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                      THE SPIRE 
 

           AUGUST 2015 

 

 MIXON MUSES 

We owe a big debt of gratitude to our Associate Pastor Search Committee. Dan 
Cudworth, Don Ha, Melanie Ramirez, Hugh Satterlee, and Carolyn Shepard have 
worked long and hard to come up with a candidate to present to the congregation. We 
sifted through cover letters and applications, held phone and live interviews, checked 
references, processed all this information and prayed. We are also grateful to you for your 
prayerful support as well.  
 
As you know, our first candidate, Marie Onwuaburiri, accepted a different job as 
Executive Minister of the American Baptist Churches of Wisconsin. We had a second 
potential candidate who also accepted a different position before we could make a 
presentation to the congregation. This is one reason the search has taken so long. 
 
We are now presenting Gregory Stevens for your consideration. We are all in agreement 
that Gregory is the best candidate for our position of the applications we considered. You 
can see below background information and our recommendation for your consideration. 
Gregory will be with us the 22nd and 23rd of August.  We will have plenty of time to get 
acquainted and ask our questions before voting. Look at the material we've provided, 
consider our original proposal for renewal and come prepared to engage Gregory 
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personally. There will be a more informal opportunity on Saturday at a cook-out and 
more formal one on Sunday as we worship together and then share in a special business 
meeting. 
 
Let us remember that no one individual will make all the difference that some of us would 
like to see for our congregation. The committee has tried to make it clear to Gregory that 
we are looking for someone to help us grow and thrive. He is clear that this is something 
we will have to do together. We also need to be clear that we are asking Gregory to be 
creative and innovative in developing ministries for our congregation. We will need to 
be patient as he learns about our community and open to his suggestions and plans for 
renewal.  
 
The future is impossible for us to predict, but I believe – and I hope you do, too – that 
some risks are worthwhile in working toward a future we believe in. That is, whatever is 
happening with traditional church life in our world, the life of God's Beloved Community 
will always have a future. The need for compassion, hospitality and service is as great as 
it has ever been. As people committed to the Jesus Way, the call to cultivate compassion, 
to offer hospitality, to serve those in need is fundamental to our identity as a people. 
Without knowing with any certainty what the future will look like, we can still engage in 
exploration, development and actualization of whatever it takes to make the Beloved 
Community real and  alive in the world around us.  We are asking Gregory to take a 
significant role in leading us in new directions. 
 
Please feel free to ask the questions you need to ask. Please pray that God will guide us 
through this phase of our search process. Please consider what you might contribute to 
efforts toward change as we look together to congregational renewal and a future in the 
Beloved Community of God. 
 
Yours on the journey,   
 
Pastor Rick 
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Gregory Stevens, Associate Pastor Candidate 
 

 
 
The Associate Pastor Search Committee is pleased to present our candidate 
for the position of Associate Pastor for Faith Formation and Family 
Life. Gregory Stevens is a Florida native and a graduate of the University of 
South Florida. In May, he completed his Master of Divinity degree at Claremont 
School of Theology in southern California. He has background in pastoral 
leadership and community organizing, having worked with congregations in 
Florida and southern California as well as with Young Life. He received 
outstanding recommendations and references for his creativity, vision, hard 
work, and ability to relate to people, among other desirable qualities. 
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In his cover letter Gregory wrote:  
 
In ministry I have balanced budgets, trained volunteers, planned conference 
events, and facilitated community gatherings, but most importantly I have 
learned the power of presence – showing up is almost the entire battle. A 
ministry of presence “puts flesh and blood on, and moves into the 
neighborhood.” I envision partnering with The First Baptist Church of Palo Alto 
to create a ministry for families, both within and without the church; a ministry 
that helps guide parents along the journey, helps students discover belonging 
and identity, and partners with all to creatively grow into our best selves.” 
 
The candidating weekend is August 22–23. On that weekend we will have an 
all-church cook-out Saturday evening to meet Gregory informally. On Sunday 
he will lead the time with children and youth and will preach. Afterward we 
will hold a business meeting to consider his candidacy. I hope you will all make 
an extra effort to be present and get to know Gregory as we look to our future 
as a congregation.  
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THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

 

• FBC BIBLE STUDY is held on Tuesdays at 10:30 AM at the Terraces 
of Los Altos at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 373 Pine Lane, #4204, 
Los Altos. Let Pastor Rick know if you need transportation. 
 

• MEN’S BREAKFAST, Every first and third Wednesday at 8:30 
AM, at Palo Alto Breakfast House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the 
men from our Church family are welcome. 
 

