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Right around the time of the rioting in Baltimore, I posted on 

Facebook a meme with a picture and quotation from, James Lawson, a well-

respected and beloved figure, active in the US Civil Rights movement of the 60s. 

Lawson says, "Violence has no practical results – toward building a strengthened 

community or solving the problems of human prejudice, bias, and injustice. Peo-

ple accept the ideological or even religious myth that if you want to get things 

done, violence is the way. But violence is not even the faster way. It complicates 

issues, increases and escalates the pain, postpones the hard work of facing the 

problem and healing it. Violence can kill somebody and destroy buildings. But it 

cannot build a house or create a community that is more just and fair." I found 

these words timely, instructive and inspiring. 

Since last fall, when American Baptist Global Peace and Justice Specialist, Dan 

Buttry, visited our congregation, I have been thinking about the practice of non-

violent resistance. Using one of Dan’s books, Blessed Are the Peacemakers, which fo-

cuses on stories of people who have dedicated their lives to making peace – both 

famous and hidden heroes – our Adult Spiritual Formation group spent time 

meeting some of these figures in the fall. We also took the opportunity to share 

with each other our own peacemaking heroes. Then, in January, one of the texts 

we read in my Spiritual Direction program was Walter Wink’s The Powers that Be, 

again with an emphasis on peacemaking and the genius of nonviolent resistance. 

Eventually, we also used this resource in Adult Spiritual Formation. 

The challenge of nonviolent resistance is that it takes incredible discipline and 

planning. It asks that we contain our anger in such a way that we can then channel 

it creatively and constructively rather than acting it out in spontaneous combus-

tion. This is not easy. I have known anger in my life and I have lashed out more 

than once in ways that were unhelpful and only fueled the fire. Perhaps my early 
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commitment to pacifism (I registered as a conscientious objector in 1965 at age 18) 

was an attempt to contain angry feelings and destructive impulses in the service of 

a greater good – the fulfillment of the Beloved Community of God in my own life 

and in the world around me. 

Pacifism in our world often seems as quixotic as Jesus’ proclamation of the Beloved 

Community. “Get real! No one can live like that. What would you do if someone 

was raping your sister or threatening your own life?” “What do you mean, ‘love 

God with your whole being and love your neighbor as yourself,’ ‘love your enemy, 

‘love Samaritans and tax collectors and prostitutes?’ You’re a fool. You have to take 

care of number one first. It’s hard enough just to get along with our own kind.” 

Thu is such a common world view. Let’s not upset the status quo.  

And isn’t it just this commitment, or at least default, to protecting the way things 

are that led to the rioting in Baltimore as well as to demonstrations elsewhere? Peo-

ple are angry, fed up with a system that clings to security for some of us while oth-

ers suffer the pain and indignity of injustice and inequity. When people are in pain 

they cry out. They lash out. They act out. I get that. But what I’m looking for is a 

better way to express frustration and suffering, a way that will lead to real systemic 

change and not just polarize us into extremes. 

In the past couple of weeks, I have seen Martin Luther King, Jr.’s words posted a 

number of times, “…a riot is the language of the unheard.” It is a powerful per-

spective. It insists that we look for, listen to, walk with those who have been si-

lenced, forced to the margins, trampled on and ignored. Yes, right here in “greatest 

country on earth,” there’s work to be done. But let’s look a little more closely at 

King’s comment. Let’s put it in the context in which he first embedded it. 

"I think America must see that riots do not develop out of thin air. Certain 

conditions continue to exist in our society which must be condemned as  vig-

orously as we condemn riots. But in the final analysis, a riot is the language of 

the unheard. And what is it that America has failed to hear? It has failed to 

hear that the plight of the Negro poor has worsened over the last few years. It 

has failed to hear that the promises of freedom and justice have not been met. 

