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Words to Consider: As we walk this road together, we are being prepared and strengthened for 
struggle. We’re learning to cut the strings of “unholy spirits” that have been our puppet masters 
in the past. We’re learning to be filled, led, and guided, not by a spirit of fear but by the Holy 
Spirit instead…a spirit of power, love, and a sound mind to face with courage whatever crises 
may come. 

Brian D. McLaren, We Make the Road by Walking 
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 10:00 AM, Eleventh Sunday in Pentecost, Worship for the 
Whole Family with Communion: “Alive in the Spirit of God: Spirit of Power,” 
Pastor Rick preaching, followed by Patio Hour – Ice Cream social hosted by Alan 
Plessinger. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, August 4, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We will 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, August 5, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast 
House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are 
welcome. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 
Our August Special Mission Offering is for HABITAT 
FOR HUMANITY GREATER SAN FRANCISCO.  The 
mission of the Greater San Francisco Habitat for 
Humanity is to make the dream of home ownership a 
reality for low‐income families ‐ a virtually unattainable 
dream for the majority of residents in San Francisco, 
Marin and the Peninsula.  We urge you to give 
generously to this offering.   Thank you so much on 
behalf of the Habitat families. Our goal for this offering 
is $600. 
 



 
SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JULY is our annual offering for 
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING.  
 
Our theme for the 2015 One Great Hour of Sharing is “Give 

and Change the World”. 
 
This is our annual opportunity to help others, both in the world and at home, who are 
in desperate need due to natural or political disasters. We can have an impact to 
“change to life of someone in distress in {our} own congregation or community, and at 
other times… in the lives of those we may never meet but who are in desperate need of 
our compassion and generosity. For almost seven decades we have been making a 
difference together – and glorifying God – through this offering which funds relief, 
development, and refugee ministry all over the world and in the U.S. 
 
Our gifts to One Great Hour Sharing make a difference in the world. To date we have 
received $795 toward our goal of $800. 
 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 10:30 AM [NOTE THE TIME CHANGE!]:  “UNITY IN 
DIVERSITY,” our annual joint service in Mitchell Park with Covenant Presbyterian 
and University AME Zion.  This year we also welcome First Presbyterian, iChurch and 
the Tongan Methodist Fellowship that meets at University AME Zion to the celebration.  
Worship for the whole family will be followed by a potluck lunch, also in the park.  
Bring food to share and invite someone to share the day with you. If you can help with 
set‐up (9:00 AM) or clean up afterwards that would be great. There will be a joint choir 
that will rehearse at 9:30 AM. 
 

    
 



 

 
Ecumenical Hunger 

Project’s 
BlockFest 2015 

 
Saturday, August 8, 2015   

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
 

Help us celebrate EHP’s 40 years of service to 
the community by joining us at the EHP 

campus for our annual BlockFest! 
 

Fantastic food, festivities, entertainment, local 
vendor booths with freebies and fun activities 

for the kids! 
 

2411 Pulgas Avenue, East Palo Alto, CA 
94303 

 
 

 
The Associate Pastor Search Committee announced our candidate for 
the position. Gregory Stevens just graduated from Claremont School 
of Theology in southern California. He received outstanding 
recommendations and references for his hard work and his ability to 
relate to people, among other desirable qualities. Gregory is a Florida 
native. There will be more information about him in the August Spire. 
The candidating weekend is August 22-23. On that weekend we will 
have an all‐church cook‐out Saturday evening to meet Gregory 
informally. On Sunday he will lead the time with children and youth 
and will preach. Afterward we will hold a business meeting to 
consider his candidacy. I hope you will all make an extra effort to be 
present and get to know Gregory as we look to our future as a 
congregation. 

 
 
 
 



IN THE WORLD 

 
  

Pastor calls Planned Parenthood exposé ‘journalistic distortion’ 
Pro-choice pastor Donna Schaper says abortion opponents have a hard time dealing with 

women as “moral agents.” 
By Bob Allen (baptistnews.com) 

The pastor of a historic New York City church with Baptist ties says much of the recent 
brouhaha over abortion rights has to do with the fact that Planned Parenthood caters 

exclusively to women. 
 
