
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
OCTOBER 8, 2014 

 
Words to Consider:  “True faith isn’t a deal where we use God to get the inside track or a special 
advantage or a secret magic formula for success.  It isn’t a mark of superiority or exclusion.  True faith is 
about joining God in God’s love for everyone.  It’s about seeking goodness with others, not at the expense 
of others.  True faith is seeing a bigger circle in which we are all connected, all included, all loved, all 
blessed…True faith brings us back down to Earth, into solidarity with others and with all creation.” 

Brian McLaren, We Make the Road by Walking 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 NO CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL this week.  We will resume on October 16. 
 

 SENIOR CHAT, Friday, October 10, 10:00 AM – Judy Kramer, long time active Palo 
Alto resident, will share her journey with many causes and organizations, and her 
recent discovery of a ʺhidden part of herself through photography. Judy says, ʺI 
have been active in the local and school community and the world community all 
my adult life. The journey has taken me from baking cookies for PTA to 
participating in the 4th UN Conference on Women in China.ʺ If you wish to bring 
some of your favorite photographs to share, you are welcome to do so.  Fireside 
Room of Covenant Presbyterian Church, 670 East Meadow Drive. For information, 
Dona Smith-Powers, Coordinator 650-494-3093.   
 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 10:00 AM, Worship and Sunday School:  “What Is Faith?”  
Wally Bryen preaching.  During the usual time for Adult Spiritual Formation at 
11:30 AM we will have a Special Meeting with the Parents of Our FBCPA Children 
in the Parlor to talk about the hopes and desires for how First Baptist might meet the 
needs of our kids and young families.  

 
 NO BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, October 14.  We will resume on Tuesday October 21. 

 
 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, October 15 – 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast 

House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are 
welcome. 

 
 BAPTISTS LUNCHING TOGETHER, Wednesday, October 15, 12 PM, Grand Lake 

Gardens in Oakland.  Lunch is $8.00.  Speaker: Paul Martin, President, and Victor 



Vanloo, Development Director, American Baptist Seminary of the West.  
Reservations call Joan Thatcher, (510) 350-7008. 

 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 

 
 CHURCH COUNCIL meeting, Thursday, October 16, 5:00 PM in the Parlor. 

 
 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, October 23 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery 

Cafe, 3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are 
invited to join in. 
 

 ANNUAL POTLUCK AND PUMPKIN CARVING for the whole family, 
Friday, October 24, 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING, Sunday, October 26 after worship. 
 

 
 

 
October’s Special Mission Offering is our annual World Mission Offering. American Baptist 
International Ministries is supported solely through the generosity of churches and 
individuals.  Their primary fundraising vehicle is the annual World Mission Offering. Currently 
about 100 full-time missionaries, along with short-term missionaries and mission partners, serve 
in more than 70 countries.  Their central mission is to help people come to faith in Jesus, grow in 
their relationship with God and change their worlds through the power of the Spirit.  Churches 
may also give through their budget to a missionary of their choice (Targeted Giving).  Since 
2008, FBC PA has joined the Missionary Partnership Network of Dan and Sarah Chetti who 
serve at the Baptist Theological Seminary in Beirut, Lebanon.  In 2012, we added Dan Buttry, 
Global Consultant for Peace and Justice.  We have received $320 toward our goal of $850. 
 
 
 



IN THE WORLD 
 

ABHMS REPRESENTED AT IMMIGRATION REFORM RALLY  
WHERE AMERICAN BAPTISTS WERE ARRESTED 

 
 
American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) was 
represented at a July 31 immigration reform rally in Washington, 
D.C. While emphasizing the plight of unaccompanied children 
crossing the border between the United States and Central 
America, the rally advocated for an end to deportation and an 
extension of deferred action to all immigrants currently in the 
United States. 
 
Participating in the rally was the Rev. Aundreia Alexander, 
Esquire, ABHMS national coordinator of Refugee Resettlement 
and Immigration Services, who stresses the long overdue need to 
reform the broken U.S. immigration system because it cannot 
address the backlog of approximately 10 million undocumented 
individuals—many of whom have lived in the United States for 
decades. 

 
“They have established lifestyles here. They work, they may own property. They are actively 
involved in their churches,” she says. “In many cases, they’re serving in leadership positions 
in their church—maybe they’re even pastors.” 
 
In addition, ABHMS sponsored round-trip transportation to the rally for nine members of 
the New Sanctuary Movement (NSM) of Philadelphia, an ecumenical immigration advocacy 
organization. The nine were arrested at the rally for an act of civil disobedience—
specifically, close proximity to the White House. Two of them—Marcus Pomeroy and Caroline 
Cargo—are also members of the Immigration Justice Group at Central Baptist Church (CBC), 
Wayne, Pa. 
 
