
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
March 18, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: “God does not meet us in formulas, mere doctrines, special spiritual 
methods, and strong moralisms nearly as much as God meets us in reality--as it offers itself hour 
by hour. Is this not truly "our daily bread"? The Word (the theory, the theology) became "flesh" 
because words can't get you there, only experience can. 

Richard Rohr 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, 5:00 PM, Thursday, March 19 in the Parlor. 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, March 19 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  
New voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 7:30 PM, Peninsula Peace and Justice Center presents 
renowned journalist, Robert Scheer in conversation with Aleecia McDonald and 
Paul George about his new book, They Know Everything About You, in our 
Sanctuary. 
 

 SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 9:30 AM, in the Parlor, planning meeting for the 
Evergreen Annual Meeting to be hosted by our church in October of this year. You 
are most welcome to attend if you would like to help with the planning for this 
event or serve on the local arrangements task team. 
 

 SUNDAY, March 22, 10 AM, Worship and Sunday School for Children and Youth: 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: The Choice Is Yours,” Liliana Da Valle preaching. 11:30 
AM, Adult Spiritual Formation, Pastor Rick leading, an extension of our earlier 
discussions about nonviolence and peacemaking.  We are using Walter Wink’s, The 
Powers that Be: Theology for a New Millennium, as a resource. 
 

 SPIRE DEADLINE, Monday, March 23. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday March 24, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 

 

 
 



UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, March 26 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery Cafe, 
3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are invited to 
join. 
 

 In light of recent suicides and need for youth to be supported....Plan to attend a 
FORUM WITH YOUTH in our community, to discuss: Social academic pressure,   
Inclusion and friendship, Dealing with stress, Grieving and dealing with loss, 
Defeating stigma. Friday, March 27, 6:00 PM, Mitchell Park Community Center. For 
more information, contact Dona Smith-Powers donamaysp@sbcglobal.net. 
 
  
The MARCH SPECIAL 
OFFERING is the annual 
America for Christ 
offering presented by the 
American Baptist Home Mission Societies.  The theme this year, “Discipleship: A 
Journey of Grace, “ based on Titus 2:11-13,  is a wonderful reminder that Jesus’ 
public ministry was all about connecting and caring for people in need. On each day 
of his journey, the compassion of Jesus was felt by someone else…We should live to 
love because true freedom in Christ enables us to do so by the power of the Spirit in 
our life. The outworking of God’s grace will be seen most often during difficult 
times. God’s grace is being manifested in our lives as we gladly seek to help others 
carry their burdens. …”  The America for Christ Offering allows us to help others in 
their journeys through life in a large number of ways.  We have received $425 
toward our goal of $850. 
 
 

IN THE WORLD 
 
STATEMENT APPLAUDS AMERICAN BAPTISTS’ CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIVIL RIGHTS 

The Board of General Ministries of the American Baptist Churches USA has approved a 
statement celebrating the role of American Baptists in the civil rights movement, 

recognizing the 50th anniversary of the march in Selma, and affirming that all lives matter. 
By Bob Allen 

BAPTIST NEWS SERVICE, TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2015 
 
A leadership group in the American Baptist Churches USA adopted a statement March 13 
celebrating the role of American Baptists in the civil rights movement and recognizing the 
50th anniversary of the March 1965 five-day march from Selma, Ala., to Montgomery led by 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

mailto:donamaysp@sbcglobal.net
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/encyclopedia/enc_selma_to_montgomery_march/


 
The executive committee of the ABC/USA Board of General Ministries of American Baptist 
Churches, said a March 7 ceremony honoring marchers for voting rights attacked by police 
as they tried to cross the Edmund Pettus Bridge “reminds us that this moral movement for 
justice and equality was birthed in the church from a faith that believes that all are created 
in the image of God and are worthy of love, justice and respect.” 
 “Throughout their history American Baptists have 
been led by the gospel mandates to be directly active 
in the institutions of society to promote holistic and 
healing change,” the statement said. “The tradition of 
social outreach and ministry extends back to the 
enfranchisement and education of freedmen following 
the Civil War, through frontline advocacy of the civil 
rights movement, the empowerment of women in 
church and society, ecological responsibility and the 
many contemporary issues of justice.” 
 
Martin Luther King’s home church, Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, is an American 
Baptist congregation. King was a participant in the Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board 
— which provides insurance and retirement services for American Baptist Churches and 10 
other denominational groups including the four largest historically African-American Baptist 
groups — and his wife and children received support after his assassination on April 4, 
1968. 
 