• WOMEN’S BRUNCH meets on the last Thursday of the month at 
10 AM. Please join us at Corner Bakery Café, 3375 El Camino Real, 
Palo Alto. All women of our church community are invited to join in. 
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 

 
Ecumenical Hunger 

Project’s 
BlockFest 2015 

 
Saturday, August 8, 2015   

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
 

Help us celebrate EHP’s 40 years of service to 
the community by joining us at the EHP 

campus for our annual BlockFest! 
 

Fantastic food, festivities, entertainment, local 
vendor booths with freebies and fun activities 

for the kids! 
 

2411 Pulgas Avenue, East Palo Alto, CA 
94303 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 10:30 AM “UNITY IN DIVERSITY,” our annual 
joint service in Mitchell Park with Covenant Presbyterian and University 
AME Zion.  This year we also welcome First Presbyterian, iChurch and the 
Tongan Methodist Fellowship that meets at University AME Zion to the 
celebration.  Worship for the whole family will be followed by a potluck lunch, 
also in the park.  Bring food to share and invite someone to share the day with 
you. If you can help with setup (9:00 AM) or clean-up afterwards, that would 
be great. There will be a joint choir that will rehearse at 9:30 AM. 
 

    
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING, Thursday, August 20, 2:00 PM in the 
Parlor. 

ALL CHURCH COOK-OUT to meet GREGORY STEVENS, Saturday, 
August 22, 6:00 PM in the church patio. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 10:00 AM, Spirit of Life, Gregory Stevens 
preaching and leading Time for Youth and Children. 

Next CONGREGATIONAL LIFE TASK TEAM MEETING, Friday, 
September 18, 1:00 PM in the Parlor. 
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WORDS OF WORSHIP 
 

Worship Themes for August 2015 

 
Sunday      “Alive in the Spirit of God”                Preaching 
August 2          Spirit of Power     Pastor Rick 
    Acts 4:1-31; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
 
August 9   Unity in Diversity          Joint Service in Mitchell Park 
    1 Corinthians 12 
 
 
August 16          Spirit of Holiness     Pastor Rick 
    Psalm 98; John 14: 15-18, 25-27; 15:26-27; 16:33;  
    1 Corinthians 3:9-15; 15:20-28 
 
 
August 23   Spirit of Life            Gregory Stevens 
    Psalm 90; Luke 20:27-38; Philippians 1:20-30 
 
 
August 30   Spirit of Hope     Pastor Rick 
    Psalm 126; Revelation 1:9-19; 19:11-16; 21:1-8; 22:16-21 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 – FAVORITE HYMNS AND SONGS 
 
For the worship service on September 6, we would like to focus on your 
favorite hymns and songs. We did this a couple of years ago and people 
seemed to appreciate it. Please submit your favorites to Pastor Rick 
(preferably in writing) so that we might plan this service around music that 
speaks to you in particular ways. 
    

  



8 
 

 
BIRTHDAY JOYS 

for 
AUGUST 

 
 

 

   Charlie Lemcke    August 2 

   Don Ha         August 3 

 Paul Berry         August 24 

 Tam Le              August 25  

   Oleta Proctor        August 3 

   Clara Ramirez      August 12 

   Alex Spiridon       August 13 

   Jesse Tuan        August 18 
       

 Lorraine Barry   August 28 

 Lucille Towner   August 29 

 Steve Shi          August 29 
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Jin’s Pictures from August 2nd . . . 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

LIFE LINE SCREENING, September 4, 2015         
 
The First Baptist Church of Palo Alto is pleased to offer a preventive health event.  
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, will 
host their affordable, non-invasive, and painless health screenings on September 4, 2015.   

Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries, 
which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms, which can lead to a ruptured 
aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs, which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial 
fibrillation or irregular heartbeat, which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening 
(for men and women), used to assess the risk of osteoporosis.  

Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from 
$149 ($139 with our member discount).  All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  In 
order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above 
$129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners.  
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First Baptist Church  
July Council Meeting Minutes 

From July 16th 

Carolyn opened the meeting at about 2:10 PM.  Rick read from a piece about 
the spirit of service which flows down, like water, to us from God to the low 
places to help us and our fellow humans when we are down. 

Present:  Jane Chin, Eleanor and Hugh Satterlee, Pastor Rick Mixon, and 
Moderator Carolyn Shepard.   

