
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
DECEMBER 10, 2014 

 
Words to Consider: “We need more kindness, more compassion, more joy, more laughter. I definitely 
want to contribute to that.” 

Ellen DeGeneres 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, December 11 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor. 
 

 SENIOR CHAT, Friday, December 12, 10:00 AM – "Our Youth at Risk" will present a panel 
discussion from folks in our Palo Alto community who are offering direct services to youth.  
We have experienced the sad fact of a number of young people taking their lives, and we all 
have concerns.  We need to hear from organizations and schools about how we can support 
them in their cause for the healthy emotional lives of our youth. Bring your ideas and 
questions about this timely issue.  Fireside Room of Covenant Presbyterian Church, 670 East 
Meadow Drive. For information, Dona Smith-Powers, Coordinator 650-494-3093.   
 

 

 
December 1, 2014 

 
Dear Senior Chat Friends:   

 
On December 12 we will honor Dona Smith Powers with a luncheon after the Senior 
Chat Program.  Dona has been a faithful leader of Senior Chat for 8 years. The 
programs have been diverse and timely and many people have appreciated Dona's 
leadership.   
 
In visioning for the year ahead, Covenant has decided to take a different direction with 
this ministry, so this will be our last Senior Chat Program. 
 
During the last 8 years Covenant Presbyterian and First Baptist have been the primary 
sponsors of this program and we invite you to this final program and celebration. 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/ellendegen600292.html?src=t_joy
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/ellendegen600292.html?src=t_joy
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/e/ellen_degeneres.html


We hope that you will join us on Friday December 12 at 10:00 a.m. for Senior Chat 
and a luncheon that will follow. 
 
Please RSVP to the Covenant Church office if you plan to attend the Luncheon. 
office@covenantpresbyterian.net  or you may call 650-494-1760. 

  
Margaret Boles 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
670 East Meadow 
Palo Alto, CA  94303 

  

 Rick Mixon 
First Baptist Church 
305 North California Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA 94301

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1:00 PM, a memorial service for Virginia Herbert will be 
held in the Sanctuary followed by a reception in the Parlor. 
 

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 10:00 AM, Worship and Sunday School for Children and Youth:  
“Alive in the Adventure of Jesus:  Keep Herod in Christmas.  11:30 AM Adult Spiritual 
Formation: Be Born in Us Today – Enter In. 
 

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 4:00 PM, All-church Caroling and Chili Supper.  Meet in the 
Parlor and we will spread out from there to bring Christmas cheer to some of our 
community who don’t get out so easily. 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, December 17, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast House, 
2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are welcome. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP TEAM comes a reminder to return your pledge form if you have 
not yet done so.  We are still missing forms from a few regular givers.  Thanks for taking care of 
this.  It is very helpful to the budgeting process. 

 
 SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR 
December: Since 1935, American Baptists have 
contributed to special offerings taken up in 
their churches for retired ABC ministers, 

missionaries and their widowed spouses. In 1977, American Baptist Churches USA launched 
the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) to become intentional about this 
long tradition of expressing thankfulness. The offering supports those who have devoted their 
lives to God’s service by providing emergency assistance in times of need and a thank you 
check at the end of each year. We hope that RMMO will continue to serve as a rich tradition for 
ABC congregations and be an inspiration for so many who have served with gladness.  To date 
we have received $210 in our goal of $750. 

 
 

mailto:office@covenantpresbyterian.net


ECUMENICAL HUNGER PROGRAM,  
ADOPT A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS AT FIRST BAPTIST 

From Thelma Tuttle: 
 

Again this year the members of First Baptist Palo Alto will be participating in  
E.H.P. CHRISTMAS FAMILY SHARING. 

First Baptist Church is adopting 4 families this Christmas. We need 7 more gift-givers for these 
families.   If you can help, call or text Thelma at (650) 494-3778 or call me. You can also make 
food contributions to this project.  This is a great opportunity for you, your children and/or 
grandchildren to share some time shopping, wrapping and celebrating gifts and prayers for 
others.  Suggested donations include: gift certificates for Sears, Kohl’s and grocery stores; non-
perishable food staples; personal hygiene items and toiletries; detergent. There are also volunteer 
opportunities at E.H.P. during the holidays.  Ask Thelma or Pastor Rick or check the website at 
ehpcares.org. 

 
 WOMENʹS BRUNCH (Potluck) will be Thursday, December 18 at 10 AM at Nan Spiridon’s 

home, 2047 Edgewood Drive, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are invited to 
join.  Please let Nana know that you are coming and what you want to share - her email 
address is nspiridon@hotmail.com or phone 650 483 6983 (cell). 
 

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 10:00 AM, Set up for the Christmas brunch.  Please help us 
make the hall ready for the brunch on Sunday.  The more the merrier! 
 

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 11:30 AM, Christmas Brunch for the whole congregation in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please bring finger food to share. 
 

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 5:30 PM, a family friendly Christmas Eve service in our 
sanctuary. 

