
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
January 14, 2015 

 

Words to Consider: “One of the great liabilities of history is that all too many people fail to 
remain awake through great periods of social change. Every society has its protectors of status 
quo and its fraternities of the indifferent who are notorious for sleeping through revolutions. 
Today, our very survival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remain 
vigilant and to face the challenge of change.”  

Martin Luther King Jr. 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CHURCH COUNCIL, Thursday, January 15 at 5:00 PM in the Parlor. 
 
 NO CHOIR REHEARSAL THIS WEEK 
 
 MLK BIRTHDAY FILM SCREENING, Thursday, January 15, 7:30 P.M., Fellowship 

Hall – in commemoration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 86th Birthday, a special 
screening of Freedom Summer (2014, Stanley Nelson). Sponsored by Peninsula Peace 
and Justice Center. 
 

 SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, Second Sunday after Epiphany, 10:00 AM Worship and 
Sunday School for Children and Youth, “Alive in the Adventure of Jesus: Join the 
Adventure!”, Jennifer Davidson Preaching  11:30 AM, Adult Spiritual Formation, 
Part 2 of our study of John Shelby Spong’s “The Fourth Gospel: Tales of a Jewish 
Mystic” 

 
 MLK CELEBRATION, Sunday, January 18, 3:00 PM, The First Methodist Church, 

625 Hamilton, Palo Alto. 

 MONDAY, JANUARY 19, Last collection of materials for the February Spire 
 
 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday January 20, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos 
 
 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, January 21, 8:30 AM, at Palo Alto Breakfast 

House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto.  All the men from our Church family are 
welcome. 

 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 

 
Be a Part of Creating a Suicide-Safer Community – 3 Hour Training 
safeTALK (suicide alertness for everyone: Tell, Ask, Listen and Keepsafe) helps 
participants move beyond common tendencies to MISS, DISMISS, or AVOID talking 



about suicide. This 3-hour training helps participants identify who have  thoughts of 
suicide and teaches them to apply the TALK steps in order to connect a person who 
is experiencing thoughts of suicide with a first aid suicide intervention caregiver. 
Please join us on Friday, January 16, from 9:00am to noon at Lucie Stern Community 
Center. This course will be taught by Vic Ojakian, Santa Clara County Suicide 
Prevention Oversight Committee Chair and long-time Palo Alto resident.  This 
course meets qualifications for three (3) hours of CEUs.  To register, 
email evelyn.tirumalai@hhs.sccgov.org or call 408-885-3982. 

 
 

SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR January  
Chickens for Impoverished Families in Burundi. 

  
Selected by our youth, this offering will support a campaign to promote free-range 
chicken farming among the poor in the African nation of Burundi. 
 
The ABC-USA’s International Ministries is partnering with the Evangelical Free Baptist 
Church of Burundi to help the impoverished people of Gatara.  Each family of 5 will be 
given 2 hens and a rooster.  The excess eggs can be sold along with additional hens that 
people raise.  The proceeds will help them buy food, medicine, seeds for farming and 
school supplies.  A gift of $100 will provide 6 hens.  $250 will provide 16 hens or 13 
roosters.  $500 will provide hens, roosters and medicine to keep the flock healthy.   
 
Our youth will be promoting this offering throughout the month of January.  Please give 
generously.   To date we have received $235 toward our goal of $500. 
  

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy:  Carolyn Shepard (January 16) 
 Lois Ville, who is happy to see Laura Garcia back from Nebraska 
 Carolyn Shepard for Eileen Conover back home from knee surgery 
 Marilyn Hunwick brings greetings from Ruriko Uda and Rev. Jeff Frantz and Yvette 

 
Concerns – New: 

 For Nana Spiridon, who is going in for breast surgery today. 
 For Sachiko Berry, for the loss of her friend Kent 
 Carolyn Shepard for Dan and Laurie Cudworth 
 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, 

peace, wisdom, healing 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For our missionaries in Burundi and their project of providing chickens for families 
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Ongoing: 
 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, with health concerns 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter with neurological problems 
 Joanne Jones for her brother, Harold Fisher, from Mt. Vernon, WA, who is 

undergoing treatment for bladder cancer 
 For Ruth Owen who is in the Health Center at The Terraces 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gottestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to visit, 

please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Ruth Clark, Virginia Knechtel, Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For the mission work of Dan and Sarah Chetti in Lebanon; and for Dan and Sharon 

Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 For peace in a war-torn world, food for the hungry, homes for the homeless, justice 

for the abused and oppressed, and hope for the future 
 For those affected by indiscriminate acts of violence and for the adoption of 

measures to heal our   communities of all the many ways these make us less safe and 
less free 

 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY (BELOVED COMMUNITY SUNDAY) 

January 18, 2015 

 “Alive in the Adventure of Jesus: Join the Adventure” 

Readings for the Week: Isaiah 61:1-4; Luke 4:1-30; 5:1-11; 2 Timothy 2:1-9 

One joy of my expanded role during January while Pastor Rick is away is having the 
opportunity to share in our congregation’s Tuesday morning Bible study. Yesterday, I 
spent an hour and a half at Marylea McLean’s home with eight members of our church, 
discussing this week’s three Scripture passages. As most of you know, we have been 
following the year-long alternative lectionary presented in Brian McLaren’s We Make the 
Road by Walking in planning our worship as well as our weekly Bible studies this year. 



Among the passages we examined today was the section from Luke 4 where Jesus enters 
the temple, picks up the scroll, and inaugurates his public ministry by reading the 
familiar yet powerful words from the 61st chapter of Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (4:18-19). Luke reports that after 
reading, Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down, before 
asserting, “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (v. 21). 

Fulfilled. Today. 

In our discussion at Bible study, Thelma Parodi picked up on a point Brian McLaren 
emphasizes in his commentary on this passage. Jesus makes the bold claim that, in him, 
Isaiah’s promise has been fulfilled. As of that moment, the prophet’s words no longer 
reflect some hope for the distant future.  McLaren notes that if someone declares things 
will improve someday, that may be “interesting and acceptable,” but it serves to 
“postpone until the future any need for real change in the hearers’ lives.” On the other 
hand, “For Jesus to say the promised time was here already, fulfilled, today…that was 
astonishing. That required deep thinking and radical adjustment.” And apparently, 
those who heard Jesus say these words found such a call to change more than a bit 
disconcerting. Although their immediate response seems gracious, it’s not long before 
they’ve driven him out of town and are seeking to throw him off a cliff (Luke 4:28-30) 

As I thought about the immediacy of Jesus’ claim, I found myself thinking about a 
phrase from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech in the 1963 March on Washington. In 
calling for an end to racial injustice, King spoke of the need for action amid the “fierce 
urgency of now.” King declared:  

We refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity 
 of this nation. So we have come to cash this check—a check that will give us upon 

demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice. We have also come to this 
hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of now. This is no time to  
engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. 

I hear in the words of Jesus and Martin Luther King Jr. an immediacy that speaks to our 
task as disciples today. The “fierce urgency of now” presses upon us to build 
communities where every life matters, where all people are treated with justice, dignity, 
and respect. Similarly, Jesus invites us to get swept up in God’s reign today, 
immediately, in this moment. 

God is moving in our world today. Can we perceive it? Are we ready to participate in it?  
The need is urgent, and the time is now. 

Doug Davidson, Minister with Children, Youth, and Families 

 

MORE LIGHT…MORE LOVE…MORE LIFE 