And it  has failed to hear that large segments of white society are more con-
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cerned about  tranquility and the status quo than about justice, equality, and 

humanity. And so  in a real sense our nation’s summers of riots are caused by 

our nation’s winters  of delay. And as long as America postpones justice, we 

stand in the position of  having these recurrences of violence and riots over 

and over again. Social justice  and progress are the absolute guarantors of riot 

prevention. “ 

“Social justice and progress are the absolute guarantors of riot prevention.” To me 

this speaks to the wisdom and rich possibilities of nonviolent resistance and peace-

making. In fact, I believe these are crucial dimensions of Christian theology, draw-

ing on the life and witness of Jesus as he attempted to bring God’s Beloved Com-

munity fully into existence. This is Gospel. There is no peace, there is no freedom, 

there is no Beloved Community when we fail to be just and fair. 

How do we resist injustice, inequity, evil without resorting to violence? How do we 

make real peace in a world dying for it? How do we learn to love our enemies and 

our neighbors and ourselves enough to turn the world right side up and bring to 

life the Beloved Community God imagined from the foundations of creation? I 

have no simple answers nor can I promise the work will be easy, but as a disciple of 

Jesus (along with Lawson, King, Thurman, Mandela, Gandhi, Wink, Dorothy Day, 

Dorothee Soelle, and so many others in the great cloud of witness,) I want to com-

mit myself to this discipline because I believe it is the only real hope we have of a 

different, better future. “We make the road by walking” has been our journey this 

year. If this is so what sort of road do we want to make and leave as a legacy? 

Yours on the journey, 

Pastor Rick 
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TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY is held on Tuesdays at 10:30 AM at the Terraces of 

Los Altos at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 

Let Pastor Rick know if you need transportation.  

CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL is held each Thursday at 7:30 PM in the 

parlor.  New voices are always welcome to join. 

 
  

MEN’S BREAKFAST,  Every first and third Wednesday at  8:30 AM, at 

Palo Alto Breakfast House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All 

the men from our Church family are welcome. 
 

WOMEN'S BRUNCH meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 10 AM 

at Corner Bakery Cafe, 3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our 

church community are invited. Please join us. 

 

SPECIAL DATES THIS MONTH... 
 

 

◊  FIRST ALL-CHURCH COOKOUT OF THE SEASON!  IN HONOR 

OF MOTHER’S DAY, Friday, May 8, 6:00 PM on the Patio.  Ham-

burgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments and beverages furnished.  Bring 

side dishes to share. 
◊ SUNDAY, MAY 10, MOTHER’S DAY, Worship at 10:00 AM followed at 11:30 

AM by Adult Spiritual Formation: “Painting the Stars: Science, Religion and an 

Evolving Earth.” Session one: “Toward Healing the Rift.” 

◊ LUNCH BUNCH, May 10, 12:45 PM at Passage to India Restaurant, 1991 W El 

Camino Real, Mountain View. Any and all from our church family (plus guests) 

are invited to participate in this time of food and fellowship. Let Melanie Ramirez 

or Alan Plessinger know if you plan to attend.  

◊ “OUR FAVORITE THINGS,” Saturday, May 16, 8:00 PM, Resounding Achord 

presents a choral concert in our sanctuary. Ticket information at resoundin-

gachord.org. Students High School and younger – free. 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
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Alternative Spring Break 

The Stanford UCCM (United Christian Campus Ministry)-sponsored 6th annual im-

mersion trip to El Salvador made a detour at the last moment to Nicaragua because 

of a US State Department travel advisory.  The group was composed of Stanford 

students who had taken a class in liberation theology, their professor, and UCCM's 

Campus Minister.  Rising to the challenge of a new destination, class members 

learned the achievements and struggles of another country and enjoyed the beauty 

of its people and its many natural wonders as they connected for homestays with 

Nicaraguan families.  They presented their impressions at Bolivar House on the 

Stanford campus and received a cover story in the Stanford Daily.  UCCM is known 

on campus as "Progressive Christians at Stanford". 

