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Words to Consider: “Paul always reminds us that nothing has any value without love. That 
explains why money is so deceptive. It deceives people about what has true value. You cannot 
serve two masters, Jesus taught. If you love God, you will hate money, because it always gets in 
the way of loving God. If you love money, you will hate God, because God always gets in the way 
of loving money.” 

Brian D. McLaren, We Make the Road by Walking 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, May 7 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  New 
voices are always welcome to join. 

 
 
FIRST OF THE SEASON!  ALL 
CHURCH COOK-OUT IN HONOR OF 
MOTHER’S DAY, Friday, May 8, 6:00 
PM on the Patio.  Hamburgers, hot dogs, 
buns, condiments and beverages 
furnished.  Bring side dishes to share. 
 

 
 SUNDAY, MAY 10, MOTHER’S DAY, 10:00 AM. Worship for the whole family 

with communion: “Alive in a Global Uprising: The Uprising of Stewardship,” 
Pastor Rick preaching. 11:30 AM Adult Spiritual Formation: “Painting the Stars: 
Science, Religion and an Evolving Earth,” is a seven part series from the group that 
produced “Living the Questions.” The curriculum includes a 20 minute video and 
guided discussion from leading theologians and progressive thinkers. Session one: 
“Toward Healing the Rift.” 
 

 LUNCH BUNCH, May 10, 12:45 PM at Passage to India Restaurant, 1991 W El 
Camino Real, Mountain View. Any and all from our church family (plus guests) are 
invited to participate in this time of food and fellowship. Let Melanie Ramirez or 
Alan Plessinger know if you plan to attend.  
 



 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, May 12, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 
 

 
 

The SPECIAL OFFERING FOR MAY is our annual offering for the Baptist Peace 
Fellowship of North America. We are one of the 
original congregational partners of BPFNA, 
generously supporting their important work 
over the years. The mission of the Baptist Peace 
Fellowship of North America is to gather, equip 
and mobilize Baptists to build a culture of peace 
rooted in justice.  For further information, see 
the website at bpfna.org.  Please give 
generously.  To date, we have received $60 
toward our goal of $500.  
 

 
SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING FOR APRIL is to support scholarship aid at the 
American Baptist Seminary of the West.  Our goal of $750 for this offering will be 
matched by the ABC Home Mission Society. To date, we have received $1104. 
 

IN THE WORLD 
 

NEPAL EARTHQUAKE THROUGH ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 

As a first response to this disaster, $25,000 in emergency 
relief funds from One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) has 
been released to trusted partners of American Baptist 
International Ministries (IM) in Nepal. Additional relief aid 
is urgently needed. 
 
This initial grant of $25,000 will support domestic Nepali Christian 
service organizations and on-the-ground relief efforts. The Nepal 
Baptist Church Council (NBCC), an International Ministries (IM) 
partner for more than 20 years, will receive $10,000 to provide 
food, water, shelter and medical attention for the victims. Human 
Development and Community Services (HDCS), IM's partner in 
Nepal for 11 years, will receive $10,000 to help its two hospitals 
care for the injured. The United Mission to Nepal (UMN), an IM 

http://www.internationalministries.org/drives/28
http://www.internationalministries.org/drives/28
http://nbccnepal.org/
http://nbccnepal.org/
http://www.hdcsnepal.org/
http://www.hdcsnepal.org/
http://www.umn.org.np/


partner for over 30 years, will receive $5,000 for its initial relief efforts. 
 
IM Development Worker in Nepal for more than 21 years Carole Sydnor states, “I have been 
deeply concerned for the safety of IM’s colleagues and my personal friends whom we have 
known and worked with for so many years. I am also saddened by the devastation of so 
many places where I walked with my children when they were young. In this time of crisis—
often frustrated by limited communication with so many people—I have to trust in God’s 
love and care for them. And I have to trust God for people like yourself who will give to the 
relief endeavors of International Ministries. Thank you for sharing my care for this country 
with your support.” Currently residing in the United States with her husband, Charles, also a 
former IM development worker in Nepal, Sydnor returns to Nepal periodically to serve with 
IM partners there. 
 
“We know already that the needs are enormous,” stated Lisa Rothenberger, ABCUSA World 
Relief officer. “At the same time we are already seeing a strong response from our American 
Baptist congregations and a few of IM’s international partners. This generous response 
enables us to walk alongside the Nepali people today and into the future as they rebuild 
their lives and livelihoods.” 
 
