
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
February 4, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: “I discovered later, and I'm still discovering right up to this moment, that 
is it only by living completely in this world that one learns to have faith. By this-worldliness I 
mean living unreservedly in life's duties, problems, successes and failures. In so doing we throw 
ourselves completely into the arms of God, taking seriously, not our own sufferings, but those of 
God in the world. That, I think, is faith.”  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Born February 4, 1906) 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, February 5 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  
New voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 10 AM, Worship and Sunday School for Children and 
Youth:  Alive in the Adventure of Jesus: Jesus and the Multitudes,” Rick Mixon 
Preaching.  11:30 AM, Adult Spiritual Formation, Report from Dona Smith-Powers 
and Martha Meyers, who recently attended the Alliance of Baptists’ Conference on 
the Middle East in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday February 10, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We 
will meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

 INTERGENERATIONAL POTLUCK IN CELEBRATION OF THE VALENTINE’S 
DAY, 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Everyone welcome; bring a guest or three. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 10 AM, Worship and Sunday School for Children and 
Youth:  Alive in the Adventure of Jesus: Jesus and Hell,” Rick Mixon Preaching.  11:30 
AM, Adult Spiritual Formation, Susan Bradley will share with us highlights of her 
recent trips to Haiti and Cuba. 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, February 4, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast 
House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are 
welcome. 
 



 ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, We join our friends at Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, 670 East Meadow for a simple meal in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 PM and 
at 7:30 PM we will gather in the sanctuary for a quiet and meditative service 
concluding with the imposition of ashes.  
 

 MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR RUTH SAWYER CLARK, Thursday, February 19, 
1:00 PM in the Sanctuary followed by a reception in Fellowship Hall. 
 

 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, Thursday, February 19 in the Parlor. 
 

 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 10 AM, Worship and Sunday School for Children and 
Youth:  Alive in the Adventure of Jesus: Jesus and Violence and Power,” Dave Robinson 
Preaching.  11:30 AM, Adult Spiritual Formation, Dave Robinson from Correctional 
Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County will talk about the ministry CIC 
provides in the county jails. 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, February 26 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery 
Cafe, 3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are 
invited to join.  
 

 SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR 
FEBRUARY. Our Special Offering this month will 
be directed to support the work of the Correctional 
Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
(C.I.C.) C.I.C. is a non-profit corporation founded in 
1962 that operates with the local governmental 
agencies involved with corrections work. The 
ministry works directly with the men, women, boys 
and girls incarcerated in our county jails and 
juvenile facilities.  The funding for this ministry 
comes from Santa Clara County, individuals, and 
through the support of churches such as ours.  Just 
as Jesus ministered to those in prison, we can do 

likewise with our financial giving. “I was in prison, and you visited me.” Matthew 
25:36b.  To date we have received $11 toward our goal of $500. 
 

SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR JANUARY, Chickens for Impoverished 
Families in Burundi.  Our youth have been promoting this offering throughout the 
month of January.  To date we have received $921 toward our goal of $500.  



IN THE WORLD 
 

BJC, OTHERS, OPPOSE NORTH CAROLINA VOUCHER PLAN 
Religious liberty and civil-liberties groups have asked the North Carolina Supreme Court to 

uphold a lower-court decision that the state’s school voucher law is unconstitutional. 
By Bob Allen (Associated Baptist Press, 2-3-2015) 

 
North Carolina’s new school voucher law, which allows families to use taxpayer dollars to 
send their children to private schools, violates the constitutionally mandated separation of 
church and state, the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty and allies said in a brief 
to the state Supreme Court filed Jan. 30. 
 

 “School voucher programs that fund religious schools violate the freedom 
of conscience of citizens who have the right to insist that the government 
remain neutral in matters of religion,” said Holly Hollman, general 
counsel for the Washington-based education and advocacy organization 
representing 15 national, state and regional Baptist bodies in the United 
States.  
 

Two friend-of-the-court briefs written by attorneys representing Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State contend that the Opportunity Scholarship Program passed 
by the North Carolina General Assembly in 2013 violates the state constitution by siphoning 
taxpayer funds intended for public education to private schools not subject to curriculum 
standards of public schools that discriminate on the basis of religion or other reasons. 
Since the vast majority of schools receiving the vouchers are church-related, the brief 
argues, the program amounts to government funding of religious ministry. 
 
“Voucher schemes like North Carolina’s are essentially a taxpayer handout for religious 
schools,” said Barry Lynn, executive director of Americans United and an ordained minister 
in the United Church of Christ. “Study after study shows that vouchers don’t improve 
student achievement, so this program is really just a payday for sectarian interests.” 
 
An opposing brief filed by groups including the Christian Legal Society, American Association 
of Christian Schools, National Association of Evangelicals and Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Charlotte (N.C.) countered that the state provides scholarships on a religion-neutral basis, 
and the parent decides whether to use them at a religious school. 
 
Accepting government funds does not make private Christian schools part of the state, the 
groups argue, and holding them to the same religion-neutral standards as public schools 
infringes on their free exercise of religion. Allowing the vouchers to be used at secular 
private schools but not those that are sectarian, they contend, discriminates on the basis of 
religion. 
 
The BJC/Americans United argument, also joined by the American Civil Liberties Union, Anti-
Defamation League and Interfaith Alliance Foundation, says nothing in the state constitution 
obligates the government to fund private religious education and that such use of taxpayer 
funds “does not fulfill a public purpose.” 
 
“Parents have the right to choose a religious education for their children, but not at 
taxpayer expense,” Hollman said. “Religion should flourish on its own, funded by voluntary 
contributions, not through compulsory taxation.” 
 



JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Jane Chinn brought cheerful, upbeat greetings from Eileen Conover 
 Nana Spiridon that her biopsy was negative and she will have to do only minimal 

radiation which means it will be OK for her to be around Grace and the babies 
 Pastor Rick for the birthday greetings and for the gift of his sabbatical; for all those – 

especially Doug and Jennifer Davidson who provided coverage in his absence 
 For Paul and Sachiko Berry, Charlie Clark and Marcia Heydon all living in new 

spaces 
 
Concerns – New: 

 For Charlie Clark and the family and friends of Ruth Sawyer Clark who died on 
Saturday, January 31 

 For the family and friends of Ellen Chang who died in Lewiston, Idaho, on Saturday 
January 31 

 Pastor Rick for his sister, Joan, who has been hospitalized recently with multiple 
health concerns 

 For Janet Maxwell who is still recovering from her procedure in the Health Unit at 
The Terraces of Los Altos 

 For Eileen Conover as she continues to recover from knee surgery at home 
 For Sarah and Dan Buttry, who are now in Bethlehem teaching and working 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For our missionaries in Burundi and their project of providing chickens for families 
 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, 

peace, wisdom, healing 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 

 
Ongoing: 

 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, with health concerns 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter with neurological problems 
 For Ruth Owen who is in the Health Center at The Terraces 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gottestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 



 For Virginia Knechtel and Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, FEBRUARY 8, 2014 
 

“Alive in the Adventure of Jesus: Jesus and the Multitudes” 
 

Readings for the week: Ezekiel 31; Luke 5:17-32, 18:15-19:9. 
 
As we approach the season of Lent, we find Ezekiel being outrageous in true prophetic 
style. If we pride ourselves on being spiritual seekers, Ezekiel insists that it is God who 
seeks us out and not the other way around. Can’t we prize the maturity of knowing 
who we are and of finding communities where we feel at home? Ezekiel informs us that 
we are in fact so lost that God must take the trouble to find and rescue us. Some of that 
sounds good -- the idea that God desires to feed us, wipe away our tears and bind up 
our wounds -- but it also makes us uneasy. Are we really that needy and so unable to 
help ourselves? 
 
As often happens when prophets speak, closely following on the heels of the good 
promises comes what we perceive as bad. This talk of judging, of sorting out the sheep, 
sounds negative and even dangerous. It’s not healthy to think in terms of "us" and 
"them," of those who pass the test and those who don’t. Yet this touches on what makes 
Ezekiel a prophet to begin with; he forces us to question whether our discomfort over 
God’s judgment comes not so much from fear of taking sides, or of being found on the 
wrong side, but from feeling affronted. Isn’t it our prerogative to label and condemn? 
We certainly act as if this is the case. Even people who describe themselves as 
nonjudgmental are quick to adopt the easy polarizing that marks contemporary 



discourse in America. Before we agree to listen to someone, we want to know if he or 
she is liberal or conservative; Democrat or Republican; gay or straight, hot or, God-
forbid, not. 
 
Ezekiel calls us on our folly. Judgment belongs to God, and God’s concerns are not our 
own. When God begins the sorting of the flock, it is not to divide the good from the bad 
or administer litmus tests of faith or political conviction. God is seeing what we have 
refused to see, seeking out the weak who have been butted around on their way to the 
feed trough. God pities those whose have been wounded by the selfish actions of 
others. This is the good news that any prophet worth the title conveys to us. It 
demonstrates why we need prophets in the first place. (Kathleen Norris, “Imagining 
Christ,” The Christian Century, November 15, 2005, http://www.religion-
online.org/showarticle.asp?title=3282). 
 
Prayer:  Shepherd of Israel, hear our prayer as your Son heard the plea of the criminal crucified 
with him. Gather into Christ's holy reign the broken, the sorrowing, and the sinner, that all may 
know wholeness, joy, and forgiveness. Amen. 
 
 

 
 NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
It’s alright been a full week as I began teaching yesterday at both Pacific School of 
Religion and the American Baptist Seminary of the West.  It happens that both 
professors of pastoral care and counseling are on sabbatical this spring, so the schools 
needed somebody to cover their required introductory classes.  This is a good 
opportunity for me to make use of some of my training and experience.  It has been a 
long time since I have taught at this level, so I am happy to say I survived the first day 
and am looking forward to the rest of the term.  Fortunately, since both classes are on 
Tuesday, I can lead Bible study in the morning and make it to Berkeley for the 
afternoon and evening.  This also means I will be available at FBCPS on Monday 
afternoons to compensate for the time I spend teaching. 
 
This week’s focus is on “Jesus and the Multitudes.”  The texts from Luke show Jesus 
working in and among the crowds that gathered around him, eager for healing and 
words of hope.  However, as we discovered in Bible study yesterday, the 34th chapter of 
Ezekiel is a remarkable passage from which Jesus and the gospel writers must have 
drawn for inspiration and resources.  The word for leaders and the powerful who abuse 
that with which they have been blessed rather in service of the common good are 



roundly condemned.  In the end, the prophet says they will be “fed justice” – an 
intriguing image.  At the same time, the description of God as the Good Shepherd is 
among the most beautiful in scripture.   
 
In Adult Spiritual Formation, Dona Smith-Powers and Martha Myers form Grace 
Lutheran Church will share their experience from a conference they attended last year, 
sponsored by the Alliance of Baptists, on Palestinian Christians.. 
 
See you Sunday at 10:00 AM 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.     
 
Pastor Rick    
 

 
 

TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE! 
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