
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
August 19, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: “The really important kind of freedom involves attention, and awareness, 
and discipline, and effort, and being able truly to care about other people and to sacrifice for 
them, over and over, in myriad petty little unsexy ways, every day.”  
    David Foster Wallace, This Is Water: Some Thoughts, Delivered 

on a Significant Occasion, about Living a Compassionate Life 
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 
CANDIDATE ANNOUNCED FOR 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR FAITH FORMATION AND FAMILY LIFE 
 

The Associate Pastor Search Committee announced our 
candidate for the position. GREGORY STEVENS just 
graduated from Claremont School of Theology in 
southern California. He received outstanding 
recommendations and references for his hard work and 
his ability to relate to people, among other desirable 
qualities. Gregory is a Florida native. There will be more 
information about him in the August Spire. The 
candidating weekend is August 22-23. On that 
weekend we will have an all-church cook-out Saturday 

evening to meet Gregory informally. On Sunday he will lead the time with children and 
youth and will preach. After Worship and Patio Hour, we will hold a special business 
meeting to consider his candidacy. I hope you will all make an extra effort to be 
present and get to know Gregory as we look to our future as a congregation. 
 

 
 ALL CHURCH COOK-OUT to meet Gregory Stevens, Saturday, August 22, 5:00 

PM (NOTE EARLIER TIME.) Hamburgers, hot dogs, condiments and beverage will 
be furnished. Please bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share. As always, we can 
use help with set up (4:00 PM) and clean up. Thanks.  
 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 10:00 AM, Fourteenth Sunday in Pentecost, Worship for 
the Whole Family: “William and the Future of the Church,” Gregory Stevens 
preaching, followed by Patio Hour hosted by the Congregational Life Task Team. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4339.David_Foster_Wallace
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6160130
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6160130


 
 SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING, Sunday, August 23, 11:30 AM to consider calling 

Gregory Stevens as our Associate Pastor for Faith Formation and Family Life. 
There will be a formal presentation of Gregory as the candidate recommended by 
our search committee, time for questions and answers and a vote to call. 

 SPIRE DEADLINE, TUESDAY, AUGUST 25. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, August 25, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

Our August Special Mission Offering is for HABITAT 
FOR HUMANITY GREATER SAN FRANCISCO.  The 
mission of the Greater San Francisco Habitat for 
Humanity is to make the dream of home ownership a 
reality for low-income families - a virtually unattainable 
dream for the majority of residents in San Francisco, 
Marin and the Peninsula.  We urge you to give 
generously to this offering.   Thank you so much on 
behalf of the Habitat families. We have received $240 
toward our goal of $600. 
 
Also $744 was raised for the Opportunity Center at the Joint Service in Mitchell Park. 

 
 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, August 27 at 10:00 AM at Corner Bakery 

Cafe, 3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church community are 
welcome. 
 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 10:00 AM, Thirteenth Sunday in Pentecost, Worship and 
Sunday School: “Alive in the Spirit of God: Spirit of Life,” Pastor Rick preaching, 
followed by Patio Hour hosted by Nana Spiridon. 
 

 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 – FAVORITE HYMNS AND SONGS: For the worship 
service on September 6, we would like to focus on your favorite hymns and songs. 
We did this a couple of years ago and people seemed to appreciate it. Please submit 
your favorites to Pastor Rick (preferably in writing) so that we might plan this 
service around music that sings to you in particular ways. 
 



IN THE WORLD 

 

 
HOPE, BUT VERIFY 

Christian Leaders Support the Iran Framework Agreement 
 
As Christian leaders in the United States, we welcome and support the Framework 
Agreement, announced by seven nations on April 2, to dramatically restrain the capacity of 
Iran to acquire nuclear weapons. We believe this diplomatic path and process should be 
ardently pursued and given a chance to succeed.  
 
We do so not as politicians but as those whose deep faith commitments compel us to speak 
clearly, with moral and practical wisdom, about any possibility that restrains the threat of 
war and opens pathways toward peace.  Indeed, the One whose words and life we follow 
said “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God” (Mathew 
5:9).  
 
