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Words to Consider: “Immediately after the model prayer [The Lord’s Prayer], Jesus adds a 
reminder that God isn’t interested in creating a forgiveness market where people come and 
acquire cheap forgiveness for themselves.  God is interested in creating a whole forgiveness 
economy – where forgiveness is freely received and freely given, unleashing waves of 
reconciliation in our world that is so ravaged by waves of resentment and revenge.” 

Brian McLaren, We Make the Road by Walking 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, March 4, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast 
House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are 
welcome. 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, March 5 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  New 
voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 DAY LIGHT SAVINGS – Don’t forget to “Spring Forward” Saturday night, March 
7.  Set your clocks one hour ahead! 

 
 SUNDAY, March 8, 10 AM, Worship and Sunday School for Children and Youth: 

“Alive in a Global Uprising: Your Secret Life,” Pastor Rick preaching.  11:30 AM, 
Adult Spiritual Formation, “Is there room in Christianity for ‘Just War Theory?’” 
Pastor Rick leading, an extension of our earlier discussions about nonviolence and 
peacemaking.  We will be using Walter Wink’s, The Powers that Be: Theology for a New 
Millennium, as a resource. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday March 10, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR FEBRUARY was for the Correctional 
Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County (CIC).  To date we have received $476 
toward our goal of $500. 

 



 The MARCH SPECIAL 
OFFERING is the annual 
America for Christ offering 
presented by the American 
Baptist Home Mission Societies.  The theme this year, “Discipleship: A Journey of 
Grace, “ based on Titus 2:11-13,  is a wonderful reminder that Jesus’ public ministry was 
all about connecting and caring for people in need. On each day of his journey, the 
compassion of Jesus was felt by someone else…We should live to love because true 
freedom in Christ enables us to do so by the power of the Spirit in our life. The 
outworking of God’s grace will be seen most often during difficult times. God’s grace is 
being manifested in our lives as we gladly seek to help others carry their burdens. …”  
The America for Christ Offering allows us to help others in their journeys through life 
in a large number of ways.  We have received $210 toward our goal of $850. 

 
 FROM ELEANOR SATTERLEE AND THE CONGREGATIONAL LIFE TASK 

TEAM:  Many opportunities are available to assist with hospitality needs during 
the month of MARCH.  Please consider offering to be a Host on a Sunday Morning 
during Lent or during Holy Week. Join Laura Garcia and Alan Plessinger who have 
each offered to assist or to host two Sunday mornings, one each in early March. The 
Congregational Life Task Team has opportunities for visiting others as well as 
assisting the team with special events.  Please contact Lois Ville and/or other 
members of the task team for specific information. 

 
IN THE WORLD 

 
“OF GOD’S AND MEN” – AND ISIS 

 
Dear friends, 
 
Sharon and I watched "Of Gods and Men" last 
night, the story of the monks of Tibehirine, 
Algeria who were martyred during the war in 
1996. (I'd seen it before in a jet-lag haze on an 
airplane; it was Sharon's first time to see it--the 
movie is in French.) It is a moving story of life 
and death, of love, struggle, faith, and courage. 
Their witness is a faithful alternative response to 
Islamic extremism rather than the fear, 
Islamophobia, hate, and enemy-creation that is 
going on around us.  
 
I wrote about Christian de Charge on Read The Spirit and in "Interfaith Heroes." 
(http://www.readthespirit.com/interfaith-peacemakers/christian-de-cherge/)   De Charge's 
final letter home, released after his death, is one of the most beautiful testaments I've ever 
read. The movie ends with selections from the letter, which concludes with a note to his 



killer:  "And to you, too, my friend of the last moment, who will not know what you are 
doing.  Yes, for you, too, I wish this thank-you, this "A-Dieu," whose image is in you also, 
that we may meet in heaven, like happy thieves, if it pleases God, our common Father.  
Amen!  Insha Allah!"  If you want a fuller read about the story, I recommend John W. 
Kiser's "The Monks of Tibhirine:  Faith, Love, and Terror in Algeria." 
 
On our recent 2 months in the Middle East Sharon and I were in a constant context of the 
violence of the Islamic State.  We had to change travel plans in Lebanon one day because of 
an ISIS incursion that left 8 Lebanese soldiers dead.  We had students from Syria and Iraq 
whose homes had been destroyed in the wars.  The Jordanian pilot's death by burning 
stirred up so many in the region.  Then the 21 Egyptian Christians were beheaded in Libya 
by IS just as we flew into Egypt.  We preached at a church where some of the members 
were from the community of those folks and had just returned from comforting the families. 
 
What should we do?  More violence?  That seems to be the only answer that the U.S. 
knows.  Our invasion of Iraq led directly to the on-going chaos of the region.  Our 
supposedly surgical drone strikes kill so many civilians that they have contributed to 
growing hostility in Pakistan and destabilization of Yemen.  Peacemakers need to be like 
good football (a.k.a. soccer) players--you don't go to where the ball is but where it will be.  
We need to not be reactive, especially with the near-sighted and narrow-minded 24-hour 
news cycle that fills so much of our media.  Instead we need to do the long-range hard work 
of building the things that make for peace:  Working for gender justice and the 
empowerment of women, building inter-religious connections and understanding, teaching 
nonviolence and conflict transformation especially with religious roots, supporting grass-
roots reconciliation initiatives (and they are there!), and praying for one another and our 
enemies. 
 
