
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
April 29, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: “Helped are those who create anything at all, for they shall relive the thrill 
of their own conception and realize a partnership in the creation of the Universe that keeps them 
responsible and cheerful.” 

Alice Walker 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, April 30 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  New 
voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 SUNDAY, May 3, 10:00 AM. Worship for the whole family with communion: “Alive 
in a Global Uprising: The Uprising of Partnership,” Pastor Rick preaching. 11:30 
AM Adult Spiritual Formation: “Painting the Stars: Science, Religion and an 
Evolving Earth,” is a seven part series from the group that produced “Living the 
Questions.” The curriculum includes a 20 minute video and guided discussion from 
leading theologians and progressive thinkers. Session one: “Toward Healing the Rift.” 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, May 5, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, May 6, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast House, 
2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are welcome. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 ALL CHURCH COOK-OUT IN HONOR OF MOTHER’S DAY, Friday, May 8, 
6:00 PM.  Hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments and beverages furnished.  Bring 
side dishes to share. 
 

 SUNDAY. MAY 10, MOTHER’S DAY: 10:00 AM Worship and Sunday School: 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: The Uprising of Stewardship,” Pastor Rick preaching. 
11:30 AM Adult Spiritual Formation: “Painting the Stars: Science, Religion and an 
Evolving Earth,” session two is “A Renaissance of Wonder.” 
 

 LUNCH BUNCH, May 10, 12:45 PM at Passage to India Restaurant, 1991 W El 
Camino Real, Mountain View. Any and all from our church family (plus guests) are 



invited to participate in this time of food and fellowship. Let Melanie Ramirez or 
Alan Plessinger know if you plan to attend.  
 
SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR APRIL is to support scholarship aid at the 
American Baptist Seminary of the West.  Our goal of $750 for this offering will be 
matched by the ABC Home Mission Society. To date, we have received $965. 
 

 
 

 
 

The SPECIAL OFFERING FOR MAY is our annual offering for the Baptist Peace 
Fellowship of North America. We are one of the 
original congregational partners of BPFNA, 
generously supporting their important work 
over the years. The mission of the Baptist Peace 
Fellowship of North America is to gather, equip 
and mobilize Baptists to build a culture of peace 
rooted in justice.  For further information, see 
the website at bpfna.org.  Please give 
generously.  Our goal for this offering is $500.  
 

 
IN THE WORLD 

FROM BAPTIST PEACE FLLOWSHIP OF NORTH AMERICA/BAUTISTAS POR LA PAZ 
 

People work to clean up CVS 
store in Baltimore 
Statement from Baltimore 

United for Change 
[Baltimore United for Change, 
a broad coalition of community 
groups, has released the 
following statement in 
response to [the April 27] 
events:] 
 
"It has been 15 days since 
Freddie Gray was stuffed into 
a Baltimore Police Department 
van and no officer, elected 
official or agency has taken 
any responsibility for his 
subsequent death or the 

policies that allow it to stand. 



 
Therefore, we continue to witness the further erosion of the already broken relationship 
between Black communities and law enforcement. 
 
The truth is that our region's elected officials have not seen it as politically useful to act on 
the long-standing issues of police violence in Black communities. What we are witnessing 
today is the crossing of a tipping point by communities that have remained unheard for far 
too long. 
 
The Baltimore Police Department is employing aggressive and heavy-handed tactics on 
Black youth who have not accepted the platitudes or spin being offered from our region's 
leaders. 
 
The same Baltimore Police Department skirting responsibility for the death of Freddie Gray 
is now trying to sell our city a narrative where gangs have issued a "unified threat" against 
police officers. The NYPD tried that tactic in December and it remains unproven. What we 
have seen is an unprecedented truce between rival gangs which is in the best interest of our 
communities. For us, the greatest threat is from law enforcement. 
 
Stoking the flames of fear won't get our city out of this. More explanations about what isn't 
possible will not get our city out of this. Increasing militarized crackdowns will only serve to 
further diminish Baltimore's hope of meeting the challenge of eradicating police violence. 
 
Our region's leaders must take decisive action to end Baltimore's dangerous addiction to 
broken law enforcement policies that ruin communities, tear apart families and cost lives." 

