
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
February 25, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: “No one lights a lamp in order to hide it behind the door: the purpose of 
light is to create more light, to open people's eyes, to reveal the marvels around.”  

Paulo Coelho 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, February 26 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery 
Cafe, 3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are 
invited to join. 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, February 26 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  
New voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 SUNDAY, March 1, 10 AM, Worship and Sunday School for Children and Youth: 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: A New Path to Aliveness,” Doug Davidson preaching.  
11:30 AM, Adult Spiritual Formation, “What to Do about Bullying,” Pastor Rick 
leading, an extension of our earlier discussions about nonviolence and peacemaking. 
 

 SUNDAY BRUNCH, May 1, 12:45 PM. “Anyone and everyone is welcome to come 
lunch with our church family.  It will be right after Adult Spiritual Forum. I have 
made the reservation at the Olive Garden for our group.  I booked it for 15 people. 
 If you are joining us, please let me know.  Melanie – melanieramirez@att.net or (408) 
774-0374.” 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday March 3, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, March 4, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast 
House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are 
welcome. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 FROM ELEANOR SATTERLEE AND THE CONGREGATIONAL LIFE TASK 
TEAM:  Many opportunities are available to assist with hospitality needs during 
the month of MARCH.  Please consider offering to be a Host on a Sunday Morning 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/566.Paulo_Coelho
mailto:melanieramirez@att.net


during Lent or during Holy Week. Join Laura Garcia and Alan Plessinger who have 
each offered to assist or to host two Sunday mornings, one each in early March. The 
Congregational Life Task Team has opportunities for visiting others as well as 
assisting the team with special events.  Please contact Lois Ville and/or other 
members of the task team for specific information. 
 

  
SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR FEBRUARY. 
Our Special Offering this month will be directed to 
support the work of the Correctional Institutions 
Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County (C.I.C.) C.I.C. is 
a non-profit corporation founded in 1962 that 
operates with the local governmental agencies 
involved with corrections work. The ministry works 
directly with the men, women, boys and girls 
incarcerated in our county jails and juvenile 
facilities.  The funding for this ministry comes from 
Santa Clara County, individuals, and through the 
support of churches such as ours.  Just as Jesus 

ministered to those in prison, we can do likewise with our financial giving. “I was in 
prison, and you visited me.” Matthew 25:36b.  To date we have received $371 toward 
our goal of $500. 
 
 
 
The MARCH SPECIAL 
OFFERING is the annual 
America for Christ offering 
presented by the American 
Baptist Home Mission Societies.  The theme this year, “Discipleship: A Journey of 
Grace, “ based on Titus 2:11-13,  is a wonderful reminder that Jesus’ public ministry was 
all about connecting and caring for people in need. On each day of his journey, the 
compassion of Jesus was felt by someone else…We should live to love because true 
freedom in Christ enables us to do so by the power of the Spirit in our life. The 
outworking of God’s grace will be seen most often during difficult times. God’s grace is 
being manifested in our lives as we gladly seek to help others carry their burdens. …”  
The America for Christ Offering allows us to help others in their journeys through life 
in a large number of ways.  Please help support our church to meet our goal of $850. 
 



REFRIGERATOR NEEDED BY SALVADORAN  REFUGEE FAMILY 
 

GIVE DONATIONS FOR PRE-SCHOOL, ELEMENARY SCHOOL & COMMUNITY  
For SBSC Delegation members to take to El Salvador in early March: 

children’s picture books in Spanish, puzzles, soccer balls  
school supplies for teachers and children and learning toys 

 
Please bring by to a Palo Alto address by Saturday, February 28.  

 
WONDERFUL CENTRAL AMERICAN WORKERS CAN HELP IN MANY WAYS! 

childcare  *  eldercare  *  gardening  *  cleaning  *  professional painting  *  roof repair  *  
gutter cleaning  *  personal assistance  *  Spanish Lessons  *  moving  *  carpentry 

 
Call South Bay Sanctuary Covenant Information at (650) 494-8340 for: 

 Refrigerator pick-up, to schedule a worker, and address for donations to El Salvador 
 

IN THE WORLD 
  

WHAT WE CAN DO ABOUT ISIS 
Jim Somerville, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Richmond, VA 

February 12, 2015 
 

At one point on my recent trip to the Middle East an 
Army chaplain said to me with tears in his eyes, “We 
are at the beginning of something like the Protestant 
Reformation, and Father Nabil Haddad is like Martin 
Luther.” 
 
Father Nabil Haddad is the Catholic priest who invited 
six of us to World Interfaith Harmony Week in Amman, 
February 1-7. For several years now Father Nabil has 
been working with Episcopal priest Bill Sachs, who 
convenes our interfaith group in Richmond, and he 
and Bill agreed that it would be good for us to have 
this experience. Apparently our group is something of 
a novelty–Muslims, Christians, and Jews who not only 
“dialogue” about the serious business of interfaith 
relations, but who also eat together, travel together, 
and sometimes, just for fun, bowl together. Father 
Nabil wanted to see that for himself, and also wanted 
his colleagues here in Jordan to see it. 