Peace, 
Dan Buttry 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy:  Fred Hillier and Elizabeth Ramirez (March 4), Reese Probst (March 8), 
Sachiko Berry (March 9) 

 Thelma Parodi in anticipation of a visit from her daughter, Lee, in March 
 Dan Cudworth for the celebration of Laurie’s mother’s, Charlotte, 90th birthday 

 
Concerns – New: 

 Tuttles for their daughter, Jennifer Mellinger, who had surgery this week in Carmel, 
Indiana 

 For Marcia Patton’s father who is now in hospice care 
 For Jan Gunderson’s mother who is hospitalized in Bend, Oregon 
 Thelma Parodi for her son whose friend died recently 
 Carolyn Shepard for Eileen Conover who is recovering from her knee surgery but 

had a bout of flu 



 Chip Clark for Charlie Clark and the family and friends of Ruth Sawyer Clark 
whose ashes were scattered on Friday after here service on Thursday 

 Pastor Rick for his sister, Joan, who is hospitalized with multiple health concerns 
 For Janet Maxwell who is still recovering from her procedure in the Health Unit at 

The Terraces of Los Altos 
 For Eileen Conover as she continues to recover from knee surgery at home 
 For Sharon and Dan Buttry, who are now in Egypt teaching and working 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, 

peace, wisdom, healing 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of the American Baptist Home Mission Societies 

 
Ongoing: 

 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, with health concerns 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter with neurological problems 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Own and Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 

 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 8, 2014 
 

“Alive in a Global Uprising: Your Secret Life” 
 

Readings for the week: Matthew 6:1-18. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 

In the Episcopal order of worship, the priest sometimes introduces the Lord's Prayer 
with the words, "Now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say..." The 
word bold is worth thinking about. We do well not to pray the prayer lightly. It takes 
guts to pray it at all. We can pray it in the unthinking and perfunctory way we usually 
do only by disregarding what we are saying. 
 
"Thy will be done" is what we are saying. That is the climax of the first half of the 
prayer. We are asking God to be God. We are asking God to do not what we want, but 
what God wants. We are asking God to make manifest the holiness that is now mostly 
hidden, to set free in all its terrible splendor the devastating power that is now mostly 
under restraint. "Thy kingdom come . . . on earth" is what we are saying. And if that 
were suddenly to happen, what then? What would stand and what would fall? Who 
would be welcomed in and who would be thrown the hell out? Which if any of our 
most precious visions of what God is and of what human beings are would prove to be 
more or less on the mark and which would turn out to be phony as three-dollar bills? 
Boldness indeed. To speak those words is to invite the tiger out of the cage, to unleash a 
power that makes atomic power look like a warm breeze. 
 
You need to be bold in another way to speak the second half. Give us. Forgive us. Don't 
test us. Deliver us. If it takes guts to face the omnipotence that is God's, it takes perhaps 
no less to face the impotence that is ours. We can do nothing without God. We can have 
nothing without God. Without God we are nothing. 
 
It is only the words "Our Father" that make the prayer bearable. If God is indeed 
something like a father, then as something like children maybe we can risk approaching 
him anyway. (Frederick Buechner, “Lord’s Prayer,” frederickbuechner.com). 
 
Prayer: O God, you delight not in pomp and show, but in a humble and contrite heart. 
Overturn our love of worldly possessions and fix our hearts more firmly on you, that, having 
nothing, we may yet possess everything, a treasure stored up for us in heaven. Amen. 

 



NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 
 
On our journey through Lent, Brian McLaren is challenging us with some of the most 
important and difficult texts in the New Testament.  The “Sermon on the Mount” sets 
high standards for living at the same time it invites us into the Beloved Community of 
God.  As we were reading Matthew 5:17-48 on Tuesday, Thelma Parodi asked, 
“Where’s the grace in this?” – a fair question.  It’s a good thing that we are taking time 
to explore the entire compendium known as “The Sermon the Mount” this Lent.  By the 
time we are finished I think we will find more than enough grace to go around. 
 
Sunday’s text from Matthew 6 focuses on the practice of prayer and includes “The 
Lord’s Prayer.”  Many sermons have been preached and many volumes written on the 
topic of prayer in general and “The Lord’s Prayer” specifically.  What is prayer for you?  
Though there are numerous paths to prayer, it seems to me we might agree that prayer 
is that which brings us closer to God, which supports and enlarges that sacred 
relationship.  Routine ritual may not bring us very close at all while moments of 
complete surprise may lift the veil to the Holy One.  One thing Jesus is clear about is 
that prayer must be engaged in humility.   
 
For the rest of the Lenten season, Adult Spiritual Formation will focus on The Powers 
that Be: Theology for a New Millennium by Walter Wink.  This book is a consolidation of 
material from his trilogy on theology and power and gives unique insight into the 
practice of nonviolent resistance as the Christian’s call to confront conflict. 
  
Come at 10:00 AM and stay for Adult Spiritual Formation.  Bring some others along to 
share the day. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.     
 
Pastor Rick    
 

TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 


