
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
September 23, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: “’Do not fear,’ the Spirit whispers. ‘All shall be well.’ That is why we walk 
this road, from the known into the unknown, deeper into mystery, deeper into light, deeper into 
love, deeper into joy.” 

Brian McLaren, We Make the Road by Walking 
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 WOMEN’S BRUNCH meets on the Thursday, September 24 at 10 AM. Please join 

us at Corner Bakery Café, 3375 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women of our church 
community are invited to join in. 
 

 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, September 24, 7:30 PM in the Parlor. 
Come for the music fun and fellowship. Lift your voice in joyful song! All are 
welcome. 
 

 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 10:00 AM, Seventeenth Sunday in Pentecost, Worship 
and Sunday School for Children and Youth: “Alive in the Spirit of God: God in the 
End,” Pastor Rick preaching.   
 



 ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION begins Sunday, September 27, The Moral Case 
for Fossil Fuel, Hugh Satterlee leading. (We have three copies of this book. Hugh 
encourages us to look it over before the class.) 
 

 SPIRE DEADLINE, Monday, September 28. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, September 29, 10:30 AM.  We will resume on Tuesday, 
September 15 at the Terraces of Los Altos. We meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 
373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

  
Our SPECIAL OFFERING FOR SEPTEMBER 
is for the OPPORTUNITY CENTER OF PALO 
ALTO. The Center functions as a service to the 
wider community by providing a creative 
response to homeless related problems and 
offering opportunities for the community to 
respond to those needs.  Its highest concern is 
to provide a positive and caring environment 

that respects the dignity of every person.  The Opportunity Center itself has 88 units 
of housing for both single adults and families.  It provides a wide variety of services 
to assist with basic needs and to enable people to find stability in their lives and 
housing. To date we have raised $258 toward our goal of $600. 
 

 
 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 10:00 AM, “World Communion Sunday,” Twentieth 

Sunday in Pentecost, Worship for the Whole Family: “Broken and Blessed,” Mark 
10:2-16, Pastor Rick preaching.   
 

 ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION begins Sunday, October 4, “What’s New in the 
News?” an opportunity to share and converse about what might have caught your 
attention or be of concern with current events in our world. 

 
 
 
 
 



CROP HUNGER WALK, October 4, 1:00 PM 
 

 
 

 
Crop Walk 2015 is fast approaching.  So far Chip, Gregory and Carolyn have signed 
up to be walkers. We hope more of you will join us on Sunday, Oct. 4. Just a 
reminder that Walkers need to register online so I have reprinted the instructions 
below. 
 
Walkers 
 
You must register online. You will sign in again on the day of the walk at the park 
and sign a waiver for the physical aspect of this activity. You can sign up as a family 
team online and then each of the family members will sign in at the park. 
 
Go to: www.cropwalk2015.com  
 
Click on Register 
Click on Yes I want to join a team 
Scroll down and find our team, First Baptist Church Palo Alto 
Click on Join 
Click on Register as a new walker, and set up your fundraising goal.  (You can 
donate to yourself if you choose.)   
 
From that point on, just follow the directions. It should be self-explanatory. You will 
see my name listed as Team Captain.  If you have questions, please call me at 650 
595-5635. 
 
Carolyn Shepard 
 

http://www.cropwalk2015.com/


IN THE WORLD 
 

POPE CANONIZES EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURY MISSIONARY; NOT EVERYONE 

HAPPY 
Ben Nuckols (ap.org.) 

 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An 18th-century 
missionary who brought Catholicism to the 
American West Coast was elevated to 
sainthood Wednesday by Pope Francis in the 
first canonization on U.S. soil. 
Francis canonized Junipero Serra during a 
Mass outside the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, the largest 
Catholic church in North America. 

Serra was a Franciscan friar who marched north from Baja California with conquistadors 
from his native Spain, establishing nine of the 21 missions in what is now California. The 
pope announced in January that Serra would be canonized. 

The decision was polarizing. Serra is revered by Catholics for his missionary work, but many 
Native Americans in California say he enslaved converts and contributed to the spread of 
disease that wiped out indigenous populations. 

