
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
September 30, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: “This is what the church was originally about – a place for all those who 
had been broken by life or rejected by the powerful and who came to experience God through the 
crucified Jesus as the One who met them precisely in their vulnerability, not to make them 
impervious to harm but rather open to the brokenness and need of those around them.” 

David Lose 
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, October 1, 7:30 PM in the Parlor. 

Come for the music fun and fellowship. Lift your voice in joyful song! All are 
welcome. 
 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 10:00 AM, “World Communion Sunday,” Twentieth 
Sunday in Pentecost, Worship for the Whole Family: “Broken and Blessed,” Mark 
10:2-16, Pastor Rick preaching.   
 

 ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION begins Sunday, October 4, “What’s New in the 
News?” an opportunity to share and converse about what might have caught your 
attention or be of concern with current events in our world. 
 

 



CROP HUNGER WALK, October 4, 1:00 PM 
 

 
 

Final Crop Walk Reminder 
 

This is the final week before the Crop Walk on Sunday, Oct. 4. Our registered walkers are 
Gregory, Chip and Carolyn. 
 
If you wish to support the First Baptist Church Palo Alto team, you can bring a check on Sunday 
and any one of the walkers will be happy to deliver it at the Walk. Checks are made payable to:  
CWS/CROP.   Walkers, please bring your donation packets with you to the Registration Table. 
 
If you would like to donate to our team or to an individual walker online using a credit card, you 
may do so by going to www.cropwalk2015.com  I have reprinted the instructions below: 
 
Donors 
Click on Donate 
Click on either I want to support a Walker or I want to support a Team 
 Scroll down to find our team (First Baptist Church Palo Alto or type in the name of the 
walker 
Click on Donate Now 
Click on Amount of Donation 
And then follow the instructions, which should be self-explanatory. 
 
I received this schedule of the afternoon activities from Jean Roth, our contact person: 
 
      1 pm: registration 
             food (chips and dips, fruits, bagels 
 and cream cheese, power bars, water 
 and juices), educational posters, 
 relay game, balloon animals 
 
       1:45: kickoff speech 
 
       2:00: kickoff with bagpipes 

 
       2:30: one mile walkers start returning 
 
       2:30 on: food truck (bring cash.  10% of 
 what you buy goes to CROP.) 
                hunger facts quiz  
                bands playing 
                silent auction 
                water quiz 

 
THANK YOU for your supporting CROP and those people who hunger.      Carolyn Shepard 

http://www.cropwalk2015.com/


 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, October 6, 10:30 AM.  We will resume on Tuesday, 
September 15 at the Terraces of Los Altos. We meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 
373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, October 7, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast 
House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. All the men from our Church family are 
welcome. 
 

 SENIOR CONNECTIONS BOOK CLUB, Thursday, October 15 - Noon at First 
Baptist Church. Our first book to be read for our meeting on October 15 is When I 
Was a Child I Read Books, a collection of essays by Pulitzer prize-winning author, 
Marilynne Robinson. Bring a bag lunch, beverage will be provided. Invite your 
friends and neighbors. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 
 Our SPECIAL OFFERING FOR SEPTEMBER is for the OPPORTUNITY CENTER 
OF PALO ALTO. To date we have raised $353 toward our goal of $600. 

 

 
October’s Special Mission Offering is the 
WORLD MISSION OFFERING. American 
Baptist International Ministries (IM), is 
supported solely through the generosity of 
churches and individuals. The primary 
fundraising vehicle is the annual World 
Mission Offering. This year’s World Mission Offering focuses on schools in Hungary, 
which were previously managed by the Communist government, but are now run by 
Hungarian churches. Your support enables IM to offer support to partner organizations 
like Hungarian Baptist Aid, which now manages 49 schools in Hungary. In addition to 
regular curriculum, these schools provide English classes and after-school Bible classes. 
In addition to our contribution to the World Mission Offering general fund, one-third of 
our October offering goes each to: Dan and Sarah Chetti who serve at the Baptist 
Theological Seminary and the Center for Ministry for Migrant Domestic Workers in 
Beirut, Lebanon and Dan Buttry, Global Consultant for Peace and Justice. Our goal for 
the offering is $850.  

 
 



The Evergreen Baptist Association invites you to our annual meeting: 

Coming of Age: Transformational Journeys! 
Luke 2:41-52 “Did you not know I must be in my Father’s house?” 

