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Words to Consider: "…this is what we do. We keep silent. We urge others to do the same. 
Speaking out? That’s risk. Stating your opinion? That is cause for rejection. Saying what you 
think is true about the Gospel? Get ready for rejection. But, as Jesus says, the truth will set you 
free (John 8:32). The reformers knew this truth. Truth quieted results in captivity. Truth 
silenced will end up in imprisonment. Truth shushed leads to bondage. At some point, at some 
time, someone needs to speak truth.” 

Karoline Lewis 
   

THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 
 

 
TO BE GOD’S PEOPLE!  1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
 WOMEN’S BRUNCH, Thursday, October 22, 10:00 AM at the Dinah’s Poolside 

Grill, 4261 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. All women from our Church family are 
welcome. 
 

 CHOIR REHEARSAL, Thursday, October 22, 7:30 PM in the Parlor. Come for the 
music fun and fellowship. Lift your voice in joyful song! All are welcome. 
 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 10:00 AM, Twenty-second Sunday in Pentecost, 
Worship and Sunday School: “Speak Out,” Mark 10:46-52, Rick Mixon preaching.   
 



 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 11:30 AM ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION: “Saving 
Jesus Redux – Part 1: Jesus Through the Ages,” Gregory Stevens, leading. We begin a 
new 12 part series on Jesus, produced by Living the Questions. There will be a brief 
video followed by discussion. 
 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2:00 PM, GARDEN PARTY hosted by the Stanford 
United Campus Christian Ministry at the home of Elizabeth Wolf, 895 Mockingbird 
Lane, Palo Alto. Hear from students and the campus minister about their 
involvement with the Peace and Justice Initiative, Bread & Belong, and the LGBTQ 
Queerituality group. 
 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 3:30 PM, UNIVERSITY AME ZION CHURCH, 3549 
Middlefield, invites us to their 97th Anniversary Homecoming Worship Service, 
featruring Kelcy G. L. Steele, pastor of 1st AME Zion Church in Los Angleles. 

 
 BIBLE STUDY, Tuesday, October 27, 10:30 AM.  We will resume on Tuesday, 

September 15 at the Terraces of Los Altos. We meet at Marylea McLean’s apartment, 
373 Pine Lane, #4204, Los Altos. 
 

 MEDITATION GROUP, Tuesday, October 27, 2:30 PM, at Thelma Parodi’s house. 
All are welcome. 

 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING EVENTS 

 

 
October’s Special Mission Offering is the 
WORLD MISSION OFFERING. American Baptist 
International Ministries (IM), is supported solely 
through the generosity of churches and individuals. 
The primary fundraising vehicle is the annual 
World Mission Offering. This year’s World Mission Offering focuses on schools in 
Hungary, which were previously managed by the Communist government, but are 
now run by Hungarian churches. Your support enables IM to offer support to partner 
organizations like Hungarian Baptist Aid, which now manages 49 schools in Hungary. 
In addition to regular curriculum, these schools provide English classes and after-school 
Bible classes. 
 



 

In addition to our contribution to the World Mission Offering general fund, one-third of 
our October offering goes each to: Dan and Sarah Chetti who serve at the Baptist 
Theological Seminary and the Center for Ministry for Migrant Domestic Workers in 
Beirut, Lebanon and Dan Buttry, Global Consultant for Peace and Justice. To date we 
have received $778 toward our goal of $850.  

 

  

 

 

ANNUAL POTLUCK AND PUMPKIN CARVING for the whole family, Friday, 
October 30, 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Pumpkins and tools provided.  Bring food 
to share and friends (or strangers!) to join in this festivities. Costumed creatures of any 
and all species welcome! 

 

 



 

 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 10:00 AM, Twenty-second Sunday in Pentecost, 
Worship and Sunday School: “Speak Out,” Mark 10:46-52, Rick Mixon preaching.   
 

