcome.”  The service will be followed by the traditional potluck lunch so 
bring food to share.  This would be a wonderful time to invite some others to join you. 
 
Remember the service begins at 10:30 AM this week only!  Y’all come. 
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as we journey together.     
Pastor Rick    
 

MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
 

 



Missions Sunday at FBCPA August 3, 2014 
 

                
Dan Chetti    Sarah Chetti         International Luncheon 
 

 
                  Sarah shares with our children and youth 
 

      
Dr, Samuel Ramesh and the Chettis        Leonardo Nogueira makes new friends 


