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Words to Consider: The Spirit that moves among us is the same Spirit that moves in and 
through all creation. If we are attuned to the Spirit, we will see all creatures as our 
companions…even as our relatives in the family of God, for in the Spirit we are all related.” 

Brian D. McLaren, We Make the Road by Walking 
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, July 23 at 10:00 AM at Corner Bakery Cafe, 
3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are welcome. 
 

 SUNDAY, JULY 26, 10:00 AM, Tenth Sunday in Pentecost, Worship and Sunday 
School: “Alive in the Spirit of God: Spirit of Conspiracy,” Pastor Rick preaching, 
followed by Patio Hour. 
 

MONDAY, JULY 27, 7:00 PM, White Like Me. The film is 
on white privilege and how it impacts our perspective on 
race. I will lead the group discussion directly following, 
First United Methodist in Palo Alto, 625 Hamilton Avenue. 
This event is part of an ongoing conversation on race begun 
July 6 when 160 people gathered at University AME Zion 
Church at the invitation of Pastor Kaloma Smith. For those 
interested, the same evening at 6:00 PM at First Methodist 
there will be a planning meeting for a children’s event. The 
goal is to expose our kids to different racial, religious and 
ethnic backgrounds. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, July 28, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 10:00 AM, Eleventh Sunday in Pentecost, Worship for the 
Whole Family with Communion: “Alive in the Spirit of God: Spirit of Power,” 
Pastor Rick preaching, followed by Patio Hour – Ice Cream social hosted by Alan 
Plessinger. 



 SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JULY is our annual offering for 
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING.  
 
Our theme for the 2015 One Great Hour of Sharing is “Give 
and Change the World”. 

 
This is our annual opportunity to help others, both in the world and at home, who are 
in desperate need due to natural or political disasters. We can have an impact to 
“change to life of someone in distress in {our} own congregation or community, and at 
other times… in the lives of those we may never meet but who are in desperate need of 
our compassion and generosity. For almost seven decades we have been making a 
difference together – and glorifying God – through this offering which funds relief, 
development, and refugee ministry all over the world and in the U.S. 
 
Our gifts to One Great Hour Sharing make a difference in the world. To date we have 
received $350 toward our goal of $800. 

 
IN THE WORLD 

FOR THE BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE, A FIRST — AND A SECOND 

The Baptist World Alliance is holding its congress in Africa for the first time, as the second 
African in its history assumes the presidency. 

By Robert Dilday (Global Baptist News) 
 

As the Baptist World Alliance prepared July 22 to convene its first world congress in Africa, 
the global organization also transitioned to new leadership with a South African pastor 
taking the helm as president — only the second African to hold the top elected spot since 
the BWA’s founding in 1905. 
 
Paul Msiza, pastor of Peniel-Salem Baptist Church in Pretoria, presided for the first time at 
the BWA’s General Council meeting just prior to the five-day Baptist World Congress in 
Durban, South Africa. The congress, held every five years in various cities around the world, 

is expected to draw about 2,500 
participants from many of the BWA’s 
more than 200 member unions and 
conventions. 
 
[New BWA president Paul Msiza 
(center) examines documents with 
General Secretary Neville Callam and 
staff member Julie Justus, prior to a 
meeting of the General Council. 
(BNG photo)] 
 



The 53-year-old Msiza was elected last summer at the General Council’s meeting in Izmir, 
Turkey. He succeeds John Upton, executive director of the Baptist General Association of 
Virginia, who was elected to the five-year term as president in 2010. 
 
“I stand here today with all humility and being humbled before the Lord to serve,” Msiza 
told council members gathered in Durban’s International Conference Center. “God has put a 
special calling on us to serve our international fellowship. From a human viewpoint we have 
anxiety and questions, but if we rely on those there is nothing we can do. All we can do is 
trust in the presence of the Lord as we move forward, as we begin a new journey together.” 
Msiza, who will work closely with BWA General Secretary Neville Callam, is the second 
African to be elected president. The first was Liberian William Tolbert, who held the office 
from 1971 to 1980. 
 
