
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
DECEMBER 17, 2014 

 
Words to Consider: “Love came down at Christmas…”   Christine Rosetti 

 
THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

 
 WOMENʹS BRUNCH (Potluck) will be Thursday, December 18 at 10 AM at Nan 

Spiridon’s home, 2047 Edgewood Drive, Palo Alto. All women of our church 
community are invited to join.  Please let Nana know that you are coming and what 
you want to share - her email address is nspiridon@hotmail.com or phone 650 483 
6983 (cell). 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, December 18 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor. 
 

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 10:00 AM, Set up for the Christmas brunch.  Please 
help us make the hall ready for the brunch on Sunday.  The more the merrier! 
 

 BLUE CHRISTMAS:  ‘Tis the season of lights and good cheer, but not everyone 
feels like decking the halls this time of year.  University Lutheran Church (Palo 
Alto) is offering a Blue Christmas Service for those who want a space for prayer and 
reflection this Saturday the 20th, at 7:00 PM. The service includes Taize songs, 
prayers, silence, and Eucharist. All are welcome. 
 

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 11:30 AM, Christmas Brunch for the whole 
congregation in the Fellowship Hall.  Please bring finger food to share. 
 

 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 5:30 PM, a family friendly Christmas Eve service 
in our sanctuary. 

 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 

 
 SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR 
December: Since 1935, American Baptists 
have contributed to special offerings taken 
up in their churches for retired ABC 

ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses. In 1977, American Baptist Churches 
USA launched the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) to become 
intentional about this long tradition of expressing thankfulness. The offering supports 



those who have devoted their lives to God’s service by providing emergency assistance 
in times of need and a thank you check at the end of each year. We hope that RMMO 
will continue to serve as a rich tradition for ABC congregations and be an inspiration 
for so many who have served with gladness.  To date we have received $265 in our goal 
of $750. 

 
ECUMENICAL HUNGER PROGRAM,  

ADOPT A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS AT FIRST BAPTIST 
From Thelma Tuttle: 

 
Again this year the members of First Baptist Palo Alto will be participating in  

E.H.P. CHRISTMAS FAMILY SHARING. 
First Baptist Church is adopting 4 families this Christmas. If you can help, call or text Thelma at 
(650) 494-3778 or call me. You can also make food contributions to this project.  This is a great 
opportunity for you, your children and/or grandchildren to share some time shopping, wrapping 
and celebrating gifts and prayers for others.  Suggested donations include: gift certificates for 
Sears, Kohl’s and grocery stores; non-perishable food staples; personal hygiene items and 
toiletries; detergent. There are also volunteer opportunities at E.H.P. during the holidays.  Ask 
Thelma or Pastor Rick or check the website at ehpcares.org. 

 
FROM THE STEWARDSHIP TEAM comes a reminder to return your pledge form if 
you have not yet done so.  We are still missing forms from a few regular givers.  Thanks 
for taking care of this.  It is very helpful to the budgeting process. 

 
IN THE WORLD 

 
A NATION CONFRONTED BY CONSCIENCE 
What does it mean and how do we sustain it? 

By Bill Leonard,  
James and Marilyn Dunn Professor of Church History and Baptist Studies at the School of 

Divinity, Wake Forest University 
 12/17/2014 

http://baptistnews.com/opinion/columns/item/29639-a-nation-confronted-by-conscience 
 

“Our enemies act without conscience. We must not. This executive 
summary of the [Senate Intelligence] Committee’s report makes 
clear that acting without conscience isn’t necessary, it isn’t even 
helpful, in winning this strange and long war we’re fighting. We 
should be grateful to have that truth affirmed.” 
 
That’s what Republican senator and former torture victim John 
McCain said on Dec. 9, 2014, after release of a report detailing CIA 
practice of “enhanced interrogation techniques” against detainees 
following the 9/11 tragedy. “Techniques” included waterboarding, 

http://divinity.wfu.edu/
http://divinity.wfu.edu/


sleep deprivation, shackling arms above prisoners’ heads for hours, naked plunges into ice 
baths, and something disturbingly named “rectal rehydration.” Debates over the 
politicization of the report were so divisive that they seemed to eclipse the techniques, 
themselves documented and not denied. 
 
Nor was McCain’s the only right-of-center voice raised. In the Wall Street Journal, Peggy 
Noonan critiqued the political process, while noting of such torture reports: “A nation’s 
reputation in the world will not soon recover from such cruel, systemic actions, which 
seemed to bubble up from a culture. You’ll pay a price in terms of the world’s regard.” 
 