A total of $2,500 has been received already from IM's partners in India, including the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Legacy (ABFML) Trust, Balasore Technical School 
(BTS) and a personal contribution from the Principal of BTS and Executive 
Director/Secretary of ABFML Trust, Mr. Ramesh Kumar, and his family, friends and 
students. 
 
Kumar related his prayers and concerns in a recent email: “We deeply mourn 
those who lost their lives in the natural disaster in Nepal. The board of directors of 
the Trust is continually praying for the affected people as you are taking initiatives 
to help those victims.” 
 
Nepali Baptist churches have quickly stepped up to respond to the disaster. “We at NBCC 
formed a Disaster Response committee to pull the resources for relief work,” wrote the 
Reverend Jirman Rai, general secretary of NBCC. 
 
“Our heart goes to the survivors who lost their beloved ones, and to those who are still 
struggling in fear and in the devastated areas,” said the Reverend Dr. Benjamin Chan, IM 
area director for Asia. “IM has worked closely with NBCC and HDCS to build capacity and to 
enhance social development in Nepal. Our priority is to provide immediate relief assistance 
to the survivors in cooperation with partners in Nepal and through the global Baptist 
network.” 
 
Churches in the U.S. and Puerto Rico are asked to keep the Nepali families, 
emergency response workers and government in prayer. Additional financial relief 
is urgently needed. You may give through our church, making your check to the 
church and designating your gift for “OGHS-Nepal Earthquake Relief.” $110 has 
been given so far from our congregation. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is administered by the World Relief Committee of the 
Board of General Ministries of American Baptist Churches USA. The Committee facilitates 
American Baptist emergency relief, disaster rehabilitation, refugee work and the 
development of assistance by establishing policy guidelines and overseeing distribution of 
the annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering received by churches. 
 

http://www.abc-oghs.org/


 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

 
 
Joys: 

 Ron Fredlund and Mary Martin celebrating their 12th wedding anniversary on May 
3, “for a wonderful 12 years” 

 Thelma Parodi for her granddaughter, Lindsay, who received her master’s degree 
with honors last week and has been accepted into the San Jose Police Academy 

 Carolyn Shepherd for Barbara and Ray Hing whose granddaughter was born in 
Maine on May to daughter, Colleen Hing Linde and husband, Brooks; mother and 
baby are doing well 

 Lynn and Marilyn Hunwick on the marriage of their grandson, Bradley, over the 
weekend (with proud Grandpa Lynn presiding) 

   
Concerns – New: 

 Max Vines whose daughter, Lynette Maguire, in Brisbane, Australia, is gravely ill 
with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis and in need of an emergency lung transplant 

 Chuck Syverson for Paul and Jessie Tuan and family as they mourn the death of 
their granddaughter, Joyce, with services this week in southern California 

 Dan Cudworth for Laurie who is suffering from pneumonia 
 Eileen Conover for her daughter, Dawn, diagnosed with early stage cancer 
 For Janet Maxwell who is recovering from surgery in the Health Center at the 

Terraces  



 Lynn Hunwick who reports from Ramesh Kumar who felt the earthquake in Nepal 
in Balasore, 1000 miles away(Balasore Technical School has sent a generous relief 
donation) 

 Carolyn Shepard for those affected by the earthquake; for the turmoil over the 
policing of US city and high rate of incarceration among African Americans 

 Barbara Hing for Ray's dad, Shi-En Hing, for his well-being and for the whole family 
to accept God's will and in the process get to know and love Him better;  for their 
daughter, Colleen Hing Linde, who suffers from rheumatoid arthritis,  for a safe and 
painless childbirth and a quick recovery; for God’s blessings for Colleen’s husband, 
Brooks, and their older child, Ruthie; for everyone's goings and comings, that 
everything will go well and everyone will be safe under the great wing of God 

 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For the ministry of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la 

Paz 
 

 
Ongoing: 

  
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Own and Carl Schilling 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local 

For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
 



TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 
 
 

 
SIXTH SUNDAY IN EASTER, MAY 10, 2015 

 
“Alive in a Global Uprising: The Uprising of Stewardship” 

 
Readings for the week: Deuteronomy 15:1-11; 1 Timothy 6:3-19; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15. 
 
It is…inappropriate to affirm in a wholesale fashion that early Christians criticized 
material wealth. Instead, of crucial importance is the attitude of the person owning it. 
Material wealth can get in the way of putting one’s trust in God, and it can be a 
hindrance to following Jesus (Mark 10:17-22). Yet many of the church ministries and 
services depend on financial resources of those who are willing to share them. 
Therefore, those who have riches “are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, 
and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for 
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life” (1 Timothy 6:18-19). 
 
