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Words to Consider: “The trouble with deep belief is that it costs something And there is 
something inside me, some selfish beast of a subtle thing that doesn't like the truth at all because 
it carries responsibility, and if I actually believe these things I have to do something about them. 
It is so, so cumbersome to believe anything. And it isn't cool.”  

Donald Miller, Blue Like Jazz: Nonreligious Thoughts on Christian Spirituality  
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, Thursday, April 16, 5:00 PM in the Parlor. 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, April 16 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  New 
voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 “THE ART OF SOUND: CHIAROSCURO” The Choral Project presents choral 
masterpieces by contemporary classical composers focused on the contrast of light 
and dark. Friday, April 17, 8:00 PM in our sanctuary. See choralproject.org for ticket 
information (including free tickets for students high school and younger. 
 

 FOOD, GAMES AND FUN SOCIAL EVENT! The multi-church Community 
Outreach Committee invites you to this event at our church on Saturday, April 18 
from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Parlor. This a time for teens and older adults to 
get together and share fun. Please bring sandwich makings, sweets or beverages to 
share. Invite some teens and older adults to join us. For more information, contact 
Dona Smith-Powers at donamaysp@sbcglobal,net. 
 

 SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 10:00 AM. Worship and Sunday School: “Alive in a Global 
Uprising: The Uprising of Discipleship,” Pastor Rick preaching. 11:30 AM Adult 
Spiritual Formation: An update on the work of the United Campus Christian 
Ministry at Stanford. 
 

 CHURCH FINANCE COMMITTEE meeting, Sunday, April 19, 12:30 PM in the 
Parlor. 
 

 SPIRE DEADLINE, Monday, April 20. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4829.Donald_Miller
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/10352


 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday April 21, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING, Sunday, April 26, 11:30 AM. 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, April 30 at 10 AM at Corner Bakery Cafe, 
3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are invited to 
join. 
 
  
SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR APRIL is to support scholarship aid at the 

American Baptist Seminary of the 
West.  ABSW is a charter member of 
the Graduate Theological Union (GTU) 
since 1962.  ABSW, founded in 1871, is 
the center of American Baptist 
ecumenical theological education in 
the far western United States. The 
seminary is affiliated 
denominationally with ABC-USA and 
the Progressive National Baptist 
Convention. ABSW admits students 
from a variety of denominational 

traditions. ABSW is described as Multi-Cultural, Multi-Ethnic, Evangelical, and 
Ecumenical.  Our church has many connections with ABSW:  Our Minister of Faith 
Formation and Family Life, Doug Davidson, is a student and his wife, Jennifer 
Davidson, is Assistant Professor of Worship and Theology.  Our pastor is a graduate 
of ABSW, as are Dona Smith Powers and Lynn Hunwick.  Pastor Rick is currently 
teaching there in sabbatical coverage in pastoral care and counseling. Our goal of 
$750 for the April Mission Offering for scholarships will be matched by the ABC 
Home Mission Society.  We encourage you to give generously and continue the 
long-standing support to students by First Baptist Church, Palo Alto. To date, we 
have received $325. 
 
 
 
 



IN THE WORLD 
 

REFLECTIONS: TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR CAMPAIGNS 
April 2015 Report from the Capital, Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty 

By Executive Director J. Brent Walker 
 
 The 2016 election season began in March when Senator Ted Cruz, R-
Texas, announced his candidacy for president of the United States at 
Liberty University’s convocation in Lynchburg, Virginia. 
 
The rollout was carefully orchestrated to appeal to conservative 
Christians: Liberty is the largest Christian university in the world, it’s in 
a critical purple state —Virginia, and it guaranteed a large audience — 
convocations are mandatory at Liberty. 
 
Much of the relatively short speech was biographical and testimonial. 

Religious themes were pervasive. Sen. Cruz mentioned God five times and Jesus Christ 
twice. This was not improper; candidates for office do not check their faith at the door when 
they run for or serve in public office. When properly done, candidates’ talk about their faith 
can help us know who they are, learn what makes them tick and examine their moral core. 
 
Some of what the senator said I agree with, such as his assertion that religious liberty 
comes from the hand of Almighty God, not the state. I disagree with other things that he 
put forth, like his applauding of vouchers for parochial schools and accusing the federal 
government of “wag[ing] an assault on our religious liberty.” But, Sen. Cruz has every right 
to disclose his Christian faith and discuss what his faith means to him in his speeches and 
public rhetoric. 
 
