
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
August 26, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: "People may spend their whole lives climbing the ladder of success only to 
find, once they reach the top, that the ladder is leaning against the wrong wall." 

Thomas Merton 
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

We are delighted to report that the 
congregation has voted to call Gregory 
Stevens as our full-time Associate Pastor 
for Faith Formation and Family Life and he 
has accepted our invitation to minister with 
us. Though an exact date has not yet been 
set, we are hoping he will begin his work 
with us in the next few weeks. We are 
excited about our prospects for ministry as 
we look to God's future for our community.  
 
If anyone is aware of a nice studio 
apartment that might be available in the 
Palo Alto, Mountain View, Menlo Park, East 
Palo Alto area please let me know. Thanks.  

 
 WOMENʹS BRUNCH will be Thursday, August 27 at 10:00 AM at Corner Bakery 

Cafe, 3375 El Camino Real, PA. All women of our church community welcome. 
 

WELCOME MINISTRY presents  
STREET REQUIEM - for those who have died on the street. 

A concert featuring Frederica von Stade, mezzo-soprano, and Dr. Kathleen McGuire, 
conductor, other soloists, and a mass community chorus. Dan Cudworth and Afan 
Huang are singing in these performances:  
 

Saturday, August 29, 2015, 7 PM   Sunday, August 30, 2015, 2 PM 
Old First Presbyterian Church   Congregational Church of San Mateo 
1751 Sacramento Street    225 Tilton Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94109    San Mateo, CA 94401 

For further information: streetrequiem.blogspot.com 



 
 SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 10:00 AM, Thirteenth Sunday in Pentecost, Worship and 

Sunday School: “Alive in the Spirit of God: Spirit of Life,” Pastor Rick preaching, 
followed by Patio Hour hosted by Nana Spiridon. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, September 1, 10:30 AM, at the Terraces of Los Altos. We 
meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

Our August Special Mission Offering is for HABITAT 
FOR HUMANITY GREATER SAN FRANCISCO.  The 
mission of the Greater San Francisco Habitat for 
Humanity is to make the dream of home ownership a 
reality for low-income families - a virtually unattainable 
dream for the majority of residents in San Francisco, 
Marin and the Peninsula.  We urge you to give 
generously to this offering.   Thank you so much on 
behalf of the Habitat families. We have received $755 
toward our goal of $600. 

 
 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 – FAVORITE HYMNS AND SONGS: For the worship 

service on September 6, we would like to focus on your favorite hymns and songs. 
We did this a couple of years ago and people seemed to appreciate it. Please submit 
your favorites to Pastor Rick (preferably in writing) so that we might plan this 
service around music that sings to you in particular ways. 
 

IN THE WORLD 

 

 
Jimmy Carter: Faith as verb 

By Bill Leonard 
One cannot fully understand Carter’s life, work and present response to cancer apart from 

the centrality of his faith. 
 
Jimmy Carter was president of the United States. Jimmy Carter has built Habitat for 
Humanity dwellings for 33 years. Jimmy Carter led the Carter Center in eradicating much 
of the Guinea worm plague in West Africa. Jimmy Carter is a (mostly) unashamed Baptist. 
Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday school at the Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, Ga. Jimmy 
Carter has cancer. 
 
Yet in announcing that he had contracted that dire emblem of mortality, and that it had 
spread throughout his body, the 90-year-old insisted that he would only “adjust” his 



schedule accordingly. An adjusted schedule is the most accommodation cancer is going to 
get from Jimmy Carter. 
 
I first spoke with the former president in 1996 in a phone interview arranged by the 
Christian Century as part of a review the editors asked me to write for his book, Living 
Faith. Through that volume and the conversation, I learned something of what “centers” 
him then and now. We talked about the book’s focus, tracing the impact of Southernness 
and Baptistness on his life from the de facto integration of his Georgia-farm boyhood, 
through his naval and political careers, to his post-presidential “volunteer” service with the 
Carter Center. 
 
We met face to face two years later when I joined a group of moderate, left-of-center 
former Southern Baptists for a discussion of ways to engage with more conservative, right-
of-center Baptists still affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention. The divisions among 
us were so great that even meeting together was problematic. So Carter held separate 
“summits” for each group, trying valiantly to hammer out a statement of cooperation for 
shared commitments to ministry, all to little or no avail. He had used similar methods in 
negotiating with Israelis and Egyptians to produce the Camp David Accords, an endeavor 
somewhat more successful than with the Baptists! 
 
Undaunted by Baptist obstinacy, Carter again invited some us to partner with him in 
forming the New Baptist Covenant, a loose interracial coalition of Baptists aimed at “action, 
reconciliation and transformation” through “fellowship and cooperation.” The organization’s 
first convocation in Atlanta in 2008 drew some 15,000 persons, probably the largest multi-
racial Baptist gathering ever held in the United States. In 2009, Carter spoke at each of 
five regional New Baptist Covenant assemblies including a two-day event held in Wait 
Chapel of Wake Forest University. He joined Charlotte pastors Clifford Jones and Amy Jacks 
Dean, Wake Forest Professor Maya Angelou and Divinity School student Matthew Johnson 
in addressing the group. The New Baptist Covenant continues to this day, working to link 
various Baptist groups in ministry and racial reconciliation. 
 
