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Words to Consider: “After anxiety, Jesus moves to a second core problem we all face.  Anxious 
people are judgmental people.  Worried that someone is judging them, they constantly judge 
others, which, of course, intensifies the environment of judgment for everyone.  Just as anxiety 
quickly becomes contagious and creates an anxiety-driven system, judgment easily creates 
accusatory systems in which no one can rest, no one can be himself or herself, no one can feel 
free.” 

Brian McLaren, We Make the Road by Walking 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, March 12 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  
New voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 CONGREGATIONAL CARE TASK TEAM meets Friday, March 13 at 2:00PM in 
the Parlor. 
 

 SUNDAY, March 15, 10 AM, Worship and Sunday School for Children and Youth: 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: Why We Worry, Why We Judge,” Pastor Rick 
preaching. 11:30 AM, Adult Spiritual Formation, Pastor Rick leading, an extension 
of our earlier discussions about nonviolence and peacemaking.  We will be using 
Walter Wink’s, The Powers that Be: Theology for a New Millennium, as a resource. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday March 17, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, March 18, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast 
House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are 
welcome. 
 

 BAPTISTS LUNCHING TOGETHER, Wednesday, March 18, Noon, Grand Lake 
Gardens in Oakland – Don Ng, President of the ABX-USA and Pastor of First 
Chinese Baptist Church in San Francisco.  Lunch is 10.00. For reservations contact 
Joan Thatcher, (510) 350‐7008. If you would like a ride let Pastor Rick know. 
 



 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, 5:00 PM, Thursday, March 19 in the Parlor. 
 

 SPIRE DEADLINE, Monday, March 23. 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, March 26 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery Cafe, 
3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are invited to 
join. 
 
 The MARCH SPECIAL 
OFFERING is the annual 
America for Christ 
offering presented by the 
American Baptist Home Mission Societies.  The theme this year, “Discipleship: A 
Journey of Grace, “ based on Titus 2:11‐13,  is a wonderful reminder that Jesus’ 
public ministry was all about connecting and caring for people in need. On each day 
of his journey, the compassion of Jesus was felt by someone else…We should live to 
love because true freedom in Christ enables us to do so by the power of the Spirit in 
our life. The outworking of God’s grace will be seen most often during difficult 
times. God’s grace is being manifested in our lives as we gladly seek to help others 
carry their burdens. …”  The America for Christ Offering allows us to help others in 
their journeys through life in a large number of ways.  We have received $355 
toward our goal of $850. 
 

IN THE WORLD 
 

FROM BREAD FOR THE WORLD 

 

 

I recently traveled to East 
Africa to learn how 
international development 
policies in Washington, D.C., 
such as Feed the Future, 
impact and improve people’s 
lives on the ground in Uganda 
and Tanzania.  
 
A powerful takeaway from the 
trip is that women are truly 
the chief agents the world 
relies on to fight hunger. But 
we need more women to be 
empowered.  
 
That’s the message of our 2015 Hunger Report. And in celebration of Women's 

http://act.bread.org/site/R?i=S37ryvK2K9vuAdNF0EUB9Q


 

History Month, we’ve launched a new video that explains why - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uxpy8dqFr8U 
 
Almost 60 percent of the world’s 805 million chronically malnourished people 
are women and girls. But if they are among the most vulnerable to hunger, 
they are also the best solution to the problem of hunger. The majority of the 
dramatic reduction in child malnutrition made in the developing world over the 
past few decades is due to improvements in the status of women. For instance, 
providing girls with just one extra year of schooling can increase individual 
wages by up to 20 percent.  
upporting Feed the Future can also empower women. It is a proven 
development program that can help the United States invest in women in 
agriculture worldwide. Contact your members of Congress and urge them 
to support upcoming Feed the Future legislation to improve global food 
security and better combat chronic hunger and malnutrition.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 

Beth Ann Saracco  
Policy Analyst, Bread for the World 
 
P.S. Visit HungerReport.org to read the full report and explore interactive 
data tools that explain the crucial role of women in ending hunger. 

 

  

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy:  Mary Granholm (March 13), Carl Schilling (March 14) 
 Chip Clark brought greetings form the Towners whom he had visited  
 For the Spiridon family as Grace gave birth to twins on Thursday 
 For Janet Maxwell who has returned to her apartment as she continues to recover  

 
Concerns – New: 

 Lynn Hunwick remembering Bloody Sunday and the Selma March on the 50th anniversary, 
both celebrating the multiculturalism of the Bay Area sorrowing over the work yet to be 
done on racial justice 

 Melanie Ramirez for Harlow, a kindergartener at her school with a brain tumor 
 Tuttles for their daughter, Jennifer Mellinger, who had surgery this week in Carmel, Indiana 
 For the family and friends of Marcia Patton’s father who died on Thursday 
 For Jan Gunderson’s mother who is hospitalized in Bend, Oregon 
 Pastor Rick for his sister, Joan, who is hospitalized with multiple health concerns 
 For Eileen Conover as she continues to recover from knee surgery at home 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 

http://act.bread.org/site/R?i=fYc82LM-6lj0s8RKDmWVAQ
http://act.bread.org/site/R?i=CKiRw8pG5E1HrCxpXyBu7A
http://act.bread.org/site/R?i=dc76klmRbHREIn1Am57l1g


 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, peace, 
wisdom, healing 

 For the work of the American Baptist Home Mission Societies 
 

Ongoing: 
 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, with health concerns 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter with neurological problems 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with long term of effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to visit, please 

schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Own and Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in Oregon with 

their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well‐being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 15, 2014 

 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: Why We Worry, Why We Judge” 

 
Readings for the week: Matthew 6:1‐19 ‐ 7:12. 
 