 



IN THE WORLD 
 

U.N. DECLARES 2014 A DEVASTATING YEAR FOR MILLIONS OF CHILDREN 
Mon Dec 8, 2014 

 

      
 

 
 
Kurdish refugee children from the Syrian town of Kobani play in a refugee camp in the 
Turkish border town of Suruc, Sanliurfa province November 13, 2014. CREDIT: 
REUTERS/OSMAN ORSAL 
 
(Reuters) - The United Nations children's agency UNICEF declared 2014 a devastating year 
for children on Monday with as many as 15 million caught in conflicts in Central African 
Republic, Iraq, South Sudan, Syria, Ukraine and the Palestinian territories. 
 
UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake said the high number of crises meant many of 
them were quickly forgotten or failed to capture global headlines, such as in Afghanistan, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria, Pakistan, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. 
 
Globally, UNICEF said some 230 million children were living in countries and regions 
affected by armed conflict.  
  
"Children have been killed while studying in the classroom and while sleeping in their beds; 
they have been orphaned, kidnapped, tortured, recruited, raped and even sold as slaves," 
Lake said in a statement. "Never in recent memory have so many children been subjected 
to such unspeakable brutality." 

http://www.reuters.com/article/slideshow/idUSKBN0JM19220141208%23a=1
http://www.reuters.com/article/slideshow/idUSKBN0JM19220141208%23a=2
http://www.reuters.com/article/slideshow/idUSKBN0JM19220141208%23a=10
http://www.reuters.com/places/syria?lc=int_mb_1001
http://www.reuters.com/places/ukraine?lc=int_mb_1001
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Significant threats also emerged to children's health and well-being like the deadly outbreak 
of Ebola in the West African countries Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, which has left 
thousands orphaned and some 5 million out of school. 
 
"Violence and trauma do more than harm individual children - they undermine the strength 
of societies," Lake said. 
 
In Central African Republic, where tit-for-tat sectarian violence has displaced one-fifth of the 
population, some 2.3 million children are affected by the conflict with up to 10,000 believed 
to have been recruited by armed groups during the past year and more than 430 killed or 
maimed, UNICEF said. 
 
Some 538 children were killed and 3,370 injured in the Palestinian Gaza Strip during a 50-
day war between Israeli troops and Hamas militants, it said. 
 
In Syria, UNICEF said more than 7.3 million children have been affected by the civil war, 
including 1.7 million who fled the country. In neighboring Iraq an estimated 2.7 million 
children have been affected by conflict, it added, with at least 700 believed to have been 
maimed or killed this year. 
 
"In both countries, children have been victims of, witnesses to and even perpetrators of 
increasingly brutal and extreme violence," UNICEF said. 
 
Some 750,000 children have been displaced in South Sudan with 320,000 living as 
refugees. The United Nations said more than 600 children have been killed and more than 
200 maimed this year, while some 12,000 are being used by armed groups. 
 
(Reporting by Michelle Nichols; Editing by Tom Brown) 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy:  Paul Tuan (December 15) 
 Dan Cudworth with birthday joy for, Laurie, whose birthday was December 7 
 Melanie Ramirez for the an “overnight” with a girlfriend she has known since they were 12 

 
Concerns – New: 

 For Dick Gillam who is having sinus surgery on December 11 
 Lois Ville for her sister, Diane, who will have eye surgery on Thursday and for her friend, 

Diane, who is suffering with atrial fibrillation 
 Thelma Tuttle for Lois and her family as they travel to Chicago this week, for Ron who is 

recovering from cataract surgery; for our adopt-a-family program 
 Dan Cudworth remembering Pearl Harbor Day on what may be the last gathering of 

survivors 
 Jane Chin and Carolyn Shepard for Eileen Conover whose knee was hurting today (surgery 

scheduled for December 22) 
 Melanie Ramirez  for Daniel with  a minor injury from a Basketball game 

http://www.reuters.com/places/syria?lc=int_mb_1001
http://www.reuters.com/subjects/united-nations?lc=int_mb_1001
http://blogs.reuters.com/search/journalist.php?edition=us&n=michelle.nichols&
http://blogs.reuters.com/search/journalist.php?edition=us&n=thomas.brown&


 For the family and friends of Virginia Herbert who died Thursday evening 
 Lois Ville for Laura Garcia and the family and friends of Janice, who died last week 
 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, peace, 

wisdom, healing 
 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, who had a seizure and was re-admitted to the 

hospital 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter with neurological problems 
 Joanne Jones for her brother, Harold Fisher, from Mt. Vernon, WA, who is undergoing 

treatment for bladder cancer  
 Janet Maxwell for ongoing health concerns 
 For Paul and Sachiko Berry who are in the process of moving  
 For continued healing for Mary Granholm and Eileen Conover 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For the blessed memory and honor of retired ministers and missionaries who have served 

American Baptists over many years 
 
Ongoing: 

 For Ruth Owen who is in the Health Center at The Terraces 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gottestam as they live with long term of effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to visit, please 

schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Ruth Clark, Virginia Knechtel, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For the mission work of Dan and Sarah Chetti in Lebanon; and for Dan and Sharon Buttry in 

global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice for the 

abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of measures to 

heal our   communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and less free 
 
 

 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 14, 2014 
 

“Alive in the Adventure of Jesus: Keep Herod in Christmas” 
 

Readings for the week:  Jeremiah 32:31-35; Micah 5:2-5a; Matthew 1:18-2:15. 
 

