
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
September 2, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: "Trees are poems that the earth writes upon the sky.” 

Kahlil Gibran, Sand and Foam  
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 CHOIR REHEARSALS BEGIN, Thursday, September 10, 7:30 PM in the Parlor. 
Come for the music fun and fellowship. Lift your voice in joyful song! All are 
welcome. 
 

 
 

 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 10:00 AM, Seventeenth Sunday in Pentecost, Worship 
for the Whole Family: “Focus on the Family,” Gregory Stevens preaching. Followed 
by light refreshments at the last Patio Hour of the season, hosted by Elizabeth 
Ramirez and Melanie Ramirez. 

http://org.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=%2F%2BwT5T4LuE9KHtes9pjneXgkmnRAycDJ


 
 LUNCH BUNCH, September 13, 12:00 PM at The Fish Market, 3150 El Camino 

Real, Palo Alto. Any and all from our church family (plus guests) are invited to 
participate in this time of food and fellowship. Please speak to Melanie Ramirez or 
Alan Plessinger if you are able to join the gathering.  
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, September 15, 10:30 AM.  We will resume on Tuesday, 
September 15 at the Terraces of Los Altos. We meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 
373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 
 

 SENIOR CONNECTIONS: Thursday, September 17, Noon, Book Club. Brown 
Bag Lunch (beverage will be provided). At our first meeting, we will create a 
booklist for the rest of the year. Come prepared with your suggestions for books 
you’ve been wanting to read. Invite your friends and neighbors. Here at First Baptist 
in the Parlor. 

 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, RALLY DAY Join is as we kick off a new church “school 
year” at 10:00 AM for Worship and Sunday School for Children and Youth: “Alive in 
the Spirit of God: Spirit of Hope,” Pastor Rick preaching.  Afterwards we will enjoy our 
final cook out of the season. As usual, hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments and 
beverage will be furnished. Bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 SENIOR CONNECTIONS: Tuesday, September 22, Noon, Musical Memories. 

Lunch Provided. John Lehman, creator of Senior New Ways, leads the program. 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, 670 East Meadow Drive, 650-494-1760. 
 

 ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION begins Sunday, September 27, The Moral Case 
for Fossil Fuel, Hugh Satterlee leading. (We have three copies of this book. Hugh 
encourages us to look it over before the class.) 

 

Our SPECIAL OFFERING FOR SEPTEMBER 
is for the OPPORTUNITY CENTER OF PALO 
ALTO. The Center functions as a service to the 
wider community by providing a creative 
response to homeless related problems and 
offering opportunities for the community to 
respond to those needs.  Its highest concern is 
to provide a positive and caring environment 
that respects the dignity of every person.  The 

Opportunity Center itself has 88 units of housing for both single adults and families.  
It provides a wide variety of services to assist with basic needs and to enable people 
to find stability in their lives and housing. Our goal for this offering is $600. 
 

 CROP HUNGER WALK, October 4, 1:00 PM. Do you enjoy walking? Come join me 
and walk for a purpose on Sunday, Oct. 4 at 1:00 p.m. We meet at Burgess Park in 
Menlo Park for a one-mile walk, three-mile walk, or a five-mile run through a nice 
residential district. 

 

The purpose is to raise money to fight hunger. Three fourths of the money raised 
goes to Church World Service.  The remaining fourth goes to two local organizations 
that work with needy people in our area, namely the Ecumenical Hunger Project 
and Call Primrose in Burlingame.  
 

To find out more about CROP walks and Church World Service you can go to their 
web site, www.churchworldservice.org . 
 

In addition to walking, there will be food, an auction, a couple of bands, and a 
chance to meet like-minded people. Faith groups from Los Altos to Burlingame will 
be participating. 

