
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
February 18, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: “Ash Wednesday, Lent, Holy Week and Christianity itself are about 
following Jesus on the path that leads through death to resurrection. They are about dying and 
rising with Christ. We are to follow him to Jerusalem, the place of death and resurrection. That is 
what the journey of Lent is about.” 

Marcus Borg 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, We join our friends at Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, 670 East Meadow for a simple meal in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 PM and 
at 7:30 PM we will gather in the sanctuary for a quiet and meditative service 
concluding with the imposition of ashes.  
 

 MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR RUTH SAWYER CLARK, Thursday, February 19, 
1:00 PM in the Sanctuary followed by a reception in the Parlor. 
 

 NO CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL this week. We will resume on Thursday, 
February 26 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  New voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 10 AM, Worship and Sunday School for Children and 
Youth:  “Alive in a Global Uprising: A New Identity,” Dave Robinson preaching.  11:30 
AM, Adult Spiritual Formation, Dave Robinson reports on the work of Correctional 
Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County, our special offering recipient for the 
month. 
 

 DEADLINE FOR MARCH SPIRE, Monday, February 23. 
 

 NO BIBLE STUDY this week.  We will resume on Tuesday March 3, 10:30 AM, at 
the Terraces of Los Altos. We will meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine 
Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, February 26 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery 
Cafe, 3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are 
invited to join. 



  FROM ELEANOR SATTERLEE AND THE CONGREGATIONAL LIFE TASK 
TEAM:  Many opportunities are available to assist with hospitality needs during 
the month of MARCH.  Sunday mornings are OPEN and need hosts.  The 
Congregational Life Task Team has opportunities for visiting others as well as 
assisting the team with special events.  Please contact Lois Ville and/or other 
members of the task team for specific information. 

 
 FROM PASTOR RICK:  Through the month of May I will be teaching at PSR and 

ABSW on Tuesday afternoons and evenings.  As a result I will be working for 
FBCPA on Monday afternoons.  However, this Monday, February 16 is a holiday 
and the church office is closed and next weekend, February 21 through February 24, 
I will be using vacation days to participate in The Choral Project Tour to southern 
California. 
 

 SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR 
FEBRUARY. Our Special Offering this month will 
be directed to support the work of the Correctional 
Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
(C.I.C.) C.I.C. is a non-profit corporation founded in 
1962 that operates with the local governmental 
agencies involved with corrections work. The 
ministry works directly with the men, women, boys 
and girls incarcerated in our county jails and 
juvenile facilities.  The funding for this ministry 
comes from Santa Clara County, individuals, and 
through the support of churches such as ours.  Just 
as Jesus ministered to those in prison, we can do 

likewise with our financial giving. “I was in prison, and you visited me.” Matthew 
25:36b.  To date we have received $176 toward our goal of $500. 
 

REFRIGERATOR NEEDED BY SALVADORAN  REFUGEE FAMILY 
 

GIVE DONATIONS FOR PRE-SCHOOL, ELEMENARY SCHOOL & COMMUNITY  
For SBSC Delegation members to take to El Salvador in early March: 

children’s picture books in Spanish, puzzles, soccer balls  
school supplies for teachers and children and learning toys 

 
Please bring by to a Palo Alto address by Saturday, February 28.  

 



WONDERFUL CENTRAL AMERICAN WORKERS CAN HELP IN MANY WAYS! 
childcare  *  eldercare  *  gardening  *  cleaning  *  professional painting  *  roof repair  *  

gutter cleaning  *  personal assistance  *  Spanish Lessons  *  moving  *  carpentry 
 

Call South Bay Sanctuary Covenant Information at (650) 494-8340 for: 
 Refrigerator pick-up, to schedule a worker, and address for donations to El Salvador 
 
 

IN THE WORLD 
 

TRIP NOTES FROM DAN BUTTRY IN ISRAEL 
February 17, 2015 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Actually, Sharon and I are in Nazareth, Israel, but most of 
our time this past week was spent in Bethlehem in 
Palestine. We have been teaching at the Bethlehem Bible 
College.  It is a partner institution with the Nazareth 
Evangelical School where we were the previous week. 

 
I first came to Bethlehem Bible College back in 1991.  It was a hot time, during the First 
Intifada.  I spoke at the chapel at BBC and made a special connection with the Dean, Salim 
Munayir.  Salim founded and heads Musalaha, which means "reconciliation" in Arabic.  
Sharon and I led trainings for groups of Musalaha women in both Nazareth and Bethlehem.  
What great women--both evangelical Arab Palestinian Christians and Messianic Israeli Jews 
working together for their reconciliation in Christ. 
 