Evergreen encourages ecumenical campus ministries through local churches and 

has given Stanford UCCM a small grant since 2008.  First Baptist Church of Palo 

Alto has supported UCCM almost since its inception 50 years ago.   FBCPA main-

tains an interest in Nicaragua through a sister-church relationship since 1985 with 

Primera Iglesia Bautista of Corinto, Nicaragua. 

  Lynn Hunwick 
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WORSHIP  THEMES FOR MAY  2015 
 

Alive in a Global Uprising: 

May 3             The Uprising of Partnership                        

Acts 16:16-40 

May 10           The Uprising of Stewardship            

Deuteronomy 15: 7-11;  1 Timothy 6:6-19 

May 17          Whatever the Hardship. Keep Rising Up!          

Acts 9:1-25 

Alive in the Spirit of God: 

May 24           The Spirit Is Moving! (Pentecost)                    

Acts 2:1-41 

May 31           Moving with the Spirit            

John 15: 1-8 

E.Y. Fung                    May     2 

Virginia Knechtel             May     6 

Pamela Sullivan              May   15 

Carole Low                  May  16 

Lois Ville                    May  17 

Melanie Ramirez             May  21 

Bryce Johnson                May  28 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY THIS  MONTH TO:  
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Adult Spiritual Formation 
 

May 3— Prisons and Mass Incarceration,  

         Doug Davidson leading 

 

Painting the Stars: Science, Religion and an Evolving Earth 
  

“When I have a terrible need of – dare I say, 'religion'? – then I go 

outside at night and paint the stars.” -- Vincent Van Gogh 
 

Celebrating the communion of science and faith, Painting the 

Stars explores the promise of evolutionary Christian spiritual-

ity. This seven  part video series features over a dozen leading 

theologians and progressive thinkers and allows plenty of 

time for discussion. 
 

May 10— Toward Healing the Rift 

May 17— A Renaissance of Wonder 

May 24— Getting Genesis Wrong 

May 31— An Evolving Faith 
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For Serious Consideration by FBCPA Community 

Peninsula SunShares "Group Buy" Offers Discounted So-

lar Purchase and Installation 

Just in time for Earth Day, Palo Alto is partnering with twelve neighboring commu-

nities and local nonprofit, Vote Solar, to launch a discounted purchasing program 

for homeowners wanting to install solar.  

The Peninsula SunShares program pools the buying power of individual homeown-
ers, allowing the solar industry to offer more competitive pricing on solar photo-
voltaic (PV) installations. Participation in the program could offer homeowners dis-
counted solar options at approximately15% below market rate.  
Vote Solar worked with a community evaluation committee to select qualified con-
tractors for the program. Peninsula SunShares makes going solar simple and af-
fordable!  
Program enrollment ends this summer. To take advantage of the volume discount, 
homeowners must sign a contract with one of the selected installers by July 31, 

2015. Sign up today to receive your free site evaluation and learn how you can benefit from going solar! 
For more information please visit www.mygroupenergy.com/peninsula  

DROUGHT UPDATE: Palo Alto's City Council adopted a resolution 
implementing water use restrictions that will ensure the City is in compli-
ance with all State and local regulations and meets its mandatory 24% wa-

ter use reduction target. To that end Irrigation Now Limited to 
Two Days Per Week. Odd numbered addresses or no address 
may only irrigate on Mondays and Thursdays; Even numbered addresses 
on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Read the Staff Report here and find a summary of 
all water restrictions currently in place. Then 
visit cityofpaloalto.org/water for the latest updates 
and to find out about our free resources or rebates 
to help with your water efficiency goals.  
And for a wealth of other Drought details, rebate 

offers and what WE CAN DO to help preserve Cali-

fornia’s Unique  Biosphere, check out this 

List of upcoming water conservation workshops, press CTRL and click here > 
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Senior Programming for FBC 
 

 
As most of you should be aware by now, the Senior Chat Program, organized 

by Rev. Dona Smith-Powers, and which ran for eight years, ended in Decem-

ber. At that time, the Council decided that it is time to assess the needs and 

desires of our current seniors. 