 
And so he invited us to his house for dinner, where we were greeted by his wife and adult 
children (“Wait a minute. Wife and children? Didn’t you say he was a Catholic priest?” Yes, 
he is. A Melkite Catholic priest, which is closer to Greek Orthodox than Roman Catholic, and 
yet in full communion with the worldwide Catholic Church). His children were perfect hosts 
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(I got the feeling they’d had some practice), and his wife had cooked the entire meal we 
enjoyed, and we enjoyed it entirely. 
 
Along with our delegation Nabil had invited a half-dozen US Army chaplains he’s become 
acquainted with. This was a surprise to us, but we’re learning that with Father Nabil you 
have to be ready for almost anything. The chaplains turned out to be terrific guys and one 
of them identified himself to me as a Southern Baptist pastor from Washington state. 
 
As we were getting to know each other our conversation was interrupted by the news that 
the Jordanian pilot being held by ISIS had been executed, and in the most horrific way 
imaginable. Someone asked Father Nabil if he would lead us in prayer, and we all stood and 
joined hands while he prayed for the family of this pilot, and for the country of Jordan, and 
for peace in the Middle East. 
 
For the rest of the evening this tragic news was the topic of conversation. We ate dinner 
with the television on, and at one point Father Nabil got a call asking if he could come and 
make an appearance on national television. That’s when I got into a conversation with the 
chaplain who told me that Nabil was like Martin Luther. 
 
It surprised me, coming from him, because in the course of conversation I learned that he 
was a Mormon, and I felt my spine stiffen just a little bit. I can talk to Muslims and Jews. I 
can even talk to Episcopalians (smile). But here was someone who was not exactly 
“orthodox,” if you know what I mean: someone whose religion was just enough different 
from my own that all I could see were the differences and all I could feel was an urge to 
distance myself. 
 
But I stayed with it. I kept on talking with him. And then he said that remarkable thing, with 
tears in his eyes, and it made me look at him in a different way: as a fellow human being, 
certainly, but as someone who was also looking for peace in the world and between our 
warring religions. 
 
Like me. 
 
That’s been my experience over and over on this trip, as I ride on the tour bus beside a 
Muslim imam, and talk with my Jewish rabbi roommate after the lights have gone out at 
night: I’ve been seeing all the ways in which we are like each other on the human level, but 
also in our desire to see that day when all of God’s children can live in peace. Father Nabil 
said, “When my Jordanian friends see you–Muslim, Christian, Jew–eating together, traveling 
together, laughing together…I think they are very jealous! You are setting an example for 
us.” That doesn’t mean my interfaith group is trying to create “one world religion.” Not at 
all. In fact we are finding that the more passionately we embrace our own religious 
identities–as Christians, Jews, and Muslims–the more we are able to respect and appreciate 
each other’s religions. And what is central to each of them is a love for God and neighbor. 
 
Which makes it clear that ISIS is not Islamic. 
 
When ISIS killed that Jordanian pilot (a faithful Muslim) it let the world know that its agenda 
is not Islam vs. Christianity; its agenda is to gain control through fear, and it doesn’t care 
who it kills in order to achieve that goal.* But suppose that instead of eyeing each other 
with suspicion the world’s religions joined hands and prayed–for the end of ISIS, the end of 
extremism, the end of fear? 
 



That’s what we did in Father Nabil’s living room. I joined hands with a circle of friends that 
included a rabbi, an imam, a Catholic priest, a Baptist minister, and a Mormon chaplain, and 
we prayed together for an end to the kind of violence and hatred that could do such a thing 
to another human being. We did it in part because Father Nabil believes this is the only way 
to achieve peace in the world–for the many religions to stop arguing with each other and 
join hands in prayer to the One who would love to see his children come together… 
…in peace. 
_________________________ 
*When Ammar Amonette, the imam who was traveling with us, heard what ISIS had done 
to the Jordanian pilot he said, “This is not Islam.  The Quran does not allow this kind of 
killing.” 
 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy:  Fred Hillier and Elizabeth Ramirez (March 4) 
 Thelma Parodi in anticipation of a visit from her daughter, Lee, in March 
 For Ra Amen and his ministry to us and to the Santa Clara County Jails 
 Pastor Rick for a great Choral Project tour to southern California 
 Charlie Clark for the pictures Jin Chin took of the memorial service and for everyone 

who helped to celebrate Ruth’s life 
 
Concerns – New: 

 Thelma Parodi for her son whose friend died recently 
 Carolyn Shepard for Barbara Hing whose father-in-law is very ill 
 Chip Clark for Charlie Clark and the family and friends of Ruth Sawyer Clark 

whose ashes were scattered on Friday after here service on Thursday 
 Pastor Rick for his sister, Joan, who is hospitalized with multiple health concerns 
 For Janet Maxwell who is still recovering from her procedure in the Health Unit at 

The Terraces of Los Altos 
 For Eileen Conover as she continues to recover from knee surgery at home 
 For Sarah and Dan Buttry, who are now in Egypt teaching and working 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, 

peace, wisdom, healing 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of the American Baptist Home Mission Societies 

 
Ongoing: 

 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, with health concerns 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter with neurological problems 



 For Bengta and Gunnar Gottestam as they live with long term of effects of his 
Parkinson’s 

 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 
visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 

 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Own and Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT, FEBRUARY 29, 2014 
 

“Alive in a Global Uprising:  A New Path to Aliveness” 
 

Readings for the week: Matthew 5:1-16. 
 