We also led extensive workshops on conflict transformation for the students and for the 
staff at BBC.  The time with the staff was particularly effective and profound.  The president 
of BBC, Jack Sara, participated in the entire training with a delightful grace--we had 
everyone from him to the cleaning staff together for the 4 hour workshop.  Then on 
Saturday Jack took us to the Alliance Church in the Old City of Jerusalem which Jack used to 
pastor.  We led a training on church conflict for the pastors and church leaders of Alliance 
congregations.  Jack grew up in the Christian Quarter of the Old City, so he took us around 
all the back alleys and rooftop passages, then down into a cistern from the 4th Century and 
through the Ethiopian Coptic section of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre--definitely a tour 
you don't get regularly!  Jack seemed related to half the shop-keepers. 
 
We did a variety of other small trainings with groups--Christian and Muslim couples in a 
couples club on Valentines Day, pastors back up in Nazareth where we returned late 
Saturday night. We visited the extended families of our hosts Rula and Bader Mansour, 
having a great experience of Arab hospitality.  We also consulted with Rula and Bishara 
Awad from BBC about their plans to develop a peace studies program at BBC and Nazareth 
Evangelical College. 
  
 
There is so much to be said about the political and social challenges for peace here.  
Looking at the situation pragmatically it feels that a solution is getting further and further 
from ever coming into reality.  Continued aggressive building of Israeli settlements in the 



West Bank is making a two-state solution harder to imagine than ever.  The Separation 
Barrier has created harsh divisions and supported the seizure of yet more land.  The wall 
has stopped Palestinian terrorist bombings, but the hopelessness and despair that creates 
such hostility has been worsened.   
 
But what I take away from this is the hope and determination of peacemakers on the 
ground.  From Palestinian Baptists who sing songs of hope through tears to Musalaha 
women who meet together for years through thick and thin; from a former Israeli tank 
commander educating people on the grim and cynical realities of the Separation Barrier to 
the former Palestinian freedom-fighter who co-founded Combatants for Peace with Israeli 
IDF vets; from the Palestinian and Israeli parents who have joined together for peace over 
their common bond of having lost children to the conflict to the Ghetto Fighters Memorial in 
Israel that teaches Arab and Jewish youth about the Holocaust and the Nakbah ("The 
Catastrophe" in the Palestinian terms for the establishment of the State of Israel) and then 
get the youths to talk about it--hope continues to grow stubbornly in difficult soil.  I love 
these peacemakers and prophets of hope.  Sharon and I have been blessed to walk with 
them, equip them, encourage them, and sometimes weep with them. 
 

COPTIC CHRISTIANS INCREASINGLY FEEL ENDANGERED IN LIBYA AND EGYPT 
Monique El-Faizy | February 16, 2015 l Religious News Service 

  
CAIRO (RNS) The gruesome video released by militants from the Islamic State showing the 
beheading of 21 Egyptian Copts in Libya has focused the world’s attention on the plight of 
Christians there and the government’s ability to respond. 
 
But the sad truth is that Libyan Christians have long been ruthlessly targeted expressly for 
their faith, and the Coptic community in Egypt has been virtually powerless to help them. 
The U.S. State Department estimates that 50,000 Coptic Christians live in Libya, most of 
whom are Egyptian. They cross the border into Libya in search of employment. 
 
A report by the Washington-based Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy states that 
religiously motivated kidnappings in Libya dates back to 2012. 
 
With the growth of radical Islam, Christians in the region are increasingly feeling 
endangered. Coptic Christians make up about 10 percent of Egypt’s population, and trace 
their roots to St. Mark, who founded an outpost of the fledgling Christian movement in 1st-
century Alexandria. 
 
The victims in the video were kidnapped in separate incidents in Libya, the first of which 
took place in December when militants grabbed some Christians from a car. Then, in  
January, the attackers reportedly broke into an apartment and separated a group of 
Christians from Muslims, taking only the Christians. One of the victims may not have been 
an Egyptian. 
 
Within hours of the video’s release, the Egyptian government launched airstrikes on Islamic 
State targets in the fractured nation. Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi promised to 
“deliver retribution against those criminals and murders who are devoid of the most simple 
of human values.” 
 
He personally paid his respects to the Coptic patriarch, Pope Tawadros II, and declared 
seven days of mourning in the country. 
 

http://www.religionnews.com/author/moniqueelfaizy/
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/193109.pdf
http://timep.org/


Monday’s pre-dawn response was fierce and decisive, although critics say it was done more 
to appease Egyptians than to advance strategic goals. The families of the victims had been 
holding protests and meetings since the abductions in an effort to prod the Egyptian 
government to secure their release but had received little support or information, according 
to people in contact with the families. 
 