 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 11:30 AM ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION: “Saving 
Jesus Redux – Part 2:Who Was Jesus?,” Rick Mixon, leading. We continue a 12 part 
series on Jesus, produced by Living the Questions. There will be a brief video 
followed by discussion. 

 
IN THE WORLD 

 
FROM OUR FRIENDS AT THE SHALOM CENTER 

Shared by LeDayne McLeese Polaski, ED of BPFNA/Bautistas por la Paz 
 

“When the violence erupts, as it so often does, I struggle for words. These speak to 
me today.” -- LeDayne 

My Blood is a War Zone 
 

By Danny Bring (age 16) 
 

Genetically I am flanked by  
Einstein and Alhazen 

Ben Gurion and Arafat 
David and Salaheddin  

A dash of William Wallace 
A line drawn in the sand 

Between two brothers as old as time  
Like the rose red city 
In an endless state 

They’ve always been at war 
 

Not really 
 

Maps and treaties tear at their bonds of blood 
Two hate-fueled groups with differing values and customs 

 
Not really 

 
Falafel tastes the same in Tel Aviv and in Beirut 

Sand in the Negev feels the same as in the Rub al Khali 
The word for charity is the same in Hebrew and in Arabic 

Tzedakah and sadaqah 
God is the same in Jerusalem and in Mecca 

Covered heads and scholarly traditions 
Don’t cease with lines on a map 

The blood of Khalil Gibran gushes through my veins 



 

The blood of Sholem Aleichem through my arteries 
With each heartbeat a rush of contention 

Airstrikes and iron domes cut those family ties 
Uprisings and bombings are as caustic as acid 

Two leaves on the same branch of the olive tree of life 
Bleed the blood of brothers because of constant strife 

Each platelet a settlement or a terrorist cell 
Yearning to burst at the first imbalance 

Like a hypotonic transfusion of an incursion or an intifada 
An orphan in Haifa weeps the same as an orphan in Ramallah 

There’s total destruction when two types are mixed 
A city holy to both can be torn apart so quickly 

Like the quest for peace across the whole region 
Not peace with an enemy so very different 
Peace with ourselves, our own vital fluid 

We’re all the sons of Abraham 
And when I pray 

In a mosque, a church, or a synagogue 
God is always there 

My blood is a warzone 
 

Not really 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
Joys: 

 For our friends at University AME Zion Church as they celebrate their 97th 
anniversary 

 For the work of Freedom House with victims of human trafficking and our decision 
to give $2500 to suppor their work with minors 
 

Concerns – New: 
 Marylea McLean for Janet Maxwell with some new health concerns and for Ruth 

Owen whose younger brother died recently  
 Laurie Cudworth for their friend Lynn and family as she was struck by a car while 

riding her bicycle last Sunday and faces a long recovery from multiple injuries 
 Nana Spiridon for Alex who is scheduled to have cataract surgery today 
 Sachiko Berry for her brother and family who are facing health concerns, especially 

his wife and daughter, who has been given a diagnosis of terminal cancer 
 Horacio da Valle for Pastor Perez from Salinas in critical condition from a car 

accident and for his family, friends, and congregation 
 CeCe (from Grace Baptist, San Jose) for Doris who is not feeling well 
 For a safe return home for all our friends from Evergreen 



 

 Wayne Anthony for former student Jeff Young, wife, Lisa and family, friends and 
community in AZ on the death of their 9-month-old  daughter, Juliette, last week 

 Lynn Hunwick for the prospects for peace in the Middle East 
 Dan Cudworth for an end to gun violence with a desire that we find ways to turn 

our anger and sorrow into action that brings about real change 
 For the work of the American Baptist Board of International Ministries, especially 

Dan and Sharon Buttry and Dan and Sarah Chetti 
 
Ongoing: 

 For Paul Tuan recovering at home from heart problems  
 For Janet Maxwell in the Health Unit at the Terraces with ongoing health concerns 
 For Bengta and Gunnar Gotestam as they live with the effects of his Parkinson’s 
 For Alex Spiridon at Palm Villas in Redwood City; for Nana as she manages his care 

