
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
November 26, 2014 

 
Words to Consider:  “We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 NO CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, November 27.  Next rehearsal is 
Thursday, December 4 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor. 
 

 THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27 AND 28, Thanksgiving Holiday, 
church office closed. 
 

 FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT, NOVEMBER 30, 10:00 AM, Worship and Sunday 
School: “Alive in the Adventure of Jesus: Promised Land, Promised Time” Pastor Rick 
preaching.  11:30 AM, Adult Spiritual Formation, Be Born in Us Today, a three 3 
week series of Advent reflection based on a verse from Phillips Brooks’s beloved 
hymn, Oh, Little Town of Bethlehem.  Session one is “Descend to Us, We Pray.” 

 
 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, December 2, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos at 

Janet Maxwell’s apartment. The address is 373 Pine Lane, #2106, Los Altos. Let 
Pastor Rick know if you need a ride.   
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, December 3, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast House, 
2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are welcome. 

 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 

 
SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR NOVEMBER is for 
Ecumenical Hunger Program.  Our church has been involved 
with this very worthwhile program for many years by 
contributing food, clothing and other household items. Church 
members volunteer their time, and we give monetary support 
through this annual offering.  We have received $645 toward our 
goal for this offering of $600.  In addition to the special offering, 

we are again collecting turkeys, hams, roast or whole chickens as well as other items as 
part of November’s gratitude focus. 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth297522.html?src=t_hope
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/martin_luther_king_jr.html


IN THE WORLD 
 

FERGUSON AND JUSTICE 
by Lucas Johnson 

BPFNA member, former board member, staff – International Fellowship of Reconciliation 
 
The question of whether or not officer 
Wilson’s response to Michael Brown was 
legal is not really the point. In the 
brutality of American history, the answer 
to such legal questions has almost always 
been the same answer that this Grand Jury 
provided. As news outlets all over the 
country comb over the evidence 
supporting that singular decision they will 
be grossly missing the point. They appear 
to be incapable of reporting with any 
clarity why people took to the streets and buildings were set on fire in response to this killing. 
They and much of the country will not recognize the significance of the fact that Officer 
Wilson’s killing of Michael Brown is ultimately, shamefully justified because the officer was 
afraid. In the same logic, the killing of Trayvon Martin was justified because George 
Zimmerman was afraid, the lynching of my great grandfather was legally justified because 
someone was afraid and so it goes a thousand times over. It is the persistence of racism 
imbedded deeply in American life and fused with fear that turns young men into murders and 
continues to result in the deaths of black men and women and children. It does not matter that 
Martin, or Brown, or the thousands of people in the streets may also be afraid of armed men and 
women in uniforms with tanks, tear gas, and the most advanced policing weaponry that a world 
power can provide at their command. Their fear in a society built against the acknowledgment of 
their humanity, does not matter. Michael Brown knew, what Travyon Martin knew, what 
countless others know, that whatever gains won in the battles against racism of previous decades 
do not matter on some streets in select neighborhoods. 
 
People are taking to the streets in Ferguson because they/we are tired of your fear controlling our 
lives and deeming them worthless. It seems important to acknowledge that to protest, and yes 
even to destroy property seems like a far more human response to the merciless loss of life seen 
at the hands of our would be protectors than to do nothing but call for “peace.” Anger is human, 
and were it my son shot ten times, I would want cities to burn and it is only by God’s grace that I 
could find the strength to choose otherwise. That grace has clearly been afforded to the parents 
of Michael Brown and it is worth honoring. The responsibility afforded to us is not to engage in 
meaningless debates about the merits of violent versus nonviolent struggle. The responsibility 
and the opportunity afforded to us is to put ourselves on the side of the struggle for change (and 
by that I mean something much more profound than reform). It is only then, within the context of 
struggle for a change that my or anyone's commitment to nonviolence becomes at all relevant. 
Like the young brother from Ferguson said, 'I want to see a better forever.' 
 



JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Carolyn Shepard for the joy of having Eileen Conover in worship 
 For all who helped with the “Hanging of the Greens” 
 Felicia Cheng (from Canada) who brought her Aunt Rosa Ong who lives in the 

neighborhood and is grateful for the church 
 

Concerns – New: 
 For Laura Garcia and the family and friends of Janice, who died early this morning 
 For all those affected by the ongoing conflict in Ferguson, MO – for justice, peace, 

wisdom, healing 
 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, who had a seizure and was re-admitted to 

the hospital 
 For Alan Plessinger and others who are traveling over the Thanksgiving holiday 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter hospitalized in Concord 
 Joanne Jones for her brother, Harold Fisher, from Mt. Vernon, WA, who is 

undergoing treatment for bladder cancer  
 For the family and friends of Earl Knechtel who died last week 
 Janet Maxwell for D. B. Heusser, seminary classmate of Gordon and Pastor Rick who 

is recovering from brain surgery in Selma, CA; and for her own health concerns 
 For Paul and Sachiko Berry who are in the process of moving  
 Pastor Rick for his sister, Joan, with ongoing health concerns; and his cousin, Iva, 

recovering from heart surgery 
 For continued healing for Mary Granholm and Eileen Conover 
 Laura Garcia for her cousin-sister, Margaret, in Nebraska who is seriously ill  
 For all those affected by the Ebola outbreak in Africa and the heroic doctors, nurses 

and volunteers who have succumbed trying to help them, especially those who are 
willingly going to take up their places and do what they can to stop the epidemic 

