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MIXON MUSES 
 

Well, what did you do on your summer vacation?  It’s the classic question every child is 
asked by teachers and friends as a new school year is ramping up.  Depending on what you 
did and perhaps your age, personality type and who is asking, you may be eager or reluc-
tant to answer that question.  Some summers are crammed with exciting activity and good 
fun, some drag on in endless boredom, some simply mean more of the same grinding pov-
erty and lack of opportunity.  Summer has many meanings, depending on your location – 
geographically but also socially. 
 
For me, I’m glad you asked because I’m eager to talk about my summer.  Part of the joy of 
summer is living in paradise.  The sunny days and moderate temperatures seem unending.  
Even with the drought there are many shady trees and lovely gardens to enjoy.  We had 
some good times as a congregation, including cook outs, international visitors, baseball 
and worship in the park.  It was a good summer here at FBCPA. 
 
My summer was highlighted by the two weeks in August when I took off for Tahoe and 
points north.  I missed my annual continuing education week with the Baptist Peace Fel-
lowship of North America.  The pictures posted online made it as appealing as ever, so I 
regret not being there.  However, my alternative was to spend a week at Lake Tahoe (not 
bad, eh?) at annual summer retreat of Companions on the Inner Way.   
 
Companions is a program in spirituality developed in the early 1980s by the late Morton 
Kelsey and Professor Roy Fairchild of San Francisco Theological Seminary.  Initially the 
program was core to the SFTS Center for Christian Spiritual Disciplines (now the Program 
for Christian Spirituality in which I am doing my sabbatical work.)  In the early 1990s 
Companions became an independent program providing spiritual retreats twice a year.  It 
is now a ministry of Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church in San Francisco.  The pastor of 
that congregation and the liturgist for Companions is Jeff Gaines, my former Spiritual Di-
rector. 
 
The summer retreats are held at Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center on the 
shores of Lake Tahoe.  The setting is magical as most of the meeting rooms look out on 
the multi-hued blue waters of the Lake.  In the course of the week, we experienced thunder 
and lightning, clouds and sunshine, whitecaps and mirror stillness on the lake.  Surely God 
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is in that place (though, of course, we know that God is present in every place!)  What a 
treat each afternoon to sit on a bench on the lakefront reading and contemplating as I read 
and just staring at the lake.   
 
The high point of this elevated experience was the teaching of Brian McLaren.  Brian, a 
prolific writer, is one of the originators of the “Emergent Church” movement.  This is a 
phenomenon with which Pastor Tripp familiarized us during his tenure here.  In my nut-
shell, the Emergent or Emerging Church, is an attempt by contemporary Christians to find 
ways to be and do church that will speak the “Good News” authentically and meaningfully 
in the context in which we find ourselves.  In this view, church may look like nothing 
we’re familiar with, yet it still communicates Christ’s vision of the constantly in-breaking 
reign of God on earth. 
 
The theme for the week was taken from the writings of the Medieval German mystic, 
Meister Eckhart, who prayed that “God would save me from God.”  The flyer for the re-
treat enticed us with this message.  “These words, adapted from Meister Eckhart, reflect a 
struggle that many of us feel: a tension between our conventional images of God, our lan-
guage for God, our formulations about God on the one hand and our intuitions of, experi-
ences with, and hopes about God on the other. Rather than trying to suppress this tension, 
we will explore it as an arena for spiritual growth and creative spiritual exploration.” 
 
We will come back to this material in the days ahead.  Brian, a brilliant public theologian, 
former pastor and English professor, challenged us daily to reconsider our view of God, of 
Christ, of Bible, of  faith.  His concern is for a living God, a living Christ, a living Word, a 
living people.  His latest book is We Make the Road by Walking: A Year-Long Quest for 
Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation.  Among other things, this book pro-
vides a creative alternative to the lectionary with 52 chapters of scripture texts, commen-
tary and reflection by Brian.  Beginning with the first Sunday in September, we will use 
this alternate to provide worship themes for the coming year.  The book is divided into 
four large themes – Alive in the Story of Creation; Alive in the Adventure of Jesus; Alive 
in a Global Uprising; and Alive in the Spirit of God.   
 
