
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
November 12, 2014 

 
Words to Consider:  “We begin with prebiblical visions of many warring gods who are all 
violent and capricious.  In much of the Bible, we advance to a vision of a single God who uses 
violence against them in the services of justice for us.  Eventually, through the biblical library, 
we find a beautiful new vision of God being revealed.  God desires justice for all, not just for us.  
God is leading both them and us out of injustice and violence into a new way of reconciliation, 
and peace.  God loves everyone, everywhere, no exceptions.”  

Brian McLaren, We Make the Road by Walking 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 
 CHURCH COUNCIL, Thursday, November 13, 5:00 PM in the Parlor. 

 
 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, November 13 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  

 
 SENIOR CHAT, Friday, November 14, 10:00 AM – "Mental Illness in our Midst"  

Most of us have encountered mental illness among friends, family, or from personal 
experience.  NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) was founded in 1978 to 
provide support, education, and advocacy.  They have been successful in moving 
toward reducing the stigma of mental illness.  We will be pleased to welcome staff 
and volunteer persons to our session to share their insights and stories.  Also, we 
will explore the mental health issues that affect older people. Cindy, Marianne and 
Hanny will be joining us.  Fireside Room of Covenant Presbyterian Church, 670 East 
Meadow Drive. For information, Dona Smith-Powers, Coordinator 650-494-3093.   
 

 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 10:00 AM, Worship and Sunday School: “Alive in 
Creation: From Ugliness, a Beauty Emerges” Pastor Rick preaching.  11:30 AM, Adult 
Spiritual Formation, a 3 week series on Blessed Are the Peacemakers by Dan Buttry, 
Part 3. 

 
 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, November 18, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos at 

Janet Maxwell’s apartment. The address is 373 Pine Lane, #2106, Los Altos. Let 
Pastor Rick know if you need a ride.   

 
 BAPTISTS LUNCHING TOGETHER, Wednesday, November 19, noon at Grand 

Lake Gardens, Oakland.  This month’s program will feature Evelyn Hanneman, 
BPFNA Operations Coordinator, speaking on Burma and the Baptist Peace 



Fellowship of North America.  Lunch is $8.00.  Please call Joan Thatcher at 510-350-
7008 for reservations.  Let Pastor Rick know if you would like a ride.   

 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 

 
 

 WOMEN’S BRUNCH, November 20 
 

 GRATITUDE POTLUCK, November 21 
 

 HANGING OF THE GREENS, November 23 
 

 DEADLINE FOR DECMBER SPIRE, November 24 
 
 INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE, November 25 
 

SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR NOVEMBER is for 
Ecumenical Hunger Program.  Our church has been involved 
with this very worthwhile program for many years by 
contributing food, clothing and other household items. Church 
members volunteer their time, and we give monetary support 
through this annual offering.  We have received $170 toward our 
goal for this offering of $600.  In addition to the special offering, 

we are again collecting turkeys, hams, roast or whole chickens as well as other items as 
part of November’s gratitude focus. 
 

IN THE WORLD 
 

FROM STREET BOY TO PRESIDENT OF PEACE: MY VOCATION AS A PEACEMAKER 
by Boaz Keibarak 

November 10, 2014 
 
This essay is part of the Vocation of Peacemaking 
series where we asked members and friends of the 
BPFNA to write brief essays on their peacemaking 
work.  
 
My peace vocation started after the death of my 
biological father. Conflict erupted over my father’s 
wealth; the events took us a long painful way where I 
and my mother were discriminated against as 
outsiders external to the family. It was thought that 
the wealth of my deceased father should be inherited 



by his stepbrother since they belong to the same blood. 
 
They burned our property, forcing us to migrate. I reported the matter to the elders. They 
intervened, but there was a lot of argument so finally I requested the elders to allow my 
mother to stay and let me go my own way to start a new life. I had become a threat to the 
family wealth, and I decided to compromise by moving out and looking for life elsewhere. I 
found myself in the street until rescued by a 
missionary with whom I lived for a long while. 
 