(please check with her before going to visit) 
 For E. Y. Fung in assisted living in Carmel Valley 
 For Bob Towner at Manor Care in Sunnyvale and for Lucille 
 For Marcia Heydon, Jean Anderson, Ruth Owen, and Carl Schilling 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco  
 For the ministry of the American Baptist Seminary of the West 
 For Ruriko Uda’s congregation, Izumi Parktown Church, in Sendai, Japan 
 For Dan Chetti, who teaches at the Arab Baptist Seminary, and Sarah, who works 

with the Center for Ministry for Migrant Domestic Workers, in Lebanon 
 For Dan and Sharon Buttry in global peacemaking 
 For Ramesh Kumar and the ministry of Balasore Technical School in India 
 For our sister church in Corinto, Nicaragua 
 For refugees and all victims of war and disaster everywhere 
 For the work of Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy of Santa Clara County 
 For the work of EHP and the Opportunity Center with the homeless and hungry 
 For the work of Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco For the ministry of 

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America/Bautistas por la Paz 
 For refugees and displaced persons everywhere, for victims of disasters and for the 

wonderful work of Church World Service and the American Baptist Relief Office 
 For the well-being of our church; wisdom and guidance for our leaders and future 
 For the economies of which we are a part (global, national, state, and local) 
 For the peoples of the world striving for freedom and dignity 

 
 
 

 



 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, OCTOBER 25, 2015 
 

“Speak Out” 
 

Readings for the week: Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22); Mark 10:46-52; Hebrews 
7:23-28. (Focus text in bold.) 
 

“Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly.” Thank God. 
Literally. Bartimaeus won’t be told to shut up. Good for him. I like this guy. 
 
Because, how often do we feel like we are required to keep silent? How often are we 
asked to keep our voices down, lest there is some offense that would cause a disruption 
in our very controlled and contrived world? Lest there be an utterance that might tear 
apart that which we’ve constructed to keep out what, or who, we don’t want to see, or 
hear, or acknowledge? Or, how often do we silence others, convinced that their cries for 
mercy are not worthy of God’s attention? 
 
I get this. Why? Because this is what we do. We keep silent. We urge others to do the 
same. Speaking out? That’s risk. Stating your opinion? That is cause for rejection. 
Saying what you think is true about the Gospel? Get ready for rejection. But, as Jesus 
says, the truth will set you free (John 8:32). The reformers knew this truth. Truth quieted 
results in captivity. Truth silenced will end up in imprisonment. Truth shushed leads to 
bondage. At some point, at some time, someone needs to speak truth. 
 
At the end of the day, there is only so much you can take. There is only so many times 
that someone can say, “be quiet” before you say “no. I cannot be quiet. I will not be 
silent. And don’t you dare try to silence me, to shut me up.” What is your breaking 
point? When will you find yourself standing with Bartimaeus, for the sake of 
Bartimaeus? When do you choose to come alongside another so that silence can be 
broken, so that truth can be told? When can you confess, “The Lord has done great 
things. The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced” (Psalm 126:2-3) even 
when others cannot? When have you needed to utter, because you cannot do otherwise, 
either for yourself or for your neighbor, “Save, O Lord, your people,” (Jeremiah 31:7) 
only to be muzzled, hushed? 
 
I don’t know about you, but I am growing weary of biting my tongue. I am getting tired 
of self-censoring. I am impatient with the compulsion and coercion to perpetuate the 
system or systems that seem to demand my loyalty. I am less than pleased when I find 
myself making excuses, falling back on doctrine, or feeling that I have become beholden 
to a prescribed dogmatic default button so as to maintain the status quo, convince all 



 

others of my credentials, or make certain acceptable creedal statements when I believe 
in my heart that God is so much bigger than my utterings. 
 