A pastor at CBC for 13 years before retiring in 2009, Pomeroy says his involvement was an 
expression of faith. 
 
"Radical hospitality is one of the evidences of the Reign of God,” he says. “The injustice of 
splitting up families and detaining refugee children needs to be brought to light and 
challenged by people of faith. Our Scriptures tell us that God is a God who knows no 
distinctions, and that we reveal God within us when we welcome the stranger among us.” 
Cargo says her participation was warranted on several levels, including as a follower of 
Jesus, chair of the NSM of Philadelphia’s board, and as an individual who grew up in 
Alabama during the Civil Rights Movement. 
 
“I was motivated to take part in this specific civil disobedience action because I’m angry and 
ashamed that our elected leaders continue to punish people who come to the United States 
longing for the same safety, stability and dignity that I and my own family desire,” says 
Cargo, who was pastor of North Hunterdon (N.J.) Baptist Church before moving to the 
Philadelphia area. She organized CBC’s Immigration Justice Group in 2009 and continues to 
act as a coordinator. 
 
For information about starting an immigration ministry in your church, contact Alexander at 
aundreia.alexander@abhms.org or 800-222-3872, x2430. 

http://www.abhms.org/justice_ministries/immigration_and_refugee_services/
http://www.abhms.org/justice_ministries/immigration_and_refugee_services/
http://www.sanctuaryphiladelphia.org/
http://www.cbcwayne.org/


WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2014 
 

 
Where do we find American Baptist missionaries? 

 

    
We are walking in the light of God! 

 

     
          We come to the welcome table           Oscar Ramirez 

   1st Granholm scholar 
 

    
Ha family singers    Ramirez family reflects 

 



JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday joy: Anita Lee (October 8), Jo Ford (October 9), Pearl Pe (October 10), Jin Chin 
(October 15) 

 For the presence of Oscar Ramirez in worship as we presented him with the first Don and 
Mary Granholm scholarship  

 Lynn Hunwick remembering Ghandi’s birthday on October 2 
 Jan Gunderson for her mother who is celebrating her 92 birthday this week in Bend, OR 

 

Concerns – New: 
 Marylea McLean for Ruth Owen who is in the Health Center at The Terraces 
 Marilyn Hunwick for the family and friends of Marjorie Gipson, who served as missionary 

with her husband, Tracy, to South India for 36 years, who died on September 8 at age 97.  
She was the mother of Maj StormoGipson (known to several at FBCPA) who died last year. 

 Hunwicks for Ramesh Kumar, prayers for the India Mission Summit in Kohima, Nagaland, 
India celebrating 175 years of Baptist missions in India, and for the anticipated 1,200 
delegates and 7,000 attendees 

 Nana Spiridon for Mary Granholm who fell and injured her head and is now in El Camino 
Rehabilitation Center in Los Gatos 

 Paul Tuan for his 9 year old granddaughter, Joyce, who recently had a bone marrow 
transplant 

 Thelma Parodi for her niece, Sandy, who is being moved to as nursing home in Las Vegas 
 Laura Garcia for her sister, Margaret, in Nebraska who seriously ill and for Janice and Laura 

as they travel back to see her 
 For Janet Maxwell who is experiencing some health concerns 
 Dan Cudworth who is glad that his last chemotherapy treatment is coming up; for Laurie 

who has a cold 
 Carolyn Shepard for Barbara Hing for the joy of being in church and for her health as she 

faces gall bladder surgery in addition to their move from Ohio to Palo Alto 
 Jane Chin for Eileen Conover who is recovering at home from knee replacement and making 

good progress 
 For all those affected by the Ebola outbreak in Africa and the heroic doctors, nurses and 

volunteers who have succumbed trying to help them, especially those who are willingly 
going to take up their places and do what they can to stop the epidemic 

 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For all the children and families affected by the refugee crisis at the US border 
 For all those who serve with American Baptist International Ministries, especially Dan 

Buttry and Dan and Sarah Chetti 
 

Ongoing: 
 Bengta and Gunnar Gottestam as they live with long term of affects of his Parkinson’s 



 Nana Spiridon for Alex who continues to struggle with his new living environment  (if you 
would like to visit, please schedule with Nana); for her as she manages his care 

 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 Laura Garcia for Janice with health concerns 
 For Ruth Clark, Earl and Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Owen, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For the mission work of Dan and Sarah Chetti in Lebanon; and for Dan and Sharon Buttry in 

global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; for wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice for the 

abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
  For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of measures to heal 

our communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and less free 
 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2014 

"Alive in Creation: what Is Faith?" 
 

Readings for the Week:  Genesis 12:1-9; Galatians 3:6-9; Mark 11:15-19. 
 
