
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
July 8, 2015 

 
Words to Consider:  "You will realize that doctrines are inventions of the human mind, as it 
tried to penetrate the mystery of God. You will realize that Scripture itself is the work of human 
minds, recording the example and teaching of Jesus. Thus it is not what you believe that matters; 
it is how you respond with your heart and your actions. It is not believing in Christ that matters; 
it is becoming like him." 

Pelagius 
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 THE CHURCH CHOIR is on hiatus for the summer. We will resume rehearsals in 
September. 
 

 SUNDAY, JULY 12, 10:00 AM, Eighth Sunday in Pentecost, Worship: “Alive in the 
Spirit of God: Spirit of Service” series, Pastor Rick preaching, followed by Patio 
Hour.  
 

 LUNCH BUNCH, July 12, 12:00 PM at Dinah’s Poolside Restaurant, 4261 El Camino 
Real, Palo Alto. Any and all from our church family (plus guests) are invited to 
participate in this time of food and fellowship. Let Melanie Ramirez or Alan 
Plessinger know if you plan to attend.  

 

 
A CONVERSATION WITH LADORIS CORDELL, Superior 
Court Judge, Retired, Independent Police Auditor for San Jose, 
Retired, Tuesday, July 14, 7:00 pm, Community Media Center, 
900 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto. Following numerous high-
profile cases of police killings of unarmed African American 
and Latino civilians, public confidence in law enforcement is 
clearly in crisis. California is not immune. Suggestions have 
been made — and rather widely supported — to require police 
to wear body cameras. But is that a sufficient response to 
deeply endemic problems? What else can be done? 

 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, July 14, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 



UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 
 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, July 15, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast House, 

2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are welcome. 
 

 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, Thursday, July 16, 2:00 PM in the Parlor. 
 

 QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING, Sunday, July 19, 11:30 AM in the Parlor. 
 

 SPIRE Deadline, Monday, July 20. 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, July 23 at 10:00 AM at Corner Bakery Cafe, 
3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are welcome. 
 

  SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JULY is our annual offering for 
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING. “With our extensive 
network of international and domestic partners, American 
Baptists are able to make a difference wherever and whenever 
disaster strikes.” This special offering is directed to those areas 

and people around the world that are in need from either natural disasters or man-
made disasters.  Our gifts to One Great Hour Sharing make a difference in the world. To 
date we have received $95 toward our goal of $800. 
 
Update on the June Special Offering for the GRANHOLM SCHOLARSHIP FUND. So 
far we have received $867 toward our goal of $500. In addition we received a special gift 
of $500 from Laura Garcia in memory of her sister, Janice, for a total of $1367. 

 
IN THE WORLD 

 
       Advocacy in Action: Michael-Ray Mathews  

Alliance of Baptists blog by Relma Hargus (July 6, 2015) 
 

Even a cursory look at his schedule will reveal how seriously 
American Baptist pastor and Alliance member Michael-Ray 
Mathews takes the words of James 1:22. And, if you want 
to talk with him about what he has done, is doing, and 
plans to do, your opportunity to do so will most likely take 
place over speakerphone while he’s on the road.  

As director for the clergy organizing of PICO National 
Network, Michael-Ray works with religious leaders in nearly 
2,000 congregations across the country to address the 



problems and concerns of their communities, a process which in turn vitalizes and 
strengthens the life of those congregations.  

As the lead organizer of PICO’s Prophetic Voices Initiative, Michael-Ray is a visionary 
voice leading the struggle for racial and economic inclusion in our country.  

Not surprisingly, his dissertation project as a candidate for the Doctor of Ministry 
degree at the San Francisco Theological Seminary in San Anselmo, California, is an 
introductory pastoral theology for pastors engaged in faith-based community 
organizing.  

His territory stretches from Hawaii to New Hampshire and he is not hesitant about 
using whatever platform proves effective, including tweets and Facebook postings 
that make it possible to connect with people he hasn’t yet met.  

Among his latest recognitions—and what he calls “an exciting opportunity … to 
expand my capacity to be a strong executive”—is being selected as an Auburn Senior 
Fellow, a program designed by the historic New York seminary to coach and connect 
faith leaders who have demonstrated their commitment to multi-faith movements for 
justice.  