 
EXECUTIONS IN INDONESIA 

LeDayne Polaski 
 
 We are deeply saddened by the news of the 
deaths of Andrew Chan and Myuran 
Sukumaran who were executed by firing 
squad in Indonesia this week. Convicted on 
drug offenses, Andrew and Myu were by all 
accounts deeply changed men by the time of 
their deaths -- beloved by fellow prisoners, 
family, and friends.  Andrew had started an 
arts program within the prison and both men 
were seen as as sources of inspiration, peace 
and comfort for their fellow inmates.   
 
The appeal for mercy in their cases became 
a worldwide cause. We became aware of Andrew and Myu through the work of Baptist 
missionaries who had befriended them and who testified to their transformation within 
prison.   
 
Please pray for the prisoners traumatized by these deaths, for the friends and family 
members devastated by these losses, and for those who worked tirelessly for months to 
lead this cause. May they find healing and grace. Pray too for those who held life and death 
in their hands and chose death and for those who participated in the killing. May they too 
come to recognize their own need for healing and grace. Pray for a world in which we cease 
believing in redemptive violence and believe instead in redemption.   

 



JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joy: Ruth Owen and Wai Hon Lee (April 29), E. Y. Fung (May 2) 
 For the presence of Eileen Conover in worship 
 Thelma Parodi for her granddaughter who is receiving her master’s degree with 

honors this week and has a job at Stanford 
 Marilyn Hunwick for Sarah and Rachel Chetti who received their US citizenship last 

week 
   

Concerns – New: 
 Paul Tuan and family on the death of his granddaughter, Joyce  
 Eileen Conover for her daughter, Dawn, diagnosed with early stage cancer 
 For Janet Maxwell who is hospitalized at Kaiser Santa Clara with surgery scheduled 

for tomorrow, April 30  
 Lynn Hunwick for those affected by the earthquake in Nepal; for the turmoil, 

especially among farmers in Nicaragua over plans for a new canal through the 
country 

 Carolyn Shepard for those affected by the earthquake; for the turmoil over the 
policing of US city and high rate of incarceration among African Americans 

 Barbara Hing for Ray's dad, Shi-En Hing, for his well-being and for the whole family 
to accept God's will and in the process get to know and love Him better;  for their 
daughter, Colleen Hing Linde, who suffers from rheumatoid arthritis,  for a safe and 
painless childbirth and a quick recovery; for God’s blessings for Colleen’s husband, 
Brooks, and their older child, Ruthie; for everyone's goings and comings, that 
everything will go well and everyone will be safe under the great wing of God 

 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For the ministry of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la 

Paz 
 

Ongoing: 
  
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Own and Carl Schilling 



 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN EASTER, MAY 3, 2015 

 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: The Uprising of Partnership” 

 
Readings for the week: Psalm 146; Matthew 10:16-20; 11:28-30; 28:16-20; Acts 16:11-40. 
 
Captive and Imprisoned  
 
As we draw closer to the season of Pentecost, we are constantly reminded of the power 
of God to change human hearts, minds, and attitudes. On the eve of Pentecost, we pray 
that the presence of the Holy Spirit will help to inform and direct the course of our lives 
as members of a Christian family.  



 
Our meditations for the seventh Sunday in Easter include a well-known passage from 
the book of Acts in which Paul and Silas were imprisoned and caused to suffer a great 
deal because of their faith and their steadfast proclamation of the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. Despite their mistreatment and false arrest, Paul and Silas slowly transformed 
the minds and hearts of their captors and others who were imprisoned, through their 
deep sense of faith and, especially, their behavior. Our text notes: “About midnight Paul 
and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to 
them.”  
 
In our newspapers and other media, we hear very distressing and painful stories of 
abused prisoners held in Iraqi prisoners under the authority of U.S. troops. While this 
shameful conduct does not reflect or mirror the pattern of behavior by the vast majority 
of U.S. soldiers, the incident does reveal the potential for human beings to act 
inhumanely towards others during times of overt hostility. Unless we are centered with 
strong value systems and clearly identify with a faith tradition that affirms the dignity 
of every human being, the difference between oppressor and oppressed remains less a 
matter of substance than of context.  
 
Paul and Silas behaved differently because they truly believed in the power of 
Almighty God to change hearts and minds in a positive way. Their captors were 
overwhelmed, not so much by how a violent earthquake freed the chains and opened 
the doors of those imprisoned, but by the desire of those imprisoned to wish their 
captors no harm. Indeed, Paul and Silas told their jailors, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved, you and your household.” Furthermore, the jailor and his whole 
family came to know the love of God as they were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  
 
This passage reveals not only the magnitude and degree of change that is possible in 
human life, but also how intentional we must be as Christians in working to be agents 
of change. As Christians we are called to a ministry of reconciliation, transformation, 
and renewal. Our own behavior and our own willingness to effect that change is 
defined by our own relationship to the risen Christ.  
 
