
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
April 8, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: “You want to know what YHWH looks like? Here, like 
this executive criminal [Jesus] who occupied the place of shame and pain and 
death so that you no longer need fear it and, no longer fearing it, need no longer 
put anyone else there ever again, but might yourself start to live as if death were 
not.” 

James Alison 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 From the CONGREGATIONAL CARE TASK TEAM: Help is needed for coffee 
hour hospitality for Sunday, April 12, 19 and 26. The Task Team will assist you. 
Please contact Eleanor Satterlee at ejgspa@gmail.com or 650-326-5289. 
 

 SPECIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, Wednesday, April 8, 5:00 PM. 
 

 NO CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, this week. We will resume on Thursday, 
April 16 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  New voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 10:00 AM. Worship and Sunday School: “Alive in a Global 
Uprising: The Uprising of Fellowship,” Pastor Rick preaching. 11:30 AM Adult 
Spiritual Formation: “Now the Celebration Is Over: Post-Easter Pondering,” led by 
Pastor Rick. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday April 14, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, April 15, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast 
House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are 
welcome. 
 

 BAPTISTS LUNCHING TOGETHER, Wednesday, April 15, Noon, Grand Lake 
Gardens in Oakland – Don Ng, President of the ABX-USA and Pastor of First 
Chinese Baptist Church in San Francisco.  Lunch is $10.00. For reservations contact 
Joan Thatcher, (510) 350-7008. If you would like a ride let Pastor Rick know. 

mailto:ejgspa@gmail.com


 
 “THE ART OF SOUND: CHIAROSCURO” The Choral Project presents choral 

masterpieces by contemporary classical composers focused on the contrast of light 
and dark. Friday, April 17, 8:00 PM in our sanctuary. See choralproject.org for ticket 
information (including free tickets for students high school and younger. 
 

 FOOD, GAMES AND FUN SOCIAL EVENT! The multi-church Community 
Outreach Committee invites you to this event at our church on Saturday, April 18 
from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Parlor. This a time for teens and older adults to 
get together and share fun. Please bring sandwich makings, sweets or beverages to 
share. Invite some teens and older adults to join us. For more information, contact 
Dona Smith-Powers at donamaysp@sbcglobal,net. 
 

 SPIRE DEADLINE, Monday, April 20. 
 

 QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING, Sunday, April 26, 11:30 AM. 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, April 30 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery Cafe, 
3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are invited to 
join. 
 
 SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR APRIL is to support scholarship aid at the 

American Baptist Seminary of the 
West.  ABSW is a charter member of 
the Graduate Theological Union (GTU) 
since 1962.  ABSW, founded in 1871, is 
the center of American Baptist 
ecumenical theological education in 
the far western United States. The 
seminary is affiliated 
denominationally with ABC-USA and 
the Progressive National Baptist 
Convention. ABSW admits students 
from a variety of denominational 

traditions. ABSW is described as Multi-Cultural, Multi-Ethnic, Evangelical, and 
Ecumenical.  Our church has many connections with ABSW:  Our Minister of Faith 
Formation and Family Life, Doug Davidson, is a student and his wife, Jennifer 
Davidson, is Assistant Professor of Worship and Theology.  Our pastor is a graduate 
of ABSW, as are Dona Smith Powers and Lynn Hunwick.  Pastor Rick is currently 



teaching there in sabbatical coverage in pastoral care and counseling. Our goal of 
$750 for the April Mission Offering for scholarships will be matched by the ABC 
Home Mission Society.  We encourage you to give generously and continue the 
long-standing support to students by First Baptist Church, Palo Alto. To date, we 
have received $260. 
 

IN THE WORLD 
 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries Takes Action on Immigration 
 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 3/30/15)—American Baptist Women’s Ministries hosted a 
virtual mission encounter, “Crisis at the Border: What Could I Do?” from March 2-6, 2015. 
“Crisis at the Border,” an online educational event for women, offered the opportunity for 
participants to delve into issues around immigration and the unaccompanied minors arriving 
at the southern borders of the United States. 
 
This virtual mission encounter, the ninth such event hosted by American Baptist Women’s 
Ministries since 2010, had the highest registration to date, indicating a strong interest in the 
topic among American Baptist women. Women from across the United States joined 
together in learning about many facets of the crisis of unaccompanied minors and 
encouraged one another to involvement and advocacy. Guest speakers for the event were 
Rev. Dr. Sharon Stanley-Rae, director of Refugee and Immigration Ministries with Disciples 
of Christ Home Missions; Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Congdon-Martin, retired director of Supervised 
Ministries at Palmer Theological Seminary, who recently traveled to Guatemala with a group 
from her church to live and serve among families there; Mary Clark, Esq., executive director 
of Esperanza Immigration Legal Services; and Jen Smyers, associate director for 
Immigration and Refugee Policy with Church World Service. 
 
