
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
DECEMBER 3, 2014 

 
Words to Consider: “I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless 
midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a 
reality... I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 COMMUNITY MEETING, Thursday, December 4, 6:30 PM.  The City of Palo Alto is 
hosting a public workshop to gather input on changes to the Bryant Street Bicycle 
Boulevard.  These changes would have a profound negative impact on the church’s ability 
to business at this location by significantly reducing the on street parking around our 
building.  Members and friends of FBCPA are encouraged to attend and speak on our 
behalf.  The meeting is in the Council Chambers at Palo Alto City Hall, 250 Hamilton 
Avenue. 

 
 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, December 4 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  

 
 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 10:00 AM, Worship and Sunday School for Children and Youth:  

“Alive in the Adventure of Jesus:  Women on the Edge.  11:30 AM Adult Spiritual Formation: Be 
Born in Us Today – Cast Out Our Sin. 
 

 SOLI DEI GLORIA in concert, Sunday, December 7, 4:30 PM: A Thousand Noels, music of 
Charpentier, Buxtehude and Zelenka fills our Sanctuary.  Tickets at the door: $26 general 
and $21 seniors/students, in advance $23 and $18.  For more information: sdgloria.org. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR 
December: Since 1935, American Baptists have 
contributed to special offerings taken up in 
their churches for retired ABC ministers, 

missionaries and their widowed spouses. In 1977, American Baptist Churches USA launched 
the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) to become intentional about this 
long tradition of expressing thankfulness. The offering supports those who have devoted their 
lives to God’s service by providing emergency assistance in times of need and a thank you 
check at the end of each year. We hope that RMMO will continue to serve as a rich tradition for 
ABC congregations and be an inspiration for so many who have served with gladness.  Our 
goal for this offering is $750.  
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth107470.html?src=t_peace
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth107470.html?src=t_peace
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth107470.html?src=t_peace
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/martin_luther_king_jr.html


SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR NOVEMBER was for Ecumenical Hunger Program.  
We have received $650 toward our goal for this offering of $600.   
 

 

 
December 1, 2014 

 
Dear Senior Chat Friends:   

 
On December 12 we will honor Dona Smith Powers with a luncheon after the Senior 
Chat Program.  Dona has been a faithful leader of Senior Chat for 8 years. The 
programs have been diverse and timely and many people have appreciated Dona's 
leadership.   
 
In visioning for the year ahead, Covenant has decided to take a different direction with 
this ministry, so this will be our last Senior Chat Program. 
 
During the last 8 years Covenant Presbyterian and First Baptist have been the primary 
sponsors of this program and we invite you to this final program and celebration. 
 
We hope that you will join us on Friday December 12 at 10:00 a.m. for Senior Chat 
and a luncheon that will follow. 
 
Please RSVP to the Covenant Church office if you plan to attend the Luncheon. 
office@covenantpresbyterian.net  or you may call 650-494-1760. 

  
Rev. Margaret Boles 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
670 East Meadow 
Palo Alto, CA  94303 

  

 Rev. Rick Mixon 
First Baptist Church 
305 North California Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA 943

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 4:00 PM, All-church Caroling and Chili Supper.  Meet in 
the Parlor and we will spread out from there to bring Christmas cheer to some of our 
community who don’t get out so easily. 
 

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 11:30 AM, Christmas Brunch for the whole congregation in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Please bring finger food to share. 
 

mailto:office@covenantpresbyterian.net


 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 5:30 PM, a family friendly Christmas Eve service in 
our sanctuary. 

 
IN THE WORLD 

 
WORLD FOOD PROGRAM’S STRUGGLE TO FEED MILLIONS 

By The New York Times Editorial Board, Dec. 2, 2014 
 

 

A refugee camp on the Turkey-Syria border. CreditLaurence Geai/Sipa Press, via Associated Press 

If the term “international community” is to have any meaning, it should denote the shared 
responsibility of all nations to assist people forced to flee their countries and lose their 
livelihood through no fault of their own. 

The 3-and-a-half-year-old Syrian conflict has created one of the largest such populations in 
the world: 3.2 million people who have taken refuge in Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan, Iraq and 
Egypt severely straining the resources of these countries. 

More than half of them rely for basic sustenance on vouchers from the World Food Program, 
the food-assistance arm of the United Nations. 

On Monday, after months of warnings that it’s running out of money, the W.F.P. announced 
that it had been forced to suspend the critical program. The vouchers are exactly what help 
from the international community should be all about, and the program should promptly get 
the funds it needs to carry on as the winter months make the plight of the refugees even 
more miserable. The impact could be most devastating in Lebanon, where more than 1.1 
million refugees are scattered across some 1,700 locations. 