King graduated from Crozier Theological Seminary, now part of Colgate Rochester Crozer 
Divinity School, where his views on ministry developed in Bible study and theology 
interpreted by Baptist tradition. 
 
King spoke at the 1964 American Baptist Convention meeting in Atlantic City, N.J. An official 
of the American Baptist Home Mission Societies once offered King a job as a consultant, but 
King turned down the offer, saying he had decided to spend more time in the South and 
devote more of his time to the struggle for civil rights. 
King planned to visit Russia under the auspices of the American Baptist Convention but 
decided against it during a tour of India in 1959, fearing it “would have taken on too many 
political connotations.” 
 
The General Board of the American Baptist Churches passed a resolution honoring King’s 
legacy after his birthday became recognized as a national holiday. 
 
“Because of the longstanding commitment to outreach to and fellowship with all persons, 
American Baptist Churches USA today is the most racially inclusive body within 
Protestantism and will within the next few years be comprised of no racial/ethnic majority 
group,” the March 13 executive committee statement declared. 
 
The statement said recent events in Ferguson, Mo., and other incidents “are vivid reminders 
that our journey as a nation to a society free of racism has not yet ended.” 
 
“We affirm today that black lives matter,” the leaders said. “Every life matters. And we call 
again upon our churches to bring forth from the wells of our faith a renewed moral 
movement to end the scourge of racism.” 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

 
Happy Birthday, Mary! 

 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy:  Ann Knechtel (March 19), Grace Spiridon (March  23) 
 Lois Ville for Mary Granholm as we celebrate her birthday on March 13 
 Laurie Cudworth for her father, Jack, who turned 84 on Sunday and for his 

adjustment to his new living environment 
 Chuck Syverson with gratitude to the congregation’s hospitality during their visit 

and for being spiritual partners for Nancy and him 
 

Concerns – New: 
 For Thelma Parodi who is down with a bad cold 
 Chip Clark for his landlady, Carlene, who has a foot amputated and is frightened 

and confused 
 Dona Smith-Powers for all those affected by the recent teen suicides in Palo Alto 
 For Janet Maxwell who has returned to her apartment as she continues to recover  
 Lynn Hunwick remembering Bloody Sunday and the Selma March on the 50th 

anniversary, both celebrating the multiculturalism of the Bay Area sorrowing over 
the work yet to be done on racial justice 



 Melanie Ramirez for Harlow, a kindergartener at her school with a brain tumor 
 Tuttles for their daughter, Jennifer Mellinger, who had surgery this week in Carmel, 

Indiana 
 For the family and friends of Marcia Patton’s father who died recently 
 For Jan Gunderson’s mother, hospitalized in Bend, Oregon, after several strokes 
 Pastor Rick for his sister, Joan, who is now in a nursing home under hospice care 
 For Eileen Conover as she continues to recover from knee surgery at home 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, 

peace, wisdom, healing 
 For the work of the American Baptist Home Mission Societies 

 
Ongoing: 

 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, with health concerns 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter with neurological problems 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Own and Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 
 



 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 22, 2014 

 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: The Choice Is Yours” 

 
Readings for the week: Matthew 7:13-29. 
 
Max De Pree, the well-known businessman and leadership author, is fond of saying that 
beliefs shape practices. If you want to know what you truly believe, you only need to 
examine your behaviors. 
 
What De Pree is getting at is that we all have a set of assumed beliefs, what we think we 
believe. And then we have our real beliefs, which are revealed in our behaviors. A 
person can say, "I believe in truth, it is a core commitment of my life." But in difficult 
circumstances the same person may lie to gain an advantage. Their real belief or core 
value is not truth, it is something else. For Christians in the West we affirm and make 
much of doctrinal statements, views on social justice, poverty, or even what it means to 
be truly spiritual. Our challenge, however, is to align our practices--the behaviors of our 
workaday lives--with our stated beliefs. It seems that this is the same problem that is 
articulated by Jesus here in Matthew. 
 