A former bivocational pastor and school teacher, Msiza has been principal of a Baptist 
college in South Africa, general secretary of the Baptist Convention of South Africa, 
president of the All Africa Baptist Fellowship — one of six BWA regional groups — and a 
BWA vice president. 
 
[From left, BWA leaders John Upton, 
Neville Callam and Randel Everett 
speak to reporters at a press 
conference. (BNG photo)] 
 
Outgoing president Upton said that 
over his five-year tenure the BWA 
had “faced challenges together as a 
family” in a world that “is very 
different from what it was” in 2010. 
 
“One thing that has been most 
helpful to me recently is to 
remember that leadership is not an 
identity,” Upton told the council, 
many of whose members are rotating off. “We’ve each been entrusted with leadership roles, 
but the seduction is to take on leadership as an identity. It’s never an identity. It’s always a 
function. My identity is that I’m a child of God. I live that out all the time, and occasionally I 
lead. For some of us now we’ll take on a new function — a supportive role.” 
 
BWA unions and conventions comprise nearly 50 million Baptists around the world, 
representing wide cultural and social differences — a diversity the group’s general secretary 
said must be acknowledged. 
 
“I come from a certain place, we have a certain way of doing things and sometimes it is 
easy not to recognize our formation in the specificity of our own cultures which influence the 
way we act, the way we live,” said Callam. “We deceive ourselves that the traditions we 
practice are traditions founded in the Word of God. Truly listening to one another and 
seeking to hear the voice of God in each other, we can put aside our own fears and our 
weaknesses. The glorious opportunity is that we can influence one another.” 
 
Callam urged the council — and the churches they represent – to study the “Covenant on 
Intra-Baptist Relationships,” adopted two years ago as an expression of “our ideals as we 
seek to serve together in the fellowship of the BWA in its organized life.” 
 

https://baptistnews.com/ministry/organizations/item/28927-african-tapped-to-lead-bwa
https://www.bwanet.org/images/pdf/Intra-Baptist/spc-intra.pdf
https://www.bwanet.org/images/pdf/Intra-Baptist/spc-intra.pdf


The covenant notes the BWA’s diversity “includes various cultures, languages, customs, 
histories, racial identities, ways of expressing theological conviction, and personal and 
communal encounters with Christ in different cultural contexts. By God’s grace, the BWA 
reflects, in a visible way, the rich diversity of the one body of Christ.” 
 
But, it acknowledges, “the BWA commitment to open dialogue and honest communication in 
the midst of our profound diversity also presents the BWA with perhaps the greatest 
challenge to the unity we are called to maintain.” 
 
“We acknowledge that Baptists are known to have a wide range of opinions and 
perspectives on many issues, including what constitutes ‘truth,’ the covenant asserts. “Yet, 
we love and accept one another. When we believe an opinion or perspective is seriously 
flawed, we challenge each other as beloved family members rather than as strangers and 
enemies. Even the correction of perceived errors must be done in love.” 
 
During its meeting the council agreed to admit an additional union — the Evangelical Baptist 
Churches of Zimbabwe, a network of congregations primarily near Zimbabwe’s border with 
Zambia. 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joys: John Poffenroth (July 28) 
 Celebrating 30 years of sister church relationship with Primera Iglesia Bautista de 

Corinto, Nicaragua 
 Sachiko Berry for the presence of Jane Chin in worship 
 Paul Berry for the hymn, “This Is my Song,” sung at their wedding in our sanctuary 