I don't think it's just me. I think we live in an incredibly anxious culture. The evening 
news certainly depends upon worries at home and abroad to attract viewers. 
Commercials are constantly inviting us to worry about one more thing ‐‐ usually about 
ourselves! ‐‐ the sponsored product should supposedly solve. More and more houses 
seem to sport home security signs in their front lawns. And whenever I go to the airport 
I'm greeted outside by an electronic sign that reads, "See Suspicious Activity ‐‐ Call 1‐
800...) and inside by an ominous voice informing me that, "The threat level, as 
determined by the Office for Homeland Security, is Orange." (I don't even know what 



"orange" is, but I'm betting it's not good.) And there it is: everywhere you turn, 
everywhere you look, there are visible reminders of just how much there is to worry 
about. 
 
So how in the world, then, can Jesus possibly ask us ‐‐ really, command us! ‐‐ not to 
worry? 
 
Wait a second, though. Did you notice that today's passage doesn't start with the 
injunction about worry? No, it's starts with an assertion that we cannot serve two 
masters, both God and money. If we try, Jesus says, we'll end up loving one and hating 
the other. So what's the connection? Well, notice that Jesus doesn't say money is evil, or 
even bad, just that it makes a poor master. Actually, the word in Greek is kurios, often 
translated "lord." The lord is the one who demands and deserves your loyalty, 
allegiance, and worship. (Which, by the way, explains the courageous and treasonous 
nature of the earliest Christian confession, "Christ is Lord" in a world where the more 
expected confession was, "Caesar is Lord.") 
 
So why can't we give our allegiance and worship to money? Because to do so is to fall 
prey to the larger worldview that crowns money lord in the first place: scarcity. Again, 
the issue isn't money per se; the problem comes when we make money our god ‐‐ that 
thing, as Luther once observed, which we trust for our every good. Once we believe 
that money can satisfy our deepest needs, then we suddenly discover that we never 
have enough. Money, after all, is finite. And so once we decide money grants security, 
then we are ushered immediately into a world of counting, tracking, and stock piling. 
No wonder we worry ‐ in a world of scarcity, there is simply never enough. 
 
The alternative Jesus invites us to consider is entering into relationship with God, the 
God who is infinite and whose love for us and all creation is infinite as well. Love 
operates from a different "economy" than money. I mean, when our second child came 
along, I didn't divide my love for our first child between the two, I suddenly had more 
love, more than I could possibly have imagined before. No doubt you've noticed the 
same thing: how the more love you give away, the more you have. Love ‐‐ and 
especially God's love ‐‐ cannot be counted, tracked or stockpiled. And when you live in 
this kind of relationship of love and trust, you've entered into the realm of abundance, 
the world of possibility, the world of contentment. Suddenly, in this world ‐‐ Jesus calls 
it the "kingdom of God" ‐‐ not worrying actually becomes an option. (David Lose, 
“Picture This,” 2‐20‐2011, workingpreacher.org). 
 



Prayer: God of tender care, like a mother you never forget your children, but comfort and quiet 
those who are restless and fearful; like a father you know already what we need. In all our 
anxiety, give us the spirit of trust; in all our worry, give us faithful hearts; that in confidence 
and calm we may seek the kingdom of Christ where your holy will of peace and justice has been 
made known. Amen. 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
Several more familiar challenges from the Sermon on the Mount this week.  Brian 
McLaren organizes them around three themes – anxiety, judgment and love.  Jesus 
warns against getting caught up the first two since our lives and our living ought to be 
grounded in love – love for God, for neighbor, for self.  The foundation of this love is 
God who, in the end, embraces and cares for us as if we were her children.  And, come 
to think of it, we are!  What difference might this understanding make to our Lenten 
journey?  What if what we gave up for Lent is anxiety and judgment, so that we might 
center our lives more fully in the love of God? 
 
In Adult Spiritual Formation we will continue to explore nonviolent resistance, drawing 
on The Powers that Be: Theology for a New Millennium by Walter Wink.  Hugh Satterlee 
has challenged us to place ourselves earlier in the parable of the Good Samaritan.  We 
come upon the robbery in progress.  Do we turn our backs, scurrying away? Do we take 
up sticks and stones and attack the robbers? Or is there a “third way,” a way of 
nonviolent resistance?  Give it some thought and bring your response to class on 
Sunday. 
  
Come at 10:00 AM and stay for Adult Spiritual Formation.  Bring some others along to 
share the day. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.     
 
Pastor Rick    
 

TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 