“I think it’s unfortunately a big part,” Donna Schaper, senior minister at 
Judson Memorial Church in Greenwich Village, said July 25 on State of 
Belief radio with Welton Gaddy. “We are getting closer by the minute when 
women will be understood as full moral agents, when women will be 
understood as full human beings, as opposed to people complying just to 
our reproductive role.” 
 
Schaper told Gaddy, pastor of Alliance of Baptists-affiliated Northminster 
Church in Monroe, La., that she thinks people on the Religious Right “are having a hard time 
dealing with women as moral agents and as adults.” 
 
She said it is inconsistent for the Religious Right to label abortion murder while at the same 
time opposing limits on gun ownership. 
 
“When I find the awful pain that the freedom to have guns has caused — Sandy Hook, 
Charleston, I could go on — I wonder why we aren’t joining together to say let’s regulate 
guns and not women’s reproductive systems,” she said. “Guns do violence. Guns do 
murder.” 
 
Schaper said she believes religious hypocrisy is biggest barrier to people’s spiritual lives. 
 
“They just don’t want to be part of religious hypocrisy,” she said. “Battling abortion using 
these stealth methods? Go after the National Rifle Association that way if you want to do 
something that’s good that will save lives.” 
 
Schaper said she believes that “God created science and technology so that we could not 
just have to populate and populate, that we are biological lives plus.” She often talks about 
abortion rights in terms of Just War Theory, a tradition of military ethics that war is always 
terrible but not always the worst option. 
 
“We do imagine that there can be such a thing as just violence,” she said. “So even if you 
thought abortion was a form of violence — which I do not, I think it’s a moral elective choice 
some people make some of the time for good reasons — but even if you thought it was 
violence, the idea that women can’t make decisions about hard things, things that are very, 
very hard, the fact that women are beneath that kind of decision-making, is just a sneaky 
way to put us down.” 
 
Named after Adoniram Judson, the first American Baptist missionary to Burma, Schaper’s 
church today is affiliated with both the United Church of Christ and American Baptist 
Churches USA. It is also a sustaining partner church of the Alliance of Baptists. 
 

http://stateofbelief.com/showarchive/2015/july-25th-2015-undoing-religious-liberty-the-rights-subversion-of-americas-oldest-institution/
http://www.northmin.org.sitemason.com/about-us/about-us?xtags=gaddy
http://www.northmin.org.sitemason.com/about-us/about-us?xtags=gaddy
http://www.iep.utm.edu/justwar/
http://allianceofbaptists.org/PCP/congregation_detail/judson-memorial-churchnew-york-ny


Founded in 1888 with backing from prominent Baptists including John D. Rockefeller, Judson 
Memorial Church is long known for progressive views on social justice issues including LGBT 
and women’s reproductive rights. 
 
Gaddy, who retired in December as president of the Interfaith Alliance but continues to host 
its weekly radio program, told listeners he invited Schaper after reading her July 20 Religion 
Dispatches commentary, “Religion, Lies, and Videotape: Planned Parenthood and the Latest 
Fake Sting.” 
 
Schaper told State of Belief she takes the recent secretly taped interview making the charge 
that Planned Parenthood profits from selling fetal organs personally, because as a former 
member of the organization’s board, “I just don’t like it when people I know are doing good 
get smeared for it.” 
 
Since serving on the Planned Parenthood board 15 years ago in Philadelphia, Schaper said 
she has not been formally associated with the organization since “except by way of people 
who were in trouble who got help from them.” 
 
She described tactics used by the anti-abortion group that released the damaging Planned 
Parenthood video as “sneakiness, deceit and distortion” and said it is damaging for religion 
to engage in such dishonesty. 
 
“Religious people have a real stake in getting as close to the truth as possible, because so 
many people have done so much harm in the name of religion,” she said. “Religion is about 
kindness and love and something like truth. We believe kindness and love and compassion 
are the truth. So when we have a situation of sneakiness, deceit and distortion, it just 
brings us right back to our roots.” 
 
Schaper said the reason Christians love Jesus is “because he was the one who refused to 
have an enemy, even those who persecuted him.” 
 
“So my spiritual quest right now in this particular dustup around the right to choose an 
abortion has to do with how I can be both loving and clear toward those who are using 
journalistic distortion,” she said. 
 
