
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
March 25, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: “We are both faithful and fickle. We are committed, yet turn our back on 
our ideals and God’s dream for humankind and the Earth. We feel courage, yet are overcome by 
fear.  Still, there is hope in our ambivalence and weakness; God does not abandon us even when 
we abandon God. God persistently and providentially provides pathways toward wholeness, and 
like a holistic physician uses every means to bring us to wholeness, regardless of our past.” 

Bruce Epperly 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, March 26 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery Cafe, 
3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are invited to 
join. 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, March 26 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  
New voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 In light of recent suicides and need for youth to be supported....Plan to attend a 
FORUM WITH YOUTH in our community, to discuss: Social academic pressure,   
Inclusion and friendship, Dealing with stress, Grieving and dealing with loss, 
Defeating stigma. Friday, March 27, 5:30 PM, Mitchell Park Community Center. For 
more information, contact Dona Smith-Powers donamaysp@sbcglobal.net. 
 

 SUNDAY, March 29, 10 AM, PALM SUNDAY. Worship for the whole family: 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: Peace March,” Pastor Rick preaching. 11:30 AM, Adult 
Spiritual Formation, Pastor Rick leading, an extension of our earlier discussions 
about nonviolence and peacemaking.  We will be using Walter Wink’s, The Powers 
that Be: Theology for a New Millennium, as a resource. 
 

 SINE NOMINE, AN A CAPELLA CHAMBER CHOIR, presents “Music for 
Friends,” 4:00 PM, Sunday, March 29, Transfiguration Episcopal Church, 3900 
Alameda de las Pulgas, San Mateo. Jan Gunderson is the conductor. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday March 31, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
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UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 6:00 PM, MAUNDY THURSDAY simple supper and 
communion in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 FRIDAY, APRIL 3, Noon to 3 PM, GOOD FRIDAY. Sanctuary open for prayer and 
meditation. Walk the labyrinth in the Patio. 
 

 SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 10:00 AM, Set up for the Easter Brunch in the Fellowship 
Hall. Please help our Congregational Life Task Team prepare for this festive event. 
 

 SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 10:00 AM, EASTER SUNDAY. Worship for the whole family: 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: The Uprising Begins,” Pastor Rick preaching. 11:15 AM 
Easter Egg Hunt for children. 11:30 AM Easter Brunch in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
  
The MARCH SPECIAL 
OFFERING is the annual 
America for Christ 
offering presented by the 
American Baptist Home Mission Societies.  The theme this year, “Discipleship: A 
Journey of Grace, “ based on Titus 2:11-13,  is a wonderful reminder that Jesus’ 
public ministry was all about connecting and caring for people in need. On each day 
of his journey, the compassion of Jesus was felt by someone else…We should live to 
love because true freedom in Christ enables us to do so by the power of the Spirit in 
our life. The outworking of God’s grace will be seen most often during difficult 
times. God’s grace is being manifested in our lives as we gladly seek to help others 
carry their burdens. …”  The America for Christ Offering allows us to help others in 
their journeys through life in a large number of ways.  We have received $470 
toward our goal of $850. 
 
 
  
 
 
 



IN THE WORLD 

ABHMS' CIP GRANT SUPPORTS ROLE-PLAYING 
PROGRAM THAT BOLSTERS YOUTH 

When awarding Justice for Children Initiative Children in 
Poverty (CiP) grants this year, American Baptist Home 
Mission Societies (ABHMS) will offer special consideration 
to projects that focus on anti-bullying efforts and cultivate 
conflict-resolution and nonviolent communication skills 
among children and/or parents.  

One such project—The Game Loft—received a CiP grant in 
2013. Part of the Maine Youth Alliance, The Game Loft, 
Belfast, Maine, offers youth and young adults a safe 
environment to play non-electronic games, learn 
leadership skills and practice dealing with everyday 
dilemmas, such as bullying.   

After two years of running the All About Games shop, Ray and Patricia Estabrook organized 
The Game Loft, a community center focused on recreation. Intended for school-aged youth, 
The Game Loft has served a range of ages, from those as young as 8 to those graduating 
high school. It has received a variety of awards and grants because of its service to the 
community.  

The Game Loft partnered with First Baptist Church (FBC) of Belfast and two other area 
churches—First Church United Church of Christ (UCC) and St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church—
to create “ENCOUNTERS,” a program in which youth from sixth grade and up meet several 
Sunday afternoons monthly to explore faith by role playing 21st-century scenarios. The 
churches take turns hosting meetings, and special activities have included overnight 
camping. 

“We entered into planning and implementation of ENCOUNTERS with the local UCC church, 
the Episcopal church and The Game Loft three years ago to provide an opportunity for youth 
in our congregation to interface with others from other denominations and those with no 
church affiliation,” says the Rev. Alan Shumway, pastor of FBC. “Our shared intention has 
been to provide a place of faith exploration and faith formation, meeting kids ‘wherever they 
are’ on the faith journey.” 