As followers of Christ, we begin with the things that Jesus instructed us to do. Whenever 
Christians are responding to situations of conflict, to issues of war and peace, Jesus must 
always be our starting point. On matters of both personal relationships and public policy, 
we must start with the question, “What can we best do to make peace?”  
 
At the same time, our biblical faith tradition also cautions us about the persistent potential 
of evil. We are aware of this when we view the conflicts between nations and peoples—
which are the inevitable result of human sin in a fallen world. For this reason Jesus said, 
“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves”; he admonished his 
followers to be “wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (Mathew 10:16).  
 
Thus we are careful to trust not in words alone, but in actions that are fully transparent. 
The Framework Agreement, with its unprecedented provisions for verification, relies more 
on transparency than trust and offers the best path to prevent Iran from becoming a 
nuclear armed state.  
 
It is the sacred responsibility of all those entrusted with political power to pursue, with 
patient perseverance, every option that makes Christian leaders support the Iran 
Framework Agreement the destruction of war less possible, in order to protect human life 
and dignity. This becomes an even more urgent moral and spiritual imperative when we 
have the chance to prevent the further spread of nuclear weapons, with their terrifying 
potential of mass destruction.  
 
We are encouraged by the ways this agreement limits Iran’s nuclear infrastructure, 
capacities, and materials—more than some of us had expected or even hoped. But the 
greatest attraction for us is the unprecedented and highly transparent monitoring and 
inspections systems that have been agreed to in principle and now must be finalized by 
June 30.  
 
This path is better than the alternatives. Increasing sanctions, as some have proposed, is 
impossible without multinational support. And to engage in military strikes would be, at 
best, premature, as well as highly unpredictable and morally irresponsible in creating yet 
another U.S. war with a Muslim country.  
 
As Christians we have a moral obligation to pursue this diplomatic course of difficult 
negotiations until that course is shown to be impossible. Diplomacy is never perfect, but 



the framework for a nuclear agreement announced April 2 is the best path to achieve the 
goal of preventing Iran from becoming a nuclear-armed state. When finalized, the 
parameters of this deal will make it more difficult for Iran to develop a weapon—a goal that 
reflects the binding commitments made by 191 U.N. member states, including the United 
States, under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.  
 
As Christian leaders we are telling our political leaders: It is imperative that you pursue 
this agreement with integrity, commitment, and perseverance. We will be praying for you. 
We agree with our brother Pope Francis who said in his Easter Mass: “In hope we entrust 
to the merciful Lord the framework recently agreed to in Lausanne, that it may be a 
definitive step toward a more secure and fraternal world.”  
 