Senior Fellows gather for two retreats a year and receive executive coaching and 
consulting support from Auburn throughout the year. Once elected, they are invited 
to remain in the program for as long as they are actively engaged in faith-rooted 
justice work and committed to participating in the program.  

In June, Michael-Ray and other PICO clergy and leaders met with top Vatican officials 
in Rome in advance of Pope Francis’ upcoming trip to the United States to discuss 
meeting with him in Philadelphia.  

“The world is captured by his prophetic message of economic inclusion. We hope that 
as he brings that message to the U.S. he will also highlight the linkages between 
economic oppression and the oppression of race in the U.S., especially in a Black 
Lives Matter moment like this.”  

To learn about the other members of the inaugural class—and to be further 
impressed by the company Michael-Ray keeps—visit 
http://www.auburnseminary.org/seniorfellows.  

(Michael-Ray lives in San Jose and is former pastor of Grace Baptist Church.) 

http://www.auburnseminary.org/seniorfellows


 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joys: Betsy Anderson (July 8), Nana Spiridon (July 14), Lionel Kirton  
(July 15), Daniel Ramirez (July 16) 

 Lois Ville for successful surgery on a benign tumor on her friend, Judy; for the 
beautiful flowers provided by Anita Lee 

 Carolyn Shepard in appreciation of Dan Cudworth as co-moderator; for Pastor Rick 
on his 9th anniversary as pastor (July 1) 

 Chip Clark for his landlady, Carlene, whose insurance came through for her 
prosthesis 
 

Concerns – New: 
 Alex Spiridon who has been moved to Palm Villas in Redwood City where he seems 

happier 
  For all those affected by the church burnings and the tragic shooting at Emmanuel 

AME Church in South Carolina 
 Carolyn Shepard for traveling mercies for Hegene Lee and Sook Kim as they travel 

to Korea; Cudworths as they travel to Hawai’i 
 Pastor Rick for the families, friends and followers of two Baptist leaders who died 

this weekend: James Dunn, former head of the Baptist Joint Committee on Religious 
Liberty and Andy Davison , long-time pastor of FBC, Madison, WI; for Virginia 
Knechtel as she moves to Bridgepoint in Los Altos, and Jean Anderson as she moves 
to Palo Alto Commons 

 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere and for the wonderful work of 
Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 

 
Ongoing: 

 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung who are in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Ruth Owen and Carl Schilling 
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 



 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the ministry of Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, JULY 12, 2015 
 

“Alive in the Spirit of God: Spirit of Service” 
 

Readings for the week: Matthew 23:1-12; John 13:1-15; Philippians 2:1-11. 
 

Most parents have, at one time or another, jokingly said, "Do as I say, not as I do." But 
somehow, children never seem to listen. Why? Because apparently, actions speak 
louder than words. 
 

The warning Matthew's Jesus (23:1-12) is issuing to those under the influence of the 
Pharisees of the time is "Do as they say (for, after all, they sit on Moses' seat), but not as 
they do." 
 

This warning embodies the tension that runs all through Matthew's gospel: respect for 
the Pharisees' making a priority of the law and criticism of their way of living out that 
priority. Scholars have puzzled over Matthew's ambivalent relationship to Jewish 



tradition. On the one hand, Matthew is loyal to the Torah, but on the other hand he is 
sharply critical of its main teachers, the scribes and Pharisees. His gospel combines 
penetrating criticisms of their behavior (as here in chapter 23) alongside instructions to 
abide by the Torah, to obey the law even the last jot and tittle (5:17-19). There is the call 
to obey the instruction of the scribes and Pharisees, but also the caution to reject their 
lifestyle (23:2-3). Disciples are expected to keep the Sabbath, to fast, to bring their 
offerings in accordance with Jewish tradition (6:16ff; 24:20; 5:23f) and to pay the Temple 
tax (17:24f), but at the same time, Jesus is presented as the one who challenges 
traditional interpretations of Sabbath, ritual purity, and food laws. 
 