McCain was even more articulate: “But in the end, torture’s failure to serve its intended 
purpose isn’t the main reason to oppose its use. I have often said, and will always maintain, 
that this question isn’t about our enemies; it’s about us. It’s about who we were, who we 
are and who we aspire to be. It’s about how we represent ourselves to the world. … Most of 
all, I know the use of torture compromises that which most distinguishes us from our 
enemies, our belief that all people, even captured enemies, possess basic human rights. …” 
 
As 2014 ends, we are a nation confronted by conscience, divided over what it means and 
how to sustain it. Dictionary definitions call conscience “the complex of ethical and moral 
principles that controls or inhibits the actions or thoughts of an individual.” A superb essay 
from the “The Bonhoeffer Project,” Oct. 3, 2011, deepens the discussion: “Conscience is the 
awareness of oneself. It is our gaze turned inward for examination. … The conscience 
borrows from all other parts of the heart: the mind to assess, the emotions for guilt or 
satisfaction, and the desires to encourage good. Though it borrows from these parts, it is 
beyond all parts. Conscience is central to understanding who we are and who we need to 
be.” 
 
Face it, we all — nations, churches, families, individuals — cut deals with conscience across 
our lives. Yet recent cathartic events might lead us to certain systemic considerations: 
 
• Moratoria on the ideas of “American exceptionalism” and moral superiority. 
• Cessation of any pretense of being a “Christian nation.” 
• Pursuit of genuine dialogue regarding the moral dilemmas that divide us. 
• Exploring the boundaries of conscience, even when they collide. 
• Cultivating unashamedly the wonder of conscience; how to sustain it in our broken lives 
and volatile world. 
 
In Words from a Witness (1967), Elie Wiesel told of a rabbi whose conscience compelled him 
to declare: “‘Please do not be murderers, do not be thieves. Do not be silent and do not be 
indifferent.’ He went on preaching day after day, maybe even picketing. But no one listened. 
He was not discouraged. He went on preaching for years. Finally someone asked him, 
‘Rabbi, why do you do that? Don’t you see it is no use?’ He said, ‘I know it is of no use, but 
I must. And I will tell you why: in the beginning I thought I had to protest and to shout in 
order to change them. I have given up this hope. Now I know I must picket and scream and 
shout so that they should not change me.’” 
 
In 1521, Martin Luther looked the Holy Roman Emperor in the eye and declared “my 
conscience is captive to the Word of God.” Then he added: “Acting against one’s conscience 
is neither safe nor sound. God help me. Amen.” Luther nailed it, then and now. God help us 
every one. Amen. 
 
 



JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy:  Janet Maxwell (December 26), Joanne Jones (December 31) 
 Kathy Gillam that Dick’s sinus surgery went well and for a terrific surgeon 
 Dan Cudworth for Laurie’s parents, Jack and Charlotte whose move to senior living 

is going well 
 
Concerns – New: 

 For all those affected by the massacre of schoolchildren in Peshwar, Pakistan, and by 
the hostage stand-off in Sydney, Australia 

 For Linda Pickens-Jones whose father died this week in Sacramento 
 For Hugh Satterlee suffering with sciatica 
 Carolyn Shephard for her friend and former co-teacher, Kerry, a single mother with 

10 year old twins, who is experiencing undiagnosed pain 
 Sachiko Berry for she and Paul who are experiencing comp0lications in their move 
 Thelma Tuttle for Lois and her family as they travel to Chicago this week, for Ron 

who is recovering from cataract surgery; for our adopt-a-family program 
 For the family and friends of Virginia Herbert who died recently 
 Lois Ville for Laura Garcia and the family and friends of Janice, who died recently 
 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, who had a seizure and was re-admitted to 

the hospital 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter with neurological problems 
 Joanne Jones for her brother, Harold Fisher, from Mt. Vernon, WA, who is 

undergoing treatment for bladder cancer  
 Janet Maxwell for ongoing health concerns 
 For continued healing for Mary Granholm and Eileen Conover 
 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, 

peace, wisdom, healing 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For the blessed memory and honor of retired ministers and missionaries who have 

served American Baptists over many years 
 
Ongoing: 

 For Ruth Owen who is in the Health Center at The Terraces 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gottestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 



 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Ruth Clark, Virginia Knechtel, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For the mission work of Dan and Sarah Chetti in Lebanon; and for Dan and Sharon 

Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice 

for the abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of 

measures to heal our   communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and 
less free 
 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 21, 2014 

 
“Alive in the Adventure of Jesus: Surprising People” 

 
Readings for the week: Psalm 34:1-18; Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 2:8-20. 
 
Why does Luke tell his story this way? Even more, why does God do it this way? I 
actually think it -- this whole story -- is an indictment of the order, an accusation against 
things as they are. Do you know what I mean? Let me try to say it another way: I think 
that by playing out this redemptive story on the fringe of things, just where you'd least 
expect God to be, God is telling us that the way things usually are just isn't good enough. 
It's almost like God is whispering to us something that deep down we know already but 
are afraid to admit, even to ourselves: these lives we've so carefully created, this world 
we work so hard to manage, are beautiful, precious, and wonderful ... but also 
vulnerable, fragile, and ultimately insufficient. 
 