As you can see “aliveness” is key to Brian’s thinking and I hope it is to ours well.   What 
would it mean to live out our existence as FBCPA fully alive?  Together we can make this 
enterprise key to our common life in the year ahead.  What being alive means is not pre-
scribed.  Our aliveness is unique to us, to be explored, tested, worked out and celebrated.  
As you can probably tell, I am excited about the prospects of this journey, of making our 
own “road” as we walk it together.  We will order some copies of Brian’s book to have 
available to those who wanted read about the adventure that lies ahead. 
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I’m sure this is more than enough for now.  As always, I am glad to be with each of you on 
this faith journey. 
 
Pastor Rick 
 

You will see elsewhere in this Spire information about “Campaign Nonviolence,” 

organized nationally by Pace e Bene and  locally by MultiFaith Voices  for Peace 

and  Justice.   Their  literature says, “Campaign Nonviolence  is a  long‐term move‐

ment to build a culture of peace by mainstreaming active nonviolence and by join‐

ing  the  enduring, nonviolent  struggle  to abolish war,  end poverty,  stop  the de‐

struction of the earth, and challenge all violence.   Campaign Nonviolence invites 

you  to practice nonviolence  toward yourself,  toward all others, and  toward  the 

world!”  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

AN INVITE TO THE CHURCH FROM OLETA  

 

 

 

 

Alternatives to Lawn 
Tired of watering, mowing and fertilizing your lawn, but not sure what attractive alterna-
tives are out there?  Explore dozens of ways to create a beautiful and sustainable land-
scape that conserves water and resources, while reducing your utility bill and mainte-
nance costs.   

Date:  Thursday, September 25    
Time:   6:00 – 8:30 PM 
Instructor:  Deva Luna 
Location:   Lucie Stern Community Room, Ballroom 
Fee: Free, but registration is required due to space limitations.  
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Christian Formation and Family Life 
 

 

Back to School 
 
I’m writing to you from the Jersey Shore, sitting on a porch just a couple hundred 
yards from the beach in Ocean City, NJ. Since my youth, three generations of my 
family have gathered for a week “down the shore” near the end of every summer. 
When I was a kid, we would often drive home from the beach on Labor Day, and 
then begin the new school year the very next day. It was always bittersweet to jump 
from the relaxed pace of vacation to the challenges and excitement of a fresh school 
year. 
 
Throughout our eleven years in California, we’ve found a way to get back to the east 
coast every year for this annual ritual. One of the joys of our trip this year is that, af-
ter our week at the beach, I will have an opportunity to preach at Chesterfield Baptist 
Church, where my dad was pastor for 28 years. And then we’ll hop on a plane, come 
home, and I’ll get ready for seminary classes to start the next day. 
 
It’s been a great summer at First Baptist of Palo Alto. About twenty of us had a blast 
going to see the San Jose Giants play on August 8th. I was a little worried when the 
game began and it was just the Satterlees, Pastor Rick, and I, but by the third inning, 
the two rows reserved for our group were packed with boisterous fans from FBC!  
That same weekend, our service in Mitchell Park was a truly wonderful experience, 
with five diverse Palo Alto congregations coming together for a truly unique and 
powerful service of worship followed by a shared meal. 
 
As we enter September, I am happy to be celebrating my one-year anniversary with 
you. I remember my first Sunday last September, as I joined you for the worship ser-
vice celebrated FBC’s 120th anniversary. It’s been a real joy to get to know all of 
you and to be a part of year number 121! And I’m so pleased that I have opportunity 
to continue working with the children and youth here. I don’t need to tell any of you 
that the youth here at FBC are awesome; getting to be a part of their lives is a tre-
mendous experience for me. As we move from summer into the joys and challenges 
of this new year, may we all be open to the Spirit who calls us to times of rest and 
renewal, and then invites us to find new ways of expressing God’s love in our lives 
and in our world. 
 
Doug Davidson, Minister with Children, Youth, and Families. 
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Dear Friends of American Baptist Seminary of the West: 

 

ABSW stands in solidarity with Ferguson, MO: The Faculty, 
Administration, Staff, and a majority of the Board of Trus-
tees of American Baptist Seminary of the West, a member 

school of the Graduate Theological Union, are compelled by conscience to concur 
with the following statement from the Racial Justice and Multiculturalism Commu-
nity of the Alliance of Baptists. 

