
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
June 3, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: "How often we children have been unwilling: unwilling to listen to each 
other, unwilling to hear words we do not expect. But on that first Pentecost the Holy Spirit truly 
called the people together in understanding and forgiveness and utter, wondrous joy. The early 
Christians, then, were known by how they loved one another. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if people 
could say that of us again? Not an exclusive love, shutting out the rest of the world, but love so 
powerful, so brilliant, so aflame that it lights the entire planet – nay, the entire universe!" 

Madeleine L’Engle 
 

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, June 4 at 7:30 PM in the Parlor.  New 
voices are always welcome to join. 
 

 THE CHORAL PROJECT presents “Earthsongs: Global Rhythms” Friday, June 5, 
8:00 PM in our sanctuary, with folk music from the Caribbean, Cuba, Africa and 
America as well as exciting arrangements of popular favorites such as “Fix You” by 
Coldplay, “Let the River Run” by Carly Simon and music from Disney’s Frozen. 
Students under 18 may come free. For ticket information: choralproject.org. 
 

 “CONNECTING GENERATIONS” - PCBA Spring Conference, Saturday, June 6, 
8:30 AM to 1:30 PM, First Baptist Church, Alameda. Joe DeRoulhac, just finishing 25 
years as pastor of the First Baptist Church in Redlands will be the keynoter, 
speaking on “Connecting the Generations: Some Helpful Considerations.” There 
will be worship, 7 workshops and lunch provided. Registration is $25.00 before June 
2 and $30.00 after. Workshops include “Intergenerational Worship,” “Cultivating 
Relationships Across Generations” and “Ohana: Being the Family of God.” Please 
tell Pastor Rick if you’d like to attend. 
 

 SUNDAY, June 7, 10:00 AM, Youth Sunday/Third Sunday in Pentecost, Worship: 
“Alive in the Spirit of God: Dreams and Visions” Doug Davidson preaching. 11:30 
AM Adult Spiritual Formation: “Painting the Stars: Science, Religion and an 
Evolving Earth,” session five is “Evolutionary Christianity.”  
 

 NO BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, June 9. We will resume June 16, 10:30 AM, at the 
Terraces of Los Altos. We will meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, 
#4204, Los Altos. 



 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 

 
 SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 10:00 AM, Fourth Sunday in Pentecost, Worship: “Alive in the 

Spirit of God: Loving Neighbor, Loving Self” Pastor Rick preaching. 11:30 AM, ALL 
CHURCH COOK-OUT after church to say thank you and farewell to Doug 
Davidson. 
 

 CHURCH COUNCIL, Thursday, June 18, 5:00 PM in the Parlor. 
 

 SPIRE DEADLINE, Monday, June 22. 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, June 25 at 10:00 AM at Corner Bakery 
Cafe, 3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are 
welcome. 
 

 AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES – USA, BIENNIAL MISSION SUMMIT, 
June 25 – 28, Overland Park, Kansas. 
 

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JUNE – GRANHOLM SCHOLARSHIP FUND: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recognizing the tremendous costs of higher education 
today, we have established a fund, in honor of Don 
and Mary Granhom, to help support our youth with 
their aspirations of pursuing a college education. This 
fund is part of our Special Funds portfolio in hope 
that the money will grow into a larger fund.  Through 
this fund we can provide a small gift that might be 
used for books or other needs. Our goal for this 
offering is $500! 



 

IN THE WORLD 
 

News from US House member Barbara Lee -- a 
long-time friend to the BPFNA and winner of 
this year's ABC-USA Dahlberg Peace award. 

LEGISLATION STRESSES 'DUTY' OF 
CONGRESS IN IRAQ FIGHT 

House appropriators want to reinforce 
Congress' importance in authorizing military 
intervention in the Middle East, even if so far 
lawmakers have done little on the issue. 

On Tuesday, the House Appropriations 
Committee inserted language into its fiscal 

2016 defense budget bill emphasizing that "Congress has a constitutional duty to debate 
and determine whether or not to authorize the use of military force" against Islamic State 
fighters in Iraq and Syria.  