In his homily, Francis defended Serra, characterizing him as a kind and open-hearted man 
who protected Native Americans from colonizers. 

"He was excited about blazing trails, going forth to meet many people, learning and valuing 
their particular customs and ways of life," Francis said. "Junipero sought to defend the 
dignity of the native community, to protect it from those who had mistreated and abused it. 
Mistreatment and wrongs which today still trouble us, especially because of the hurt which 
they cause in the lives of many people." 

During a visit to South America in July, Francis offered a broad apology for the sins, 
offenses and crimes committed by the church against indigenous peoples. 

Many Latinos in the U.S. view the canonization of a Spanish-speaking missionary as a badly 
needed acknowledgment of the Hispanic history of the American church, and as an 
affirmation of Latinos as a core part of the U.S. Catholic future. Latinos make up about 38 
percent of U.S. Catholics, but are well above the majority in several dioceses. The 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, the largest U.S. diocese, is about 70 percent Latino. 

The pope's apology did little to quiet those who oppose the canonization. Serra's critics say 
he was carrying out a Vatican policy by treating indigenous people as inferior. 

Francis spoke in his native Spanish, and Latino Catholics from California were among the 
25,000 people who got tickets to the outdoor Mass. Vice President Joe Biden also sat in the 
congregation. Before the Mass, the pope entered the basilica to raucous cheers and 
applause from more than 2,000 men and women studying to become priests and nuns. 



Joe Moyhanan, 28, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, who is studying for the priesthood at St. 
John's Seminary in Boston, said bearing witness to the first canonization on U.S. soil was 
inspiring and showed what could be accomplished during a life devoted to Christ. 

"God wants all of us to be saints," Moyhanan said. "It's attainable." 

Hundreds of faithful gathered at the historic mission in Carmel-by-the-Sea, California, 
where Serra is buried, to watch the Mass on a giant TV screen and pray. At the same time, 
about a dozen Native Americans gathered in a small, aging mission cemetery inside the 
grounds to worship their ancestors in a silent protest of the canonization. 

Louise Miranda Ramirez, Tribal Chairwoman from the Esselen Nation, said her ancestors 
were abused by the Franciscan missionaries and trapped in the mission system. 

"These are my ancestors that were whipped. These are my ancestors that were killed, that 
were hung and they're our tribal people," she said. "Once they had baptized them, they 
could not leave this ground.” 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday joys:  Beth Johnson (September 25) 
 Thelma Parodi for a visit from her daughter, Lee 
 Sachiko Berry with a thank you card for Anita Lee for the flowers  
 Chip Clark for a food electric car event (Gregory says “amen!) 

 
Concerns – New: 

 Lois Ville for Eleanor Satterlee who is ill (Hugh reports she is on the mend) 
 Pastor Rick for his mother, Loyce Frazier, who is now on hospice care 
 Dan Cudworth for all those affected by the fires in California 
 Chip Clark expressed concern for Charlie who is still not feeling well, and for Phil 

Hayes who has a cold 
 Marilyn Hunwick asks for prayers for the Christians in Nepal where Baptists 

reported that 3 churches were bombed on September 15 by local people agitating for 
changes in their constitution; and for Carol Sydnor, AB missionary, recently arrived 
in Kathmandu with AB earthquake relief and plans for Nepali Baptists attending 
conflict transformation trainings in the Philippines with Dan Buttry and in Nepal in 
2016. 

 Carolyn Shepard for this month’s special offering, the Opportunity Center in Palo 
Alto, and for all the people who are helped there 

 
Ongoing: 

 For continued healing for Jane Chin’s shoulder 



 For Paul Tuan recovering at home from heart problems  
 For Janet Maxwell in the Health Unit at the Terraces with ongoing health concerns 
 For Mary Martin who is at home at the Terraces recovering from a fractured ankle 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care 

(please check with her before going to visit) 
 For E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Jean Anderson, Ruth Owen, and Carl Schilling 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco  
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who works 

with the Center for Ministry for Migrant Domestic Workers, in Lebanon 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco For the ministry of 

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere, for victims of disasters and for the 

wonderful work of Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST, SEPTEMBER 27, 2015 
 

“Alive in the Spirit of God: God in the End” 
 

Readings for the week: Luke 15:11-32; Romans 8:31-39; 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
 
I saw them eating and I knew who they were. That is a Middle Eastern proverb that Jesus 
probably knew. It does not make much sense in our own age of fast food and family 
suppers around the tube, but in Jesus’ day what you ate and whom you ate it with were 
critical matters. 