On Saturday, August 9, 2014, we witnessed yet another unarmed Black teenager 
killed by police in a U.S. city. We are outraged by Michael Brown’s death: the slay-
ing of another innocent beloved of God. Beyond Brown’s death, the events follow-
ing in Ferguson, Mo., have revealed a panoply of problems that threaten the lives 
and well-being of multitudes of African Americans in this country and call our de-
mocratic commitments into question. Brown’s death refuels our anger over the on-
going institutionalized racism and injustice that Black citizens face at all levels of 
the justice system. 

There remains a sickness at the heart of our national soul. Thus, there is a great 
need for the American Baptist Seminary of the West to strengthen its commitment 
to prepare leaders who are able to address this sickness in ways consistent with 
the mandates of the gospel, the leading of the Spirit and the values of the faith tra-
ditions represented in our family. It is our intent to stand in solidarity with those 
who advocate for justice in oppressed and disenfranchised communities in the fol-
lowing ways: peaceful assembly to demonstrate and protest against the racism 
and injustice that prevails in society; support of those efforts to bring to justice 
those who commit murder and mayhem in our culture; and to stand with those 
who continually pray for peace to prevail in our land. We will pray, and when the 
time comes to get up from our knees and act, we will do that too.   

Our Savior taught us to pray, “Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” We remain commit-
ted to raising up leaders for whom this prayer is an active pursuit rather than an 
empty platitude. We remain committed to raising up leaders who can both de-
scribe the profound justice at the heart of the Reign of God and deliver programs 
and policies which embody this justice.  

 

Paul Martin 
President/CEO, ABSW                         

H. James Hopkins 
Chair, ABSW Board of Trustees  
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The ADULT BIBLE STUDY will commence again on Tuesday, Sep‐

tember 3 at 10:30 AM at the Terraces of Los Altos at Janet Maxwell’s 

apartment.  The address is 373 Pine Lane, #2106, Los Altos.  Let Pas‐

tor Rick know if you need transportation.  

MEN’S BREAKFAST,   Every  first  and  third Wednes‐

day at 8:30 AM, at Palo Alto Breakfast House, 2706 Middlefield, 

Palo Alto.  All the men from our Church family are welcome.  

CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSALS are held weekly 

at 7:30 PM in the Parlor . 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH meets on  the  last Thursday 

of  the month  at  10 AM.     Please  join us  at Corner 

Bakery Cafe, 3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our 

church community are invited to join in. 

 

Other Activities this month at FBCPA: 

 CONGREGATIONAL LIFE TASK TEAM, Friday, September 5, 2:00 PM in 

the Parlor. 

 PALO  ALTO  PHILHARMONIC  BAROQUE  CONCERT,  Saturday,  Sep‐

tember 6, 8:00 PM in the Sanctuary. 

 Sunday SEPTEMBER 14, RALLY DAY as we kick off a new church “school 

year” at 10:00 AM and celebrate our final cook out of the season afterwards.  

“Alive in the Story of Creation: Being Human,” Pastor Rick preaching.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
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JUNE E. LEE  

Aug. 6, 1922-Aug. 26, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 
June was born and raised in the International District of Seattle, Washington. 
June's family ran a store and restaurant. In 1933, June, then 11, and her mom 
accompanied her dad to China where he passed away.  In 1941, her mother 
bought a five-bedroom home on Seattle's Beacon Hill that became a beloved 
center of the growing clan. From her mother June learned to be 'sensible,' 
strong and independent. 

In 1967 she joined the First Baptist Church of Palo Alto and as a member, she 
traveled to Nicaragua and worked with Afghan refugees, farm workers and the 
homeless. June had a deep love for Saratoga's Hakone Gardens as it was in 
the care of and revitalized by a partnership of friends. Throughout her lifetime, 
June had the opportunity to take many trips to Seattle, Hawaii, New York, Yo-
semite, Tahoe, Europe and China and throughout the rest of the United States. 
On a 1982 trip to China, she reconnected with her oldest sister for the first time 
since she met her at age 11. For the last 20 years, she was a healthy and active 
resident of Channing House. She was a voracious reader, generous to chari-
ties, a lover of current events, a keeper of her daughter's garden, and dedicated 
to naturopathic healing and good food. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions in June Lee's name can be sent to the 
Chinese Historical Society http://chsa.org/support/donate/donations-in-honor-in-
memoriam/; or Hakone Gardens http://www.hakone.com/main.html; or Ecu-
menical Hunger Program, www.ehpcares.org.  