32 years ago 
 Barbara Hing for their oldest daughter, Abigail, celebrating her 38th birthday July 19 
 Melanie Ramirez for the 22 people who showed up for the Lunch Bunch on the 12th 
 Carolyn Shepard in gratitude for our Corinto celebration and that each congregation 

was remembering the other in prayer 
 For Carolyn Shepard, Marilyn Hunwick and all who helped make the Corinto 

celebration special 
 

Concerns – New: 
 Omar Ramirez for a friend of his mom who needs clothes for her 2 year old 

daughter 
 Melanie Ramirez for traveling mercies for Clara, her cousin and Dona as the travel 

to Glacier Park and Canada  
 Jin Chin for Jane who fell and fractured her shoulder 
 For Mary Martin who is in the Health Center at the Terraces with a fractured ankle 



 Carolyn Shepard for traveling mercies for Hegene Lee and Sook Kim as they travel 
to Korea; Cudworths as they travel to Hawai’i; and Douglas Ha family who are 
vacationing in the Dominican Republic 

 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere, for victims of disasters and for the 
wonderful work of Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 

 
Ongoing: 

 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care 

(please check with her before going to visit) 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung who are in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Jean Anderson, Ruth Owen and Carl 

Schilling 
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 
 For the ministry of Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 



 
 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, JULY 26, 2015 
 

“Alive in the Spirit of God: Spirit of Conspiracy” 
 

Readings for the week: Ephesians 5:15-6:9; Philemon 1:8-19; Hebrews 13:1-8; James 5:1-6 
 

Negotiating Relationships 
 

Relationships are messy. And, so often, it all depends on point of view. From Philemon's 
perspective Onesimus is a slave, and, as a slave, he has been useless (verse 11). What Onesimus 
actually was, we do not know. We never hear his voice nor are we told what he thinks or feels. 
We only hear just enough to suggest that he is estranged from Philemon. Because he is a slave, 
Philemon can do pretty much anything he wants to with respect to Onesimus. From a legal 
stand-point, it is his right. 
 
Paul's perspective is different. He tells Philemon that this useless slave has, during Paul's 
imprisonment, become like a child to him. The only other person about whom Paul speaks in 
this way is Timothy (1 Corinthians 4:17; Philippians 2:22). Paul goes on to describe Onesimus as 
"my own heart." The depth of their relationship is indicated, on the one hand, by Paul's 
willingness to assume as his own responsibility any wrong that Onesimus has done towards 
Philemon (verses 18-19), and, on the other hand, by Paul's caution to Philemon that, if he 
considers Paul his partner, he should welcome Onesimus as if he were welcoming Paul himself. 
What this means for Philemon is that he cannot "see" Onesimus without seeing Paul, nor "see" 
Paul without seeing Onesimus. 
 
This creates a stress point in the relationship between Paul and Philemon. Paul has called 
Philemon his "dear friend and co-worker." The word translated as 'dear friend' is agapētos 
("beloved"), a word Paul also uses to describe Timothy (1 Corinthians 4:17). Therefore, just as 
Onesimus is dear to Paul, so is Philemon. Although Paul is bold enough in Christ to command 
Philemon to do his duty (verse 8)--i.e. to welcome Onesimus as his brother--he is unwilling to 
act in the matter of Onesimus without Philemon's consent (verse 14). This language could be 
passed off as a rhetorical strategy to gain Philemon's good will, but it may also reflect the very 
delicate path that Paul must tread. 
 
Although Philemon will act of his own volition, he will not act in isolation. There are Apphia 
and Archippus, to whom the letter is also addressed, not to mention the church that is lodged in 
the house they share with Philemon. They are watching to see what Philemon will do. And 
there is Paul, who expresses his intent to visit Philemon when he is released from prison. 
Finally, there is Onesimus, whom Paul intends to send back to Philemon. He is probably 
wondering more than anyone what course Philemon will pursue. 