Over the years, as a historian of the Baptists, I have become convinced that one cannot 
fully understand Jimmy Carter’s life, work and present response to cancer apart from the 
centrality of his faith and his diligence as a Sunday school teacher, a commitment he has 
maintained for over 70 years. 
 
From the beginnings of the Republic, the faith of many presidential candidates has been 
questioned, overstated or trivialized by political rhetoric. Thomas Jefferson’s Federalist 
opponents labeled him a “howling atheist” in the campaign of 1800. Peter Cartwright, the 
Methodist circuit rider, branded Abraham Lincoln an “infidel” because he held no church 
membership. When Catholics Al Smith (1928) and John F. Kennedy (1960) ran for 
president, many Protestants predicted that if they were elected, the Pope would be running 
the country in no time. 
 
Jimmy Carter’s claim to be a “born-again” Christian troubled secular and religious leaders 
alike. Certain liberals thought he should not speak of it in public, while some conservatives 
suggested he might not be “twice-born” at all. Jerry Falwell observed that Carter only 
“claimed” to be a Christian, and one Southern Baptist leader ended his White House visit 
by opining: “We are praying, Mr. President, that you will abandon secular humanism as 
your religion.” 
 
Undaunted, Carter continued to teach Sunday school at First Baptist Church in Washington, 
as he did at Northside Drive Baptist in Atlanta while Georgia governor. He says he’ll keep 



teaching his class in Plains, cancer or not. I rest my case. 
 
Carter writes that throughout his long life, his Christian faith has “provided the necessary 
stability,” then adds: “Come to think of it, stability is not exactly the right word, because to 
have faith in something is an inducement not to dormancy but to action. To me, faith is not 
just a noun but also a verb.” Perhaps that’s why he’ll work the cancer into his schedule, 
still hoping to work on another Habitat house in Nepal this November. For the ex-
president-Sunday-school-teacher, faith, not cancer, remains the verb. Now and forever 
more. Amen 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday joys: Lorraine Barry (August 28), Lucille Towner and Steve Shi (August 29) 
 For the call of our new Associate Pastor for Faith Formation and Family Life, 

Gregory Stevens 
 Lois Ville for the beautiful flowers provided by Eileen Conover in memory of her 

mother 
 Melanie Ramirez for Eleanor Satterlee and her crew who helped make the Saturday 

cookout a grand time 
 Barbara Hing for 2 granddaughters who celebrated birthdays this month 

 
Concerns – New: 

 Lois Ville for Eileen Conover who is experiencing back pain 
 For continued healing for Jane Chin’s shoulder 
 For Paul Tuan recovering at home from heart problems 
 For all the children, teachers and workers headed back to school 
 For Thelma Parodi who was hospitalized over the weekend for tests 
 Nana Spiridon for Alex who will be having cataract surgery this week 
 For Janet Maxwell in the Health Unit at the Terraces with ongoing health concerns 
 For Mary Martin who is at home at the Terraces recovering from a fractured ankle 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco  
 For former President Jimmy Carter as he lives with the diagnosis of cancer 
 For the United States Congress as it considers the proposed treaty with Iran in 

regard to nuclear development 
 
Ongoing: 

 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care 

(please check with her before going to visit) 
 For E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 



 For Marcia Heydon, Virginia Knechtel, Jean Anderson, Ruth Owen, and  
Carl Schilling 

 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who is in 

Oregon with their daughter 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the ministry of Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere, for victims of disasters and for the 

wonderful work of Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 



FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST, AUGUST 30, 2015 
 

“Alive in the Spirit of God: Spirit of Life” 
 

Readings for the week: Psalm 90; Luke 20:27-38; Philippians 1:20-30 
 

Reciprocating Glory 
 
The first part of today's lesson from Philippians tells us Paul's own thinking about his 
possible impending death at the hands of the Roman authorities. 
 
He writes from prison, not knowing whether he will be released and able to visit his 
beloved congregation again. One would expect him to feel helpless, caged, at the mercy 
of a capricious and corrupt empire, yet he writes with an extraordinary sense of 
freedom. He rejoices that, through the Philippians' prayers and the help of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ, even his present situation will "turn out for my deliverance." 
 
He adds, "It is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be put to shame in any 
way, but that by my speaking with all boldness, Christ will be exalted now as always in 
my body, whether by life or by death" (1:20b-21). Note how comprehensively Paul 
understands "deliverance" here: it encompasses life and death, and is manifested by his 
hope of being a fearless witness to Jesus Christ regardless of the outcome of his 
situation. The word translated "boldness" signifies the confident attitude of a free 
citizen, in comparison with the fearful subservience of a slave. The freedom of thought 
and behavior which Paul models entails remarkable indifference to the power of the 
Roman authorities. 
 