Matthew 7.21-29 is divided into two parts. The first section, 7.21-23, addresses a 
problem with a specific group. The second, 7.24-29, serves as the conclusion to the first 
great teaching block in Matthew, the Sermon on the Mount (5.1 -- 7.27). In the first 
section, which is an example of the canyon that can exist between saying one thing but 
really meaning and doing something quite different, Jesus offers a provocative 
statement that sharpens the discussion regarding who is truly a disciple. Not everyone 
who says or affirms that Jesus is the risen Lord and Lord of their lives will enter the 
Kingdom of heaven on that future day. It is only those who actually do the will of God 
who will be permitted entry. This sounds very similar to what we read in the Epistle of 
James. In other words, faith without works is dead. For Jesus, it is the manner in which 
life is lived out that demonstrates whether or not someone is honestly one of his people, 
his true disciples. Words, apparently, do not matter that much. 
 
Then Jesus illustrates what he means in v.22. Even though one verbally affirms his 
lordship and does remarkable deeds identical to those Jesus, his disciples and the 
churches of the first century did, namely, prophesying, exorcising demons and other 
deeds of power, they will never spend eternity with God if they are not living the life of 
a disciple as articulated by Jesus. At the great judgment, Jesus will not recognize them 



as his own. This is quite a statement, since very often it is the performance of 
charismatic elements that receives all the attention. 
 
This is a powerful passage that gets at the heart of Jesus' message. To be a follower of 
Jesus means that behaviors and actions--the manner in which we live out our daily 
lives--are the artifacts of the inner life of faith. More to the point, mere words, 
performance of deeds, even miraculous ones done in the name of Jesus, or random 
deeds of mercy will not affect one's eternal destiny. Religiosity will not help either. This 
will no doubt come as a surprise for many. And it raises the question, if these 
charismatic elements that seem to evince an alignment with Jesus and his movement do 
not demonstrate that a person is an insider, then what does? What does indeed? The 
next paragraph offers an answer to this haunting question. 
 
Jesus closes the Sermon on the Mount with the story of two people and the houses they 
have chosen to build. The metaphor of the building to describe a life is particularly 
powerful. One person hears Jesus' words and acts on them, putting them into practice. 
The other hears Jesus' words and doesn't act on them. Two people, two responses to 
Jesus' message. The first person is like a house that has been built on a rock. Its 
foundation is strong and secure and can withstand any assault. The second is like a 
house built on the sand. Its foundation is weak and unstable and will eventually be 
destroyed by the storm. This final story summarizes the entire Sermon on the Mount. 
The message is clear: discipleship occurs in the everyday practices of Jesus' followers. 
Jesus' words here balance the misunderstanding of Paul in today's Christian world that 
can be distorted into a gospel of grace without ethical demand. Jesus is not suggesting 
that a new law replace the old; rather, love for and devotion to God must be 

accompanied by a life that honors God. Or to put it 
another way, becoming a follower of Jesus is to 
decide to become a member of his society and is 
marked by a willingness to live one's life according 
to the values and beliefs of that society. One 
becomes part of the people of God. Jesus' invitation 
is an invitation to an encounter with God and a 
different way of living life. This life will provide not 
only strength in the present to withstand the 

various storms that come our way but also the final great storm that sees us through to 
an eternity with the Lord, to and for whom we have lived a life of devotion. (Richard 
Beaton, “Commentary on Matthew 7:21-29,” 6-1-2008, workingpreacher.org).  
 
Prayer: God With Us, whose unfailing mercy is our refuge even when our broken choices 
corrupt your glorious creation: lead us to the safe haven of righteousness and uphold us on the 



rock of your presence, so that in times of trial we may stand firm, anchored in faith, through 
Christ, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 
 

 
 

NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 
 
Sunday we will welcome to our pulpit, Liliana Da Valle, Interim Pastor at Shellridge 
Community Church and former Executive Minister of the Rhode Island region.  Her 
text is Hebrews 4:14-16 and her title is “With Bold Determination.” So, we will be away 
from our journey with Brian McLaren this week, but you can read above about the 
theme and scripture from his book with an attached commentary.  This concludes our 
consideration of the Sermon on the Mount. The coming weeks will focus on Palm 
Sunday, Holy Week and Easter.  Both Palm Sunday and Easter will entail worship for 
the whole family and communion for April will be on Maundy Thursday, April 2 in the 
context of a meal. 
 
We continue our study in Adult Spiritual Formation of nonviolent resistance and what 
our faith tradition asks of us in this area.  One important resource on which we are 
drawing is The Powers that Be: Theology for a New Millennium by Walter Wink. Join us on 
Sunday for serious reflection and spirited discussion.  
 
Come at 10:00 AM and stay for Adult Spiritual Formation.  Bring others along to share 
the day. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.                        Pastor Rick  
   
 

TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 
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