 
This was especially true among the Jews, for whom eating together was -- literally -- a 
religious experience. To eat together was to celebrate their faith, which included very 
specific rules about what happened around the table. Cleanliness was paramount: clean 
food, clean dishes, clean hands, clean hearts. A proper Jewish meal was a worship 
service in which believers honored God by sanctifying the most ordinary details of their 
lives. 
 
Jesus offended a lot of people with his table manners. He ignored the finger bowl by his 
plate. He ate whatever was put in front of him. He thought nothing of sitting down to 
eat with filthy people whose lives declared their contempt for religion. People saw him 
eating and they knew who he was: someone who had lost all sense of what was right, 
who condoned sin by eating with sinners and who might as well have spit in the faces 
of the good people who raised him. 
 
In those days, sinners fell into five basic categories: people who did dirty things for a 
living (such as pig farmers and tax collectors), people who did immoral things (such as 
liars and adulterers), people who did not keep the law up to the standards of the 
religious authorities (such as you and me), Samaritans and gentiles. 
 
So if I were putting together a sinners table at the Huddle House, it might include an 
abortion doctor, a child molester, an arms dealer, a garbage collector, a young man with 
AIDS, a Laotian chicken plucker, a teenage crack addict, and an unmarried woman on 
welfare with five children by three different fathers. Did I miss anyone? Don’t forget to 
put Jesus at the head of the table, asking the young man to hand him a roll, please, and 
offering the doctor a second cup of coffee before she goes back to work. 
 
If that offends you even a little, then you are almost ready for what happens next. 
Because what happens next is that the local ministerial association comes into the 
restaurant and sits down at a large table across from the sinners. The religious 
authorities all have good teeth and there is no dirt under their fingernails. When their 
food comes, they hold hands to pray. They are all perfectly nice people, but they can 
hardly eat their hamburger steaks for staring at the strange crowd in the far booth. 
 
The chicken plucker is still wearing her white hair net, and the garbage collector smells 
like spoiled meat. The addict cannot seem to find his mouth with his spoon. But none of 
those is the heartbreaker. The heartbreaker is Jesus, sitting there as if everything were 
just fine. Doesn’t he know what kind of message he is sending? Who is going to believe 



he speaks for God if he does not keep better company than that? I saw them eating and I 
knew who they were. 
 
While this seems to be a different story from the one about the man with two sons 
(Luke 15:11-32), it really is not. The 15th chapter of Luke begins with a complaint about 
Jesus table manners. "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them," the religious 
authorities grumble, and everything that follows is Jesus’ reply to them. 
 
Jesus seems to understand the man with two sons, who cannot get his family to sit 
down at the same table either. The younger son is so warped by his sense of 
unworthiness that he is prepared to eat the rest of his meals in the bunkhouse with the 
hired hands. The older son is so inflated by his sense of entitlement that he will not eat 
with anyone who has not earned a place at the table. Both sons suffer from the illusion 
that they can be in relationship with their father without being related to each other. 
What is a father to do? 
 
What this father does is to prepare a meal for both of them and let them figure out what 
to do about each other. This is fairly easy for the younger son, who is so glad to be back 
at the table again that he is not about to cause trouble for his older brother or anyone 
else. It is more difficult for the older son, who isn’t even told when dinner is ready. By 
the time he shows up and finds out who has come slithering home, he is convinced that 
he has been displaced. It is as if there were only two chairs at the table, as if no one 
father could love two such different sons. In spite of his fathers assurance that 
everything the old man has is his, the story ends with the older son standing in the 
yard, while the father goes back inside to sit down with the sinner. 
 