 

A simple assessment form has been developed to help guide the Congrega-

tional Life Task Team and Council in future planning. While it is most likely 

not possible to address all needs or desires, it will give us some idea of the 

interests of our seniors. 

 

A box will be placed in the entryway for you to turn in your completed form, 

or you can mail it to the church. You can also hand it to Pastor Rick, Carolyn 

or Lois. If you need help completing the form, please let Rick, Carolyn or 

Lois know. 

 

Carolyn Shepard 
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Senior Programming Assessment 

First Baptist Church  

Please complete this form, either for yourself or for a family member. Place the completed 

form in the box in the entry way.  The Congregational Life Task Team appreciates your input 

to better plan our church program. 
 

Name (optional): ______________________________ 
 

1. Are you interested in participating in any programming aimed specifically for seniors? 
 

    Yes_______ No ______ 

                   If yes,       FBC_____ 

    Ecumenical______ 

    Both______ 

    

  2. What types of programming would you participate in?  (Check all that interest you) 
 

 Music _____             Bible Study_____      Book Study_____ 

 Current events______       Movies______  

 Spiritual/faith topics_____    Lunching together______ 

 Getting to Know You group, sharing life experiences_______ 

 Topics specifically related to senior and their needs______ 

 Exercise________ 

 Walking_______ 

 Other ideas____________________________________________________ 

 

   3. Are you able to drive?                     Do you need transportation help? 

 

   4. What other needs or interests do you have? 

 

More home visits by members of the congregation______  pastor______ 

Phone calls from members of the congregation ______  pastor_______ 

Help with medical appointments________ 

Other and/or Comments (Describe on the back) 
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Senior Programming Assessment Page Two 

First Baptist Church  

            Please Leave Your Comments on This Side 

 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________ 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Council Meeting Minutes, April 16, 2015 

 

Carolyn opened the meeting at 5:11 PM.  Rick read from a piece by Bruce 

McLaren in which it is noted that Jesus urged his disciples to be always steadfast, 

and that we, as followers, should do likewise. 

Present:  Jane Chin, Dan Cudworth, Sarah Ha, Eleanor and Hugh Satterlee, Pastor 

Rick Mixon, and Moderator Carolyn Shepard.   

Dona Smith Powers brought to the Council three items: 

She reported on the status of the Senior Chat which is no longer meeting since 

last December.  A small remnant wishes to meet socially on a quarterly basis.  She 

asked if they could meet at FBC on a non-interference basis; the council agreed.   

Dona invited members of the church to participate in a play day on Saturday, 

April 18th for fun and games with the intent for a first and third generation gath-

ering. 

Dona noted that a number of churches are making changes in their landscaping 

to conserve scarce water, and urged FBC to consider this also. 

Rick reported that work in the church office is smoothing out as Kristl becomes 

acquainted with the routine.  Two candidates for the Office Administrator job 

will be interviewed soon. 

Rick will be away from Wednesday, April 22nd through Saturday, April 25 at-

tending to the funeral service for his sister. 

Sarah reviewed the Treasurer’s report, noting that pledge receipts have caught up 

with the plan.  Some tenants are behind in rent payments, but the balance is OK 

because expenses are lower than the plan. 

Jane, for Finance, described her effort on a new report to obtain a Business Regis-

try Certificate required by the City of Palo Alto.  The purpose of the report is to 

permit the City to keep abreast of the impact of businesses.  Churches are not ex-

empt from the requirement. 
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The Council discussed the financing of the hoped for Associate Pastor.  A 

very desirable candidate is being sought, but because of increasing expenses 

for living in Palo Alto, an additional $20,000 will be required to enable the 

church to make it feasible. 

There will be a planning meeting at 1:30 PM Saturday, April 25th in prepara-

tion for the October annual meeting of the Evergreen Association at our 

church. 

Task Teams: -- Mission:  The committee will consider a suggestion that the 

some of the unallocated $7,500 remaining of the mission tithe the church 

adopted last year be devoted to helping with a well project at Redwood Glen 

Camp Ground.  The water supply for the camp has been cut off because of 

the continuing drought.   