SIGNED BY: Paul Alexander, President, Evangelicals for Social Action; Dr. Carroll A. 
Baltimore, Sr., President/CEO, Global Alliance Interfaith Networks; Rev. Leroy Barber, 
Global Executive Director, Word Made Flesh; Rev. Geoffrey Black, General Minister and 
President, United Church of Christ; Diana Butler Bass, Ph.D., Author and Independent 
Scholar; J Ron Byler, Executive Director, Mennonite Central Committee U.S.; Sister Simone 
Campbell, SSS, Executive Director, NETWORK, A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby; 
Tony Campolo, Founder, Evangelical Association for the Promotion of Education; 
Sr. Patricia Chappell, Executive Director, Pax Christi USA; Shane Claiborne, Executive 
Director, Red Letter Christians; Rev. Dr. Thomas R. De Vries, General Secretary, Reformed 
Church in America; Marie Dennis, Co-President, Pax Christi International; Joshua DuBois, 
CEO, Values Partnerships; Adam Estle, Executive Director, Evangelicals for Middle East 
Understanding; Glen Gersmehl, National Cooordinator, Luthean Peace Fellowship; Wes 
Granberg-Michaelson, General Secretary Emeritus, Reformed Church in America; Very Rev. 
Jim Greenfield, President, Conference of Major Superiors of Men; David Gushee, 
Director, Center for Theology and Public Life, Mercer University; Cynthia L. Hale, 
Senior Pastor, Ray of Hope Christian Church; John P. Hartley, Executive Director, Pathways 
for Mutual Respect; Joel Hunter, Senior Pastor, Northland, A Church Distributed; Hyepin 
Im, Founder and President, Korean Churches for Community Development; Rick Love, 
President, Peace Catalyst International; Rev. Carlos L. Malave, Executive Director, Christian 
Churches Together; Rev. John L. McCullough, President and CEO, Church World Service; 
Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie, African Methodist Episcopal Church; Rev. Dr. A. Roy 
Medley, General Secretary, American Baptist Churches USA; Otis Moss III, Pastor, 
Trinity United Church of Christ; David Neff, Editor-in-Chief (retired), Christianity Today; 
Rev. Stanley J. Noffsinger, General Secretary, Church of the Brethren; Suzii Paynter, 
Executive Coordinator, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship; LeDayne McLeese Polaski, 
Executive Director, BPFNA (Bautistas por la Paz); Soong Chan-Rah, Milton B. 
Engebretson Professor of Church Growth and Evangelism, North Park Theological 
Seminary; Rev. Gabriel Salguero, President, National Latino Evangelical Coalition, Colin 
Saxton, General Secretary, Friends United Meeting; Stephen Schneck, Director, Institute 
for Policy Research & Catholic Studies, The Catholic University of America; Ronald J Sider, 
President Emeritus, Evangelicals for Social Action; Rev. Kristin Stoneking, Executive 
Director, Fellowship of Reconciliation; Ervin R. Stutzman, Executive Director, Mennonite 
Church USA; Bishop Mary Ann Swenson, United Methodist Church; Jer Swigart & Jon 
Huckins, Co-Founding Directors, The Global Immersion Project; Dr. Geoff Tunnicliffe, 
Chairman, Christian Media Corp Int.; Jim Wallis, President and Founder, and Lisa Sharon 
Harper, Chief Church Engagement Officer, Sojourners; Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins, General 
Minister and President, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ); Tyler Wigg-Stevenson, 
Founder, Two Futures Project; Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner, Co-Chair, National African 
American Clergy Network (Baptists highlighted) 
 
Paid for by www.sojo.net, shared by the Pacific Coast Baptist Association 

http://www.sojo.net/


 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday joys: Paul Berry (August 24), Tam Le (August 25) 
 Lois Ville for the joy of having the Hilliers in worship with us  
 Fred Hillier for the opportunity to visit and fro a granddaughter married last month 

who will be coming to Stanford for a master’s degree in the fall of 2016 
 Nana Spiridon for Alex who celebrated a birthday last Thursday and is enjoying his 

new setting; for Madison and Olivia who are growing nicely 
 Chip Clark for a visit from his sister Susan and family from Iowa 
 Melanie Ramirez for Clara who turned 18 last week 

 
Concerns – New: 

 For our congregation as we consider our Associate Pastor candidate and for Gregory 
Stevens as he candidates 

 For Paul Tuan hospitalized at El Camino Hospital with heart problems 
 For all the children, teachers and workers headed back to school 
 Lois Ville for Thelma Parodi who was not in church; for safe travel for Carolyn 

Shepard 
 Nana Spiridon for Alex who will be having cataract surgery next week 
 For all those affected by monsoon rains and flooding in Burma, especially Pastor 

Hrang Hlei, his wife, A Cer and the people of Chin Immanuel Christian Church in 
Seattle (an Evergreen congregation) whose families have experienced great loss 

 For Janet Maxwell in the Health Unit at the Terraces with ongoing health concerns 
 For Mary Martin who is at home at the Terraces recovering from a fractured ankle 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco  
 For former President Jimmy Carter as he lives with the diagnosis of cancer 
 For the United States Congress as it considers the proposed treaty with Iran in 

regard to nuclear development 
 For the people of Bangkok, Thailand in the wake of the bombing at a religious shrine 
 For the people of Tianjin, China in the wake of the deadly chemical warehouse 

explosion 
 For a just and humane response to the refugee crisis in Europe (described as the 

worst since World War II) 
 
Ongoing: 

 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 



 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care 
(please check with her before going to visit) 

 For E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Jean Anderson, Ruth Owen, and  

