
MIDWEEK MESSAGE 
October 14, 2015 

 
Words to Consider: "The long painful history of the church is the history of people ever and 
again tempted to choose power over love, control over the cross, being a leader over being led." 

Henri Nouwen 
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 SENIOR CONNECTIONS BOOK CLUB, Thursday, October 15 - Noon at First 

Baptist Church. Our first book to be read for our meeting on October 15 is When I 
Was a Child I Read Books, a collection of essays by Pulitzer prize-winning author, 
Marilynne Robinson. Bring a bag lunch, beverage will be provided. Invite your 
friends and neighbors. 
 

 CHURCH COUNCIL meets Thursday, October 15, 5:00 PM in the Parlor. 
 

 CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, October 15, 7:30 PM in the Parlor. Come for the 
music fun and fellowship. Lift your voice in joyful song! All are welcome. 
 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 10:00 AM, Twenty-second Sunday in Pentecost, 
Worship and Sunday School: “Power to Serve,” Mark 10:35-45, Rick Mixon 
preaching.   
 



 QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING, Sunday, October 18, 11:30 AM. 
 

 Celebrating Sanctuary and What We’re Doing Together in 2015! SOUTH BAY 
SANCTUARY COVENANT AND VOICES ON THE BORDER, Sunday, October 
18, 2015, 4:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall. Please RSVP to (650) 494-8340 
 

 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, October 20, 10:30 AM.  We will resume on Tuesday, 
September 15 at the Terraces of Los Altos. We meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 
373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

 MEDITATION GROUP, Tuesday, October 20, 2:30 PM, at Thelma Parodi’s house. 
All are welcome. 

 
 MEN’S BREAKFAST, Wednesday, October 21, 8:30 AM at Palo Alto Breakfast 

House, 2706 Middlefield, Palo Alto. Men from our Church family are welcome. 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 
 

 

 
October’s Special Mission Offering is the 
WORLD MISSION OFFERING. American Baptist 
International Ministries (IM), is supported solely 
through the generosity of churches and individuals. 
The primary fundraising vehicle is the annual 
World Mission Offering. This year’s World Mission Offering focuses on schools in 
Hungary, which were previously managed by the Communist government, but are 
now run by Hungarian churches. Your support enables IM to offer support to partner 
organizations like Hungarian Baptist Aid, which now manages 49 schools in Hungary. 
In addition to regular curriculum, these schools provide English classes and after-school 
Bible classes. 
 
In addition to our contribution to the World Mission Offering general fund, one-third of 
our October offering goes each to: Dan and Sarah Chetti who serve at the Baptist 
Theological Seminary and the Center for Ministry for Migrant Domestic Workers in 
Beirut, Lebanon and Dan Buttry, Global Consultant for Peace and Justice. To date we 
have received $353 toward our goal of $850.  

 



 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 10:00 AM, Twenty-second Sunday in Pentecost, 
Worship and Sunday School: “Speak Out,” Mark 10:46-52, Rick Mixon preaching.   
 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 11:30 AM ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION: “Saving 
Jesus Redux – Part 1: Jesus Through the Ages,” Gregory Stevens, leading. We begin a 
new 12 part series on Jesus, produced by Living the Questions. There will be a brief 
video followed by discussion. 

 
CROP WALK 2015 

 
Thank you for your support of our walkers: Carolyn, Chip and Gregory.  On Sunday, October 
4, we walked together on the 1.3 mile course through a lovely neighborhood on a beautiful 
afternoon.  Thank you to Rick and Charlie (Clark) who came out to support us. 
 
Our FBC Palo Alto team raised over $750 with the support of both our church family and 
friends of the walkers. The final totals are still not in, but according to the Crop Walk 
website, the online donations raised $15,926. The many displays of the Church World 
Service projects highlighted the variety of ways that CWS helps to deal with poverty and 
hunger around the world. 24% of these proceeds with go to EHP and Call Primrose in 
Burlingame.  
 
Thank you again for your support and hopefully more of us can join the Crop Walk next 
year. 
 
Carolyn Shepard 
 

IN THE WORLD 
 

SYRIAN REFUGEES IN TURKEY 
 

As the Syrian civil war enters its fifth year, the 
millions of internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
within Syria are streaming into neighboring 
nations and far beyond. Over the last four years, 
Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan and even Iraq have 
together received over 3 million refugees. In 
recent weeks, the stream of refugees seeking 
shelter further to the north and west—and, 
according to the United Nations, in some 90 
countries around the world—has become a 

torrent. 
 