Even the best of lives is filled by measures of regret and disappointment, and if we take 
even a moment to gaze around us we see how many lead lives that are difficult, painful, 



and all too short. And so God comes not at the center of the world to straighten things 
out a bit, but on the fringe to call the orders and structures of the day into question and 
herald a new beginning altogether. Ultimately, Luke's story -- if we're willing to listen -- 
witnesses to the simple yet scary fact that God didn't come in Jesus to make things a 
little better, a little more bearable. God came to turn over the tables, to create a whole 
new system, to resurrect and redeem us rather than merely rehabilitate us. 
 
It's scary because we've invested a lot in our lives as they are and it can be down right 
frightening to give up what we know. But at the same time it's thrilling because this 
promise speaks to a place deep down inside each of us that wants something more, 
something more than a better job or higher income, something more than a more 
comfortable home or enjoyable retirement. These things may all be good, but they don't 
save; often enough, they don't even satisfy for long. No. We desperately want a sense of 
meaning and purpose, we desire to believe that there is more to this life than meets the 
eye, we need to hold onto the hope that despite all appearances we are worthy of love. 
 
And so God comes at the edges of the story and our lives to speak quietly but firmly 
through the blood, sweat, and tears of the labor pains of a young mother and cry of her 
infant that God is irreconcilably for us, joined to our ups and down, our hopes and fears, 
and committed to giving us not just more of the same, but something more. Christ 
comes, that is, not just to give us more of the life we know, but new and abundant life 
altogether. For in Christ we have the promise that God will not stop until each and all of 
us have been embraced and caught up in God's tremendous love and have heard the 
good news that "unto you this day is born a savior, Christ the Lord." No wonder we 
sing, "Let heaven and earth rejoice!" (David Lose, “Something More,” December 18, 
2011, workingpreacher.org). 
 
Prayer:  O Holy One, heavenly angels spoke to earthly shepherds and eternity entered time in 
the child of Bethlehem. Through the telling of the Christmas story, let our temporal lives be 
caught up in the eternal in that same child, that we might join shepherds and all the heavenly 
host in praising the coming of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen 
 
 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
Another full week in the life of FBCPA.  On Friday, the final Senior Chat was held at 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, followed by a luncheon co-hosted by Covenant and us 



to say thank you to Dona Smith-Powers for eight plus years of leadership of this 
program.  We shared our gratitude for all she has given. 
 
On Saturday, in our sanctuary, we held a moving memorial service for Virginia 
Herbert.  Until her death, just shy of her 96th birthday, Virginia was our oldest member.  
Virginia was a remarkable woman, school teacher, mother and social organizer.  Her 
circle of friends and former students is large.  There will be another celebration of her 
life later in the spring when more of these folks can gather to share their rich memories. 
We will surely miss her.  Thanks to everyone who helped with the service and lovely 
reception afterwards. 
 
Sunday we finished our brief spiritual journey into the theme, “Be Born in Us Today,” 
by considering the ancient practice of examen, in which we ask ourselves on a regular 
basis, “Where did I feel God’s presence in my life today?” and “When Did I experience 
God as being absent?”  These are key questions for a growing spiritual consciousness.  
In the afternoon, a group of intrepid carolers went to the Terraces to sing for some of 
the folk there.  Afterward we gathered back at the church for chili supper.  Thanks to 
Eleanor, Melanie Ramirez and Thelma Tuttle for making the delicious meal happen. 
 
This Sunday, the fourth in Advent, we conclude our celebration of singers and songs of 
the season.  We will have an augmented choir with voices from the Choral Project plus 
several regular guest musicians.  We will all sing our songs as well. The sermon title is 
“Angelic Airs and Earthy Echoes,” in which we look once more to the heavenly choir 
and the shepherds’ shock.  You’ve heard the word before of this most surprising 
experience.  The announcement comes to the poor and outcast, the lowest of the low – 
“It’s to you we bring the glad tidings.  It’s for you the Messiah comes.  Let there be 
peace and good will for all on this earth.” 
 
After worship we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for our annual Christmas brunch.  
Everyone is asked to bring finger food to share.  Why don’t you bring some guests as 
well?  It will be a great day.  See you Sunday at 10:00 AM 
 
God grant us more light, more love, more life as we journey together.     
 
Pastor Rick    
 

MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 
 
 



      
               Dona Smith-Powers does Senior Chat                           Thanks for the memories  
       

   
Virginia Herbert’s Memorial Service 

 

 
Dan and Laurie light the Advent Candle 


	A NATION CONFRONTED BY CONSCIENCE