(fragments of obituary posted in  local media.) 

From Debbie and Stuart Lee: 
We will hold a Celebration of June Lee’s life. 

We would love to have you all join us.  
The Church meant a lot to my mom. 
Sunday September 7th, 2014 - 2 pm 

After the service, join us for a meal at Channing House,  
850 Webster, Palo Alto  



 

8 

Adult Spiritual Formation:  
 

Campaign Nonviolence September 21-28 
There are activities within various local faith communities and a couple of shared pub-
lic events – a vigil and a picnic.  As part of our participation, our Adult Spiritual For-
mation classes for September 21 and 28 will focus on another book by Brian McLaren, 
Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crisis and a Revolution of Hope.  In this book 
Brian attempts to answer two pre-occupying questions:  What are the biggest problems 
in the world? and What does Jesus have to say about these global problems?  These 
are questions that, among other things, seek to join our faith to the real world in which 
we live.   

September 21       Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crisis and a           
Revolution of Hope, Part 1 

September 28 Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crisis and a 
Revolution of Hope, Part 2 

            WORSHIP  THEMES FOR SEPTEMBER  2014 WORSHIP  THEMES FOR SEPTEMBER  2014     

 

“Alive in the Story of Creation” 
September 7  Awe and Wonder  
                 Genesis 1:1-2:3, Psalm 19, Matthew 6:25-34 
 

September 14  Being Human   
                 Genesis 2:4-25; Psalm 8; Mark 3:1-6 
 

September 21  A World of Meaning  
                 Psalm 145:1-16; Proverbs 8:1-36; John 1:1-17 
 

September 28  The Drama of Desire     
                 Genesis 3:1-13; Psalm 32; Philippians 2:3-11 
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Happy Birthday this month to:     
 

 Marilyn  Hunwick                  September 2 

 Ron  Tuttle                        September 2 

 Dustin Ha                        September 7 

Jan Gunderson                    September 8 

Michael Holmes                   September 9 

Naomi Schultz                     September 11 

Lynn  Hunwick                     September 16 

Tammy  Poffenroth                September 21 

Beth  Johnson                    September 25     

SENIOR CHAT 
 

Senior chat is a community of people from varying churches and organizations in 

Palo Alto.   We meet once a month, on the Second Friday, at 10:00.   The Fireside 

Room of Covenant Presbyterian Church is where we convene to learn new ideas, 

share  friendship, have  light  snack and a  light exercise.   Please  join us.   We are 

open to all ages, if the presentation subject is of interest.  No RSVP is necessary.   
 

September 12  ʺThe Place of Pets.ʺ   We will explore research on how pets im‐

prove our mental, physical, spiritual and emotional health.  Iʹm hoping that some‐

one from the Furry Friends Society will join us.   Bring your stories and ideas of 

how pets have impacted your life.   This should be a fun and heartwarming ses‐

sion.   Fireside Room of Covenant Presbyterian Church, 670 East Meadow Drive.  

For information, Dona Smith‐Powers, Coordinator (650) 494‐3093.  
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AMERICAN BAPTIST and other NEWS 

  OGHS FUNDS SENT TO WEST AFRICA 
 

“Thanks to donors’ generous gifts to the annual One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 
offering, International Ministries (IM) was able to begin responding to the Ebola out-
break even before it made the headlines,”says World Relief Officer Lisa Rothenberger. 
”Only recently has the current Ebola crisis gained significant media attention in the 
U.S., but for the people of West Africa, the problem began in March”. 
 

$20,000 in OGHS funds have been supporting several key initiatives, ranging from re-
lief to prevention. As Rothenberger explains, “Gifts to OGHS are readily available not 
only to provide relief after natural disasters, but also to fight back the spread of deadly 
disease outbreaks and provide for the long-term education and awareness that will be 
critical in preventing future outbreaks.” 
 