Led by adults, including pastors, role play helps youth understand and apply Jesus’ 
teachings to present-day challenges. “The role-play format has been an engaging, exciting 
and fun way for kids to see the application of biblical stories to their everyday experiences,” 
Shumway says. The group has begun portraying season six of an ongoing mini-series set in 
the fictional town of New Salem, Maine. 

For more information about or to apply for a Justice for Children Initiative CiP 
grant, visit the CiP page or contact the Rev. Lisa Harris Lee, national coordinator, 
ABHMS’ Justice for Children initiative, at lisa.harris-lee@abhms.org or 1-800-222-
3872, x2158. CIP grant applications for 2015 must be received by or postmarked 
to ABHMS no later than April 29, 2015. 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy: Lisa Spiridon (April 1) 
 With the Chettis in Lebanon for the launch of INSAAF: Justice and Compassion of 

Jesus center for migrant domestic workers in Lebanon (the project for which we 
provided $10,000 seed money) 

 
Concerns – New: 

 For Laura Garcia and the family and friends of her “sister/cousin,” Margaret who 
died on Monday 

 Lois Ville for her brother, Ralph, whose eye was injured in a work accident 
 Kathy Gillam for Dick recovering at home from sinus surgery 
 For Eileen Conover’s daughter, Dawn, with health concerns 
 For Thelma Parodi who is at home recovering from pneumonia 
 For Janet Maxwell who has returned to her apartment as she continues to recover  
 Melanie Ramirez for Haley, a kindergartener at her school whose brain tumor 

turned out to be a non-malignant bone cyst 
 For Jan Gunderson’s mother, hospitalized in Bend, Oregon, after several strokes 
 Pastor Rick for his sister, Joan, who is now in a nursing home under hospice care 
 For Eileen Conover as she continues to recover from knee surgery at home 
 For the people of Palestine and Israel that they find ways to live together in peace 
 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, 

peace, wisdom, healing 
 For the work of the American Baptist Home Mission Societies 

 
Ongoing: 

 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, with health concerns 
 Margaret and John Boles and family for their daughter with neurological problems 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Own and Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 



 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 
Oregon with their daughter 

 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2014 

 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: Peace March” 

 
Readings for the week: Psalm 122; Zechariah 9:9-10; Luke 19:29-46. 
 
The order of the day for the first day of Holy Week, Palm Sunday, is the interplay of 
celebration and passion. It is the appropriate theological as well as chronological entry 
point for the spiritual maelstrom on the horizon for us and for Jesus. Holy Week 
encompasses the full spectrum of public and private life – adulation and abandonment, 
celebration and conflict, integrity and suffering. During Holy Week, we encounter the 
ambiguity of religious and secular institutions. Intended for good, they are often – as is 
the case during Holy Week – diabolical agents of destruction. As Walter Wink 
observed, the powers are good; the powers are fallen; the powers can be redeemed. 
 
The gospels present Jesus’ ministry as cruciform in nature. Jesus is lured toward 
Jerusalem and the cross. Some see this as predetermined. Jesus’ whole life is aimed at 
redeeming us on Calvary. Jesus, Pilate, the Jewish religious leaders, and the crowd are 
playing preordained roles in God’s plan of salvation, they assert. In contrast, I see the 
cross as a reflection of the providence of grace, not the providence of predestination. 
Jesus’ integrity, shaped by his faithfulness to God’s vision, made the cross a possibility. 
He could have chosen other routes, but his integrity led him to follow God’s vision by 
staying in Jerusalem rather than choosing the peaceable life of a married village rabbi, 
making a local difference but never of any consequence in the unfolding of human 
history. Jesus followed God’s vision through the valley of conflict and persecution. 



Jesus’ first century – and Holy Week – faithfulness God’s vision to God’s vision of 
Shalom, and not destruction, shapes our lives today. 
 
After the celebration of the Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem, we turn to the abandonment and 
agony of Jesus’ passion. Isaiah portrays a faithful rabbi, who faces persecution and 
conflict with integrity and fidelity. The suffering servant of Isaiah stays the course 
regardless of the opposition he faces. His integrity is sustained as well as nurtured by 
his trust in God’s faithfulness… 
 
The characters in Luke’s passion are flesh and blood decision-makers. They are agents 
in condemning Jesus, not characters in a previously written script. Jesus is also an agent: 
at every step of the way, he is making decisions, feeling the pain of abandonment, and 
experiencing the emotional, spiritual, and physical agony of torture. 
 
To make sense to twenty-first century people, Palm/Passion Sunday must be seen as a 
contemporary event. The hymn, “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” refers 
to our current situation. We are both faithful and fickle. We are committed, yet turn our 
back on our ideals and God’s dream for humankind and the Earth. We feel courage, yet 
are overcome by fear.  Still, there is hope in our ambivalence and weakness; God does 
not abandon us even when we abandon God. God persistently and providentially 
provides pathways toward wholeness, and like a holistic physician uses every means to 
bring us to wholeness, regardless of our past. We were there at the Cross and Palm 
Sunday; and we are here on Easter, living the resurrection and transformation God 
envisions for us. Through it all, we can proclaim with Psalm 118, “this is the day that 
God has made and we will rejoice and be glad in it.” (Bruce Epperly, “The Passion of 
Jesus,” 3-24-2013, patheos.com).  
 