 “I think if the Egyptian authorities had made an effort before (the killings) it would have 
been possible to get a better result,” said Mina Thabet, a Coptic activist and researcher at 
the Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms. 
Thabet said he knows of seven other Copts who were abducted in August and September 
and has had no information about who was holding them or even if they were still alive. 
 
“These people need to be put into focus and we need to ensure their safety,” he said. 
In December, a Coptic doctor, his wife and their teenage daughter were abducted and 
murdered. 
 
The families of the kidnapping victims may not be satisfied with the government response, 
but the Coptic Church has expressed faith in Sisi’s efforts. In a statement, the church urged 
followers to be “assured that their great homeland will not rest until the evil perpetrators 
are justly punished for their evil crime.” 
 
Thabet said the victims in Sunday’s video all come from impoverished areas of Upper Egypt 
where jobs are scarce. Egypt has issued a complete ban on travel to Libya and ordered the 
evacuation of those who are still living there. 
 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Thelma Tuttle with letters of thanks from the EHP families we helped for the 
holidays 

 Chip Clark for a good visit with Alex Spiridon 
 
Concerns – New: 

 Carolyn Shepard for Barbara Hing whose father-in-law is very ill 
 For Charlie Clark and the family and friends of Ruth Sawyer Clark who died on 

Saturday, January 31 
 Pastor Rick for his sister, Joan, who is a rehab facility with multiple health concerns 
 For Janet Maxwell who is still recovering from her procedure in the Health Unit at 

The Terraces of Los Altos 
 For Eileen Conover as she continues to recover from knee surgery at home 
 For Sarah and Dan Buttry, who are now in Israel teaching and working 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, 

peace, wisdom, healing 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 



Ongoing: 
 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, with health concerns 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter with neurological problems 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gottestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Own and Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT, FEBRUARY 22, 2014 
 

“Alive in a Global Uprising: A New Identity” 
 

Readings for the week: Matthew 5:1-16. 
 
Devotional Moment - February 18 
By Reverend Holly V. Bean 
  
In Lent, we sometimes feel we must challenge ourselves to acts of self-denial, giving up 
a habit or a pleasure of some kind. I wonder if the season might be just as meaningful if 
we were to deepen certain practices of prayer or study instead. In that spirit, this 
biblical passage and the prayer that follows are offered for your reflection. 
  



 
Matthew 5:1-12 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will    be filled. 
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
  
A Prayer for Lent 
  
The pushing and shoving of the world is endless. We are pushed and shoved and we do 
our fair share of pushing and shoving in our great anxiety. And in the middle of that 
you have set down your beloved suffering son who was like a sheep led to slaughter 
who opened not his mouth. We seem not able, so we ask you to create the spaces in our 
life where we may ponder his suffering and your summons for us to suffer with him, 
suspecting that suffering is the only way to come to newness. 
 
So we pray for your church in these Lenten days, when we are driven to denial- not to 
notice the suffering, not to engage it, not to acknowledge it. 
 
So be that way of truth among us that we should not deceive ourselves. 
 
That we shall see that loss is indeed our gain. We give you thanks for that mystery from 
which we live.   Amen. 
  
In anticipation of reading I Samuel 8/ 2000, By Walter Brueggemann from Awed to 
Heaven, Rooted in Earth, Fortress Press, 2003. 
 
 
 
 



NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 
 
As noted above, I will be touring with the Choral Project in central and southern 
California this weekend.  I am delighted to welcome the Rev. Dave Robinson to our 
pulpit.  As lead chaplain with CIC, he has been with us before. He will preach and also 
lead Adult Spiritual Formation, taking us deeper into the ministry the chaplains do in 
our county jails.  Please come out to support him and hear about the important work of 
CIC. 
 
In this Lenten season, Brian McLaren invites us to be “Alive in a Global Uprising.”  The 
Lenten texts are from the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7.  This week we begin with 
the Beatitudes.  It just so happens that today’s Lenten meditation from the American 
Baptist Minister’s Council was on this text, so I am sharing it above.  On this Ash 
Wednesday, Marcus Borg, of blessed memory, reminds us that Lent and Easter are 
“about following Jesus from death through resurrection.”  This is a journey that 
promises a global uprising as we move ever toward that new creation that is the 
beloved community of God. 
 
Come Sunday at 10:00 AM; stay for Adult Spiritual Formation and bring some others 
along to share the day. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.     
 
Pastor Rick    
 

TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE! 
1 Peter 2:9-10 
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