That said, danger always lurks when we meld religion and politics. And, now is a propitious 
time to start thinking again about how we combine the two with subtlety and integrity while 
keeping an eye to the constitutional ban on religious tests for public office (Article VI, U.S. 
Constitution). Yes, that provision technically only bans legal religious qualifications for office 
imposed by government, but, as I have often argued, we should make every effort, as good 
citizens, to live up to the spirit as well as the letter of the religious test ban. 
 
Although religion is at home in the American public square and is certainly relevant to the 
political conversation, it’s wrong to impose a rigorous religious litmus test in how we 
conduct our politics and the way we decide whom to trust to lead our nation. 
 
Several years ago my friend — and now Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious 
Freedom —Rabbi David Saperstein put forth “Ten Commandments for a Proper Relationship 
between Religion & Politics.” We would do well to heed this decalogue (slightly modified by 
me) over the upcoming 18 months: 
 
For candidates: 
 
1. Thou shalt offer an explanation to the electorate about how your religious beliefs shape 
your views on the issues, but never justify policy only on religious beliefs. 
 
2. Thou shalt discuss your views on policy and legal issues that directly affect religion and 
religious liberty. 
 

http://bjconline.org/tag/april-2015-report-from-the-capital/
http://bjconline.org/religious-liberty-in-focus-at-state-department-as-saperstein-takes-oath/
http://bjconline.org/religious-liberty-in-focus-at-state-department-as-saperstein-takes-oath/
http://bjconline.org/ten-commandments-for-a-proper-relationship-between-religion-and-politics/
http://bjconline.org/ten-commandments-for-a-proper-relationship-between-religion-and-politics/


3. Thou shalt feel free to use religious language to explain how your beliefs would affect 
your ability to perform in elected office. 
 
4. Thou shalt feel free to discuss the role religion plays in shaping your values, character 
and worldview. 
 
5. Thou shalt minimize the use of divisive and exclusive religious language. 
 
For political campaigns and parties: 
 
6. Thou shalt not seek to organize partisan supporters in houses of worship, but should 
respect their sacred spaces. 
 
For religious groups and leaders: 
 
7. Thou shalt not use religious authority, threats or discipline to coerce the political 
decisions of candidates and American citizens. 
 
For voters: 
 
8. Thou shalt not base your votes on a candidate’s religious beliefs or practices. 
 
9. Thou shalt not blame candidates for isolated, out-of-context statements of their pastors 
and spiritual advisers. 
 
For everyone: 
 
10. Thou shalt never, explicitly or implicitly, suggest that there is a religious test for holding 
office. 
 
These are wise injunctions for all campaigns — the presidency and otherwise — for the 2016 
elections to follow. They are good for us voters to heed, too. They will help us acknowledge 
the pertinence of religion to public life while affirming the prohibition on even de facto 
religious tests for public office. 

 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy: Peggy Johnson (April 15)  
 Thelma Parodi with thanks for last Sunday’s celebration of her birthday; for a visit 

from her niece, Sandra, who was near death not long ago; for Sunday’s “Words of 
Preparation” from Brian McLaren 

 Ron Fredlund with gratitude for successful cataract surgery 
 Mary Martin happy to be in church with Ron 
 Barbara Hing with thanks to God for presence and help 
 Doug Davidson at the birth of Elias Perrin Austin-Hudgins, Saturday, April 11 



   
Elias Perrin Austin-Hudgins 

 
Concerns – New: 

 Dan Cudworth  for Chip Clark who is ill with a virus; for Pastor Rick and his family 
on the death of his older sister, Joan 

 Eileen Conover for her daughter, Dawn, diagnosed with early stage cancer 
 For Janet Maxwell who is facing further surgery in May  
 For Jan Gunderson’s mother, hospitalized in Bend, Oregon, after several strokes 
 For Eileen Conover as she continues to recover from knee surgery at home 
 For all those affected by the ongoing racial conflict throughout the USA – for justice, 

peace, wisdom, healing 
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 

 
Ongoing: 

 Paul Tuan for his granddaughter, Joyce, with health concerns 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Own and Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 



 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 

 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER, APRIL 19, 2015 

 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: The Uprising of Discipleship” 

 
Readings for the week: Psalm 25; Luke 10:1-12, 17-20; John 21:1-19. 
 