The amendment — sponsored by Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Calif. — passed by a 29 to 22 margin 
with most of the Republican leaders on the committee opposed to the measure as off-topic 
and politically problematic for the appropriations bill. 

But Lee called the provision an important statement by Congress about its role in matters of 
"war and peace," given the lack of action from lawmakers thus far on military operations 
entering their 10th month. 

"It's way past time to reassert Congress' role in war making," she said. "We can't allow this 
war to go on without a full and robust debate for the use of military force against ISIL. We 
can't allow this policy of endless wars to continue." 

ISIL has been used as an alternative reference to the Islamic State group. 

White House officials have repeatedly emphasized their legal authority to go after Islamic 
State fighters in Iraq and Syria under war power authorizations approved by Congress in 
the wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. 

But President Obama has also asked for a new military force authorization from Congress to 
show political unity in the new Middle East fight. 

In February, Obama sent a draft force authorization for congressional review on the issue, 
but so far neither chamber has made meaningful progress. 

House leaders have said the president needs to try again with a new draft, blasting both the 
draft language and the White House strategy in the region. 

Earlier on Tuesday, the House panel rejected attempts by Lee to repeal the 2001 and 2002 
military force authorizations that provide legal basis for operations against terrorist 



organizations like the Islamic State, with lawmakers arguing it could imperil operations 
overseas. 

But lawmakers said they had fewer concerns with the "sense of Congress" amendment, 
saying it could spur much-needed debate on the issue. 

Whether the provision will remain in the legislation remains unclear. The language must 
survive a full House vote later this month and conference committee work later this summer 
before the budget bill is finalized. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
We are very pleased to announce that our own BETSY ANDERSON will begin work 
tomorrow, June 1, as our OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATOR/BUILDING SUPERVISOR. 
Please give Betsy a warm welcome and do all you can 
to help her ease into the job. She will be training with 
Oleta and Kristil over the next couple of weeks. 
Thanks to both of them for covering the office and 
facilities over the past several months as we have 
searched for someone to fill the position on an 
ongoing basis. 
 
NOTE FROM OUR CO-MODERATOR: Carolyn Shepard wants everyone to know 
that her computer is “in the shop,” so she is off-line for a week or so. If you need to 
communicate with her, please call her – (650) 595-5635 [home] or (650) 339-3397 [cell]. 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joys: Ann Hilllier (June 4), Dona Smith-Powers (June 5), Kathy Gillam 
(June 8) 

 Eleanor Satterlee for the presence of Bob and Ruth Wheaton in worship 
 For all our young scholars as they finish one school year and look to the next – 

especially graduates: elementary school – Dylan Ha; middle school – Daniel Ha; 
high school – Clara Ramirez and Blake Cudworth; seminary – Doug Davidson and 
Naomi Schulz  

 Thelma Parodi for Doug Davidson as he prepares to move on with thanks for him 
and all the wonderful leadership that has moved through our congregation 

 Nana Spiridon with heart-felt gratitude to the women of our congregation for the 
baby shower for Madison and Olivia and their parents. Grace and Greg 

 
 



Concerns – New: 
 Hunwicks  for Ramesh Kumar & family and for the students and staff of Balasore 

Technical School, and for all who have been impacted by the severe heat in India, 
that the monsoon rains will bring anticipated relief 

 Carolyn Shepard for Wayne as he travels in England and France 
 Chip Clark for his landlady, Carlene, who is struggling with health insurance 
 For Janet Maxwell with continued health concerns 
 Pastor Rick for friends, Jon, who is going through a divorce; Horace, who is dealing 

with challenges in his work; Charlotte whose close friend attempted suicide recently 
and is in icu 

 For all those affected by earthquakes in Nepal and by floods in the US 
 
Ongoing: 

 Eileen Conover for her daughter, Dawn, diagnosed with early stage cancer  
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with long term of effects of his 

Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon now living at Silverado in Belmont Hills (if you would like to 

visit, please schedule with Nana); for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Own and Carl Schilling 
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the ministry of Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, local 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 
 



TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 

 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, JUNE 7, 2015 

 
YOUTH SUNDAY 

 
“Alive in the Spirit of God: Dreams and Visions” 

 
Readings for the week: Isaiah 43:6-19; Acts 2:1-6, 14-18. 
 