To address this growing need, American Baptist International Ministries (IM) has sent 
$10,000 in One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) emergency funding to provide immediate 
relief for Syrian refugees and IDPs. Of this grant, IM partners Hungarian Baptist Aid and the 
Union of Baptist Churches of Serbia have each been given $5,000. This aid will be used to 
supply food and water, clothing, shelter and medical clinics. 
 



 

Future OGHS grants will support the efforts of all IM partners who are providing relief to 
Syrian IDPs and refugees. 
 
Additional financial aid is urgently needed to make these grants possible. You may 
make a tax-deductible contribution through your church, give online here or mail a check to 
International Ministries, Attn: Syria Refugee Relief, P.O. Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482. 
Write "OGHS-Syria Relief" on the memo line. 
 
Additionally, a new IM resolution calls upon mission supporters to go further in response to 
the crisis through actions that include prayer, giving to relief efforts, citizen advocacy and 
preparing to receive and resettle Syrians in their own communities. Read the full document: 
http://internationalministries.org/uploads/document/asset/59833/International_Ministries_
Resolution_on_Syrian_Refugees.pdf 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing is administered by the World Relief Committee of the Board of 
General Ministries of American Baptist Churches USA. The Committee facilitates American 
Baptist emergency relief, disaster rehabilitation, refugee work and the development of 
assistance by establishing policy guidelines and overseeing distribution of the annual One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering received by churches. Learn more at www.abc-oghs.org/. 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 Birthday joys:  Jin Chin (October 15) 
 For the joy of sharing the weekend with our friends from Evergreen 
 Dona Smith-Powers for the work that Santa Clara County is doing in affordable 

housing. 
 
Concerns – New: 

 Sachiko Berry for her brother and family who are facing health con cerns, especially 
his wife and daughter, who has been given a diagnosis of terminal cancer 

 Horacio da Valle for Pastor Perez from Salinas in critical condition from a car 
accident and for his family, friends and congregation 

 CeCe (from Grace Baptist, SJ) for Doris who is not feeling well 
 For a safe return home for all our friends from Evergreen 
 Wayne Anthony for former student Jeff Young, wife, Lisa and family, friends and 

community in AZ on the death of their 9 month old  daughter, Juliette last week 
 Lynn Hunwick for the prospects for peace in the Middle East 
 Dan Cudworth for an end to gun violence with a desire that we find ways to our 

anger and sorrow into action that brings about real change 
 For the work of the American Baptist Board of International Ministries, especially 

Dan and Sharon Buttry and Dan and Sarah Chetti 
 
Ongoing: 

http://www.abc-oghs.org/


 

 For continued healing for Jane Chin’s shoulder 
 For Paul Tuan recovering at home from heart problems  
 For Janet Maxwell in the Health Unit at the Terraces with ongoing health concerns 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care 

(please check with her before going to visit) 
 For E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Jean Anderson, Ruth Owen, and Carl Schilling 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco  
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who works 

with the Center for Ministry for Migrant Domestic Workers, in Lebanon 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco For the ministry of 

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere, for victims of disasters and for the 

wonderful work of Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN PENTECOST, OCTOBER 4, 2015 
 

“Power to Serve” 
 

Readings for the week: Job 38:1-7, (34-41); Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c; Mark 10: 35-45; 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
 

The Call to Downward Mobility 
 



 

Everybody wants to be somebody. Since the dawn of history, human beings have been 
trying to move up the scale of importance. The clincher used by the serpent to tempt 
Adam and Eve was "when you eat of [the tree of good and evil], your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil" (Gen. 3:5). Henri Nouwen 
says that ever since then, we have been tempted to replace love with power. "The long 
painful history of the church is the history of people ever and again tempted to choose 
power over love, control over the cross, being a leader over being led." This is a theme 
running through the Bible, through human history and through our own psyche. 
 
We should not be surprised nor excessively judgmental with James and John. Although 
their brashness may not be our style, the motive underlying their request is not strange: 
"Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory." Shared 
glory; honored positions, closeness to powerful people -- these are popular means of 
being somebody. If we can’t be the glory or the honored guest or the one with the 
power, then being close by is the next best thing. Some of the glory will make us shine. 
Some of the honor may spill over onto us. 
 
Religion is fertile soil in which the seeds of ambition subtly grow. Being close to God 
has deadly dangers. Some of history’s most dastardly deeds have been done by those 
who claimed to be sitting on God’s right or left hand. It is easy for those of us who deal 
daily with holy things to be presumptuous. James and John apparently felt their 
closeness to Jesus gave them special entree. They prefaced their request for prominence 
with "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you. 
 