Congregational Life: -- Coffee hours for April are covered by volunteers.  A 

schedule of future activities includes:  April 26th-quarterly business meeting, 

May 8th-cookout, May 10th-after church lunch, June 19th- cookout, July 5th- 

church picnic, July 19th-quarterly business meeting, October 9-11 – Ever-

green Association Annual Meeting at First Baptist. 

The agenda for the April 26th quarterly business meeting will center on 

modifying the church budget for the associate pastor position and on pro-

gress to obtain a new office administrator. 

Carolyn offered a short prayer to end the meeting after 7:30 PM. 

Submitted,   

Hugh Satterlee-Clerk 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Quarterly Business Meeting Minutes, April 26, 2015 

 

The meeting was opened at 11:40 AM by moderator, Carolyn Shepard who offered 

a poem by Helen Rice admonishing us to overcome our difficulties and build to-

ward the future with faith and courage. 

A quorum of 18 voting members of the church was present. 

Carolyn urged senior members to submit the questionnaire form concerned with 

programs for seniors. 

The motion was offered:   

To approve an increase of up to $20,000 to the 2015 budget to accommodate the 

needs of the Associate Pastor, with a family of four, living in Palo Alto. 

 Discussion participants included Lois Ville, Nana Spiridon, Lynn Hunwick, Bar-

bara Hing, Kathy Gillam, Jane Chin, Charlie Clark, hugh Satterlee, and Doug 

Davidson.  

 Some wondered if there might be another candidate with smaller requirements for 

pay and benefits.  Others wondered if the spouse could work, adding to income.  

Other questions concerned housing.  Answers emphasized that this candidate was 

uniquely qualified by related experience with a wide reputation, that the pay and 

benefit package is minimal for Palo Alto.  Other questions, in part, concerned the 

age of the children, and were answered adequately.  The motion passed on a unani-

mous oral vote, no negative votes. 
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Rick reported that a planning meeting was held on Saturday, April 25th for the 

annual meeting of the Evergreen Association.  An important result is that Grace 

Baptist in San Jose will take care of meal preparations except for continental 

breakfasts which First Baptist will supply.  Everyone at First Baptist will have an 

opportunity to serve as hosts at the continental Breakfast hour on either Satur-

day or Sunday.  The annual meeting of the Evergreen Association this year is at 

First Baptist Palo Alto, October 9-10-and 11.  James Forbes, one of the great Bap-

tist preachers, will speak on all three days.   

Rick indicated difficulty in filling the position of Office manager vacated by 

Oleta Proctor for the amount currently budgeted.  The process is continuing. 

Eleanor Satterlee repeated a call for volunteers to help with Sunday morning coffee. 

Ron Tuttle’s quarterly Special Funds report was offered and is made a part of these 

minutes. 

Rick closed the meeting with a prayer that we listen for God’s will and then follow 

through. 

Submitted,   

Hugh Satterlee-Clerk  
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AMERICAN BAPTIST NEWS 

New Citizens! 

Congratulations to Sarah Chetti and her daughter Rachel Chetti both of whom received 

their U.S. Citizenship recently!  Sarah is getting ready to return to Lebanon as soon as 

she receives her U.S. Passport.  Dan Chetti will travel to Vietnam from May 9 to May 

16 with other I M Theological Educators to train poorly and under-trained Vietnamese 

Baptist Pastors.  Please keep the Chettis in your prayers for safe travel. 

 

Lauran Bethell, Global Consultant for Human Trafficking 

Lauran Beth lives in Amsterdam, Holland, but travels extensively throughout Europe, 

Asia, and the Americas, teaching, training and consulting in her job as global consult-

ant, according to the IM web page.  Her main goal is to initiate and encourage new 

grass-roots projects addressing the exploitation and abuse of women and children, 

many of whom are victims of trafficking.  A recent letter tells of being Conference Coor-

dinator at Green Lake for 300 founders and leaders of grass-roots Christian organiza-

tions from 55 countries, and of preaching in the Netherlands, at Green Lake, attending 

the India Mission Summit, and hosting many visitors in her home.   