Further recommendations for behavior follow in the passage about the “good fight of 
faith.” The author of the letter suggests that “there is great gain in godliness combined 
with contentment” (6:6), and recommends “righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness” that will lead to eternal life (6:11-12). The word “contentment” 
renders the Greek term autarkeia, which conveyed the important Stoic concept of not 
being bothered by external circumstances. 
 



“Godliness” translates the Greek word eusebeia and can also mean “religion,” “piety,” or 
“devotion.” It was frequently used in the context of Greco-Roman worship. Godliness 
has already been recommended to Timothy in 4:7-8: “Train yourself in godliness, for, 
while physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in every way, holding 
promise for both the present life and the life to come. 
 
It is worth noting that specifically love, endurance, and gentleness describe behavior 
that is the opposite of how Paul, before his conversion, acted when pursuing the 
followers of Jesus Christ. Then he was “a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of 
violence” (1 Timothy 1:13); now he trusts in the power of Christ for his ministry (1 
Timothy 1:12). Therefore, Paul himself is a good example of proper behavior for 
Christians; that is, he is an example of a life that provides true and everlasting riches. 
(Christian A. Eberhart, “Commentary on 1 Timothy 6:6-19, September 29, 2013”, 
workingpreacher.org).  
 
Prayer: Holy God, you reach out in love through Jesus Christ to save us so that we may live as 
faithful servants of you alone. Unchain us from our desire for wealth and power so that we may, 
in turn, release others from the prisons of poverty, hunger, and oppression. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
Stewardship Sunday comes early this year as we take the next step in our journey with 
Brian McLaren. This week’s focus is “Alive in a Global Uprising: An Uprising of 
Stewardship.” He suggests three great texts on the topic. The first is from Deuteronomy, 
which features guidelines for the “year of Jubilee” in which debts were to be forgiven 
and the land renewed (and redistributed.) The second involves instructions to Timothy 
on how to be a good steward and a righteous or godly individual. This passage contains 
the famous maxim that “the love of money is the root of all evil.” The third is from 
Paul’s second letter to the church at Corinth. Here the apostle “guilts” the Corinthians 
into giving more to the special offering for the church in Jerusalem by telling them how 
generous their poor sisters and brothers in Macedonia have been. 
 
One of the things we discussed in Bible study on Tuesday is how important our attitude 
toward giving and sharing is. We know that “God loves a cheerful giver.” Two weeks 
ago we looked at the passage in Acts 2 in which Luke tells us that the first church 



gathered with “glad and generous hearts.” What if our attitude toward our neighbors in 
need, toward God’s good creation, toward life overall, was one of gratitude? How 
would we be different and what difference would it make in the world around us? 
McLaren argues, and I agree, that an “attitude of gratitude” is fundamental to our 
discipleship. 
 
And while we’re focused on giving, thanks to everyone who has given so generously to 
support the scholarship needs of the students at ABSW. I was telling the Dean Tuesday 
night what a delight it is to sit in the lounge before class and listen in on the incredible 
multi-cultural experience that the school now provides, with students from Korea and 
Africa and Latin America and Oakland and even our own Doug Davidson, who will be 
graduating in a couple of weeks. It’s a blessing to eavesdrop on this rich mix of folk 
committed to following Christ into specialized ministries of all sorts. Thanks also to 
those who have given to the offering for the important work of the Peace Fellowship as 
well as for earthquake relief in Nepal. The needs are great; your generosity is valued. 
 
We did not begin the series on religion and evolution last week as Doug shared his 
presentation on prisons and mass incarceration from his class on Saturday. The 
presentation was timely and informative and led to a spirited discussion. Thanks for 
sharing with us, Doug.  
 
So, this week in Adult Spiritual Formation we will begin a seven part series from the 
producers of the “Living the Questions” curriculum that we studied several years ago. 
This new series is entitled, “Painting the Stars: Science, Religion and an Evolving Earth.”  
Each session includes a twenty minute video featuring theologians and thinkers such as 
Philip Clayton, Rachel Held Evans, Matthew Fox, John Shelby Spong and Bruce 
Sanguin, whose beautiful prayers from If Darwin Prayed, we have used a number of 
times in worship. I believe this will be an exciting and challenging study for us 
 
Please plan to be here by 10:00 AM for worship and Sunday School, followed by Adult 
Spiritual Formation. Then join the “Lunch Bunch” if you’re available. What better time 
to bring others along to share in the life of our community than this blessed Easter 
season? 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.                                    
 
Pastor Rick    
 
 


