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    he trees in the Patio are sprouting 

green leaves in preparation for spring, 

and for shade in summer.  April  is the 

month with Easter.  And in preparation 

and anticipation, Palm Sunday. Later in 

the month, there is Earth Day – a time to 

celebrate renewal and all  things new. 

One new thing that is happening at the 

church right now is the Community 

Gospel Choir.  The choir started 

rehearsals last month, and has grown to 

more than 20 people. The singers come 

from many different churches in the area 

and many ethnicities.  Dona 

Smith-Powers says everyone is having a 

great time, and even more people want 

to come to the next rehearsal,  which will  

be on April  24 at 7 PM in the Parlor.  If  

you might be one of those people or have 

any questions, give Dona a call  at 

650-269-6310. 

New things around the building include 

carpet cleaning in the hallways and 

Sanctuary on April  1,  and a deep cleaning

of the kitchen that took place at the end 

of March. We want to upgrade the food 

preparation tables in the kitchen, and 

are looking at either buying new tables 

or installing new table tops on the 

existing tables.  A volunteer with the 

Macrobiotic Dinners donated some 

money for this purpose, with matching 

funds from Apple. We hope to make this 

happen soon, and are grateful for the 

contribution.   

In April ,  the Women’s Brunch will  be in 

the Parlor,  with everyone bringing a 

brown bag lunch. We usually meet at 

Dinah’s Poolside Restaurant,  but wanted 

to try something different for April .  It  

will  be much cozier and less noisy, so 

we’ll  see how we like it.  

Life 
Around 
the Church
Betsy Anderson
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CHURCH 
CALENDAR

WORSHIP THEMES
APRIL 2017

02 

09 

16 

23 

30

RICK MIXON 

RICK MIXON 

RICK MIXON 

GREGORY STEVENS 

GREGORY STEVENS

HOPE AGAINST ALL HOPE 

EZEKIEL 37:1-14; PSALM 130; JOHN 11:1-45; ROMANS 8:6-11 

PASSION AMIDST PALMS 

PSALM 118:1-2, 19-29; MATTHEW 21:1-11; PSALM  31:9-16;  

ISAIAH 50:4-9A; MATTHEW 28:14-27:66; PHILEMON 2:5-11 

YES! 

JOHN 20:1-18; ACTS 10:34-43; PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24; 

COLOSSIANS 3:1-4 

IT'S TRUE 

JOHN 20:19-31; ACTS 2:14A, 36-41; PSALM 16; 1 PETER 1:3-9 

FOLLOWERS OF THE WAY 

LUKE 24:13-35; ACTS 2:14A, 36-41; PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19; 

1 PETER 1:17-23

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

LIZA SPIRIDON     
 APRIL 1 
                  
LAURA GARCIA 
APRIL 13 
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ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
APRIL 2017

Worship Planning for Palm/Passion Sunday 

and Easter 

   

Palms -> Passion -> Easter 

 (Matthew 26:14-27:66) 

EASTER BRUNCH 

TBA 

Stanford Campus Minister, Geoff Browning 

will bring an update on the work of United

Campus Christian Ministry 

02 

09 

16 

23 

30

THELMA PARODI 
APRIL 5                  

PEGGY JOHNSON 
APRIL 15 

RUTH OWEN 
APRIL 29 

DYLAN HA 
APRIL 9   
               
WAI HON LEE 
APRIL 29 



CHURCH  
COUNCIL               MINUTES

The March 21st meeting opened at about 7:00 PM.  Gregory offered an opening prayer that we might 

listen, learn and act to follow God’s will. Those present were Jane Chin, Moderator Dan Cudworth, Pastor 

Rick Mixon, Eleanor and Hugh Satterlee, Vice Moderator Carolyn Shepard, and Associate Pastor Gregory 

Stevens.   

Jane distributed the finance committee’s Treasurer’s reports for January and February.  At this point, 

there is nothing noteworthy to report.  Pledges are about $630 low compared to plan. 

The major current issue is developing a method of collecting credit card charges on a timely basis to 

enable accurate accounting. Preparations for auditing both General funds and Special Funds are 

underway. 

Rick reported that the hood in the kitchen was inspected by a commercial fire inspection firm and 

found to be acceptably clean.  He also reported that plans are being made to refinish the big tables in 

the kitchen. Rick also reported that study into the feasibility of installing an available pipe organ in the

church is still ongoing. 

A memorial service for Marilyn Hunwick will be on Sunday afternoon, May 28th at 2 PM. 

The City of Palo Alto’s project for maintenance and repair of the city’s runoff water system was discussed. 