Through speaker presentations and discussion, as well as emailed daily activities and a 
private blog for the event, participants gained more understanding of the legal issues facing 
unaccompanied children and their families, humanitarian concerns, political actions being 
taken, and how to become more effective advocates for a humane approach to immigration 
reform. 
 
“There is so much misinformation,” says Rev. Sharon Farral of East Moline, Illinois, a 
participant in the virtual mission encounter. “Awareness is so important right now! Why are 
these young people coming to the United States? What happens once they arrive? How 
complicated is their adjustment? Are they treated with compassion or as social outcasts? As 
women of faith, we must look to the Bible for direction: ‘Do not mistreat or oppress a 
foreigner, for you were foreigners in Egypt,’ (Exodus 22:21, NIV). All of us, today, as we 
benefit from the freedoms this country offers, must remember our ancestors arrived here 
for much the same reasons: safety, economic opportunity, religious freedom, education, 
family.” 
 
Rev. Farral plans to do presentations of what she learned during the virtual mission 
encounter at upcoming region events, as well as contacting her local World Relief Center to 
explore how she can be personally involved in providing material support to recent arrivals.  
Additionally, she plans to phone legislators, send notes of encouragement to recent arrivals, 
and follow carefully legislation presented in Congress addressing immigration. 
 



American Baptist Women’s Ministries also took action by sending letters to the U.S. House 
Judiciary Committee and the House of Representatives at large strongly opposing H.R. 
5143, “The Protection of Children Act,” H.R. 5137, “The Asylum Reform and Border 
Protection Act,” and H.R. 1148, “The Michael Davis, Jr., In Honor of State and Local Law 
Enforcement Act” (formerly known as the “SAFE Act”). To read the letters, click here. 
Virginia Holmstrom, executive director of American Baptist Women’s Ministries, said, “Our 
virtual mission encounter helped participants untangle the facts about immigration policy 
from the myths. For example, one would think that we’d be quick to support a bill called 
‘The Protection of Children Act’, but sadly, the proposed bill is laden with compromises that 
roll back the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act, which would result in 
children who are victims of human trafficking being sent back to the dangerous situations 
they’ve left, putting them at risk of exploitation and death.” 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy: Dylan Ha (April 9), Laura Garcia (April 13), Peggy Johnson (April 15)  
 For Marylea McLean on the birth of her first great-grandchild, Camden Miller, born 

to her grandson, Daniel and wife two weeks ago 
 Melanie Ramirez for the presence of “all sorts of family” in worship 
 Dona Smith-Powers for joy of family on Easter 
 Thelma Parodi enjoying her 96th birthday with family, especially her daughter, Lee, 

visiting from Texas who also had a birthday on Aptil 5; with love for her church 
family 

 Marilyn Hunwick brought Easter greetings from the Gotestams in Sweden 
 Sachiko Berry brought Easter greetings from Ruriko Uda and Izumi Park-town 

Church in Sendai, Japan 
 For all the beautiful Easter music and flowers 

 
Concerns – New: 

 For Pastor Rick and his family on the death of his older sister, Joan, in Boise, Idaho, 
on this morning 

 Eileen Conover for her daughter, Dawn, who has been diagnosed with early stage 
cancer 

 For Janet Maxwell who has returned to her apartment as she continues to recover  
 For Jan Gunderson’s mother, hospitalized in Bend, Oregon, after several strokes 
 For Eileen Conover as she continues to recover from knee surgery at home 
 Dona Smith-Powers for the city of Jerusalem and the lack of accessibility for people 

of all the Abrahamic faith traditions – Muslims, Christians and Jews – who hold it 
sacred 

 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, 
peace, wisdom, healing 

 For the ministry of the American Baptist seminary of the West 

http://www.abc-usa.org/2015/03/30/david-g-gnirk-to-receive-sparrowk-award/


 
Ongoing: 

 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, with health concerns 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Own and Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 
 
 



FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER, APRIL 12, 2015 
 

“Alive in a Global Uprising: The Uprising of Fellowship” 
 
Readings for the week: Psalm 133; John 20:1-31; Acts 8:26-40. 
 
And Jesus breathed on them, and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 
This is something we want to hear personally and in our churches. The Spirit blows 
where it wills and wherever it blows, it brings new life and vitality. We need that spirit-
filled experience just as those women and men gathered in an upper room needed not 
only to hear that Jesus was risen, but rise themselves through spiritual resuscitation. 
God’s breath brings us back to life and sets us on a path of healing and spiritual 
transformation. 
 