Yes, I know. There is only so much you can say. There are things you cannot say.Things 
you wish you could say. This is the truth of the call of a preacher. Of a pastor. It’s a hard 
place to live, to be, to work, isn’t it? It seems that you are always walking that very fine 
line -- the line between truth-telling and putting your hand over your mouth. That line 
between what you want to say and what you have to say. That line between knowing 
when the truth can be told and when the truth can’t be heard. 
 
Yet we are called to proclaim the truth, when the truth will be rejected. We are called to 
preach the truth when no one wants to hear it. We are called to call out when those who 
need to cry cannot. I don’t know the truth you need to speak in your context. I don’t 
know the persons who need you to come alongside them and say, “It’s okay. Say it. 
Jesus, have mercy on me.” I don’t know those who need you to urge, “I want to hear 
your voice.” But I do know that Jesus would want us to say, "Take heart; get up, he is 
calling you." Over and over and over again. 
 
If there ever a time for bold witness, for bold proclamation, for bold statements of faith, 
this is it, or at least this is it for the Gospel of Mark and for Jesus. Why? Because the 
entry into Jerusalem is just around the corner. Because the time for safe speech and 
secure statements is over. Because our people need to hear what it sounds like when 
you say something on which your life depends. They don’t have to agree, but at least 
they then have a sense of the language, the tone, the urgency behind avowals that 
matter verses assertions that only serve the self or the world. They will have a sense of 
the passion, the immediacy, the resolve that lies behind what you say and what you do. 
 
If our proclamation is just bland claims, where’s the truth of the Gospel? If our 
preaching is just standard, on-the-fence, mediocre, don’t-take-a-side, generic theology, 
then what is really at stake at the end of the day? If our witness is simply platitudes 
meant only to persuade, then why would Bartimaeus think he could ever, ever say, 
“Jesus, have mercy on me?” The truth sets us all free to be free indeed. (Karoline Lewis, 
“No More Silence,” October 18, 2015, workingpreacher.org). 
 
Prayer: O Jesus Christ, teacher and healer, you heard the cry of the blind beggar when others 
would have silenced him. Teach us to be attentive to the voices others ignore, that we might 
respond through the power of the Spirit to heal the afflicted and to welcome the abandoned for 
your sake and the sake of the gospel. Amen. 
 



 

 
NOTE FROM PASTOR RICK 

 
Well this has been a quieter week than the last . We had a good Quarterly Business 
Meeting on Sunday. Thanks to Gregory for his excellent update after 6 weeks on the job. 
Among other things we voted to send some of the Annex Fund Mission money to 
Freedom House, a local program that provides transitionbal housing for women and 
girls freed from human trafficking. As we get closer to the Super Bowl which will be 
played in our backyard next year, I believe we will hear more and more about efforts to 
contain the usual influx of human trafficking that comes with such an event. We have 
asked that our money be designated for the house (in Santa Clara County) that houses 
minors. We will also be hearing more about this issue from the Mission Task Team and 
our friend, Charlotte Jackson, who has been through intensive training on this issue. 
 
Sunday we will re-visit the text that Dr. Forbes mentioned a couple of weeks ago – the 
storyt of blind Bartimaeus from Mark’s gospel. This is one of those times when Jesus 
proclaims to the one healed, “You’re faith has made you whole.” Are there ways in 
which our own faith serves to make us whole – maybe even when we don’t get the 
healing we hope for? Without question, Bartimaeus was going to be heard and seen. He 
was at least going to plead his case, muchg like Job before him. 
 
Gregory will be leading Adult Spiritual Formation as we begin a new twelve part seried 
from the Living the Questions folk. This one is entitled Saving Jesus Redux, in which 
various scholars lead us in search of a “credible” Jesus for the 21st century. This week’s 
session is “Jesus through the Ages.” 
 
Come, Sunday at 10:00 AM for worship and Sunday Schoool and stay for Adult 
Spiritual Formation. Share the joy with your family friends, colleagues, neighbors or a 
stranger off the street. 
 
May we continue to grow together as God’s people.        
 
Pastor Rick  

 
 