NEW MISSIONARY FAMILY PREVENTED FROM CONTINUING WORK  IN LIBERIA. 
 

Becky and Larry Stanton, with their 3 youngest children, serve at Ricks Institute, a K-
12 school in Liberia, West Africa in partnership with the Liberia Baptist Missionary & 
Educational Convention.  Larry serves as Maintenance Supervisor, overseeing the up-
keep of buildings and grounds on the campus serving 625 students and 135 
staff.  Becky serves as an English teacher in the elementary school and will conduct 
weekly Bible studies on campus. 
 

The Stantons arrived in Liberia in March to begin their work but due to the Ebola out-
break, the school had to cancel its annual sports tournament.  By July the Stantons re-
turned to the USA to attend the World Mission Conference and due to Ebola the 
schools were shut down for August.  It was then determined that the Stantons could not 
return at present.  Pray for the Stantons and for the people of Liberia during this critical 
period when many health workers have had to leave and clinics are left without neces-
sary resources.  IM has designated $20,000 of OGHS funds for Liberia. 
  ————————————————————————————————— 
Partnership agreements have been signed between International Ministries (IM) and 
three new Baptist partners in North Africa and Europe at the International Partnership 
Consultation in July at Green Lake:  The Egyptian Baptist Convention, The Union of 
Evangelical Christian Baptist Churches of Armenia, and The Baptist Union of Po-
land.  This raises IM's global partnerships to more than 230. These three bodies are also 
members of the European Baptist Federation (EBF) with which IM has had partnership 
and fellowship for several years.  
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 Pray for Pete and Sarah 
McCurdy endorsed for 
ministry to pastors and 

their families in the Dominican Republic and extending into 
Cuba.     Journal by Bob Santilli August 27, 2014  

 

Rev. Peter and Sarah McCurdy of Madison, Ohio have been endorsed for ministry in the 
Dominican Republic where they will provide support and encouragement to pastors and 
pastors’ families related to four IM partners as well as extending ministry into Cuba.  
 
Pete writes: While in training at MTI (Missionary Training International) in Palmer Lake, 
Colorado, I was struck with an idea. The thought is this: “We have a hope of being in the 
Dominican Republic as soon as possible. The Judsons had a period of three months of 
waiting on a boat till arriving in India. Our time of networking is a period of waiting for 
us.” 
     

In this short update, we really want you to know that we are doing well.  We are still look-
ing forward to December as we hope expectantly to reach the 100% mark.  Your support 
and the churches that join us are making a big difference in not only our lives, but in the 
mission of advancing the Kingdom of God. 
Prayer requests 
•    This fall we are looking forward to connecting with some regions at their annual/
biennial meetings.  Please pray for the connections to be made.  We will be contacting re-
gions again in September when we return to Pennsylvania to finalize our plans.  These are 
awesome opportunities to have our display up and share with pastors and church members 
about what God is calling us to in the Dominican Republic and Cuba. 
•    Please pray for the kids as they prepare for a new school year.  Last year we home 
schooled them and this year they asked to go back to public school.  We agreed hoping that 
with our transition (this December God willing) that they could and would transfer to the 
international school in Costa Rica in January as we start our language training. 
Praises: 
•    We are making friends and connections here in Colorado.  It is a 
joy to connect with missionaries from other agencies as we are 
trained and prepare for the field. 
•    God keeps surprising us with our children and their heart for 
missions. 
•    We continue to be safe as we travel. 

 

 



 

14 

Faith Leaders Pray for Central American Children on 
Both Sides of Border Fence 
News by Catherine Nold September 2, 2014  

                 

On Friday, August 
29th, American 
Baptist Interna-
tional Ministries 
(IM) missionaries, 
along with faith leaders from the Episcopal, United 
Methodist, United Church of Christ, Catholic and 

Jewish traditions, joined in a prayer service for Central American children fleeing vio-
lence. Faith leaders held a vigil on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border at Friendship 
Circle in Tijuana and San Diego. 