 
Bound Together in Christ 

 
Although the letter to Philemon contains no major Christological images, it is nonetheless 
grounded in an understanding that we live in and for Christ. It is "in Christ" that Paul 
commands Philemon to "do his duty" so that Paul's heart (perhaps a play on verse 12 where 
Paul refers to Onesimus as "my own heart") might be refreshed. This language of "in Christ" is a 
reminder that it is by the spirit of Christ that we live and are brought into a relationship of 
kinship with one another. It is because of this kinship relationship that Paul can dare to 
"command" Philemon, challenging him as a brother. Philemon is praised for his faith--that is, 
trust in and loyalty towards--the Lord Jesus. "Lord" can also be translated as "Master", a word 
that is used (significantly) only in reference to Jesus in the letter. Yet, Paul urges Philemon to 
make that faith effective by perceiving the good thing still to be done for Christ, whose spirit 
binds them together. 
 
The letter to Philemon challenges us to discern, in and for Christ, what is the right thing to do. It 
would be easy if doing the right thing was, for example, taking out the garbage, or helping an 
elderly person cross the street. It is another when the right thing involves a radical 
transformation of social relationships: of learning to see people that time and experience have 
led us to view one way in a completely new way. It is another thing when this radical 
transformation of social relationships asks us to give up what we have come to view as our 
rights: to willingly let go of privilege. It is another thing when this letting go of privilege leads 
us to assume a relationship of kinship--of obligation--with those whom we have formerly 
viewed with suspicion because we now recognize that we are bound together in Christ (Holly 
Nearon, “Commentary on Philemon 1:1-21,” September 5, 2010, workingpreacher.org). 
 
Prayer:  Redeeming Sustainer, visit your people and pour out your strength and courage upon 
us, that we may hurry to make you welcome not only in our concern for others, but by serving 
them generously and faithfully in your name. Amen. 
 

 
 

NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 
 

Thanks to the hard work of Carolyn Shepard and Marilyn Hunwick, we had a great 
celebration of our 30 year relationship with the Primera Iglesia Bautista de Corinto, 
Nicaragua. Thanks to Carolyn, Lois Ville, Lynn Hunwick, Dona Smith-Powers and 
Melanie Ramirez for sharing memories and reflections. Thanks to Jan and flutist, Diane 
Sangster, for beautiful music. We shared greetings from Pastor Ricardo Castillo and our 
friend, Francisco Antonio Flores Mejia who visited us 8 years ago. Francisco is now a 
physician with a wife and daughter. 
 



At our Quarterly Business Meeting we voted to allocate $2500 of the remaining money 
from the tithe of our sale of the Annex to the search for water for our camp at Redwood 
Glen. Currently they are drilling on their land, hoping to find a viable, sustainable 
source of water for the camp. We also voted to spend up to $25,000 from Lundquist 
Fund earnings to upgrade our Fellowship Hall. The project will include repairing and 
refinishing the floor, repairing the stage curtain, painting and improving the lighting. 
 
The Associate Pastor Search Committee announced our candidate for the position. 
Gregory Stevens just graduated from Claremont School of Theology in southern 
California. He received outstanding recommendations and references for his hard work 
and his ability to relate to people, among other desirable qualities. Gregory is a Florida 
native. There will be more information about him in the August Spire. The candidating 
weekend is August 22-23. On that weekend we will have an all-church cook-out 
Saturday evening to meet Gregory informally. On Sunday he will lead the time with 
children and youth and will preach. Afterward we will hold a business meeting to 
consider his candidacy. I hope you will all make an extra effort to be present and get to 
know Gregory as we look to our future as a congregation. 
 
Sunday we will consider some difficult texts, including the little letter to Philemon as 
we try to understand how the Spirit conspires with us to transform lives. Jesus said we 
need to be as clever as serpents and gentle as doves if we want to really make a 
difference in this world. What does it mean for to be Alive in the Spirit of God as we 
journey through our lives in this world? 
 

Join us at 10:00 AM for worship, followed by Patio Hour. Bring someone along to share 
the experience with you. 
 

May we continue to grow together as God’s people.   
 

Pastor Rick  
 