So while Matthew is loyal to the Torah and to the spirit of Judaism's worship and 
devotional practices (Mt 5:17-20), he is, at the same time, critical of its tendency, in some 
circles in his day, to focus on who is excluded rather than who is included and to be 
willing to settle for outward observances rather than inward devotion. For Matthew, as 
for Mark, discipleship involves a purity of heart and not just of hands washed clean 
before eating (Mk 7:14-23; Mt 15:10-20). Jesus emphasizes that the heart is the 
wellspring of good and evil actions alike. He criticizes acts of piety done with public 
pomp motivated by a desire for others' approval, rather than by devotion to God and 
neighbor (Mt 6:1-18; 23:5-7). 
 

Many scholars assert that the prolonged attack against "the scribes and Pharisees" in 
Matthew 23 may reflect more a conflict between Matthew and the rabbis of his own 
time close to the end of the first century than an actual contest between Jesus and the 
Jewish leaders of his day some 40-50 years earlier (Perrin, 71). On this theory, Matthew 
23 reflects the tension between the Jewish synagogue and the new Christian 
community. 
 

I began this reflection with the time worn cynical parental statement: "Do as I say and 
not as I do." 
 

I'll end it with another time worn statement that can be taken positively or negatively: 
"It's not where you start out but where you end up." 
 

Matthew lifts up the Pharisees as a cautionary tale: they started out with good 
intentions, but some ended by seeking to be great, seeking to be exalted (23:11-12). They 
started out concerned for holiness but some ended in exclusion. They started out 
seeking to recognize God in all things but some ended by seeking recognition at 
banquets and in the synagogue (23:6,7). 
 

He wants disciples of Jesus to both start out and end up at a radically different place. 
He wants his church to honor the heart of the law of love of God and neighbor and 

http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Mt%205%3A17-20&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Mk%207%3A14-23&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Mt%2015%3A10-20&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Mt%206%3A1-18&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Mt%2023%3A5-7&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Matthew%2023&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Matthew%2023&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Matthew%2023&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible


serve both with purity of heart and intention. Matthew calls the church of his day to be 
both faithful to its Jewish roots and responsive to the new vision proclaimed by Jesus, to 
be like the "wise scribe" portrayed by Jesus, "trained for the kingdom of heaven . . . who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old" (13:52). 
 

Jesus calls the church in Matthew to live in such a way that they can say to the world: 
"Do as we say and as we do." How to accomplish this? By remembering that in their 
community "the greatest among them must be their servants" and that "All who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted" (23:11,12). 
As a resident of Washington, DC, I recognize political rhetoric, caricatures, and trash-
talk when I hear them, and I hear them loud and clear in Matthew 23:1-12 (Alyce M. 
McKenzie, “Do as I say, Not as I Do: Lectionary Reflections on Matthew 23, October 30, 
2011,” Edgy Exegesis,  patheos.com).  
 

Prayer: Your steadfast love endures from age to age, O living God, for in Christ you tenderly 
care for your people. Instruct us in your way of humble service, that we may imitate his saving 
deeds who humbled himself for our salvation and is now exalted with you in splendor for ever 
and ever. Amen 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 

Thanks to everyone who made Sunday’s Annual Picnic a fun occasion. It took the good 
work of everyone to make the day a good one. This Sunday we will have our bi-
monthly, “Y’all come” luncheon, informally hosted by Melanie Ramirez and Alan 
Plessinger. Any and all are welcome to attend; just let one of them know so we have 
enough seats. This time we will be at Dinah’s Poolside Restaurant in Palo Alto. 
 

In worship we will focus on cultivating a “Spirit of Service.” This is a concept and 
practice that is crucial to our faith. One of the texts is the great hymn from Philippians 
to Christ’s self-emptying service. It is a challenge and example for every one of us who 
claims to be Christian. In Matthew’s gospel, the writer is pretty hard on those who don’t 
practice what they preach and in John’s gospel we find Jesus on his knees washing his 
disciples’ feet. The model that Jesus the Christ sets before to serve one another and all of 
God’s creation is surely the work of a life time. Can we live up to it and into it? 
 

Join us at 10:00 AM for worship, followed by food, fellowship and fun. It will be a great 
day for you to invite others to share with us. 
 

May we continue to grow together as God’s people.   
 

Pastor Rick  



SCENES FROM THE ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 
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