 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For the good work of Ecumenical Hunger Program with those in need in East Palo 

Alto and vicinity 
 
Ongoing: 

 For Ruth Owen who is in the Health Center at The Terraces 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gottestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 



 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Ruth Clark, Virginia Knechtel, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For the mission work of Dan and Sarah Chetti in Lebanon; and for Dan and Sharon 

Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice 

for the abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of 

measures to heal our   communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and 
less free 

 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, NOVEMBER 30, 2014 

 
“Alive in the Adventure of Jesus: Promised Land, Promised Time” 

 
Readings for the week:  Isaiah 40:9-11; Daniel 7:7-28; Luke 1:67-79. 
 
This time of year in Kentucky, most of us 
rise before dawn because the sun comes up 
pretty late.  One morning last week I 
peeked out the window while it was still 
dark, and thought it had snowed.  It was, I 
am pretty sure, the heaviest frost I’ve ever 
seen.  Just the right combination of 
temperature and moisture had conspired to 
create a freezing fog.  Ice crystals formed 
on every surface.  Even in the dark fog, it was beautiful. 
 



Hopeful (and correct, for once) that the rising sun would burn off the fog, I took out my 
camera and started to line up some photos as I awaited daybreak.  The frost crystals 
were attached to each other in long threads, amazing to contemplate while I waited. 
 
It was wild to watch, as I turned my attention to the sky, then back to the frost.  Foggy 
black atmosphere began to turn to foggy white, then opaque with just a hint of blue.  
Eventually there was more blue than opaqueness, and finally the fog had fully been 
overwhelmed by the warming sun.  The whole process took at least half an hour, 
though I was too mesmerized to check my watch. 
 
As the sky brightened, the long crystalline ice threads glowed their  hearts out, literally.  
Within just a few minutes after the fog burned off, the frost began to melt.  Before long, 
things were back to normal. 
 
In one of the readings for this second week of Advent, we have the song of Zechariah. 
(He was father of John the Baptist, husband of Elizabeth who was Mary’s cousin—Mary 
being the mother of Jesus.  Whew.)  Zechariah, a priest, had become mute after a visit 
by a heavenly messenger who told him he and his wife would have a son.  His first 
spoken words after the birth of John and the restoration of speech include these: “By the 
tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit 
in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 
This is always the hope of humanity, isn’t it?  That whatever bad thing is occurring now 
won’t last forever.  That the fog that obscures our vision of the future will be dissolved 
by the light of hope.  That the freezing darkness and death that seem so near—
especially, for many, this time of year—will begin to melt from the warmth of peace. 
 
May the Advent of hope and peace be yours.  (Melissa Bane Sevier, “Breaking Dawn,” 
December 4, 2012, melissabanesevier.wordpress.com). 
 
Prayer:  God of timeless grace, you fill us with joyful expectation.  Make us ready for the 
message that prepares the way, that with uprightness of heart and holy joy we may eagerly await 
the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
 NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
I hope everyone has had a happy Thanksgiving.  I know it has been a hard day for 
Laura Garcia since Janice died early this morning.  Let’s hold Laura in our hearts and 



prayers in this difficult time of grief and transition.  Thanks to everyone who helped 
“Hang the Greens” (and Blues!) last Sunday, especially Sook Kim, Laura Garcia and 
Doug Davidson who stayed until we could figure out how to drape the blue fabric from 
the balcony.  And thanks to Carolyn who showed up with donuts in spite of the failure 
of her van to start.  That is effort above and beyond the call to duty and much 
appreciated.   
 
Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent.  We will light the Advent candle, sing songs of 
the season, be gifted by an original song by our own Afan Huang, and focus on hope.  
In this week in which the news has been filled with the cries of the hopeless and 
helpless and the violence and destruction of anger unleashed, what is our hope and 
where do we find it?  The texts for the day are from Isaiah 40 and Luke 1.  In the first 
chapter of Second Isaiah the prophet proclaims hope and comfort for a people returning 
home from years of exile. In the beginning of Luke’s gospel, he tells the tale of old 
Zechariah, the priest and father of John the Baptist.  At the end of the first chapter, 
Zechariah sings a beautiful song of hope, celebrating the role his son will play in the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to God’s people.  On a day when the fathers everywhere 
are singing songs of anguish for sons laid low too soon, how might Zechariah’s song of 
hope inspire a time of healing and transformation for a world in pain? 
 
Adult Spiritual Formation for the next three weeks will be an exercise in spiritual 
direction.  Drawing inspiration from the last stanza of Philips Brooks’s exquisite 
Christmas hymn, “Oh Little Town of Bethlehem,” we will focus on this phrase, “Be 
born in us today…”  Isn’t that what Advent is about, the birth of Christ in our lives, the 
coming of the Christ-consciousness to our own hearts and minds?  The theme for the 
first session is “Descend to Us, We Pray.”  What is it like, what does it mean, what 
difference does it make in our lives to invite the “Holy One” to “descend to us”? 
 
See you Sunday at 10:00 AM.  Invite a family member, friend, colleague, neighbor or 
stranger to share the morning with you. 
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as 
we journey together.    Pastor Rick    
 

MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
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