The first nine verses from Genesis 12 tell the story of God's call upon Abraham's life, 
and it is a call repeated to each one of us. This call from God subverts much 
conventional wisdom, and so it can feel counter-intuitive, for it is a call to move beyond 
three very human, powerful and deep-seated fears—fear of the unknown that we 
cannot control, fear of others who are different from us, and fear of personal 
powerlessness in the face of impossibilities. 
 
First, God called Abraham to leave his geographic place and, with it, everything that 
was familiar: ʺLeave your country, your people and your father's household and go to 
the land I will show youʺ (12:1). So Abraham gathered his family and possessions, left 
Haran, and ʺset out for the land of Canaan.ʺ This story is about more than a change of 
geography. In leaving Haran for Canaan, Abraham left all that was familiar—all custom 



and comfort, family and friends, all regularity and rhythm of his life. The only thing he 
would retain of Haran was the power of memory. This was a journey from former 
clarity into a future of genuine and profound ignorance. Abraham journeyed from what 
he had to what he did not have, from the known to the unknown, from everything that 
was familiar to all things strange. Thus the New Testament commentary on his 
subversive obedience to God: ʺBy faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would 
later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where 
he was going. By faith he made his home in the Promised Land like a stranger in a 
foreign countryʺ (Hebrews 11:8–9).     
 
In his journey into the unknown, Abraham embraced ignorance, relinquished control, 
and chose to live with confidence in God's promise to bless him in a new and strange 
place. But this required a second choice on his part. He had to leave not only his 
geographic place. He had to leave behind his narrow-minded, small-minded, parochial 
vision, the tendency in all of us to exclude the strange and the stranger, for God gave a 
staggering promise to this obscure, Semitic nomad: in response to his obedience God 
would make him the heir of all the world. 
 
But Abraham made a counter-intuitive and subversive choice; he believed that God had 
the power to perform what He had promised, for He is a God who ʺgives life to the 
dead and calls things that are not as though they wereʺ (Romans 4:17, 21). That is to say, 
Abraham moved beyond his fear of powerlessness to faith that God could, quite 
literally, make something out of nothing. After a few false starts and flounderings, Issac, 
the son of promise, was born. 
 
When God called him, Abraham made the counter-intuitive choice to subvert 
conventional wisdom and move beyond what might be normal and understandable 
human fears—ignorance, inclusion, and impotence. Instead of lamenting his ignorance 
and the loss of control, he embarked upon a journey into the unknown. Instead of 
fearing inclusion of the strange and the outsider, he gave himself to God's promise of 
universal blessings for the whole earth. In the face of his own profound impotence, he 
believed that God could do the impossible. In so doing, Abraham became ʺthe father of 
us all.ʺ 
 (Dan Clendenin, “Abraham: Father of Us All,” May 30, 2005, journeywithjesus.net). 
 
Prayer:  Beckoning God, you promise long journeys and new names.  Call us out to risk holy 
adventure with unusual table companions.  Linger with us so that we may be faithful disciples, 
touching the fringe of your healing on behalf of all your children. Amen. 
 

 



 
 NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
I will be away this weekend representing our congregation at the annual meeting of the 
Evergreen Baptist Association, followed by a board meeting of the Association of Welcoming 
and Affirming Baptists.  One of my tasks while in Seattle will be to offer a formal invitation to 
our Region to hold next October’s meeting here at FBCPA.  The Region has decided to hold its 
annual meeting in California every 10 years or so in recognition of the 6 or 7 California 
congregations that are Evergreen members.  Of course, we will look to these other local 
congregations as well as the Regional office to help us host this event.  It will be exciting to 
welcome our Evergreen sisters and brothers into our space.  On Sunday, I will worship at 
University Baptist Church where I will bring greetings from the AWAB board to that member 
congregation. 
 
Meanwhile, I am grateful that Wally Bryen will be available to help lead us in worship this 
Sunday.  He will pick up the theme from We Make the Road by Walking, using Genesis 12:1-9 as 
his text.  The suggested focus is on faith…what is it?  How do we practice it?  What does it 
demand of us?  Abram seems so willing to put his faith and trust in Yahweh, who is constantly 
calling him to new and challenging adventures.  Can we learn something from this ancient story 
about we might faithfully face God’s future for us?  Are we willing to go places we’ve never 
been before or even imagined? 
 
There will not be a formal Adult Spiritual Formation session this Sunday as Doug will be 
meeting with the parents of our children and youth.  However, Dan Cudworth has agreed to 
lead a continuation of our discussion of Everything Must Change for those who would like to 
participate.  Thanks, Dan.   
 
I will be back in the office on Wednesday.  Call the church office if there is a pastoral 
emergency.  As usual I will be available by phone or email. 
 
Come at 10:00 AM for Worship and Sunday School, then stay for one of Sunday’s conversations 
– with Doug or Dan.  Bring someone to share the day with you. 
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as we journey together.     
 
Pastor Rick    
 

MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
 