Any way you look at it, this is an alarming story. It is about hanging out with the wrong 
people. It is about throwing parties for losers and asking winners to foot the bill. It is 
about giving up the idea that we can love God and despise each other. We simply 
cannot, no matter how wrong any of us has been. The only way to work out our 
relationship with God is to work out our relationship with each other. 
 
Like I said, Jesus told this story to the ministerial association that was complaining 
about his dinner parties. He told them he could not hear them all the way across the 
restaurant, that they should come over and pull up some chairs. Because he saw them 
eating and he knew who they were -- so clean, so right, so angry -- he wanted to help 
them too, so he said, "Come meet my friends. Dessert is on me!" And as far as I know, 
he is still waiting to see how the story ends. (Barbara Brown Taylor, “Table Manners,” 
The Christian Century, March 11, 1998. P. 257). 
 



Prayer: God of patient love, you await the return of the wayward and wandering and eagerly 
embrace them in pardon. Through baptism you have clothed us with the glory of Christ 
and restored our inheritance: give us generous hearts to welcome all who seek a place at the table 
of your unconditional love. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
We had an excellent Rally Day last Sunday. Thanks to everyone who pitched in to help 
with the last cook-out of the summer, especially when Eleanor Satterlee became ill. We 
are grateful for all the good work she does organizing our hospitality. We don’t always 
see what a task it is until we have to step up. Hugh reports that she is “on the mend.” 
 
This week the road we have been walking with Brian McLaren sadly comes to an end.  
We have spent a year working our way through Brian’s book, We Make the Road by 
Walking: A Year-long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation and Activation. I hope you 
have been as refreshed by this lectionary alternative as I have. 
 
Appropriately, the final chapter is entitled, “Alive in the Spirit of God: God in the End.” 
Of course, God in the beginning and God in the End. McLaren saves three significant 
scriptures for our final consideration – Luke 15:11-32, The Parable of the Prodigal Son or 
the Waiting Father or the Dysfunctional Family (you choose); Romans 8:31-39, “nothing 
can separate us from the love of God”; and 1 Corinthians 15:50-58, “the trumpet shall 
sound and the dead shall be raised, incorruptible”! We will focus on the passage from 
Luke and its joy when the lost is found, the dead resurrected. Come, everyone! Join in 
the party! 
 
We will also kick off this year’s Adult Spiritual Formation class as Hugh Satterlee leads 
us in a consideration of the The Moral Case for Fossil Fuels by Alex Epstein. There are 
copies available in the church library. 
 
Come, everyone! Join in the “party” Sunday at 10:00 AM. Share the joy with your family 
friends, colleagues, neighbors or a stranger off the street. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.   
 
Pastor Rick  
 

The Evergreen Baptist Association invites you to our annual meeting: 



 

Coming of Age: Transformational Journeys! 
Luke 2:41-52 “Did you not know I must be in my Father’s house?” 

 

October 9-11, 2015 
 

First Baptist Church, Palo Alto, CA   
 

 
Featuring Dr. James Forbes, Pastor Emeritus of Riverside Church, NYC 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
FRIDAY  
11:30 AM Registration opens  
12:00 PM Lunch 
1:00 PM Sacred Conversation 
3:00 PM Break 
3:30 PM Workshops  
5:00 PM Open Time 
6:00 PM Dinner  
7:00 PM Worship - Dr. James Forbes 
 
SATURDAY  
8:00 AM Registration Opens  
8:30 AM Continental Breakfast and 
Orientation to Business 
9:00 AM Caucus Meetings 
10:30 AM Business Session 
12:00 Luncheons:  
               Clergy - Peter Yuichi-Clark  

               Laity – Clem Winbush 
2:00 PM Worship - Dr. James Forbes 
4:00 PM Ministry Conversation 
6:30 PM International Dinner 
 
SUNDAY 
9:00 AM Continental Breakfast 
9:30 AM Adult Education with Dr. 
Leann Snow Flesher 
11:00 AM Worship – Dr. Forbes 
 
For more information: 
www.evergreen-abc.org 
Registration forms are also available in 
the church entryways. 

http://www.evergreen-abc.org/