Carl Schilling 
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the ministry of Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere, for victims of disasters and for the 

wonderful work of Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 
 



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST, AUGUST 23, 2015 
 

“William and the Future of the Church” 
 

Readings for the week: Matthew 25:31-46 
 
The king speaks first to the sheep, the righteous, affirming that they are blessed by the 
father and inherit the kingdom that has been prepared for them from the foundation of 
the world (Matthew 25:34). They have given him food, drink, hospitality, clothing, care, 
and visited him when he was in need. The king’s address to the goats runs through the 
same list of criteria, articulated in the negative. Remarkably, both the sheep and the 
goats express the same surprise in response to the king’s address to each of them: 
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry…?” Although their questions are virtually 
identical, the questions carry radically different implications. The sheep apparently 
acted out of genuine compassion, without any awareness that the king might be present 
among the least ones and without any thought of potential reward. In the patronage 
economy of the ancient world, where gifts and debt were one of the primary means of 
ordering relationships, it was considered foolish to give to those at the bottom of the 
pyramid, who could not be expected to repay. The sheep have been busy, however, 
ignoring this social code. The goats, on the other hand, are still trapped within this 
code. On their lips, the same question the sheep have asked implies something quite 
different. For them, “When did we see you hungry…?” implies that, had they only 
known of the king’s presence among the least ones, they would have been right there 
pitching. 
 
The quest of modern Christians to identify the least ones as precisely as possible aligns 
us with the goats. Even the broadest definition of the least ones, as anyone and 
everyone in need, carries a similar consequence if the ensuing acts of compassion are 
motivated by the reward promised in the parable. When motivated extrinsically, in fact, 
such deeds cease to be “compassionate” at all. They devolve into the kinds of charity 
that preserve the vulnerability of the least ones in order to confirm the “righteousness” 
of the benefactors. In other words, as we pursue our quest to identify the least ones, the 
jaws of the parable snap shut. We discover ourselves in the goat pen. 
 
In the Beatitudes Jesus identifies the subjects of the empire of heaven as the poor in 
spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the 
merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, and those who suffer for righteousness’ 
sake. Apparently Jesus has the same group in mind when he describes the sheep in this 
parable: those who find intrinsic value in identification with and care for the most 



vulnerable. This group would seem to have little interest in relationships dictated by the 
terms of “social justice” or “evangelism,” which so often turn people into objects and 
abstractions. The relationships the sheep pursue, in contrast, locate them smack in the 
middle of the least ones themselves, where the king himself is. For these, the Son of 
Man is not still coming. He is already here. (Stanley Saunders, “Commentary on 
Matthew 25:31-46. March 22, 2015,” workingpreacher.org.) 
 
Prayer: God of new beginnings, you wipe away our tears and call us to care for one another. 
Give us eyes to see your gifts, hearts to embrace all creation, and hands to serve you every day of 
our lives. We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 

This is an exciting weekend in the life of our congregation. For several years now we 
have been in process toward this time. We began with a long range process which led to 
a renewal process which led to a search process. That really is a whole lot of processing! 
 
From time to time I have shared gratitude for everyone who has worked so hard to 
consider and move us toward the future of our congregation. I have also said that we 
have no clear blueprint for what that future will be, but we trust that God is not done 
with us. Looking to that future, whatever it may be, we have committed ourselves to 
spend time, energy and money to explore and experiment with what might be relevant 
ministry for this particular time and location 
 
After a diligent search, our committee has come up with a candidate for Associate 
Pastor for Faith Formation and Family Life. We will meet him, talk with him and vote 
on him this weekend. We are presenting Gregory with a challenging task – to work 
with a shrinking congregation to discover and create new ways to do ministry that will 
bring the good news to our friends and neighbors in Palo Alto. The way we do church 
may be rapidly changing but the need for God’s good news is still imperative as we 
seek to bring God’s Beloved Community to life in our “own back yard.” 
 
Please plan to be here for the cookout on Saturday evening as well as for the worship 
service and special business meeting on Sunday. We need everyone’s input as we make 
this very important decision about the life of our congregation 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.   
 

Pastor Rick  


