
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
August 5, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: “We are only as strong as we are united, as weak as we are divided.” 

J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire  
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, August 5, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast 
House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are 
welcome. 
 

 Friends and family are invited to a CELEBRATION OF CORINNE FUNG'S LIFE at 
11:30 am on Saturday, August 8 at First Chinese Baptist Church, 15 Waverly Place, 
San Francisco. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to First Chinese Baptist 
Church and designated to "Memorial Fund of FCBC". Please let Pastor Rick know if 
you would like to attend. Condolences may be sent to: E.Y. Fung, c/o Edith Lin, 3934 
Duncan Place, Palo Alto, CA 94306. 

 

 
Ecumenical Hunger 
Project’s 

BlockFest 2015 
 

Saturday, August 8, 2015   
1:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

 
Help us celebrate EHP’s 40 years of service to 

the community by joining us at the EHP 
campus for our annual BlockFest! 

 
Fantastic food, festivities, entertainment, local 
vendor booths with freebies and fun activities 

for the kids! 
 

2411 Pulgas Avenue, East Palo Alto, CA 
94303 

 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1077326.J_K_Rowling
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3046572


SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 10:30 AM [NOTE THE TIME CHANGE!]:  “UNITY IN 
DIVERSITY,” our annual joint service in Mitchell Park with Covenant Presbyterian 
and University AME Zion.  This year we also welcome First Presbyterian, iChurch and 
the Tongan Methodist Fellowship that meets at University AME Zion to the celebration.  
Worship for the whole family will be followed by a potluck lunch, also in the park.  
Bring food to share and invite someone to share the day with you. If you can help with 
set-up (9:00 AM) or clean up afterwards that would be great. There will be a joint choir 
that will rehearse at 9:30 AM. 
 

    
 

 NO BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, August 11. We will resume on Tuesday, August 18, 
10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 
373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

Our August Special Mission Offering is for HABITAT 
FOR HUMANITY GREATER SAN FRANCISCO.  The 
mission of the Greater San Francisco Habitat for 
Humanity is to make the dream of home ownership a 
reality for low-income families - a virtually unattainable 
dream for the majority of residents in San Francisco, 
Marin and the Peninsula.  We urge you to give 
generously to this offering.   Thank you so much on 
behalf of the Habitat families. We have received $95 
toward our goal of $600. 
 
SPECIAL OFFERING FOR JULY is our annual offering for ONE GREAT HOUR OF 
SHARING.  To date we have received $865 toward our goal of $800. 



 SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 10:00 AM, Thirteenth Sunday in Pentecost, Worship and 
Sunday School: “Alive in the Spirit of God: Spirit of Holiness,” Pastor Rick 
preaching, followed by Patio Hour hosted by Barbara Hing. 
 

 CONVERSATION on “Pastor Calls Planned Parenthood Exposé ‘Journalistic 
Distortion’”, Sunday, August 16, 11:30 AM. We have had a request for an open 
conversation on this article, which was featured in the Midweek Message, July 29, 
2015.  Since Sunday seems to be the day most of us are present, we are scheduling 
this conversation for that day. Grab some refreshments from the Patio Hour and join 
us in the Parlor if you’d like to be part of the conversation. 
 

The Associate Pastor Search Committee announced our candidate for 
the position. Gregory Stevens just graduated from Claremont School 
of Theology in southern California. He received outstanding 
recommendations and references for his hard work and his ability to 
relate to people, among other desirable qualities. Gregory is a Florida 
native. There will be more information about him in the August Spire. 
The candidating weekend is August 22-23. On that weekend we will 
have an all-church cook-out Saturday evening to meet Gregory 
informally. On Sunday he will lead the time with children and youth 
and will preach. Afterward we will hold a business meeting to 
consider his candidacy. I hope you will all make an extra effort to be 
present and get to know Gregory as we look to our future as a 
congregation. 

 
IN THE WORLD 

 

 

Life Arises from Hiroshima: Chaplain George Zabelka 
By Dan Buttry     August 04, 2015    

  

 
Nagasaki shortly after the bombing. Somehow the arch of a ruined temple remained 

standing. 

http://www.readthespirit.com/ourvalues/life-arises-from-hiroshima-chaplain-george-zabelka/
http://readthespirit.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/ourvalues/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2015/08/Nagasaki-after-the-bombing.jpg


THE STORY OF CHAPLAIN ZABELKA 
At the 70th anniversary of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, we look at the 
questions of values transformation that saw life, hope, and new questions arise from the 
ashes. 
 