 

Spring 2015 Matching Gift Opportunity 

To encourage new or increased giving to missions, those who wish to make a donation 

to IM from April 15, 2015 to June 15, 2015, will have their donation doubled.  You can 

designate to individual persons such as the Chettis, the Buttrys, Lauran Bethell or oth-

ers, or give directly to International Ministries.  For questions, see: http://

internationalministries.org/drives/27. 

 

BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz 

The Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America, BPFNA, has renamed itself.  It is 

known now as: BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz.  The new name reflects the theme of 

their current 5-year plan and is the focus of their 2015 Summer Conference on July 6-

11 at Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, VA.  According to the Executive 

Director, they are taking a deeper look into the ways members and friends cross bor-

ders for peacemaking, not only physical borders but also those of language, culture, 

race, religion, nationality, generation, class, or sexual orientation.  To read more about 

experiences at a recent BPFNA Friendship Tour to El Paso, TX and Ciudad Juarez, 

Mexico, see Justicia en la Frontera/Justice at the Border:  http://www/bpfna.org/gather/frontera-border.  
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Want a rewarding volunteer Want a rewarding volunteer Want a rewarding volunteer Want a rewarding volunteer 

opportunity?opportunity?opportunity?opportunity?    
Becoming a Spiritual Care Service Volunteer at 

Stanford Hospital  
may be just the right opportunity for you, if you're . . . 
 

• a compassionate listener 
• sensitive to the needs of others 
• a selfless giver (two hours of your time each week) 
• empathetic and encouraging 
• open-minded 
• well grounded within your own faith practice 
• teachable 

 

The next training will be held on three consecutive Tuesday eve-
nings: 
 

 October 13, 20, and 27, 2015 from 7-9 PM 
 

For more information and to get a volunteer application, call (650) 
723-5101 or email: spiritualcare@stanfordhealthcare.org 
 

Interviews for this training will be held through October 1, 2015. 
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The SPECIAL OFFERING FOR MAY is for the  

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America.  
 
We are one of the original congregational partners of BPFNA, generously supporting 

their important work over the years. The mission of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of 

North America is to gather, equip and mobilize Baptists to build a culture of peace 

rooted in justice.   

The BPFNA web site has this to say about the organization:  “What comes to mind 

when you hear the word Baptist? Do you think peacemaker? How about folks who care 

for the poor, resist racial discrimination, speak out about worldwide injustices and care 

for the environment? If that is not your vision of Baptist, then we invite you to stay a 

while, find out more about us and learn what the word Baptist means around here. The 

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America works to gather, equip and mobilize Bap-

tists to build a culture of peace rooted in justice. 
 

As the largest network of Baptist peacemakers in the world, we celebrate and support 

the peacemaking work done by Baptist churches in Canada, the United States, Puerto 

Rico and Mexico by raising the visibility of these efforts; bringing peacemakers together 

in regional and international gatherings; and providing resources, speakers and train-

ing to our members. We also actively connect with peacemakers from other traditions, 

faith-based and secular, to build alliances and work together toward our common goal 

of a more just and peaceful world.” 

 

Copies of BPFNA’s award winning magazine, Baptist Peacemaker, along with other lit-

erature, information on this summer’s “Peace Camp” and a brochure for individual 

membership is available in the church entry way or from the office. For further infor-

mation, see the website at bpfna.org. FBC PA is a charter member congregation of 

BPFNA.  We urge to you give generously.  Our goal for this offering is $500.  
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Minister: Rev. Randle (Rick) Mixon 

650–327-0561; FAX 650-327-1562 

Email: fbc-paloalto@sbcglobal.net 

Web Site: www.fbc-paloalto.org 
 

MAY  Mission Offering:  

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America 

Our Goal is $500.00 
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