“I’m not perfect here either,” she said. “I don’t want to go into hate or anger. I want to 
learn how to practice lovingkindness, and I’m having a hard time, because I think sneaky 
people need to be reined in and stopped, in the very name of the love that Jesus shows us.” 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday Joys: Richard Barry (July 31), Charlie Lemke (August 2), Don Ha and Oleta 
Proctor (August 3) 

 For the presence of Keith Ilia Christman and Kathy Isgrig in worship (they were 
here from Alexandria, VA for Keith’s 40th Palo Alto High school reunion) 
 

 
 

http://religiondispatches.org/religion-lies-and-videotape-planned-parenthood-and-the-latest-fake-sting/
http://religiondispatches.org/religion-lies-and-videotape-planned-parenthood-and-the-latest-fake-sting/


Concerns – New: 
 Anthia Lee Halfmann for the family and friends of Corinne Fung who died on 

Sunday in Carmel Valley 
 Lois Ville for Jane Chin who is at home recovering from shoulder surgery last Friday 
 Barbara Hing for Kyle who is preparing for the CA bar exam 
 Lynn and Marilyn Hunwick and Thelma Tuttle remembering fondly Adele and 

Dave Silke, for all those who mourn the passing of Adele earlier in July 
 Melanie Ramirez for traveling mercies for Clara, her cousin and Dona as the travel 

to Glacier Park and Canada  
 For Mary Martin who is in the Health Center at the Terraces with a fractured ankle 
 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere, for victims of disasters and for the 

wonderful work of Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 

 
Ongoing: 

 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care 

(please check with her before going to visit) 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For Corinne and E. Y. Fung who are in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Jean Anderson, Ruth Owen and Carl 

Schilling 
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the ministry of Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For the well‐being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 



 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, AUGUST 2, 2015 
 

“Alive in the Spirit of God: Spirit of Power” 
 

Readings for the week: Acts 4:1‐31; 1 Thessalonians 5:1‐11; 2 Timothy 1:1‐14; Ephesians 
6:10‐20. 
 

From “A Thief in the Night” to Harold Camping 
(A Progressive Christian Lectionary Commentary on 1 Thessalonians 5:1‐11) 

 
Before there was a New Testament, before the Gospels were written, before any of 
Paul’s other letters were composed, there was 1 Thessalonians. Many scholars date this 
epistle to 49 CE, making this book not only Paul’s oldest letter of which we are aware, 
but also the oldest extant piece of Christian literature. So, approximately two decades 
after the life of the historical Jesus and approximately two decades before the Gospel of 
Mark, we have Paul’s first letter to the church at Thessalonica. 
 
And in this most ancient of Christian writings to which we have access, we read Paul’s 
admonition that, “concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do 
not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.” Jesus says even more clearly in 
Matthew 24 that,  
 36 about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the 
 Son, but only the Father…. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had 
 known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
 awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also 
 must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 



 
Nevertheless apocalyptic preachers down through the ages have scoured scripture for 
doomsday clues. The truly tragic part is that so many people listen to these charlatans. 
 
The most recent of these false prophets to make headlines is Harold Camping. After his 
spectacularly incorrect prediction that the world would end of May 21, 2011, he 
changed the date to October 21, 2011. In that I’m writing this post more than two weeks 
after Camping’s latest malfeasance, the continuing existence of reality is seemingly 
irrefutable proof of a fundamental flaw in his method of biblical interpretation. 
However, the most interesting (and frustrating) part of failed prophecy is almost always 
the contortions made to somehow rationalize that the erroneous worldview is actually 
still correct. 
 
As reported in The Washington Post, 
 Camping does not apologize for the prediction‐gone‐wrong. He does apologize 
 for saying that people who disbelieved in the May 21 Rapture date would not be 
 saved. He also repeats that it’s a lesson from God, and “sometimes it’s painful to 
 learn.” 
 
Camping’s followers donated more than $80 million from 2005 to 2009, a CNN report 
found. Before the May 21 prediction, some followers gave up their life savings and 
donated their possessions in preparation for the Rapture. 
Over at Religion Dispatches, Daniel Silliman is even more blunt: 
 
 Harold Camping did not repent. 
 He is not sorry. 
 He did not apologize, or say, even, that he was wrong. 
 