The Council approved a minor rate increase included in the mail-in ballot.  Rick is pointing toward 

scheduling an all-church retreat in August. Gregory reported that the hands-around-the-mosque 

solidarity gathering in Santa Clara last Sunday, March 19th, was a success. 

Gregory’s investigation continues into how to provide an inviting environment and programming to the 

small group he has gathered in our church.  He and Rick have consulted with Bruce Chow, a noted and 

experienced church builder, how to proceed.   

The Mission Team will meet Friday, March 31st at 2:00 PM mainly to discuss reinvesting the microfinance 

fund now languishing in Special Funds. 

The next Council meeting will be on Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at 7:00 PM.  The Spring Quarterly Business 

Meeting is scheduled for May 7th following worship. 

To close the meeting, Rick offered a prayer that we know that God is with us, guiding us as we proceed 

through life and in our duties. 

by Hugh Satterlee, clerk
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         ver the Christmas holidays, our family went to see 
the latest "Star Wars" movie - "Rogue One." I will admit 
that I was caught up with the audience, cheering on 
the "good guys" as they battled the "bad guys" to 
destroy the evil "Death Star." It was a great family 
outing in a traditional sense. Many movies, plays, 
novels, stories, parables, and myths feature classic 
conflict between good and evil. We're encouraged to
embrace the good and eschew the evil. I was a great 
fan of the "Lord of the Rings" trilogy, which is an 
extended tale of conflict between right and wrong. I 
remember a particular swelling in my heart and lump 
in my throat when the ancient Ents appear at the last 
minute to help overcome the forces of Saruman at 
Isengard. (In "The Two Towers’ – you'll have to read the 
book or watch the movie, if you don't know what I'm 
talking about.)  

Some would argue that the battle between good and 
evil is built into human nature. I know I have strong 
emotional response to these great dramas, with their 
epic battles for the very soul of humankind. 
Psychologists and philosophers have long argued that 
the “fight or flight” response is part of our human 
make-up. Others would argue that these attitudes and 
actions are long established through acculturation,  

Mixon Muses
 A MONTHLY MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR

O
passed down from one generation to the next. 
Whether it is nature or nurture, there seems to be a 
universal tendency to root for the good guys to win by 
wiping out the bad guys.   

I saw some of this come in to play last week, when the 
current US administration chose to bomb a Syrian 
airfield in response to the horrible chemical attack on 
Syrian citizens the day before. Without clear
documentation, the US blamed the Syrian government 
for murdering its own people. Many of us alternately 
wept and raged at the heart-wrenching scene of 
children among the civilians laid out in the street, 
cruelly dead from lethal sarin gas.  My aching heart 
rose up with righteous indignation. How long, O Lord? 
How long will this insanity go on? Whoever is to blame 
must be brought to justice, severely punished. That’s a 
gut response. This wrong must be righted  

But the question is, is there such a simple solution to 
this awful conflict? The “good guys” will bomb the heck 
out of the “bad guys” and all will be right with the 
world. Do we pause to ask ourselves, how clear are 
wrong and right in this case? How certain are we that 
our own hands are clean? 



Somebody posted a video on Facebook trying to 
untangle the intricate web of posturing and 
relationship that led to this Syrian scene of terror. 
It was mind-boggling in the complexity of 
overlapping deals and alliances. Really, it lets no 
one in the international community off the hook 
when it comes to responsibility for this quagmire.   
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Surprisingly, a couple of my progressive friends 
seemed to support the US military reprisal. One 
even offered a prayer for military effectiveness. It 
was at this point that my conscience began to play 
on me. As most of you know, I registered as a 
conscientious objector in 1965 as an 18 year old 
high school senior. I don’t come from a pacifist 
tradition. My father and his brother served in the 
Navy in World War II. I have never been able to 
explain it fully, but something evolved within me 
counter to that ancient inward battle cry to defend 
the good and destroy the evil. It may have helped 
that even in Boise, Idaho, the justifications for the 
Vietnam were questionable. But I think my 
pacifism had deeper theological and spiritual 
roots, ironically learned in my family home and 
from my father’s pulpit. 

 Here is the dilemma for me in this Lenten Season. 
Are fight or flight the only alternatives? Does 
Jesus, the Word of God Incarnate, come among us 
with a third way? Yes, there are times in the Jesus 
story when he does battle with the powers that 
be. When he parades into Jerusalem and cleanses 
the Temple, he is hardly a doormat.  Then there 
are other occasions in which he seems to beat a 
strategic retreat. “My time has not yet come.” 