Rick introduced Betsy Anderson, our new office administrator, to the Council 
for those of us who didn’t already know her.  She reported on her action to 
replace the current housecleaning service with another which promises better 
service at a lower price, and also includes initially free window washing on the 
first floor and deep kitchen cleaning as well as periodic additional in-price 
services.  Betsy also reported on the results of an inspection of the church to 
list tasks that need attention.  Several have been identified to do immediately 
to support the annual meeting of the Evergreen Association at FBC in October.  
Betsy is also working on a list of beautifications and cleanup in support of the 
Evergreen meeting.  Carolyn will arrange a meeting in August with volunteers 
from Grace, San Jose, to plan for that meeting. 

Rick led a discussion of the Search for a new associate pastor, reporting that 
an able candidate, Gregory Stevens, has been identified who fulfills the criteria 
set forth in the job description.  Discussion settled on August 22-23 as the 
best weekend to introduce the candidate to the church family and to hold a 
Special Meeting to vote to call the candidate.  Publicity and activities for that 
weekend are being planned. 

Jane reviewed the Treasurer’s report.  Pledge income is per plan, and rent 
income from tenants is slightly ahead of plan as one tenant had paid ahead.  
$10,000 has been drawn from Special Funds, per plan, to pay for the church’s 
insurance.  Expenditures are low, principally because the planned salary and 
benefits to a new associate pastor are not yet being paid out.   

Jane received the Council’s agreement to ask the church to approve allocation 
of funds from the investment of the Lucile Lundquist bequest at the quarterly 
business meeting on Sunday, July 19th to support the church beautification 
projects now being pursued. 
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Task Teams:  
Mission: $2,500 has been allocated as an offering to support the water supply 
project at Redwood Glen.  This is part of the tithe from the proceeds of the 
sale of the Annex for which worthy projects had not yet been identified.  This 
leave $5,000 from the tithe still unallocated.  Carolyn reported that Mission is 
considering projects related to human trafficking as possible candidates for 
part of the balance.   
Carolyn will coordinate FBCs involvement in Crop Walk to support firms which 
provide food for the poor.  Participants solicit sponsors who give money for 
each mile the participant walks.  Crop Walk will take place in October. 
Publicity and programs are in place for the celebration of our church’s 30 year 
association with the Baptist church in Corinto, Nicaragua on Sunday, July 19th. 

Congregational Life: The team will meet Friday, July 18th at 1:00 PM in the 
parlor. 

The next Council meeting will be on August 13, 2015 at 5:00 PM. 

Carolyn closed the meeting with a prayer at about 3:45 PM. 

Submitted,   

Hugh Satterlee-Clerk 
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First Baptist Church 
July Council Meeting Minutes 

From July 19th 

The meeting was opened at 11:45 AM by moderator, Carolyn Shepard, who 
offered a short prayer. 

Nineteen voting members of the church, exceeding the requirement of 
seventeen, were present. 

Carolyn announced that the search committee has identified a candidate, 
Gregory Stevens, who meets the criteria to lead the church’s ministry to 
children and youth and with skills and experience to help bring new members 
into the life of our church.  The weekend of August 22-23 has been designated 
to meet Gregory, and observe him participating in Sunday morning worship 
and educational activities.  A Q and A session will follow worship; then, a 
special meeting will be held to vote to call him to service.  Discussion ensued, 
and it was noted that the pay and benefit package will be negotiated as well 
as the time he will begin work in our church. 

Carolyn, for the Council, offered the following motion: 

Approve the use of up to $25,000 from earnings of the Lundquist 
Fund for refurbishment of the Fellowship Hall to include flooring 
(including termite repair), repair of the stage curtain pull cord, 
window coverings, painting and, possibly lighting. 

The motion passed on a voice vote after some discussion. 

Carolyn, for the Council, offered a second motion: 

$2,500 from the $10,000 designated for local mission projects 
from the Annex Sale Fund shall be allocated to the Redwood Glen 
Water Project  

Following discussion, the motion passed on a voice vote. 

A message from the American Baptist missionary in Haiti was read thanking 
us for the $10,000 gift and indicating the care with which the funds are being 
spent to assure more fresh clean water for the people. 

Announcements of upcoming events were reviewed: 
The annual joint worship service, with five churches this year, will be 
held in Mitchell Park starting at 10:30 AM followed by a potluck lunch. 
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Carolyn will coordinate the CROP Walk for our church.  The event will be 
held in Burgess Park in Menlo Park on October 4th.  Participants enlist 
sponsors who donate to the event in proportion to the ground covered 
by the participants.  Seventy-five percent of proceeds will go to Church 
World Service, and the balance divided between the Ecumenical hunger 
Program and Call Primrose. 
The annual conference of the Evergreen Association will be held October 
9, 10, and 11 at FBC Palo Alto.  The Rev. James Forbes, one of the 
country’s foremost preachers, will speak on all three days, including the 
Sunday morning sermon.  FBC is responsible for providing continental 
breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday mornings. 