The capacity to be different and to act differently because Christ is the center of our 
being is one of the best means of sharing the Good News. Our commitment to 
recognizing and appreciating the best that is possible in others reflect the best qualities 
of what it means to be truly human. As disciples of Jesus, we all find ourselves captive 
and imprisoned by a number of things that separate us from Christ and from one 



another. We may be imprisoned by fears, prejudices, attitudes, anger, and a multitude 
of other feelings that swell up during times of stress.  
 
At times like this, when we are unable to manage the complexities of life or 
circumstance, may we be drawn to the power of the Holy Spirit to help us deal with 
those areas of life for which we find ourselves ill-equipped, uninformed, or unprepared. 
In all things may the mind of Christ, through the Holy Spirit, direct us to fulfilling the 
God's work during the course of our lives. May the Holy Spirit work within us to bring 
a sense of joy, centered peace, and a deep sense of compassion in our work and witness 
with others, in the name of Christ. (Johncy Itty, “Captive and Imprisoned,“ May 23, 
2004, thewitness,org).  
 
Prayer: God of boundless grace, you call us to drink freely of the well of life and to share the love 
of your holy being. May the glory of your love, made known in the victory of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior, transform our lives and the world he lived and died to save.  We ask this in his name and 
for his sake. Amen. 
 

NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 
 

Once more, let me thank everyone for your kind and thoughtful support for me and my 
family on the death of my sister. I spent four days in Idaho with my family. We had a 
remembrance of Joan’s life on Thursday afternoon. It was good to have time with 
family and friends. Thank you for the love and compassion that I experience from the 
folk in our community here at FBCPA. This is a good place to “hang my hat.” 
 
I was also appreciative of the spirit of hope and future-focus in our Quarterly Business 
Meeting. Your confidence in the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee and 
Church Council is also much appreciated. As we reported Sunday, we are in 
conversation with a candidate about whom we are very excited. I hope to have 
something definite to report to you soon. Also, I think most of you aware that we are 
looking for a half time Office Manager/Building Supervisor. If you know of anyone who 
might be interested and qualified, please let me know or have them contact me directly. 
 
This Sunday our key word is “partnership.” What does it mean, what does it look like 
for us to be in partnership with one another, with the wider church, with our larger 
community, with God, with Christ, with the Holy Spirit? How do we work together to 
make real the Beloved Community of God? Especially, how do we do this work and 
live out our witness in these troubled times when so much seems to threaten the shalom, 
the peace, the justice, the well-being that God desires for all creation? We will look at a 



text from the book of Acts about how people came together in the life and work of the 
early church to see if it has a word of direction for us today. 
 
In Adult Spiritual Formation we will begin a seven part series from the producers of the 
“Living the Questions” curriculum that we studied several years ago. This new series is 
entitled, “Painting the Stars: Science, Religion and an Evolving Earth.”  Each session 
includes a twenty minute video featuring theologians and thinkers such as Philip 
Clayton, Rachel Held Evans, Matthew Fox, John Shelby Spong and Bruce Sanguin, 
whose beautiful prayers from If Darwin Prayed, we have used a number of times in 
worship. I believe this will be an exciting and challenging study for us 
 
Please plan to be here by 10:00 AM for worship for the whole family with communion, 
followed by Adult Spiritual Formation. What better time to bring others along to share 
in the life of our community than this blessed Easter season? 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.                                    
 
Pastor Rick    
 
 

THE SILENCE OF THE SEED 
Bruce Sanguin 

 
We are scattered now,  
like seeds,  
in the rich soil of becoming. 
 
This breaking open – 
of atoms, galaxies and bacteria 
into the next novel moment – 
is beyond our comprehension. 
 
Yet we know in our depths  
that we are most ourselves 
when we are in the breaking through,  
in the sprouting life, 
in the death giving way to new life, 
in the holy mystery 
of unceasing yearning to manifest. 
 

We are this mystery of growth,  
beyond comprehension, 
and yet as intimate and personal  
as our breath – 
this incessant sigh for completion. 
 
And so we keep the expectant silence of the 
seed 
before the mystery of the emergence,  
knowing that you are the one 
who makes all things new. 
Amen. 
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