This chapter of John is likely an addendum written by another, but the questions of its 
origin should not keep us from the richness of the images. In a story very similar to one 
in the Gospel of Luke (5: 1-11 which was a call story), Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, 
Zebedee’s sons, and two other disciples were together fishing in the Sea of Galilee (John 
21:2). They have returned to their previous vocation and head back to shore with empty 
nets after some time fishing 
 
And there stands Jesus. His call to them is to go back out and try again and he gives 
them instructions as to the next step. He tells them to put the nets out on the right side 
of the boat. And they follow his instructions (verse 4-6). While the Lucan story is rightly 
called a commissioning story, this appearance to the disciples is the third (fourth if 



counting Mary Magdalene, who was not a disciple officially) resurrection appearance 
story in John. In this setting we experience a recommissioning of sorts. 
 
The amazing thing to me is that the disciples did not know who he was at first but they 
went back out. Was it their desperation for a catch, a love of task, a desire for success, a 
sense of the specialness of the man calling them to return to their task, or something 
else? Whatever it was, they ventured back out and found huge success. Their nets were 
overflowing. They catch 153 fish (verse 11). Why that number? Many have guessed but 
it may simply imply all of the community of believers. The number for most simply 
implies that many were caught. 
 
They have breakfast with the man they now recognize as Jesus. It is a Eucharistic event 
despite the lack of wine and that no Eucharistic celebration consisted of fish previously. 
And it is at this meal that they receive a recommissioning from the Lord. They are 
reminded who they are and what they were originally called to be. They are challenged 
to get back in the boat and try again -- in more ways than one. 
 
A student of mine was told by his supervising pastor, while out knocking on doors 
during an evangelism campaign, "Mike, you look like a man knocking on doors, hoping 
and praying no one answers the door." That's how many of us act at times when Jesus 
calls us to be disciples and to cast our nets again and again for the catch Jesus calls us to 
attempt. The disciples did as Jesus suggested, while we say, "Please let no one be home" 
or "Oh wow, I hope no one asks me about my faith." 
 
Following the call of Jesus means putting your nets back into the sea even though you 
are tired and had no success, it means knocking on another door even though you are 
hoping against hope that no one answers. 
 
This is the kind of text that allows for some creative discussions of what church and 
ministry might look like if we dropped our nets on the other side and if we really 
followed Jesus. But you need to be attuned to your particular community to be true to 
what this call might look like lived out in your context. (Karyn Wiseman, “Commentary 
on John 21:1-19, April 14, 2013,” workingpreacher.org).  
 
Prayer: God of victory over death, your Son revealed himself again and again, and convinced his 
followers of his glorious resurrection. Grant that we may know his risen presence, in love 
obediently feed his sheep, and care for the lambs of his flock, until we join the hosts of heaven in 
worshiping you and praising him who is worthy of blessing and honor, glory and power, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 



 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
Thank you all for your cards, condolences and kind words on the death of my sister, 
Joan. I will be headed to Boise this Wednesday, April 22, to conduct the memorial 
service and see my family. I will be back on Saturday in time for the Evergreen 
Planning Meeting as well as worship and the Quarterly Business Meeting on Sunday. 
We all have our ways to handle loss. It has been good for me to have my classes to teach 
at PSR and ABSW and The Choral Project. Both of these feed me as does the 
opportunity to share life and ministry with you all. Thanks for every effort you make to 
live into the Beloved Community of God. 
 
In a bit of shameless shilling, I would like to encourage any and all of you within range 
to attend one of The Choral Project concerts this weekend – Friday night in our 
Sanctuary, Saturday evening in Santa Cruz and Sunday afternoon at Mission Santa 
Clara. The brief but powerful program explores some music of incredible spiritual 
depth and beauty. Under the theme, “Chiaroscuro,” we sing of the interplay of light 
and dark. What is especially meaningful to me at this moment is the way God is present 
and active in the darkness as in the light.  
 
Sunday we continue our journey into a “Global Uprising” with consideration of “The 
Uprising of Discipleship.” The texts for the week cover Jesus’ call and commissioning of 
his followers to walk the Way and carry out his ministry of bringing the Beloved 
Community on earth in the here and now. How do we respond, centuries later, to the 
echoing call to “feed my sheep,” to “tend my lambs,” to heal the sick, to care for the 
needy, to spread the Good News far and wide? 
 
In Adult Spiritual Formation we welcome representatives of the United Campus 
Christian Ministry at Stanford, a ministry which we helped found and have long 
supported. They will update us on the work that they are doing among progressive 
Christians at the university. 
 
Please be here by 10:00 AM on Sunday for worship and Sunday School and stay for 
Adult Spiritual Formation. What better time to bring others along to share in the life of 
our community than this blessed Easter season? 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.                                    
 
Pastor Rick    
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