 

October 9-11, 2015 
 

First Baptist Church, Palo Alto, CA   
 

 
 

Featuring Dr. James Forbes, Pastor Emeritus of Riverside Church, NYC 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
FRIDAY  
11:30 AM Registration opens  
12:00 PM Lunch 
1:00 PM Sacred Conversation 
3:00 PM Break 
3:30 PM Workshops  
5:00 PM Open Time 
6:00 PM Dinner  
7:00 PM Worship - Dr. James Forbes 
 
SATURDAY  
8:00 AM Registration Opens  
8:30 AM Continental Breakfast and 
Orientation to Business 
9:00 AM Caucus Meetings 
10:30 AM Business Session 
12:00 Luncheons:  

               Clergy - Peter Yuichi-Clark  
               Laity – Clem Winbush 
2:00 PM Worship - Dr. James Forbes 
4:00 PM Ministry Conversation 
6:30 PM International Dinner 
 
SUNDAY 
9:00 AM Continental Breakfast 
9:30 AM Adult Education with Dr. 
Leann Snow Flesher 
11:00 AM Worship – Dr. Forbes 
 
For more information: 
www.evergreen-abc.org 
Registration forms are also available in 
the church entryways. 

http://www.evergreen-abc.org/


 
IN THE WORLD 

 
Logsdon professor to lead global interfaith group 
 
Rob Sellers will become chairman of the Parliament of 
World Religions in January 2016. Some say it’s an 
opportunity to nationally and globally showcase a different 
kind of Baptist — one open and respectful to other faiths. 
By Jeff Brumley 
 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship leader Suzii Paynter describes Rob Sellers as a superb 
scholar dedicated to interfaith work. 
 
Roy Medley of the American Baptist Churches USA and the National Council of Churches 
lauds Sellers’ skill at building bridges between people and faiths. 
If this and other high praise for Sellers — shared recently by Hardin-Simmons University — 
is any indication, then Sellers will be ideally suited to his new role as chairman of the 
Parliament of World Religions. 
 
Sellers is professor of theology and missions at HSU’s Logsdon Seminary in Abilene, Texas. 
But teaching is his day job. Interfaith work has become a passion for Sellers after a period 
living overseas and during the last five years when he has become increasingly involved 
with the parliament. 
 
The parliament is a global organization created to foster harmony among the world’s 
religious traditions. Its goal is to engage with global institutions to achieve a just and 
peaceful world, according to its website. 
 
Sellers is only the second Baptist to chair the organization. The first was American Baptist 
Bob Thompson, who now holds the title of chairman emeritus, according to the 
organization’s website. 
 
Medley said Sellers will show the world that Baptists can respect and defend the religious 
rights of others. 
 
Sellers told Baptist News Global he’s eager to assume the chairmanship at a time when the 
interfaith movement is increasingly visible and important in the United States and 
internationally. His role at the parliament will include continuing to help larger and 
grassroots groups around the globe connect. 
 
“We need to be united,” he said in an interview about his chairmanship, which begins in 
January 2016. “People are very aware of the fact that we live in a pluralistic world and that 
we have neighbors of other faiths living around us.” 
 
Following is more of Sellers’ interview with BNG. 
 
Were you always open to interfaith work, or has it been more of an evolution for 
you? 
It was an evolution because I grew up in a Baptist family and my dad was a Baptist pastor 
in Florida and both my parents were very open minded. … Later, living in Indonesia for 
many years among so many other peoples who followed other faith traditions, I became 

https://www.baptiststandard.com/news/texas/18326-logsdon-professor-to-chair-parliament-of-world-religions
http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/


more interested in other religions and other ways of life. ... When we came back to the U.S. 
in 1996, we subsequently … got more involved in the Abilene Interfaith movement, National 
Council of Churches, Baptist World Alliance and so forth. ... So it’s been a progression. 
 
What is your history with the parliament? 
I have been involved with the parliament for five years. I was named to be a trustee of the 
board and during these five years I’ve served on various committees and … become more 
and more active as time has gone on. ... I have also served as a vice chair of the board … I 
have found this as a way for me to express my own ecumenism and my appreciation of 
other faiths. 
 