It is easy to assume that relationship with God translates into entitlement. Career 
advancement, upward mobility, assignments or calls to bigger churches with larger 
salaries and more prominent leadership positions are popular expectations of clergy. 
Their competition for prestigious pulpits and powerful positions threatens their 
witness. Their drive for the honored and well-compensated positions contributes to the 
weakening of congregations located in mission fields. Small, impoverished 
congregations become temporary stepping stones in the pursuit of prominent places. 
 
Insights from the social sciences fill contemporary books on effective leadership. But 
although the social sciences provide helpful tools for understanding the dynamics of 
leadership, they must not be foundational for leadership in the church. Without a firm 
theological foundation, leadership is only a sophisticated means of upward mobility 
through institutional advancement. Much of the material I read sounds more like James 
and John pursuing prominence than Jesus calling us to a life of servanthood and 



 

downward mobility; it has more to do with the pursuit of power than the implications 
of leadership as the power of love. 
 
Jesus’ response to James and John challenges popular assumptions about greatness, 
power and prominence: "Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with?" The other disciples were angry, perhaps afraid 
that James and John would be given positions which they had sought. But Jesus said to 
all the disciples, "Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wishes to be first among you must be a slave of all. For the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
 
The cup from which Jesus drank is self-emptying love, the giving of one’s own life for 
others. The baptism with which he was baptized is a burial of the old world with its 
power games and the rising of God’s reign of justice, generosity and joy. This is 
downward mobility. 
 
The world’s image of greatness is hierarchical, with the greatest at the pinnacle of the 
pyramid and God hovering over the top. The closer one gets to the pinnacle, the closer 
one is to greatness and to the image of God. Success, upward mobility and being served 
are signs of faithfulness to a hierarchical god. 
 
The way of Jesus leads in another direction. Nouwen writes: "The way of the Christian 
leader is not the way of upward mobility in which the world has invested so much, but 
the way of downward mobility ending on the cross. . . . It is not a leadership of power 
and control, but a leadership of powerlessness and humility in which the suffering 
servant of God, Jesus Christ, is made manifest." 
 
Giving our lives "as a ransom for many involves making ourselves available to others in 
response to the One who laid down his life for us. It is offering our total being -- our 
hope and our despair, our doubts and our faith, our fear and our courage, our ambition 
and our humility. 
 
James and John at least knew where true greatness lay. They may not have understood 
what they were asking when they asked to be seated on the right hand and left hand of 
Jesus, the victorious Christ. They were, however, asking the right person. They 
suspected that Jesus was the One who would "come into glory," although they did not 
understand the full implication of their request. 
 
The disciples’ request to be positioned near Christ reflects the ambivalence of the 
human spirit. On the one hand there is the drive to be somebody, a drive often 



 

expressed in substituting power for love. On the other hand there is the lure of 
Incarnate Love, whose power is manifested in weakness. Following the Christ toward 
downward mobility and giving oneself to others is authentic greatness. (Kenneth L. 
Carder, David Lose, The Christian Century, 10/8/1997, p. 869). 
 
Prayer: Move us to praise your gracious will, for in Christ Jesus you have saved us from the 
deeds of death and opened for us the hidden ways of your love. We ask this through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
A big thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make our hosting of the Evergreen 
Annual Meeting a fine event. I heard many positive comments about our hospitality 
and lovely facility. Extra special thanks go to Eleanor Satterlee, Carolyn Shepard, Chip 
Clark, Jan Gunderson and Gregory Stevens who worked over time along with Jane and 
Jin Chin, Hugh Satterlee, Wayne Anthony, Nana Spiridon, Lois Ville, Sook Kim, Laura 
Garcia and Thelma Parodi who pitched in. I know it was a strain on our limited human 
resources so I am particularly pleased with the gracious and graceful way we executed 
the tasks at hand. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. And what a thrill it was to have 
our sisters and brothers from the Evergreen Region sharing with us, especially in the 
inspired preaching of Dr. James Forbes. It was a weekend to remember. 
 
Then, life goes on. This Sunday we will focus on the power that comes with servant 
leadership, considering texts from Job, the Psalms and the gospel of Mark. There is a 
challenge here to understand and embrace humanity in the presence of the power and 
glory of God. Jesus shows us the way but it isn’t eactly what his disciple- then or now - 
expected. Foloowing worship, we will hold our Quarterly Business Meeting. 
 
Come, Sunday at 10:00 AM. Share the joy with your family friends, colleagues, 
neighbors or a stranger off the street. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.        
 
Pastor Rick  
 