In contrast to these apocalyptic views, I have argued in a previous post that the 
following quote adapted from John Dominic Crossan’s book God and Empire is a much 
healthier eschatology for progressive Christianity: 
 The Second Coming of Christ is not an event that we should expect to happen 
 soon, violently, or literally. The Second Coming of Christ is what will happen 
 when we Christians finally accept that the First Coming was the Only Coming 
 and start to cooperate with its divine presence.  
(Carl Gregg, “From “A Thief in the Night” to Harold Camping, A Progressive Christian 
Lectionary Commentary for November 13, 2011,” patheos.com). 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/blogpost/post/harold-camping-admits-he-may-have-made-a-mistake-promises-to-continue-searching/2011/11/01/gIQAagzMcM_blog.html
http://money.cnn.com/2011/05/19/news/economy/may-21-end-of-the-world-finances-harold-camping/index.htm
http://www.religiondispatches.org/archive/atheologies/5348/harold_camping_is_not_sorry/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/carlgregg/2010/11/preaching-reign-of-christ-sunday-as-a-progressive-christian/
http://books.google.com/books?id=Lex6-mQvxU0C&lpg=PA231&dq=%E2%80%9CThe%20Second%20Coming%20of%20Christ%20is%20not%20an%20event%20that%20we%20should%20expect%20to%20happen%20soon%2C%20violently%2C%20or%20literally.%20The%20Second%20Coming%20of%20Christ%20is%20what%20will%20happen%20when%20we%20Christians%20finally%20accept%20that%20the%20First%20Coming%20was%20the%20Only%20Coming%20and%20start%20to%20cooperate%20with%20its%20divine%20presence.%22&pg=PA230%23v=onepage&q=The%20Second%20Coming%20of%20Christ%20is%20not%20an%20event%20that%20we%20should%20expect%20to%20happen%20soon&f=false
http://www.amazon.com/God-Empire-Jesus-Against-Rome/dp/B0013L2EJ0/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1289450008&sr=8-1


Prayer: God of the covenant, even when we fall into sin, your Spirit invites us to remember 
that you chose us to be your servant people. Awaken us to the power and gifts you pour into us 
for the good of creation, and grant that we may be trustworthy in all things, producing 
abundantly as we work to build your realm. Amen. 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 

A large group gathered at First Methodist Church to watch the documentary film, 
“White Like Me.” I found it to be a powerful analysis of white privilege and racism in 
this country. No one is exempt from the effects of these phenomena. They are deeply 
embedded in our cultural values and social systems. Though I imagine most of us long 
for the day when privilege and prejudice may be laid to rest, we aren’t there yet. 
Whatever progress we’ve made toward social and cultural change is not nearly enough. 
We still have a long way to go.  
 
One of things that Pastor Kaloma Smith kept asking us Monday night is what are we 
going to do. It’s one thing to sit and watch a powerful movie, to feel the struggle and 
pain, to share our stories of the past and present; it’s another thing to seek out and 
commit ourselves to the actions that will make life different. One commitment is to keep 
talking and listening and learning from one another. Another suggestion is to speak up 
when we are aware of the exercise of white privilege and racism whenever and 
wherever we encounter them, regardless of the personal or social price. Chip Clark 
attended a pre‐screening planning meeting for an event for children in our community 
to be held at Mitchell Park in September. What ideas do you have to move along this 
needed change in our own community and the wider world? 
 
Sunday as we continue our journey of “Adventure with the Spirit of God,” we will 
focus on “The Spirit of Power.” Again, there are several texts suggested by Brian 
McLaren. I’ve chosen one from 1 Thessalonians, the oldest writing in the New 
Testament. Here Paul exhorts the congregation to “encourage one another and build 
each other up.” What better way to consolidate and motivate the power of a community 
to bear witness to and work for God’s Beloved Community on earth? 
 

Join us at 10:00 AM for worship, followed by Patio Hour. Alan Plessinger will be 
hosting us for a special treat – an ice cream social! Bring someone along to share the 
experience with you. 
 

May we continue to grow together as God’s people.   
 

Pastor Rick  
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