But when it comes to violence against other 
human beings, he draws a line. There, in the 
garden, when they come to arrest him under cover 
of darkness, he chastises his disciple who draws a 
sword and cuts off the ear of the high priest’s 
slave. “Put your sword back into its place; for all 
who take the sword will perish by the sword” 
(Matthew 26:52).  Can’t you hear that poor disciple 
sputter, “But, Jesus, we have to defend you (and 
ourselves) against these evildoers!”?    



Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, 
adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid 
of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only 
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only 
love can do that. 

Violence multiplies evil instead of diminishing it. It 
does away with neither lies of hate. It “adds 
deeper darkness to a night already devoid of 
stars.” 

Following this third way, this Jesus way, can feel 
like an overwhelming challenge to us who want to 
be disciples, and yet that is the way. Yes, the way 
to the Cross. But also the way beyond, to new and 
abundant life in God’s Beloved Community. The 
challenge to each of us comes in the immortal 
words of G. K. Chesterton, “Christianity has not 
been tried and found wanting; it has been found 
difficult and not tried.” Is there any more 
compelling time than the present to follow Christ’s 
third way of nonviolent resistance? The pitched 
battles between the good guys and the bad has 
not gotten us very far. It just may be that our time 
has come for something different, to live out our 
Christian claim with compassion and Courage. 

 May God bless us and keep us on this journey, 
 Pastor Rick  

This way of suffering love doesn’t make sense to 
us logically. Surely the good guys have to battle 
the bad. And who could be worse than anyone 
who would attack the very Son of God, the Prince 
of Peace and Lord of Love? Maybe, if we could just 
learn to pause for a moment to let a deeper 
consciousness appeal to our higher nature, we 
would see that, hard as it is to hear and 
understand, Jesus is right – “Live by the sword, die 
by the sword.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr., had every right to respond 
in anger and violence to the evil perpetrated 
against him, his family, and his people. Somehow, 
somewhere, he heard the voice of love cut 
through the cries of the madding crowd. He heard 
the voice of Jesus say. He had a dream, saw a 
vision of this third way:   

The ultimate weakness of violence is that it is a 
descending spiral, begetting the very thing it seeks 
to destroy. Instead of diminishing evil, it multiplies 
it. Through violence you may murder the liar, but 
you cannot murder the lie, nor establish the truth. 
Through violence you may murder the hater, but 
you do not murder hate. In fact, violence merely 
increases hate. So it goes. 



Just after the “Summer of Love” (a term I recently 

found out was coined by the SF Chronicle) a UNESCO 

Conference was held in San Francisco, peace activist 

John McConnell proposed the idea of an Earth Day to 

celebrate and honor Earth. It was on March 21st, 1970 

that the first Earth Day was celebrated. 

  

Almost 50 years later and we find ourselves in a very 

different place. Our President has gutted the 

Environmental Protection Agency and placed a man in 

charge of it who does not understand climate science. 

Pastor Gregory He parades the myth of clean coal and has ordered 

the many oil pipelines running through sacred 

American Indian treaty land into construction. He 

also removed us from our commitment to the 

internationally acclaimed Paris Climate Agreement.   

As people of faith it is our duty to stand up for Earth 

and for all her creaturely lives. We must take 

seriously the destruction of the land, water, and 

forests that keep our lungs and the Earth’s pumping 

with fresh life. We only get one planet, let’s not 

destroy it but cultivate the goodness of God’s love

through the Beloved Community for the vitality and 

resilience of Earth!  



Last year when we celebrated Earth Month a certain 

scripture kept popping up in my devotions: Job 12:7-10 

“But ask the animals, and they will teach you;  the birds 

of the air, and they will tell you; 8 ask the plants of the 

earth,[a] and they will teach you;  and the fish of the sea 

will declare to you. 9 Who among all these does not 

know that the hand of the Lord has done this? 10 In his 

hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of 

every human being.   
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Poetry Corner
If ever there were a spring day so perfect, 

so uplifted by a warm intermitten breeze 

that it made you want to throw open all the windows in the house 

and unlatch the door to the canary's cage, 

indeed rip the little door from its jamb, 

A day when the cool brick paths and the garden bursting with peonies 

seemed so etched in sunlight that you felt like taking 

a hammer to the glass paperweight on the living room end table, 

releasing their inhabitants from their snow-covered cottage 

so they could walk out, holding hands and squinting 

into this larger dome of blue and white, 

well, today is just that kind of day. 

Today. by Billy Collins

If Earth is covered in oil, what will the fish of the sea say? 