The treasurer’s report for June was distributed for information. 

Ron Tuttle’s quarterly Special Funds report was distributed and is made a part 
of these minutes. 

Rick closed the meeting with special thanks to Carolyn Shepard for the 
enormous time and effort she has devoted to the church, and especially this 
last week preparing for this meeting and the 30-year anniversary celebration 
of association between FBC Palo Alto and the Corinto church. 

Submitted,   

Hugh Satterlee-Clerk 
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Corinne Lillian (Kwong) Fung 
 

November 24, 1929 – July 26, 2015 

Corinne was born in Nanking, China. She lived a full and joyful life and is 
survived by her loving husband of sixty-four years, Edmond Yuen-On Fung, 
her six children and their spouses, twelve grandchildren, four great-
grandchildren, an older brother, as well as many nieces and nephews.  
 
Friends and family are invited to a celebration of Corinne's life at 11:30 AM on 
Saturday, August 8 at First Chinese Baptist Church, 15 Waverly Place, San 
Francisco. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to First Chinese Baptist 
Church and designated to "Memorial Fund of FCBC." 
  
The Fungs were long-time members of FBCPA. Among other things, Corinne 
was involved with our Monday Covenant Group and our quilting group. 
Condolences may be sent to:  
  
E.Y. Fung  
c/o Edith Lin  
3934 Duncan Place  
Palo Alto, CA 94306  
 

 

 

IN    MEMORIAM 
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ADELE NORMAN SILKE 
September 12, 1926 – July 9, 2015  

Adele Norman Silke was a big part 
of Baptist life long before she and 
David came to the First Baptist 
Church in the mid-1950s. A gifted 
and acclaimed singer, Adele was 
well-known in Baptist circles, 
singing for vesper services on the 
lawn at what is now the American 
Baptist Assembly in Green Lake, 
Wisconsin for several years in the 
forties. Adele married David Silke, 
who was a classmate of both Lynn 
and Marilyn Hunwick and E.Y. Fung, 
at the Berkeley Baptist Divinity 
School. David was youth minister 
here at FBC in the fifties, and Adele 
was the pre-imminent soloist in the 
choir. They moved to Washington 
state, where David was pastor at 
several churches before his 
retirement. Condolences maybe be 
sent to: 

Pastor David Silke 
1863 Connery Lane East 
Port Orchard WA 98366 

 

 

 
 
 
 



16 
 

     

 
 

OUR AUGUST SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
GREATER SAN FRANCISCO 

 
GOAL: $600.00 

  
The mission of the Greater San Francisco Habitat for Humanity is to make the dream of 
home ownership a reality for low-income families - a virtually unattainable dream for 
the majority of residents in San Francisco, Marin and the Peninsula.  
 
Here are the current Mission, Vision and Values Statements for Habitat for Humanity of 
Greater San Francisco:  
 

MISSION 
Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco partners with working families and the 
community to build affordable ownership homes in San Francisco, Marin, and the 
Peninsula.  
 

VISION 
With input from volunteers, partner homeowners, donors, community leaders and staff, 
Habitat Greater San Francisco’s Board of Directors approved a plan to meet ambitious 
goals by 2020.  
  
Under the 2020 Vision, we plan to:  
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• Build 400 more homes in Marin, San Francisco and the Peninsula: several new 

developments have been proposed in all three counties served by the 
organization.  

 
• Deepen our community impact by renovating 200 more homes and 50 

neighborhood facilities, and helping more families to qualify for homeownership 
through financial skillbuilding programs.  

 
• Leverage Habitat’s highly visible brand to raise awareness of the local Habitat 

Greater San Francisco affiliate and stimulate more involvement through 
volunteerism and philanthropy.    

 
• Dramatically increase revenue generation through fundraising, community 

support and a new Habitat ReStore.  
 

VALUES 
Habitat Greater San Francisco provides a hand-up, not a hand-out for families in 
desperate need of improved living conditions. Our homeowners invest 500 hours of 
sweat equity to help build their own homes as well as additional time for homeowner 
workshops. Houses are sold to partner families at no profit and are financed with 
affordable, zero interest mortgages.  Please give generously to help our neighbors in need. 
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Minister: Rev. Randle (Rick) Mixon 
650–327-0561; FAX 650-327-1562 
Email: fbc-paloalto@sbcglobal.net 
Web Site: www.fbc-paloalto.org 

 
 
 

The August 2015 Special Offering is for 
Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco 

Our Goal is $ 600 
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