Yet he does hope and expect to be released, so he may see the Philippians again, and so 
they in turn will give glory to Christ. He glories in them, and they glory in him. Their 
relationship is one of reciprocating witness and reciprocating glory in the midst of 
shared struggle. So in the second half of today's lesson, Paul writes as if his confident 
boldness is contagious. He expects that the Philippians' experience will mirror his own. 
How so? 
 
First, Paul encourages them to live their life "in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ." The Greek work translated "live your life" is politeusthe. Related to the Greek 
word for city, polis, it has the sense of "live as a free citizen," "conduct your public life." 
As a plural verb, it addresses the Philippian community as a whole, not simply 
individuals within it. Together, in their public life, they are to live as free citizens -- not 



of Rome, but of God's coming rule on earth (3:20). Remember, Paul is writing this from 
jail. As Paul's followers, the Philippians might anticipate a similar end for themselves. 
 
Secondly, Paul also encourages the Philippians to a public life that will witness to their 
paradoxical freedom in the gospel. Such a life is marked above all by unity: "standing 
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and . . . 
in no way intimidated by your opponents." 
 
This is a striking vision of the church's role in public life. First, it takes its cues from an 
accused prisoner awaiting possible execution. Second, it exhibits unity. When we 
consider the portrayals of churches in relationship to contemporary politics, unity is not 
the descriptor that comes to mind. Mutual recrimination, angry and destructive actions, 
and hate-mongering rather than confident joy, are more the order of the day. This is 
hardly a winsome witness to the faith of the gospel. Small, beleaguered, perhaps 
ostracized or harassed, the Philippians are told simply to hold fast their hope in Christ, 
without being intimidated by those who oppose them, and implicitly without reacting 
in fear or hatred. 
 
Thirdly, the Philippians' refusal to be intimidated by their opponents is a sign of both 
destruction and salvation. Which way the sign points is a matter of perception. While 
most translations, including the NRSV, read "their (i.e., the opponents') destruction," the 
possessive pronoun is missing in the Greek, thus leaving the sentence ambiguous. Paul 
might also be saying that the opponents think the Philippians are heading for 
destruction, because of the suffering they are experiencing -- but the Philippians know 
better. 
 
They know they are headed for salvation, and that even their suffering is a sign of God's 
choice of them and their service of Christ. Once again, they are bound together with 
Paul in a mutually supportive relationship -- they share his conflict and suffering, 
because their entire struggle is a sharing in the sufferings of Christ (3:10). 
 
Finally, the basis of Paul's and the Philippians' confidence is simply this: "this is God's 
doing." It may look like Paul's jailers are in charge. It may look like the Philippians' 
"opponents," whoever they are, are in charge. But no -- God is in charge, and God is the 
only Savior, "who will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed 
to the body of his glory, by the power that enables him to subject all things to himself" 
(3:21). 
 
This is the reciprocating glory that animates Paul's confidence throughout this 
extraordinary letter -- the hope of glory that comes from Christ, and that animates a 



mutual joy and pride in the relationship between Paul and the Philippians. (Susan 
Eastman, “Commentary on Philippians 1:20-30, September 18, 2011,” 
workingpreacher.org.) 
 
Prayer: Redeeming Sustainer, visit your people and pour out your strength and courage upon 
us, that we may hurry to make you welcome not only in our concern for others, but by serving 
them generously and faithfully in your name. Amen. 

 
 

NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 
 

I am personally thrilled that Gregory Stevens has accepted our call to serve as our 
Associate Pastor for Faith Formation and Family Life. Our candidating weekend went 
very well, with a fine cook out and time for sharing on Saturday evening, followed by 
an excellent worship service and special business meeting on Sunday. Gregory 
acquitted himself with grace, good humor and thoughtful reflection as we considered 
together how we might link our lives as pastor and people. 
 
The latest word I have is that Gregory is hoping to join us as soon as September 4. He is 
eager to get started! I trust that we will offer him our customary warm FBCPA welcome 
and do everything we can to support him as ministers with us. Thanks to everyone who 
helped to make the weekend such a special time. 
 
We are coming to the end of the road we have been making by walking with Brian 
McLaren. This Sunday’s theme is “Alive in the Spirit of God: Spirit of Life.” Ironically 
this chapter focuses as much on death and the afterlife as on life as we know it. Our 
focus scripture will be from Paul’s letter to the Philippians leading to an exploration of 
“Living in Christ.” “For me to live is Christ,” Paul proclaims. What would such a claim 
mean for you and me? Patio Hour will be hosted by Nana Spiridon. 
 
Plan to be here to share in worship and Sunday School starting at 10:00 AM. We have a   
special treat Sunday as our service and special music will feature the playing of several 
Native American flutes. What a great time to bring some others along to join us. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.   
 

Pastor Rick  
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