The W.F.P. said it needs $64 million right away to restore the program through the end of 
the year, a piddling sum by global economic standards. It is essential that donors deliver 
the money they have already pledged, and that they now pledge — and actually deliver — 
enough financing so that the W.F.P. does not need to scramble for money month by month. 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/opinion/editorialboard.html


The value of the vouchers was already reduced this fall for lack of funds, as were rations of 
flour, cooking oil and other basic foods for delivery to millions of people displaced inside 
Syria. The United States provided the agency with $70 million for the vouchers last week, 
and another $55 million toward food deliveries in Syria. But that is not enough. 

The vouchers are similar to debit cards, which recipients can use to buy food in local shops. 
An advantage of the system is that it injects money into the economies of countries hosting 
the refugees, helping them with the enormous burden of supporting so many refugees. The 
W.F.P. says about $800 million has been dispensed since the start of the operation; if the 
refugees cannot buy food, they will be even less welcome among Syria’s neighbors. 

Syria is only one of a spreading plague of crises around the world that have placed heavy 
demands on all international relief organizations, and have compelled them to compete ever 
more urgently for the donors on whom they depend. W.F.P., for example, has had to feed 
more people in the West African countries where the rapid spread of Ebola has closed down 
food markets. 

It is imperative that the richer members of the international community recognize the 
rapidly growing need and respond promptly and generously. Many organizations have cut 
back on programs or have threatened to, but W.F.P. is the first agency that has actually 
been forced to suspend a vital program, and the thing about food, as one W.F.P. official 
said, “is, you can’t not have it.” 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Nana Spiridon for Grace and Greg who are expecting twin girls 
 Lois Ville for a pleasant visit with Randy Mishoe and family at Brice and Peggy Johnson’s; 

Randy sent greetings to the congregation 
 For the beautiful original song sung (words below) by Afan Huang on Sunday 

 
 
Concerns – New: 

 Lois Ville for Laura Garcia and the family and friends of Janice, who died last week 
 For Virginia Herbert who is ill with pneumonia 
 For all those affected by the ongoing conflict in Ferguson, MO – for justice, peace, wisdom, 

healing 
 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, who had a seizure and was re-admitted to the 

hospital 
 Thelma Tuttle for all the members of her family who were headed home on Sunday  
 For Alan Plessinger and others who are traveling over the Thanksgiving holiday 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter with neurological problems 
 Joanne Jones for her brother, Harold Fisher, from Mt. Vernon, WA, who is undergoing 

treatment for bladder cancer  
 Janet Maxwell for ongoing health concerns 



 For Paul and Sachiko Berry who are in the process of moving  
 For continued healing for Mary Granholm and Eileen Conover 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For the blessed memory and honor of retired ministers and missionaries who have served 

American Baptists over many years 
 For all those affected by the unrest in Ferguson, MO, and around the country 

 
Ongoing: 

 For Ruth Owen who is in the Health Center at The Terraces 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gottestam as they live with long term of effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to visit, please 

schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Ruth Clark, Virginia Knechtel, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For the mission work of Dan and Sarah Chetti in Lebanon; and for Dan and Sharon Buttry in 

global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice for the 

abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of measures to 

heal our   communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and less free 
 

 
NEWS FROM CORINTO (shared by Carolyn Shepard):  I have had several back and forth e-
mails with Pastor Ricardo Castillo of Corinto regarding our annual $500 donation.  It has now 
been received as of today (Tuesday, December 2).   
 
As part of one of the e-mails he writes, "We are grateful for all you have done for us, keeping us 
always in your thoughts and prayers and for faithfully demonstrating and maintaining the 
relationship with our church in Corinto. Many thanks to you (Carolyn), the pastor and the 
congregation in Palo Alto.  Ricardo Castillo, pastor” 
 
 



 
 

IN THIS PROMISED LAND 
By Afan Huang 

 
I believe the rising sun will come to us from heaven. 

I believe God will guide our feet into the path of peace. 
The world is changing. It seems so blurry. I hear one voice calling. 

I know God's here with me,  
the only reason why I want to sing. 

 
In this promised land, this promised land, 

I believe God's with us everywhere. 
This promised land, 

it's an amazing grace. 
Through my eyes, I see a shining faith. 

From this moment, no complaint. 
From now on, no need to hesitate. 