When my government recruited volunteers for peace 
work, I attended the meeting and was elected to lead 
the peace volunteers called the District Peace 
Committee. I was suggested by one elder who gave 
testimony about my willingness to act for peace within 
my family, the way I had paved the way for peace 
regarding my family wealth. My call and commitment 
to peace work has become a blessing for me because 
it has given me chances to engage with different 
types of tribes, religion and ethnic groups within and 
beyond Kenya. I have created a new family through 
peace activities. 
 
The 2013 Training for Conflict Transformation Trainers 
(2013 TCTT) by Revs. Dan and Sharon Buttry played 
a vital role in motivating, enhancing and empowering my skills/capacity for peace ministry. 
After the end of the training month of November, inter-tribal conflict erupted among 
communities in the northern end of the Great Rift Valley in Kenya. Great loss of lives, 
destruction and vulnerability were witnessed. With the skills gained from the training, I was 
able to arrest the conflicts through a Mediation and Reconciliation Conference. 
 
The knowledge learned in the training played a vital role by giving the two conflicting 
communities ways to discover their conflicts and agree on reconciliation through learning 
experiential methodology. They were commissioned to own peace and reconciliation 
activities under a theme of ”AMANI YANGU JUKUMU LANGU” which means “My Peace Is My 
Responsibility.” We also promoted a Peace Movement through a Prayer Walk shared by 
Philip Kakungulu Stargate from Uganda who was my partner in this work. The place was 
hostile with a strong presence of guns among civilians, but I thank Philip because he was 
able to resist and remained strong until the success of the program. 
 
My gratitude goes to Baptist Peace Fellowship of Northern America for their quick support to 
fund the peace work. After the training, I was so happy and viewed the peace work as easy. 
Surely I could use the skills and knowledge learned during 2013 TCTT! Things started to 
change because I had skills but no financial support. This is where I realized that peace 
work was not an easy task. I was almost ready to surrender especially after the churches, 
the government and other institutions whom I expected to support the work remained silent 
and selfish, leaving the conflict in crisis without action. Because of peace inheritance in my 
heart, I took the initiative to sell the few resources I had and fund the mediation processes.  
 
It was just then that Rev. Dan Buttry and Philipine Kidula Chepkoech intervened by 
introducing me to the BPFNA Gavel Fund. The Gavel Fund supported the program that 
transformed the conflict into the peace that is being experienced now. Women and pastors 
are taking part in spearheading the reconciliation processes through monthly meetings 
within their programs. Now BPFNA with my partnership has given rise to the Kingdom of 

 

Boaz Keibarak 



Peace and Development Program (KOPAD) that will spearhead the work. The members 
appointed me to be the President of KOPAD.  It is a challenge to me to move from street 
boy to be called “President of Peace.” Success comes through togetherness. 
 
After that successful mission, my peace work did not stop here.  Instead, I traveled to 
Zimbabwe’s Masvingo Province for a Chief’s Training I led, along with Lance Muteyo. I still 
acknowledge the 2013 TCTT since it opened ways for me to go a different country and 
widen my perspective and commitment to this peace work. The Masvingo Chief’s Training 
gave me a chance to gain international experience as I am expecting to go across the globe 
to deliver and explore all that I learned and achieve my call for peace making. The training 
was welcomed and appreciated by the chiefs because it brought new and effective tools to 
learn from their own experience to solve their intra and inter-conflicts. “Asante” Lance 
Muteyo for the great work you did to make this happen! Thanks also to BPFNA, Dan, 
Sharon, Murphy Kathleen and others who contributed to the success of this training. This 
reflects how much you owned peace in your heart. May God bless you abundantly. 
 
Finally but not least, I want to thank you all who contributed to this success either by 
funding or prayers. I still call upon your partnership and support.  Working with BPFNA and 
the Gospel Peace Initiative Group has given me a chance to widen my call and commitment 
not only in Kenya but across the globe and to create a new family, Kingdom of Peace and 
Development Program. KOPAD will spearhead the gospel of peace and continue partnering 
with you forever as per the will of God for HIS GLORY. With due regard may I end by a word 
of “Asante Sana” (Thank you so much) to BPFNA’s members for being part of the 
transformation. May God Bless you us as we serve HIM.     
 