 
George Zabelka in uniform 

 
George Zabelka was a Catholic chaplain in the U.S. Army Air Corp during World War II. 
Toward the end of the war he was stationed on Tinian Island with the 509th Composite 
Group. That was the Atomic Bomb Group that included the crews of the Enola Gay and 
Bock’s Car, the B-29s that dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. He was a 
zealous military chaplain at the time. 
 
Then Chaplain Zabelka visited Nagasaki as part of the occupation forces after the war. He 
was struck especially by the suffering of the children from the atomic bombing. In a 
separate story about the 70th anniversary, historians point out that most Americans never 
saw the extent of the suffering until the 1950s because of strict U.S. censorship of photos, 
films and reporting on the devastation. 
 
Zabelka’s visit to Nagasaki gave him a rare post-war perspective. He said, “This was the 
beginning of a whole new kind of worm squirming in my stomach that something was 
wrong. These little children had nothing to do with the war. Why were they suffering?” 
Then in 1973 he went on a retreat with Emmanuel Charles McCarthy where he heard about 
nonviolence, leading to his “about face” regarding war and nonviolence. 
 
Zabelka dedicated the rest of his life to spreading the nonviolent teachings of Jesus and 
working for peace between people. On the 40th anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima he 
undertook a “Pilgrimage of Forgiveness” to meet with victims and ask forgiveness for his 
and his Church’s silence. He asked forgiveness “for bringing you death instead of the 
fullness of life, misery instead of mercy.” (Read the text of a talk he gave on the 40th 
anniversary - http://www.plough.com/en/articles/2011/july/blessing-the-bombs; or read 
more about his life on Wikipedia.) 
 
Have you ever asked forgiveness for serious hurt you’ve caused others? What had to 
happen inside you to bring you to that point? What values gave you the conviction and 
courage to ask forgiveness? 
 
- See more at: http://www.readthespirit.com/ourvalues/#sthash.O7Ay49C2.dpuf  

http://www.readthespirit.com/religious-holidays-festivals/70-years-since-the-bombing-of-hiroshima/
http://www.readthespirit.com/religious-holidays-festivals/70-years-since-the-bombing-of-hiroshima/
http://www.plough.com/en/articles/2011/july/blessing-the-bombs
http://www.plough.com/en/articles/2011/july/blessing-the-bombs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Benedict_Zabelka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Benedict_Zabelka
http://www.readthespirit.com/ourvalues/%23sthash.O7Ay49C2.dpuf


 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Barbara Hing with thanks for prayers for Kyle who thinks he did well on the bar 
exam 

 Thelma Parodi with thanks for the work of the Associate Pastor Search Committee 
and our candidate, Gregory Stevens 

 For the presence of Jane Chin in worship and for continued healing for her shoulder 
 

Concerns – New: 
 For all those affected by monsoon rains and flooding in Burma, especially Pastor 

Hrang Hlei, his wife, A Cer and the people of Chin Immanuel Christian Church in 
Seattle (an Evergreen congregation) whose families have experienced great loss 

 For Janet Maxwell with ongoing health concerns 
 Barbara Hing for Carolyn and Steven Shepard and all the challenges they face 
 Lois Ville for the family and friends of Corinne Fung who died last week in Carmel 

Valley 
 Charlotte Jackson for Marie Wohlbach who is hospitalized with health concerns 
 Lynn and Marilyn Hunwick and Thelma Tuttle remembering fondly Adele and 

Dave Silke, for all those who mourn the passing of Adele earlier in July 
 Melanie Ramirez for all those affected by the murder if Maddy Middleton last week 

in Santa Cruz 
 For Mary Martin who is at home at the Terraces recovering from a fractured ankle 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 

 
Ongoing: 

 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care 

(please check with her before going to visit) 
 For the work of our Associate Pastor Search Committee 
 For E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Jean Anderson, Ruth Owen, and  

Carl Schilling 
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 



 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the ministry of Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere, for victims of disasters and for the 

wonderful work of Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 

    
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2015 

 
 
 



TWELFTH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST, AUGUST 9, 2015 
 

“Unity in Diversity” 
 

Readings for the week: John 17:20-26; 1 Corinthians 1212-31; Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

COMMENTARY ON 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-31A 
 

A Talking Foot … and Then Back to a Marvelous New Reality 
Paul…makes effective use of one more rhetorical device in the imaginative conversation 
of talking body parts. The dialog underscores the absurdity of a body in which each of 
the parts were to go it alone, ignoring the importance of the body’s functioning as a unit 
or whole. 
 