You’ve described your service as a counterpoint to some ungracious things 
prominent Baptists have said through the years. Can you elaborate on that? 
Prominent Baptists have made statements not gracious to other faiths and might have given 
the impression that Baptists are close-minded. I think it’s important that it be known that 
Baptists have had a tradition of religious liberty going all the way back in our history. 
Baptists have championed the right of people to believe in other ways. It’s important to 
know that not all Baptists are critical in these ways. ... Of the 30 parliament trustees right 
now, five of them are Baptists and every one of them would say we represent a different 
kind of Baptist, one who is working with people of other faiths. 
 
How do you respond to the concern some have that interfaith work can lead 
Christians into other religions? 
The danger that we might be lured into changing our mind about our faith — I suppose that 
that’s a possibility, but I don’t think that it’s an inevitability… We have to go into it with an 
open mind and respectful attitude and with the goal of learning from our dialogue partner. 
That doesn’t mean we just accept what someone else says. We don’t have to accept what 
we are hearing and change our minds, but we have to open our minds to being convinced of 
something. ... The key is building a friendship that produces trust between us, to share 
matters of deep concern. 
 
Instead of fearing it, you’ve said Christians should consider religious diversity to 
be beautiful? Why? 
It depends on whether you think that other religions are just bad ideas or mistakes or faults 
or whether you think there is something to be learned from the great wisdom traditions that 
have been passed down through the centuries. I’m essentially talking about the great world 
religions that you might learn about in a survey course. ... These religions contain, as 
Huston Smith said, ‘the winnowed wisdom of the world.’ This is beautiful if you think of 
these expressions as diverse ways of searching for the divine and the meaning of life. These 
are some of the ways people have tried to understand mystery, and I think that diversity 
can be a very enriching thing. 
 
How has it been enriching for you? 
We spent years in Java where we heard the [Muslim] call to prayer five times during the 
day. That is broadcast out on loudspeakers on top of neighborhood mosques. It’s a 
reminder when you hear that … that people are stopping to pray. As a Christian I’m 
thinking, how often do I interrupt my daily schedule to pray? 
 
What does the chairman do? 
One of the challenges for me is to inspire and work with our trustees and other people to 
think how the parliament can move into new areas of work … A lot of what the chairperson 
does is represent the parliament in print and public appearances. 
 



 
What are you hoping to achieve as chairman of the parliament? 
We need to dream big dreams. We need to think outside of the box. ... The interfaith 
movement needs to be a grassroots movement and there are thousands of small interfaith 
organizations around the world and around the U.S. And the parliament is one of the most 
influential interfaith organizations in the movement and has a big role in galvanizing and 
working with grassroots interfaith groups. 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday joys:  Eleanor Satterlee (October 1) , Diane Kirton (October 4) 
 Lois Ville for the presence of Mary Martin and Ron Fredlund in worship 
 Mary Martin with thanks to God for her ongoing healing and for all good gifts of life 
 Melanie Ramirez for Clara who passed her driver’s exam  and for a great trip to 

Georgia for her cousin’s wedding and a visit to Ebeneezer Baptist Church where she 
listened to a recorded sermon of MLK 

 Thelma Parodi who was impressed by the Pope and feels he is a “man of God” 
 
Concerns – New: 

 For all those affected by the school shooting in Roseburg, OR and for an end to gun 
violence 

 For all those affected by Georgia’s execution of Kelly Gissendaner this week 
 Chip Clark for Charlie Clark who is still not feeling well 
 Carolyn Shepard for this month’s special offering, the Opportunity Center in Palo 

Alto, and for all the people who are helped there 
 For the work of the American Baptist Board of International Ministries, especially 

Dan and Sharon Buttry and Dan and Sarah Chetti 
 

Ongoing: 
 For continued healing for Jane Chin’s shoulder 
 For Paul Tuan recovering at home from heart problems  
 For Janet Maxwell in the Health Unit at the Terraces with ongoing health concerns 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care 

(please check with her before going to visit) 
 For E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Jean Anderson, Ruth Owen, and Carl Schilling 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco  
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 



 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who works 

with the Center for Ministry for Migrant Domestic Workers, in Lebanon 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco For the ministry of 

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere, for victims of disasters and for the 

wonderful work of Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN PENTECOST, OCTOBER 4, 2015 
 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

“Broken and Blessed” 
 

Readings for the week: Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 8; Mark 10:2-16; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 
 
Even though the discussion up to this point has been about divorce, I don’t think that’s 
really the heart of what’s going on here. Which is why I’m grateful the lectionary 
includes the next verses describing the reaction of Jesus’ disciples to those bringing 
children to Jesus to bless and, more importantly, Jesus’ reaction to the same. 
 
Let’s recall the context: Jesus has announced his intention to go to Jerusalem to die and, 
in response, his disciples argue about who is the greatest. Jesus in turn tells them that to 
be great is to serve, and that the very heart of the kingdom he proclaims is about 
welcoming the vulnerable. In fact, he says that whenever you welcome and honor a 
child – one who had the least status and power in the ancient world – you were actually 
welcoming and honoring Jesus. Now, on the heels of this conversation about the 
purpose of the law, some folks bring their children to be blessed and the disciples try to 
keep them away. And Jesus intervenes, forcefully, saying that welcoming the kingdom 



pretty much means welcoming children, that is, the vulnerable, those at risk, and those 
in need. 
 
This whole passage, I think, is about community. But it’s not the kind of community 
we’ve been trained to seek. It’s not, that is, a community of the strong, or the wealthy, 
or the powerful, or the independent. Rather, this is a community of the broken, of the 
vulnerable, of those at risk. It’s a community, in other words, of those who know their 
need and seek to be in relationship with each other because they have learned that by 
being in honest and open relationship with each other they are in relationship with 
God, the very one who created them for each other in the first place. 
 
This is what the church was originally about – a place for all those who had been 
broken by life or rejected by the powerful and who came to experience God through the 
crucified Jesus as the One who met them precisely in their vulnerability, not to make 
them impervious to harm but rather open to the brokenness and need of those around 
them. 
 
But, goodness, is that hard to remember! No wonder Paul had to remind the 
Corinthians, 
 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
 human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But 
 God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
 weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in 
 the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one 
 might boast in the presence of God (I Cor. 1:26-29). 
 
Part of being human is to be insecure, to be aware of our need and, in light of the 
cultural preference for strength, power, and independence, to be embarrassed by our 
need. For this reason, Paul, following Jesus, reminds us that to be broken isn’t 
something to be ashamed of. Rather, to be broken is, in fact, to be human. And to be 
human is to be loved by God and drawn together into relationship with all the others that 
God loves. Which means that our gatherings on Sundays are local gatherings of the 
broken and loved, of those who are hurting but also healing, of those who are lost but 
have also been found, of those that know their need and seek not simply to have those 
needs met but have realized that in helping meet the needs of others their own are met 
in turn. (David Lose, “Pentecost 19B: Communities of the Broken and Blessed” 9-28-
2015, davidlose.net). 
 
Prayer: Sovereign God, you make us for each other, to live in loving community as friends, sons 
and daughters, sisters and brothers, wives and husband, partners and companions. Teach us to 



choose love that is committed and devoted; teach us like little children to wonder and to trust, 
that our loving may reflect the image of Christ. Amen. 
 
 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
This is a busy time for our congregation. In just a little over a week we will be 
welcoming our friends from Evergreen Region for our annual meeting. I am delighted 
that they have chosen to come our way and I am even more delighted that the preacher 
for the event will be Dr. James Forbes, one of America’s great preachers and advocates 
for social justice. You can see the schedule above. I urge you to participate in as much of 
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity as you can. You will not be disappointed. 
 
If you can only make the worship services, please do. There is no need to register for 
them but if you plan to attend any of the meal functions, the Sacred Conversation (on 
race) or the excellent workshops, please register so we can have a good estimate for 
food, beverage and space allotment. A number of us are already working on the 
planning team. If you are willing able to help with hospitality – shopping, hosting, 
providing transportation to and from the airport (SJC or SFO) or between the church 
and hotel, etc., please let me know as soon as possible. This is a wonderful time to show 
just how hospitable we can be. And don’t hesitate to invite your friends and neighbors. 
 
This Sunday we will return to the lectionary. The current gospel is Mark and the text 
includes Jesus’ instruction to his disciples to “make room for the kids.” On World 
Communion Sunday how do we make sure to make room for the least at our table of 
plenty? Afterward, Adult Spiritual Formation will take a look at the news, so come 
prepared with an article, a question, a comment and we will try to make connections to 
our faith 
 
Come, Sunday at 10:00 AM. Share the joy with your family friends, colleagues, 
neighbors or a stranger off the street. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.        
 
Pastor Rick  
 