Rev. Dr. A. Roy Medley, general secretary of American Baptist Churches USA, and 
Jim E. Winkler, general secretary of the National Council of Churches, led the prayer 
vigil and called upon all faith communities to show welcome to the children seeking 
refuge as they flee gang violence and life threatening circumstances in El Salvador, 
Honduras and Guatemala. 

Also providing leadership for the event were several IM missionaries serving in Mex-
ico: Ray and Adalia Schellinger-Gutierrez, Mercy Gonzalez-Barnes and Tim and Patti 
Long. 

“Faith communities across this nation continue to urgently respond to the physical, 
spiritual and legal needs of thousands children and families who have sought protec-
tion in our midst,” said Winkler. “We’re a nation of more than 300 million. We can 
easily muster the moral courage and resources to protect children who are fleeing for 
their lives from violence, rape and exploitation. It’s simply a matter of justice.” 

Leaders prayed for members of Congress to main-
tain and extend due process and humanitarian pro-
tections for unaccompanied children. Clergy also 
called on President Barack Obama to end the pain 
of deportations and provide administrative relief to 
as many undocumented people as possible. Com-
munity members and faith communities recommit-
ted themselves to work together to alleviate the in-
justice of this crisis. 
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Dear Loved Ones, 

 Greeting. Please let me introduce you to the sad case of Evanaud Laurent. The boy is now 
15 years old, the first in a family of 7 children. The father of the 7 children, after suffering 
in Haiti, went to cut sugar canes in the sugar cane plantations in Dominican Republic. He 
got sick while there and came back to Haiti to die. His death at that time left this young boy 
of 11 years old then to play the role of the father. 

This ending school year 2013-2014, the boy was in six grade of elementary school in our 
community. He had to pay 1000 gourdes, Haitian money which at that time was the equiva-
lent of US $ 23.25. Because his mother, Ma Geyi, a short lady with a short term memory 
loss whom we reported in our journal of 26/10/2011 was not able to pay. 

Because of his love to study, the boy had to find a job to make those 1000 gourdes. He went 
to help the construction people who were building the wall of one local clinic. Sadly for the 
boy, part of the wall fell on him causing him to lose his middle finger on the left hand.  The 
rest of the fingers were also damaged and remain very rigid and cannot move to be of use. 

Kihomi intervened by paying the 1000 gourdes, and gave brand new shoes and clothes to 
the boy.  

 The opening of school year is already here. Ma Geyi wants to send her son and the other 6 
children to school but cannot. The boy is excited to start his junior high but who will pay for 
his studies this year. It takes only US $200 for him to study this year. These situations are 
heartbreaking for us and there are many in similar situations. 

 In His Peace, 

 Nzunga and Kihomi 

 Dear supporters, 

Everyone knows education is one of the key elements to eliminate poverty but how can the 
absolute poor get the funds to go.  Besides tuition they will need a uniform and shoes or 
they can not go.  Costs vary depending on area but generally elementary school will cost 
$50 - $100 , Jr High $200 - $300, High School $300 - $400 and college $1500.  These costs 
are for a year!  By USA standards this is dirt cheap.  You can give to Nzunga’s Scholarship 
fund and change a life possibly for a whole family.  You can give hope.  You can give a fu-
ture.  

 Dennis Shewell 

Mission Partnership Team Communications Advocate and Convener 

Nzunga and Kihomi Ministry 

E-mail: deshewell@gmail.com            Phone: 812-569-1352 
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Carolyn opened the meeting at about 5:11 PM.  Rick by sounding a bell and reading 
from a meditation by a Vietnamese monk noting that we live in the existing world and 
must come to peaceful terms with that fact. 

Present:  Jane Chin, Sarah Ha, Marilyn Hunwick, Pastor Rick Mixon, Eleanor and 
Hugh Satterlee, and Moderator Carolyn Shepard.   

Rick reported that Oleta continues to make slow progress in her recovery from sur-
gery.  She is able to spend more time in the office, now, and continues still working 
from home. 

Rick indicated that, starting August 10th, he will spend five days at a retreat at Lake 
Tahoe, then ten days in Boise celebrating his mother’s 96th birthday and visiting with 
friends, returning on August 26th.  Doug will be here in the first part of August, but 
then depart on a long-planned family vacation in the east. 

Doug has gathered a gang of 18 to attend a San Jose Giants game on Friday, August 
8th. 