But then in an important move, “but as it is…” (12:18), Paul both brings us back to 
reality and develops the argument in a novel and compelling way. The arrangement of 
the one body with its many members is not simply an accident to be observed but has a 
divine origin and purpose. Here we meet a distinctive treatment of the body metaphor 
that is quite different in character and purpose from the elsewhere familiar “Christ as 
head” and “we as body” image of Ephesians. 
 
Here instead a different point is being made by the focus on the conviction that “God 
has arranged the members of the body, each one of them, as he chose.” The implications 
of this conviction are asserted finally in the key culminating insight belonging the gift of 
oneness of the Christian community: “If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; 
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it” (12:26). 
 
In order to stress this reality in community, Paul reinforces the three key words, 
“arrange” (12:24), “suffer,” and “rejoice” (12:26) by incorporating in them a typical and 
beloved unique Pauline prefix. The Greek preposition syn (meaning “with” or 
“together,” as in the words “symbiosis” or “symphony”) is prefixed to each of these key 
verbs. It is as if to underscore the assertion that our oneness is a matter of God’s design. 
From creation God has “mixed us all together,” that we might suffer and rejoice 
together in a mutual harmony. 
 
Now we meet even one more key insight of the body language as Paul develops it for 
the Corinthians. It would be significant alone to underscore that the body is composed 
of many parts and each part has an important function. Weight is added in the assertion 
that all of this is by God’s design and the gift of the Spirit. But now this insight is 



pressed in one further step by reflection on the interrelation of the weaker and stronger 
members of the body. Because “God has arranged the body, giving greater honor to the 
inferior member,” (12:24) we are led to imagine and discover the implications of the 
members’ mutual “care for one another” (12:25). (James Boyce, January 27, 2013, 
workingpreacher.org). 
 
Prayer: In you, O Lord our God, we find our joy, for through your law and your prophets you 
formed a people in mercy and freedom, in justice and righteousness. Pour your Spirit on us 
today, that we who are Christ's body may bear the good news of your ancient promises to all who 
seek you. Amen. 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 

This Sunday we will hold our annual service and potluck in Mitchell Park. This is 
always a highlight of the summer. There are 6 congregations participating this year - 
ours, Covenant Presbyterian, iChurch Korean Presbyterian, Tongan Methodist 
Fellowship, University AME Zion, and First Presbyterian. The theme is “Unity and 
Diversity.” You can see the scripture themes above. The service will include music, 
dance, and drama, along with more traditional liturgy. There is guaranteed to be 
something for everyone! Melanie Ramirez will represent us in worship leading. There 
will be a joint choir (gather in the Covenant sanctuary at 9:30 AM for rehearsal.) Bring 
food to share. Come at 9:00 AM to help with set-up or stay afterward to help with clean-
up. Please plan to attend and bring a friend. You won’t be disappointed. 
 
It has been fun to meet with colleagues to plan this service. I regret I won’t be there to 
share the experience. I will be in Seattle this weekend for the memorial service for my 
dear friend, Elizabeth Patrick, who died earlier in the summer. We were friends for over 
25 years and she was important support for me on many occasions. While in Seattle, I 
will also worship with the congregation of First Baptist Church, where I did my 
seminary internship. It also happens that the annual “clergy cruise” on Puget Sound, 
sponsored by the Seattle Baptist Union, will be Tuesday evening so I will be able to 
participate in that as well. I will be back in the office on Thursday. Call the church office 
if there is a pastoral emergency. I pray we all have a good week ahead – healing, 
nourishing, blessed and blessing. 
 

May we continue to grow together as God’s people.   
 

Pastor Rick  
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