This is a heavy, even difficult story to read…If I were the senior editor on this project, I would 
probably have wanted to close with the scene of the exotic and adoring magi presenting the 
baby Jesus with gifts on bended knee. But not Matthew. Matthew tells a story that is grittier, 
more disturbing, but also and ultimately more realistic. And perhaps that’s the main value of 
reading and preaching this story so close to Christmas. 
 

Because the thing is, Jesus’ birth upset the order. He comes as God’s chosen king, the one who is 
to bring about the peace, justice, and equity of the kingdom of God. And so all earthly kings 
who put their own power and privilege first are terrified. Herod is a good, but by no means 
lone, example. So terrified is he of the promise that God will, in this child, restore peace and 
justice that he is willing to slaughter the infants of a whole region. So Joseph, warned by an 
angel, flees this carnage and moves his family to Egypt. 
 

Such a grim account of wholesale massacre and night flights to safety would seem far-fetched 
were it not for similar atrocities and tragedies happening right now. How many families, for 
instance, are being dislocated in Syria even as we gather for worship? And how many children 
are being starved to death around the world as we finish up or throw away holiday leftovers? 
And how many families, perhaps some even in our congregations, are contending with their 
own private sorrows and hardships only exacerbated by expectations for a perfect Christmas? 
 

So while the story Matthew tells may be dark and difficult, it isn’t even a little bit far-fetched. 
 

Which is why, of course, he tells it. To let us know that in Jesus, Emmanuel, God did indeed 
draw near to us, took on our lot and our life, and experienced and endured all that we did -- 
disappointment, fear, violence, even death. All so that we would know that we are not alone -- 
that we do not suffer alone, fear alone, live and die alone. If anything, this is Matthew’s version 
of the Incarnation, part 2. 
 

Sometimes life is beautiful and wonderful and filled with goodness and grace. And God is a 
part of that, giving blessing and celebrating with us and for us. And sometimes life is hard, 
gritty, disappointing, and filled with heartache. And God is part of that as well, holding on to 
us, comforting us, blessing us with promise that God will stay with us through the good and the 
bad, drawing us ever more deeply into God’s loving embrace and promising that nothing -- not 
even death -- will separate us from God. (David Lose, “Matthew’s version of the Incarnation, 
part 2,” December 26, 2013, workingpreacher.org). 
 
Prayer:  Light of life, you came in flesh, born into human pain and joy, and gave us power to be your 
children. Grant us faith, O Christ, to see your presence among us, so that all of creation may sing new 
songs of gladness and walk in the way of peace. Amen.  



 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 

This full Advent season continues.  We will have an opportunity to celebrate the long life of 
Virginia Herbert on Saturday at 1:00 PM.  Virginia was our oldest member, a woman of 
intelligence, grace and wisdom and a great teacher.  Saturday evening at 7:00 PM, the iSing 
Silicon Valley Girlchoir will offer “Thankful,” a holiday concert at Mission Santa Clara on the 
Santa Clara University Campus. 
 
On Sunday, our journey takes a strange turn as we are invited to “Keep Herod in Christmas.”  
This hardly seems like an appropriate focus for this time of year, especially on the Sunday when 
the watchword is traditionally “joy.”  There is little joy associated with the murderous despot 
who ruled the region when and where Jesus was born.  The ancient king is best (or is it worst?) 
remembered for slaughtering the baby boys of Bethlehem in hopes of eliminating the Messiah 
before he could even get started.  Brian McLaren insists that it is important to remember that 
“We do not live in an ideal world.  To be alive in the adventure of Jesus…is to refuse to bow to 
all the Herods and all their ruthless regimes – and to reserve our loyalty for a better king and a 
better kingdom.”  We will continue to search out joy as we walk this road together. 
 
Our Advent experiment in spiritual direction will conclude this Sunday with the focus “Be Born 
in Us Today – Enter In.”  Each person is invited throughout this week to engage in the ancient 
discipline of “examen,” that is, asking at some point in each day, “Where did I experience God 
today?”  “Where did I feel God absent?”  Keep a record of your observations, if you’d like.  
Then, on Sunday, bring something – anything you find symbolic of your experience – to share 
with the group.  It could be a story, a poem, a photograph, a found, created or treasured object 
or a simple reflection.  Be as free and creative as you’d like.  Where does God enter into your life   
Where do you find a block?  This is the rhythm of our spiritual life. 
 
Sunday afternoon we will gather in the Parlor at 4:00 PM to form caroling groups, heading out 
to bring some seasonal joy to members and friends of the church who do not get out so easily or 
regularly.  Then it’s back to the church for chili and cheer around the table.  If you have friends 
and relations who love to sing songs of the season, bring them along.  The more the merrier! 
 
See you Sunday at 10:00 AM.  Invite a family member, friend, colleague, neighbor or stranger to 
share the morning with you – and come back at 4:00 PM to bring a little “Joy to the World.” 
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as we 
journey together.    Pastor Rick    
 

MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
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