“She’s the salt of the earth!” It was a common blessing in my grandmother’s mouth, 
she would say it of a neighbor who was dependable in shouldering tasks, in helping 
people out.  My grandfather used that blessing for men he could rely on, the sort who 
help you out in a pinch, the neighbor who comes over to help you finish the shoveling, 
the kind who stand up at Meeting and volunteer to do things for the town.  They said it 
with a special tone I remember still, and the people they described that way are the 
folks I like best in all the world. 
 
Salt, essential to life, part of every cell in our bodies and part of the cells of all living 
things, was mined in ancient times, a precious commodity left in the earth by seas long 
dead and gone.  And we humans, who evolved from creatures in the sea, remember 



that connection in our need for salt.  Now inexpensive, salt was prized and pricey until 
modern times, the mining of it made empires rich while working slaves to death in 
Jesus’ day.  At great banquets, distinction was made between those who sat above and 
below the salt, a notable dish on the table.  Orthodox churches include salt in the 
baptismal liturgy, pouring some on the wet infant with the words, “May you be preserved 
for eternal life.” 
 
When Jesus speaks this name in the Sermon on the Mount, he is implying that kind of 
precious worth, not merely an ordinary blessing.  And far more important, he is not 
naming the same people my grandparents named with these words.  Jesus is continuing 
to speak to those he has named in the Beatitudes – to the poor, the grieving, the humble, 
to those hungering and thirsting for justice, the merciful, the peacemakers, the 
persecuted and reviled. 
 
Because we are all, at times, in most of these painful situations, and because we do 
sometimes choose to make peace and be merciful, we are all the salt of the earth.  But 
not for our doing of good deeds.  For our pain, our poverty, and our peacefulness. 
 
Perhaps Protestants have the hardest time accepting this precept, a teaching of Luther:  
salvation by grace alone.  Those to whom Jesus offers the name Salt are those who have 
been stripped bare, who know that only grace can save them now. Salvation cannot be 
earned, but is grace given, it is not good living, it is mercy. The wisdom of sacraments, 
which rely on mystery and humility, seems to hold this well, as Julian of Norwich 
wrote: …a small thing, in the palm of my hand, that is all the world…and I asked, how can it 
survive?...and the answer came, It survives because God loves it. (Nancy Rockwell, “Salt and 
Light, February 1, 2014” biteintheapple.com). 
 
Prayer: O God of light, your searching Spirit reveals and illumines your presence in creation. 
Shine your radiant holiness into our lives, that we may offer our hands and hearts to your work: 
to heal and shelter, to feed and clothe, to break every yoke and silence evil tongues. Amen. 
 

NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 
 
The Choral Project had a wonderful time on our brief tour to southern California, 
including the lovely experience of rain along the way.  Some of you came to our “get 
away” concert at Los Altos United Methodist Church on Friday.  Saturday night we 
sang in a beautiful Catholic church in Visalia; Sunday afternoon in a charming little 
Episcopal Church in Los Olivos and Monday night in the large Episcopal church in 
Palm Desert (where Gerald Ford’s memorial service was held.)  We were well received 



by good audiences in all venues and it was a joy to travel and make music with my 
fellow choristers.  Thanks to Ra Amen and Doug and everyone who “held the fort” last 
Sunday.  It is not too late to give a gift in support of CIC ministries in Santa Clara jails. 
 
This week we will continue our Lenten journey into “Adventures in Global Uprising.”  
The texts that Brian McLaren is giving us from the “Sermon on the Mount” are indeed 
revolutionary, if read and practiced with open eyes and ears, hearts and minds.  Jesus 
tells his followers that we are “salt of the earth” and “light to the world.”  These are 
both foundational and transformative claims.  How do they apply to us as 
contemporary followers of the Christ?  Doug will be preaching this Sunday and we will 
celebrate communion.   
 
In Adult Spiritual Formation we will consider the question of “what to do about 
bullying.”  When we focused on peace and peacemaking last fall, several of you asked 
that we explore this more deeply, especially around issues of bullying and just war.  So 
Sunday we will have one of those discussions. 
 
Come at 10:00 AM and stay for Adult Spiritual Formation.  Then join us for 
brunch/lunch at Olive Garden at 12:45 PM.  Bring some others along to share the day. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.     
 
Pastor Rick    
 

TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE! 
1 Peter 2:9-10 
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