If Earth overheats from the greenhouse gas affect, what 

will the plants say? If brutal factory farms are the second 

leading cause to climate change, what will the farm 

animals say?   

May we listen to their voices and uplift their cries. May 

we empower the creatures, plants, air, land, and water 

with the vitality of prosperous living!  

Pastor Gregoy
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Life Line Screening - May 5th

Life Line Screening is coming to the church again on May 5th all day in the Fellowship Hall. 

The folks from Life Line Screening check for: 

Carotid Artery Plaque 

Atrial Fibrillation 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm 

Peripheral Arterial Duiusease in the lower extremities 

Osteoporosis 

Four tests for $139.  All five tests for $149. 

Pre-registration is required.  Call  1-800-653-6450 

10  BOOKS A HOME 

COLLECTION BOX

10 BOOKS A HOME is collecting books for pre- 

schoolers  ages 3 to 5. 

We have a collection box by the mail table in the 

office entrance 

where you can leave new or gently-used books. 

Best are picture 

books and board books in English. 

Please help this worthy program to give small 

children an

early start on their reading proficiency and later 

scholastic success. 



OUR APRIL SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING is for the American Baptist Seminary of the West (ABSW). ABSW is

located in Berkeley, and is affiliated denominationally with ABC USA and the Progressive National Baptist Convention, and 

admits students from a variety of denominational traditions. A multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, evangelical, and ecumenical 

institution, ABSW offers its students resources through the Graduate Theological Union (GTU), the largest partnership of 

seminaries and graduate schools in the United States. ABSW students may take classes at 9 other GTU seminaries and 

have access to one of the finest theological libraries in the world, a faculty of distinguished scholars, and the resources of 

UC Berkeley. 

Many of our own church leaders and prominent members have been associated with ABSW: Pearl Pe's father, the Rev. U. 

Than Pe from Burma (now Myanmar), was a visiting scholar for a year.  Graduates from our congregation are the late Jim 

Shepard (CBTS), E.Y. Fung, Dona Smith-Powers, and Lynn Hunwick, as well as Rick Mixon, who is also an adjunct 

professor of pastoral care at the seminary. 

Our goal of $750 for the April Mission Offering for ABSW scholarships will be matched by the ABC Home Mission Society. 

We encourage you to give generously to continue the long-standing support to students by the First Baptist Church of 

Palo Alto. 

Lynn Hunwick
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M I S S I O N

Immigration Station

Carolyn Shepard and the Mission 

Team have put together valuable 

resource material on immigration 

issues and services and made it available in the Community Office. This information includes material 

about organizations providing free legal services and counseling, plus dates and times of local public 

meetings to help answer any questions for both immigrants or those interested in helping with this 

cause.

Trip to Nicaragua - 2018

The Mission Team has been discussing the possibility of setting up a trip to Nicaragua. We have been in 

conversation with a couple of potential congregations in the US that might be traveling there in 2018 & 

2019 and with whom we could join. At this point, we need to know who would be interested before we 

proceed any further. 

Please let Pastor Rick or Carolyn Shepard know if you would be interested. 

Carolyn Shepard

Robert Walter, the President of the Joseph Campbell Foundation, wil be the guest speaker at the next Baptists 

Lunching Together luncheon on April 19th. The luncheon will be at 12:00 noon at Oakland’s Grand Lake Garden, 401 

Santa Clara Ave. Reservations for the Wednesday luncheon may be made on line at www.pcba.org  

or by phone at 510-483-6836. 

Campbell became well-known in the United States in the 1980's through a series of TV interviews on Bill Moyers Journal 

discussing the place of myths among peoples as a way to explain their nature, history, and customs. The Campbell 

Foundation was established to explore further the thought of the writer and offer ways its insight can be helpful in people's 

understanding of each other and finding ways to live together.

Part of the challenge being addressed by the Foundation has been expressed in the following questions: "How do our 

mythologies, the stories and belief systems that inform our lives, all-too-often defeat us by pitting each-against-the-other? 

Why must our embedded mythologies be reimagined for the 21st century and beyond? How do we do that?"  

Baptists Lunching Together - April Event
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

First Baptist Church of Palo Alto 

305 N. California Ave. 

Palo Alto, CA 94301 

Phone: (650) 327-0561 

Fax: (650) 327-1562 

Email: office@fbcpaloalto.com 

Website:  www.fbcpaloalto.com 

Blog:  www.fbcpaloalto.org 

Worship Leaders, SPIRE Writers, 

Creative Photographers, 

EHP Clothes Drop Off,  

Children & Youth  

and much more! 

Join our team of  
committed  volunteers  
with opportunities like:


