
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
October 7, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: ““I want to be the best version of myself for anyone who is going to 
someday walk into my life and need someone to love them beyond reason.”  

Jennifer Elisabeth, Born Ready: Unleash Your Inner Dream Girl  
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 
 CHURCH CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, October 8, 7:30 PM in the Parlor. 

Come for the music fun and fellowship. Lift your voice in joyful song! All are 
welcome. 

 EVERGREEN ANNUAL MEETING, October 9-11 – See the schedule on page 2. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, October 13, 10:30 AM.  We will resume on Tuesday, 
September 15 at the Terraces of Los Altos. We meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 
373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

 MEDITATION GROUP, Tuesday, October 13, 2:30 PM, at Thelma Parodi’s house. 
All are welcome. 
 
 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8346165.Jennifer_Elisabeth
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/42111804


The Evergreen Baptist Association invites you to our annual meeting: 

Coming of Age: Transformational Journeys! 
Luke 2:41-52 “Did you not know I must be in my Father’s house?” 

 

October 9-11, 2015 
 

First Baptist Church, Palo Alto, CA   
 

 
 

Featuring Dr. James Forbes, Pastor Emeritus of Riverside Church, NYC 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
FRIDAY  
11:30 AM Registration opens  
12:00 PM Lunch 
1:00 PM Sacred Conversation 
3:00 PM Break 
3:30 PM Workshops  
5:00 PM Open Time 
6:00 PM Dinner  
7:00 PM Worship - Dr. James Forbes 
 
SATURDAY  
8:00 AM Registration Opens  
8:30 AM Continental Breakfast and 
Orientation to Business 
9:00 AM Caucus Meetings 
10:30 AM Business Session 
 

12:00 Luncheons:  
               Clergy - Peter Yuichi-Clark  
               Laity – Clem Winbush 
2:00 PM Worship - Dr. James Forbes 
4:00 PM Ministry Conversation 
6:30 PM International Dinner 
 
SUNDAY 
9:00 AM Continental Breakfast 
9:30 AM Adult Education with Dr. 
Leann Snow Flesher 
11:00 AM Worship – Dr. Forbes 
 
For more information: 
www.evergreen-abc.org 
Registration forms are also available in 
the church entryways. 

http://www.evergreen-abc.org/


 

 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 

 
 

 
October’s Special Mission Offering is the 
WORLD MISSION OFFERING. American 
Baptist International Ministries (IM), is 
supported solely through the generosity of 
churches and individuals. The primary 
fundraising vehicle is the annual World 
Mission Offering. This year’s World Mission Offering focuses on schools in Hungary, 
which were previously managed by the Communist government, but are now run by 
Hungarian churches. Your support enables IM to offer support to partner organizations 
like Hungarian Baptist Aid, which now manages 49 schools in Hungary. In addition to 
regular curriculum, these schools provide English classes and after-school Bible classes. 
In addition to our contribution to the World Mission Offering general fund, one-third of 
our October offering goes each to: Dan and Sarah Chetti who serve at the Baptist 
Theological Seminary and the Center for Ministry for Migrant Domestic Workers in 
Beirut, Lebanon and Dan Buttry, Global Consultant for Peace and Justice. To date we 
have received $150 toward our goal of $850.  
 

 
 SENIOR CONNECTIONS BOOK CLUB, Thursday, October 15 - Noon at First 

Baptist Church. Our first book to be read for our meeting on October 15 is When I 
Was a Child I Read Books, a collection of essays by Pulitzer prize-winning author, 
Marilynne Robinson. Bring a bag lunch, beverage will be provided. Invite your 
friends and neighbors. 
 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 10:00 AM, Twenty-second Sunday in Pentecost, 
Worship and Sunday School: “Power to Serve,” Mark 10:35-35, Rick Mixon 
preaching.   
 

 QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING, Sunday, October 18, 11:30 AM. 
 
 

 
 



 

 
IN THE WORLD 

 
McAfee professsor sees hope in Gissendaner’s life and example, despite execution 

Melissa Browning was an organizer of a grassroots campaign to save the life of Kelly 
Gissendaner, who was eventually excecuted on Sept. 29 in Georgia. Despite that, Browning 
said she was encouraged by the anti-capital punishment passion she saw develop during the 

campaign. 
By Jeff Brumley (10/7/2105, baptistnews.com) 

 
Melissa Browning’s Facebook page tells the story. More specifically, it tells Kelly 
Gissendaner’s story. 
 
Post after post describes the life and death of the Georgia inmate executed by lethal 
injection last week. 
 
“The amazing grace of Kelly Gissendaner,” “Kelly Gissendaner execution is Georgia’s latest 
worldwide saga” and “Georgia executes first woman in 70 years” are just a few. 
 
But these and the other headlines also reveal much about Browning — an assistant 
professor at Mercer University’s McAfee School of Theology — and her devoted service to 
the small army of organizers who waged a months-long public relations and social media 
campaign to save Gissendaner’s life. 
 
While disappointed in the state’s refusal to show Gissendaner mercy, Browning, who had 
earned a theology certificate in a prison-based program provided by McAfee and other local 
divinity schools, said she was encouraged by the fierce determination of students and 
preachers, and especially Cooperative Baptist ministers. 

 
“I would call CBF pastors and they would show up — [former CBF 
Executive Coordinator] Daniel Vestal showed up,” she said. 
Browning spoke with Baptist News Global following Gissendaner’s death 
about what it’s like to fight so hard for a cause and, in some ways, 
come up short. 
 
Have you been mourning? 
It’s a lot of mourning. I’ve never experienced anything like I 
experienced [that] night. 

 
Where were you during the execution? 
I was with Kelly’s daughter, Kayla, and a small group of pastors and friends, seven of us, at 
a separate location. We were just absolutely appalled by the way this was happening and 
what we were watching. We were watching the trauma Kayla was experiencing … when she 
found out her mom had been murdered by the state. It was unreal. 
 
When did you learn Kelly had actually been executed? 
After all her appeals were denied, you know it was happening but didn’t know precisely 
when. Not even the children knew. A DOC [Department of Corrections] spokesperson came 
out to the vigil. She died at 12:12 a.m. (Sept. 30) 
 
 
 

https://baptistnews.com/ministry/organizations/item/29886-prison-theology-story


 

How was Kayla during all of this? 
The thing that was tremendously difficult is that the parole board agreed to hear one last 
piece Tuesday morning. Her kids had to choose between a visit with her [Kelly] or go to the 
parole board. All three went and when they arrived they were told only one could speak. So 
all three missed seeing their mom — they didn’t get to hug her a last time …. And in the 
end, the board upheld the decision [for execution]. The lawyers asked for another 24 hours, 
but the state could not wait for another 24 hours. The kids are going to be forever 
[traumatized by this]. 
 
What bothered you most about how it all unfolded? 
As a Baptist minister the thing that disturbs me is that the [parole] board is mostly Baptist 
… yet they made this decision not to consider the children of the person who was killed. 
They made a decision that redemption and transformation don’t matter. 
 
How did you come to be involved with the effort to save Kelly? 
We started a campaign in March, Kelly on my Mind, during the first round. There was a 
bunch of us doing what we could — some seminary professors from Emory. I am from 
McAfee. The goal at that point was just trying to tell her story because the only thing in the 
news was her last meal, how she had ordered a lot of food. It was repulsive. She was part 
of our theology program, she had helped people in prison and prevented suicides, and 
nobody knew any of that. So we wanted to tell her story. 
 
How did it go? 
We published articles. We got the press involved. Then the first execution date was canceled 
because of snow, then because of cloudy drugs. Then we had more time. The second time 
around we built on the first campaign. We had no real funding. It was grassroots … with a 
core group and students doing social media …. It was an interesting moment for all of our 
students to come up against the death penalty and against a political machine that’s this 
strong and to bear witness to Kelly’s life and to stand with her in her life …. I had three 
students who organized a vigil on Monday afternoon [the day before the execution]. Our 
community was very supportive of Kelly. 
 
Was it all worth it? 
Absolutely. God does not call us to possible tasks; God calls us to impossible tasks. He 
expects us to build his kingdom. We cannot measure success with small things. It’s not 
something that’s measurable, so we can’t say that we failed. … We were able to start a 
movement where people did not forget about Kelly. It opened a way to think about the 
death penalty, what is happening in the prison system. A lot of people changed their minds 
on the death penalty after walking alongside Kelly, particularly Baptists who said Kelly’s 
story has made them think about the death penalty because of this. I anticipate a decrease 
in support for the death penalty in Georgia. We promised Kelly not to let her death be in 
vain and [her death] has motivated faith leaders to double down. 
 
What’s next? 
A lot of the folks have already done vigils for others on death row and there are a lot of 
people who are doing anti-death penalty work. … But we have a lot more work to do to 
really help people engage in the death penalty.… We have to preach that God is a God of 
redemption and grace. There is so much support in scripture for anti-death penalty work. 
 
 
 
 



 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday joys:  Anita Lee (October 8), Jo Ford (October 9), Pearl Pe (October 10) 
 Chip Clark for Charlie’s presence in worship and that he’s feeling better 
 Hugh Satterlee in gratitude for those all over the world who “clothe us” 
 Thelma Parodi for Kathy Gillam’s safe return from traveling 
 Kathy Gillam for a good trip to Europe with Dick, including visits to new places 
 For Carolyn Shepard, Chip Clark and Gregory Stevens who represented us in the CROP Walk and for 

everyone who supported Team FBCPA 
 
Concerns – New: 

 Wayne Anthony for all those affected by the school shooting in Roseburg, OR  
 Dan Cudworth for an end to gun violence with a desire that we find ways to our anger and sorrow 

into action that brings about real change 
 For all those affected by Georgia’s execution of Kelly Gissendaner this week 
 For the work of the American Baptist Board of International Ministries, especially Dan and Sharon 

Buttry and Dan and Sarah Chetti 
 
Ongoing: 

 For continued healing for Jane Chin’s shoulder 
 For Paul Tuan recovering at home from heart problems  
 For Janet Maxwell in the Health Unit at the Terraces with ongoing health concerns 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care (please check 

with her before going to visit) 
 For E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Jean Anderson, Ruth Owen, and Carl Schilling 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco  
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who works with the Center for 

Ministry for Migrant Domestic Workers, in Lebanon 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco For the ministry of Baptist Peace 

Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere, for victims of disasters and for the wonderful work 

of Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 
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