I feel love everywhere, because God is with me everyday. 
 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, December 7, 2014 
 

“Alive in the Adventure of Jesus: Women on the Edge” 
 

Readings for the week:  Isaiah 7:14; 9:2-7; Luke 1: 5-55; Romans 12:1-2. 
 
In this headlong tumble into Christmas it is easy to just show up for Advent.  Starbucks served 
“Thanksgiving” blend on the day of Thanksgiving, but then it was right back to “Christmas” 
blend, an inevitable march from mid-November to December 25th.  We can’t seem to get to 
Christmas soon enough, with its gifts and vacations, and stresses and families. But in our rush, 
do we just show up for Advent, or do we actually expect God to show up in Advent? 
 



It is easy to do in our culture, where we run around trying to finish off the year strong, get our 
friends and family just the things (or just shooting out gift cards because we have no idea what 
the right thing is).  We have parties, celebrations, and vacations to catch.  Or we are just getting 
by and can barely hope for something more.  In all of this, are we just showing up for Advent, 
offering the bare minimum of ourselves to God because we have given everything else away? 
 
What we really need to do is turn Advent around and think more about what God is doing and 
wants to do in your life.  Do we have a hope and expectation that God is still at work? Or have 
we resigned ourselves to the life we now lead, mostly devoid of God’s vibrant presence?  When 
we look at the stories of Jesus’ birth we find people who were eagerly hoping and expecting 
God to do something.  Is it any surprise that God arrived in and around those who were hoping 
he would? 
 
Make Room: We need to make room in our lives, in our schedules, in our hearts and our minds 
for God to arrive.  Maybe this means watching less TV in the evening, or creating a time after 
dinner with your families, or praying in the morning.  Maybe this means finding regular time 
for fellowship with others, getting out of the house (or getting people into your house).  Maybe 
you need to go on a spiritual retreat or go serve the homeless.  It could mean many different 
things to make room for God to arrive. 
 
Watch and Expect: After you have made room, then begin to watch for God, expecting that God 
will show up.  Maybe God will speak to you in your times of prayer. Maybe God will 
speak through you in times of fellowship.  Maybe God will come to you in a friend or stranger. 
And maybe God will come to others in your service.  It is hard to know, and you won’t see it if 
you don’t expect it and watch for it. 
 
Respond: Lastly, we have to respond.  We have to follow. We have to obey.  While making 
room and watching might be hard in our busy and distracted lives, we must remember that the 
response is the whole point.  Mary didn’t come the mother of God because she was devout in 
prayer (though she was). Nor was it because she had a conversation with an angel (which she 
did).  Rather, she gave birth to God in the world because she said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).  
 
Let us respond similarly. 
 
(Geoffrey Holsclaw, “Showing Up for Advent,” December 3, 2014, geoffreyholsclaw.net). 
 
Prayer:  God of joy and exultation, you strengthen what is weak; you enrich the poor and give hope to 
those who live in fear.  Look upon our needs this day.  Make us grateful for the good news of salvation and 
keep us faithful in your service until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who lives for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
Advent has begun in earnest.  Last Sunday we lit the candle of hope, spoke of the hopes of 
Isaiah and Zechariah, heard a beautiful original song by Afan Huang embracing God’s land of 
promise, and spent some time deepening our understanding of the Holy Child of Bethlehem 
whom we hope will descend to us in this sacred season. 
 
This coming Sunday, we will light the candle of peace and hear once more the ancient songs of 
Elizabeth and Mary as they anticipate the births of their blessed children.  In anticipation of his 
role as the forerunner of the Messiah, the embryonic John the Baptist leaps in his mother’s 
womb at the arrival of the pregnant Mary.  Would that we had such prescience to know when 
the Savior of the World draws near.  Then the writer of Luke gives to the girl, Mary, the words 
that introduce a major theme of his gospel – the great reversal of fortune for those who are rich 
and powerful at the expense of the poor and weak.  A new day – God’s day – is coming. 
 
The second session of our exploration of Advent Spirituality will focus on the phrase “Cast Our 
Sin.”  What do we need to do to make ourselves ready for the one to be “born in us today?”  As 
another hymn sings,  
 

People, look east. The time is near  
of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
 

Will that guest find us ready with a warm welcome?  What in our own hearts and minds, lives 
and relationships might get in the way? 
 
See you Sunday at 10:00 AM.  Invite a family member, friend, colleague, neighbor or stranger to 
share the morning with you. 
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as we journey together.     
 
Pastor Rick    
 

MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
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