YOUR HEAD’S ON FIRE 
 
I’m about three weeks into the biggest change I’ve made in a very long time. I’ve said 
goodbye to the job I loved, taken early retirement, and am making my long-time, very 
part-time writing career into something more. We’ll see how that turns out. (Eep!) 
 
But I will say this: as much as I miss the people I worked with, as much as I loved what 
I did for the last 23 years, as difficult as it was to say goodbye, I am excited about the 
future. 
 
Change can be energizing. 
 
Pentecost is all about change. Truly, there is nothing to this story except tremendous 
change. Change has already happened (Jesus is gone) and change is ongoing. As the 
writer pens this tale he knows what some of the upheavals are going to be for this 
group of believers. They’ll struggle with pressures from outside and inside their society. 
They’ll want to bring in newcomers but will not be happy with some of the changes 
newcomers bring. They’ll try to be inclusive, but not always successfully. They’ll 



attempt to carry on the way they think Jesus would want them to, and sometimes 
they’ll fail at it. They’ll argue about the best way to go on. 
 
Change isn’t always easy. 
 
But change they must. It’s part of life; it’s part of a life of faith. Invited or not, welcomed 
or not, it comes to all of us. 
 
Change is inevitable. 
 
As individuals or in institutions, we can resist change, ignore change, berate change. 
We often want to go back to those times when things were comfortable or exciting, 
important or fun, more free or more structured. But going back in time is impossible. 
Moving forward is our only choice. 
 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 
of them. [from Acts 2] 
 
Like that group waiting, praying, hoping, we look to see what’s coming next. The one 
thing we know is that it won’t be what we expect. 
 
Change is coming. 
 
Let’s meet it with our heads and hearts on fire. 
 
(Melissa Bane Sevier, “Your Heads on Fire,” 5-20-2015, melissabanesevier.wordpress.com).  
 
Prayer: Creator Spirit and Giver of life, make the dry, bleached bones of our lives live and 
breathe and grow again as you did of old. Pour out your Spirit upon the whole creation. Come in 
rushing wind and flashing fire to turn the sin and sorrow within us into faith, power, and 
delight. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
This coming Sunday is Youth Sunday at FBCPA. Doug and our children and youth 
have been working on a wonderful service in the spirit of Pentecost. The theme is 
“Alive in the Spirit: Dreams and Visions. Doug will be preaching, Clara Ramirez, 
graduating from high school will offer a reflection and we will celebrate Communion. 
This is a great opportunity for us to support our remarkable children and youth as well 
as Doug Davidson and Elizabeth Ramirez who work with them faithfully. We will also 
recognize those who are making transitions from one level of education to another.  
 
Though it appears we will not be giving a scholarship this year, I still encourage you to 
give as generously as you can to the special offering for the Granholm Scholarship 
Fund. Building up that fund so that we have resources to give scholarship as needed in 
the future is very important. Thanks to Laura Garcia who has made a generous 
donation to the fund in memory of her sister, Janice. 
 
If anyone is interested in going with me to the PCBA Spring Conference in Alameda 
please let me know as soon as possible. I will also give a plug for The Choral Project 
Concert in our Sanctuary Friday night at 8:00 PM. I think you will find the music will be 
moving and fun. Remember children and youth can come free if they obtain passes. 
 
In Adult Spiritual Formation, we continue with the series, “Painting the Stars: Science, 
Religion and an Evolving Earth.” The videos are challenging and informative and our 
discussions have been spirited as usual. This week we will look at an “Evolutionary 
Christianity” as we consider what it means for us a followers of Christ to live into an 
“evolutionary paradigm” rather than a static one in terms of how we see and 
understand the world. 
 
Please plan to be here by 10:00 AM for worship and Sunday School, followed by Adult 
Spiritual Formation. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.   
 
Pastor Rick   
 
  
 

 