!AMANI YANGU JUKUMU LANGU! 
 

 
Boaz Keibarak was born and lives in West Pokot County in the North Rift Province of Kenya. 
He is the president and founder of Kingdom of Peace and Development (KOPAD) which 
works for reconciliation and peaceful stability among inter-tribal communities in Kenya and 
across Uganda and Southern Sudan. He serves as the Board Secretary of the District Peace 
Committee of Kenya and as the pastor of Kapenguria Baptist Rock Church. 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy:   Ron Fredlund (November 15), Steven Shepard (November 16) 
 Lois Ville for a wonderful week with her granddaughter, Storm; and for the wonders of 

modern medicine as she recovers from being ill this week 
 Mary Martin with thanks for Ron and her family and that she is still here 

 
Concerns – New: 

 For the family and friends of Earl Knechtel who died last week 
 Janet Maxwell for D. B. Heusser, seminary classmate of Gordon and Pastor Rick who is 

hospitalized in Selma with an aneurysm; and for her own health concerns 
 For Paul and Sachiko Berry who are in the process of moving  
 For Ruth Clark who has a clot in her leg and is now on hospice care but is improving 
 Pastor Rick for his sister, Joan, with ongoing health concerns  



 Carolyn Shepard for Barbara Hing recovering from gall bladder surgery  
 For continued healing for Mary Granholm  
 Paul Tuan for continued healing for his 9 year old granddaughter, Joyce, who recently had a 

bone marrow transplant  
 Laura Garcia for her cousin-sister, Margaret, in Nebraska who is seriously ill  
 For all those affected by the Ebola outbreak in Africa and the heroic doctors, nurses and 

volunteers who have succumbed trying to help them, especially those who are willingly 
going to take up their places and do what they can to stop the epidemic 

 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For the good work of Ecumenical Hunger Program with those in need in East Palo Alto and 

vicinity 
 
Ongoing: 

 For Ruth Owen who is in the Health Center at The Terraces 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gottestam as they live with long term of effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Redwood City (if you would like to visit, 

please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 Laura Garcia for Janice with health concerns 
 For Ruth Clark, Earl and Virginia Knechtel, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For the mission work of Dan and Sarah Chetti in Lebanon; and for Dan and Sharon Buttry in 

global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; for wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice for the 

abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of measures to 

heal our   communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and less free 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2014 



"Alive in Creation: From Ugliness, a Beauty Emerges" 
 

Readings for the Week:  Deuteronomy 7:1-11; Psalm 137; 149; Matthew 15:21-39. 
 
Can Jesus learn? 
 
I know that may sound odd. On the one hand, we may quickly answer, “Sure, why 
not?” Until we worry about the theological implications of that answer. If Jesus learns, a 
voice inside us may ask, does that means he’s not perfect, or complete, or sinless, or…. 
And suddenly a cadre of theological police seem to be patrolling the long corridors of 
our imagination. 
 
I ask this first question because at the heart of this challenging and even somewhat 
disturbing passage is a key interpretive question: Did the Canaanite woman Matthew 
describes pass a test or persuade the Lord? If we go with the former – which is probably 
the more traditional reading – then Jesus didn’t really mean what he said. You know, 
about saying he was exclusive, ministering only to the Israelites, let alone calling her a 
dog. All of this was just a test, a way of bringing to harvest the faith that God had 
already planted in her. 
 
As I mentioned, this is probably the more traditional read of the story. In fact, many 
commentators will draw our attention to the fact that the word translated “dogs” is 
actually the diminutive form of the word, meaning “little dog” or “puppy.” I think we 
favor this interpretation because it saves Jesus from looking like, well, kind of a jerk. 
Instead, he’s the all-knowing faith-tester, the drill sergeant to the new recruit, tearing 
her down in order to build her back up again. (Maybe you can guess, but I don’t favor 
this interpretation.) 
 