Prayer: Giver of light, your steadfast love endures forever. Open our hearts to the Blessed One 
who comes so humbly, on a borrowed colt. Open before us the gates of your justice, that we may 
enter, confessing in heaven and on earth that Jesus is Lord. Amen. 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 



 
 

NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 
 
This Sunday we will celebrate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and reflect on the events of 
the week to come.  Before we get to Easter, there is a difficult road to walk.  As we have 
learned, it is likely that the leafy procession into the old city was an act of intentional 
Guerilla theatre on the part of Jesus.  The time had come to announce the coming of 
God’s beloved Community to the world.  Jesus and his followers do so in dramatic 
fashion. In line with our study of nonviolent resistance, Jesus enters Jerusalem in this 
very mode, challenging the powers in the name of peace. The rest of the week we will 
see how he suffers the consequences of his bold action on behalf of God and the 
Beloved Community. One element of Sunday’s service will be a stylized march for 
peace and justice in lieu of our usual procession of palms. We will have some ready-
made placards you can carry (thanks to Peninsula Peace and Justice Center) or you can 
make your own, if you come early enough.  
 
We will conclude our study in Adult Spiritual Formation of nonviolent resistance and 
what our faith tradition asks of us in this area.  We will consider the third example 
(from Matthew) of Walter Wink’s “third way” or alternative responses to violence 
drawn from his book, The Powers that Be: Theology for a New Millennium. Join us for 
serious reflection and spirited discussion.  
 
Both Palm Sunday and Easter will entail worship for the whole family and communion 
for April will be on Maundy Thursday, April 2 in the context of a meal. 
 
Come at 10:00 AM on Sunday for worship and stay for Adult Spiritual Formation. 
Come at 6:00 PM on Thursday for soup supper and communion. These are great 
opportunities to bring others along to share in the life of our community. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.                         
 
Pastor Rick  
   
 
 
 
 
 



LENTEN PRAYER 
We often are thinking and planning far ahead and can find it difficult to stay in the season that 
we are actually in. Many of us are likely already thinking and planning for the weeks following 
Easter Sunday. 
However, my prayer for you as we prepare to enter into Holy Week is that you allow yourself 
to experience the full depth of the week and that allow yourself to move with Jesus through the 
week. 
  
Creator and Creating God, 
As we enter Holy Week, may we experience it anew, may we allow ourselves to walk with Jesus 
and the disciples through the heights of elation and the deep recesses of despair... 
May we shout out "Hosannas!" and "Blessed is he who comes in the name of our God!" with the 
crowds tossing palms and their cloaks to prepare the way for Jesus as he enters Jerusalem on a 
donkey. May we be swept up in the hope and joy of expectation that the Kingdom of God is 
indeed at hand... 
May we watch dumbfounded and likely anxious as Jesus enters the temple courts and begins to 
overturn tables, scattering the coins of the money changers, releasing the doves, and driving out 
those who have turned the temple into a market place with a whip... 
May we sit at supper with Jesus and the disciples, reveling in the solace of the comradery and 
savoring the delicious food as we enjoy this respite from the crowds... 
May we feel the soothing water and caressing hands as Jesus kneels and washes our feet... 
May we sit with Jesus in the garden, feeling the pull of slumber, even as we struggle to stay 
present with Jesus as he prays... 
May we stand helpless and disbelieving as we watch the armed guard arrest and take away our 
teacher... 
May we feel the anguish of denying that we ever knew this Jesus of Nazareth... 
May we shudder at the sounds of the hammer driving the nails into the flesh of Jesus' hands 
and feet, as we reflexively clench our own knowing the pain must be excruciating...   
May we watch with Jesus' mother and the other women as they stand at the foot of the cross, 
willing Jesus to keep breathing or perhaps praying that he stop breathing and end his 
suffering... 
May we watch as they place Jesus in a tomb and toll the stone into place, feeling the despair and 
hopelessness of watching all that we had hoped and dreamed of die and fade in the darkness of 
that sealed death chamber...   
May we sit huddled with the disciples in the locked upper room, now a place of mourning and 
fearful watching, wondering what comes next, wonder what life could possibly offer now... 
And may we experience anew hope and joy, dim at first, but growing with the rising sun of 
Easter morning as we learn that resurrection happens. May we shout anew our "Alleluias!" as 
we spread the word that Jesus has indeed risen and that death no longer has the final word... 
  
And may we carry that joy into a world that so desperately needs to experience it. Amen. 
  
Rev. Bruce Chittick, Seattle, Washington 