In the biblical world, breath is a manifestation of God’s Spirit: God breathes over the 
waters and the universe takes form; God revives dry bones in a valley; and the Psalmist 
proclaims, “Let everything that breathes praise God.” (Psalm 150:6) Spirit moves 
through Jerusalem on Pentecost and gives birth to a new manifestation of the Jesus 
movement, the lively spirit-centered movement that we know as the church. God’s 
Spirit still breathes through us as the source of possibility and the energy to achieve 
God’s vision in our time. 
 
Could Jesus’ animating energy still be reviving the world? Is it possible for us to breathe 
some of the same molecules – in homeopathic form – that Jesus breathed in upper room, 
giving his followers spiritual resuscitation? 
 
We need breathing space and it is a credit to the disciples that they gave Thomas 
breathing space, and allowed him to live with his questions. He missed out on the 
spiritual revival of the upper room; and wanted proof that Jesus was alive. His quest 
was not just intellectual, it was experiential and spiritual. He wanted to see Jesus, feel 
his breath, and touch his body. He wanted the real presence of the risen Jesus not just 
talk about it. When Jesus returns to the group, he is amazed and transformed, and he 
can breathe again. 
 
The reading for this week ends with curious and liberating words; words that invite us 
to be creative and do greater things than we can imagine (John 14:12) John 20:30 
proclaims: “Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 



written in this book.” In other words, there is more to Jesus than what we can find on 
the printed page, even the printed pages of scripture. 
 
This is good news, for it says that Christ is still alive and that Christ’s work can never be 
encompassed by book or creed. As Jesus said to Nicodemus, “The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8) God’s Spirit sets us 
free; it breathes on us and gives us energy for adventures ahead. It inspires to be God’s 
companions in our time and place. 
 
Take time to breathe, inhaling and exhaling deeply. Simply breathing your prayers has 
been shown, according to medical studies, to reduce stress and enhance immune system 
functioning. It also awakens your connection with creation, breathing in, around, and 
through you. When we breathe in God’s Spirit, we are contemporaries with Jesus’ first 
followers, and we can imaginatively – and realistically – hear Jesus say to us as he 
breathes in us, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” In return, we can affirm, “I breathe God’s 
Spirit and share God’s energy of love with all creation.” (Bruce Epperly, “Just Breathe,” 
Living a Holy Adventure, April 27, 2014, patheos.com).  
 
Prayer: Mighty God, in whom we know the power of redemption, you stand among us in the 
shadows of our time. As we move through every sorrow and trial of this life, uphold us with 
knowledge of the final morning when, in the glorious presence of your risen Son, we will share in 
his resurrection, redeemed and restored to the fullness of life and forever freed to be your people. 
Amen. 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
It’s a hard day in this season of resurrection to have to face the death of my older sister 
this morning. Joan was almost five years older than I. All my life she was my “big 
sister.” It will be strange to no longer have an older sibling to call on. Thank you for all 
your prayers and concern during her long illness. Now I ask your continued prayers as 
we mourn, especially for her daughter, Cathi, my nephews, Kyle and Shawn and my 
younger sister, Charlotte, for whom Joan was “best friend. Remember my also my 96 
year mother who has outlived two husbands, two children and a grandson. 
 
Thanks to everyone who made Easter Sunday so wonderful, including thanks to God 
for the rain (and that it held off till after the Egg Hunt.) Thanks to Jan for arranging, 
preparing, conducting and playing so much good music; to friends from the Choral 
Project who helped augment the choir; to Clara and Daniel Ramirez and Dona Smith-



Powers for extra musical support on clarinet, saxophone and piano; to Sook Kim and 
Carolyn Shepard for flower duty, including lilies and flower cross; to Eleanor Satterlee 
and all her crew – Hugh Satterlee, Laurie Cudworth, Sachiko Berry, Thelma Tuttle, Jane 
Chin, Carolyn Shepard, Sook Kim, Alan Plessinger and Chip Clark for the beautiful 
brunch; and to Chip Clark for everything else he does as well. 
 
Sunday we will continue to consider the “global uprising” brought on by Easter. This 
week’s text is the very familiar twentieth chapter of John, including Jesus post-
resurrection appearances to the disciples and the tale of “doubting Thomas.” “Peace 
with you” is Jesus’ refrain as he seeks to comfort his rattled followers and then 
encourage them to get on with the business of bringing to life God’s Beloved 
Community. To help them along the way, he breathes the Holy Spirit into them that 
they – and we – might have strength for the journey. 
 
In Adult Spiritual Formation we will take some time to consider what lies ahead for us 
after the celebration dies down and daily life in the here and now stretches before us. 
 
Please be here at 10:00 AM on Sunday for worship and Sunday School and stay for 
Adult Spiritual Formation. What better time to bring others along to share in the life of 
our community? 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.                                   Pastor Rick    

 

          

      


	American Baptist Women’s Ministries Takes Action on Immigration