The other possibility, of course, is that Jesus’ own sense of God’s kingdom is 
challenged, stretched, and enhanced by his encounter with this fierce and faithful 
woman. Maybe, that is, Jesus is serious – that is, he believes he was sent only to the 
Israelites – and the woman takes him on and, in fact, persuades him that something 
larger is at stake. In this context, her “great faith” isn’t so much an amount, but rather is 
simply the fact that she just holds plain holds on. She won’t let Jesus go until she wrests 
a blessing from him on behalf of her daughter. Moms with sick kids are like that – they 
won’t let anything get in the way of their taking care of their child. Not unsympathetic 
doctors or health regulations or lousy insurance, not even a slightly narrow-minded 
messiah-type. 
 



If you go this direction, then Jesus can, in fact, learn. And he does. He learns that God’s 
kingdom and his mission to enact that kingdom is bigger than he had initially imagined 
and that it is more encompassing that he’d at first dreamed. Does this mean he’s not 
perfect or sinless or all the other things the most orthodox among us will worry about? 
To tell you the truth, I think those are questions this passage isn’t interested in. Rather, I 
think this passage invites us to image that God’s purpose unfolded throughout Jesus’ 
life and ministry and continues to do so in our own lives and experiences. This 
tenacious and faithful woman, a complete stranger, pushed Jesus to reconsider, to learn, 
and to grow. (David Lose, “Pentecost 10A: What the Canaanite Woman Teaches,” 
August 11, 2014, davidlose.net). 
 
Prayer:  God of the foreigner and outcast, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call 
upon you.  Teach us as disciples of Christ so to love the world that your name may be known 
throughout the earth. Amen. 

 

   
We Love God with heart, soul and mind! 
 

 
Dustin and Dylan Deliver the Law 



 
 NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
 Sunday was a good day at FBCPA.  Dylan and Dustin Ha delivered the 
commandments from the heights of the sanctuary, the choir sang about “Many Gifts, 
One Spirit,” celebrating that “though we move on different pathways, we are walking 
to [God’s] your throne,” we considered those things that keep us in captivity and we 
prayed for the freedom that God promises to all.  Special thanks to all those strong 
backs and willing hands that helped to lift one piano off its rollers and another onto that 
same set of rollers.  We have been gifted with a nice piano for the Fellowship Hall, 
which will enhance the musical possibilities for that space. 
 
This Sunday, the theme is “From Ugliness, a Beauty Emerges.”  I think this week’s 
exploration is crucial to the journey we are on.  I am sure that many of you share my 
distress with some of the awful images of violence and destruction in the Bible, often 
portrayed as God’s command or will.  What do we do with those “texts of terror”?  
Brian McLaren gives a way of looking at those texts as markers along the road we’re 
walking but not as the destination toward which we’re moving.  The passages from 
Deuteronomy and the Psalms are exemplary of the glorification of violence and 
destruction in our biblical tradition, but in Matthew 15, we get a different perspective 
on God’s desire for justice, peace and well-being for all of creation.   
 
In Adult Spiritual Formation, we will conclude our consideration of Dan Buttry’s 
Blessed Are the Peacemakers.  We were introduced to several saints and heroes in the 
business of peacemaking and we will meet more this Sunday, especially some from our 
American Baptist tradition.  And while we’re speaking of peacemakers, I encourage you 
to read the witness of a young African peacemaker, Boaz Kiebarak, in the “In the 
World” section above.  This is one those Dan Buttry told us about when he was here. 
 
Come join us as we worship in community and learn together what it means to be a 
peacemaker.  See you Sunday at 10:00 AM. 
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as we journey together.     
 
Pastor Rick    
 

MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
 



 
 
 
 


	FROM STREET BOY TO PRESIDENT OF PEACE: MY VOCATION AS A PEACEMAKER
	by Boaz Keibarak