 

Contact me after church if you are interested in joining our team and I will give you 
a donation form to start collecting donations. Or, you can call me 650-595-5635 or 
 e-mail me, J092048@aol.com  if you want to participate.      − Carolyn Shepard 

http://www.churchworldservice.org/
mailto:J092048@aol.com


JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday joys: Dustin Ha (September 7), Jan Gunderson (September 8), Lynn 
Hunwick (September 16) 

 For the call of our new Associate Pastor for Faith Formation and Family Life, 
Gregory Stevens 

 Carolyn Shepard for safe travels for Barbara Hing as she travels Reto Shanghai and 
the Philippines to join Ray 

 Barbara Hing in thanks for Carolyn covering for her while she is away 
 Marilyn Hunwick for Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam who are celebrating their 50th 

wedding anniversary 
 Thelma Parodi mentioned that the Meditation Group led by Charlotte Jackson meets 

every Wednesday at 11 AM at her house 
 
Concerns – New: 

 For the family and friends of Virginia Knechtel, who passed away on August 31st; 
the family will have a private memorial service 

 Chip Clark for Charlie who has the flu 
 Nana Spiridon for all refugees, especially those from Syria 
 For the family and friends of William Whitten, Sarah Ha’s stepfather who died 

recently, especially her mother, Sau Le 
 For continued healing for Jane Chin’s shoulder 
 For Paul Tuan recovering at home from heart problems  
 For all the children, teachers and workers headed back to school 
 For Janet Maxwell in the Health Unit at the Terraces with ongoing health concerns 
 For Mary Martin who is at home at the Terraces recovering from a fractured ankle 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco  
 For former President Jimmy Carter as he lives with the diagnosis of cancer 
 For the United States Congress as it considers the proposed treaty with Iran in 

regard to nuclear development  
 For the work of the Opportunity Center with the homeless  

 
Ongoing: 

 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care 

(please check with her before going to visit) 
 For E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 



 For Marcia Heydon, Jean Anderson, Ruth Owen, and Carl Schilling 
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who works 

with the Center for Ministry for Migrant Domestic Workers, in Lebanon 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco For the ministry of 

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere, for victims of disasters and for the 

wonderful work of Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 

 
 



 
 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST, SEPTEMBER 13, 2015 
 

“Alive in the Spirit of God: Focus on the Family” 
 

 
Readings for the week: Matthew 12: 46-50 
 
Just then his mother and brothers showed up. Standing outside, they relayed a message 
that they wanted a word with him. He was surrounded by the crowd when he was 
given the message, “Your mother and brothers and sisters are outside looking for you.” 
 
Jesus responded, “Who do you think are my mother and brothers?” Looking around, 
taking in everyone seated around him, he said, “Right here, right in front of you—my 
mother and my brothers. Obedience is thicker than blood. The person who obeys God’s 
will is my brother and sister and mother.” 
 
 
A poem for reflection from Pastor Gregory … 
 
If Only Trees Could Talk 
      By Dane Smith-Johnsen 
 
If only trees could talk there'd be so many things to learn. 
Old tales we'd hear of sweethearts that beneath their shade had kissed. 
Oh, lovely sights of nature that they saw before their fall. 
We'd hear of nearby habitats where snakes and possums hissed. 
 
We'd know how careless ravaging harms: Deer.  Baboons.  Raccoons. 
The Elephants, gazelles, and mice would seek the trees’ advice. 
And bears that sleep in wintertime could hear about the cold. 
Listening to great wisdom from the trees would be quite nice! 
 
And if the tree was old enough or passed along life's tales, 
Perhaps we'd see another view of slaves in history. 
The trees with years of wisdom could upon us shed some light. 
Then, man's (sic) impact upon the earth would not be mystery. 
 



 
Take Joseph serving Potiphar accused; that changed his life. 
The king could ask a nearby tree and behead the lying wife. 
Let's go a little further back, the serpent's words to Eve. 
He, twisting truth among the leaves, Eve might not have believed. 
 
If only trees could talk, we might protect them differently. 
Replenishing along the way, learned wisdom as our mark. 
Would we embrace the kindness every living thing deserves? 
Or would we cut our name into its life beneath tree's bark? 
 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 