Rick reported that the job announcement for our Associate Pastor position has been 
mailed to about ten organizations for distribution. 

Sarah reviewed the Treasurer’s report, noting that pledges and anonymous giving re-
mains ahead of budget, following recent history.  Tenant contributions are $1,200 be-
hind, but one tenant has prepaid by $375. 

A large sum belonging to iSing remains on the books.  Oleta is working on a contract 
which will serve to bring iSing’s status in line with that of our other tenants.  Their 
money will be transferred to their own bank account when the contract is signed. 

The Council devoted time to planning this year’s evaluation of the Pastor.  The Coun-
cil will meet on September 4th to prepare the evaluation and then meet with Rick to 
discuss the evaluation at the next Council meeting.   

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Council Meeting Minutes, August 7, 2014 
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The proposal to host the 2015 annual conference of the Evergreen Association was dis-
cussed at length.  Evergreen can provide administrative help, but all other activities, 
meals, room setups, etc., will be accomplished by congregations in the local area work-
ing together.  The other local congregations have not yet been enlisted, but the council 
agreed to proceed with the expectation, “that it will all work out.”   

Task Teams:  Patio: - Much deferred maintenance, pruning, staking, etc., on the shrubs 
in the patio area and elsewhere on the property, has been completed. 

Mission: - The August 3rd Mission Sunday briefings by Ramesh Kumar and Dr. 
A.J. Samuel from India and Daniel and Sarah Chetti from Beirut, and the lovely 
picnic luncheon was a rousing success.   

Congregational Life: - The team will meet on Friday, September 5th at 2:00 PM in 
the parlor. 

Scholarship: - The form for applicants for scholarships is in preparation. 

Some work on the patio and in the bathrooms remains to be completed.  This is estimated 
to cost about $2,000.  Carolyn moved and Marilyn seconded that this be approved.  The 
Council approved the expenditure on a voice vote. 

The Council discussed at length a request by Dona Smith-Powers for assistance to par-
ticipate in a workshop of the Baptist Alliance regarding middle-eastern affairs.  The 
Council agreed to a grant of $200 on a vote of 4 yes, 1 no, and 1 abstention.  

The next Council meeting will be held on Thursday, September 18th at 5:00 PM.  

Carolyn adjourned the meeting with a prayer at 7:40 PM.   

 

Submitted,   

Hugh Satterlee-Clerk 
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SEPTEMBER MISSION OFFERING 

 

Our special offering for September supports the Opportunity Ser-
vices Center, our local center of Invision/Shelter Network, 
which addresses the needs of the homeless in our area. The Op-
portunity Services Center, located at 33 Encina Avenue in Palo 
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Alto, functions as a service to the wider community by providing a 
creative response to home-less related problems and offering op-
portunities for the community to respond to those needs.  Its high-
est concern is to provide a positive and caring environment that 
respects the dignity of every person.  
 

The Opportunity Center itself has 88 units of housing for both sin-
gle adults and families.  It provides a wide variety of services to 
assist with basic needs and to enable people to find stability in 
their lives and housing. 
 

“The first step towards helping community members find their 
way out of homelessness, or to help them avoid it, is to provide 
for their basic needs, such as a hot cup of coffee, somewhere to 
perform personal hygiene, a place to pick up mail or return a 
phone call, assistance in finding food and shelter, and a suppor-
tive sense of community.  Once they’re in the door with some ba-
sic needs met, people need access to a wide variety of social, re-
habilitative, and educational services.” The Opportunity Center is 
a place that is organized and set up to address a wide range of 
those needs that go beyond the basics. 
 

This September offering gives us the opportunity to impact those 
in need right here at home.  Our goal for this offering is $600. 
Please give generously to help meet this goal. 

 

Carolyn Shepard, material taken from Invision/Shelter Network 
website. 
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Minister: Rev. Randle (Rick) Mixon 

650–327-0561; FAX 650-327-1562 

Email: fbc-paloalto@sbcglobal.net 

Web Site: www.fbc-paloalto.org 
 

September Mission Outreach Offering 
THE  OPPORTUNITY  SERVICES  CENTER OF PALO ALTO 

GOAL:  $600.00 
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